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CHAP. I. 


7 tt; Atrodution to this volume, conſiſts only 


4 an apology for making no introdudtion at all, and 
his reaſons for that omifhon. 


[< INCE my ſetting about this work, I have 


ſeen ſeveral late treatiſes that are half taken 


up with introductory Prefaces to the public ;— on 


a ſerious examination to what end thoſe long dif- 
courſes were penned, they ſeem to me to have 
been occaſioned either by one or the other of the 
following motives: _ A er re ae”. 

Firſt, That an author having contracted with 
his bookſeller for a certain number of ſheets, with- 


out having well confidered whether his head-be 
ſtored with ſubje&t matter to make good his en- 
gagement, finds himſelf under a neceſſity of filling | 


up the vacant pages by ſaying ſomething by way 
_ of an introduQion,- preface, or advertiſement to the 
F reader. Kon LC, TSF. 
Or, ſecondly, That fearing the eyes of the pub- 
lic will not be ſufficiently open to the merit of his 
Vat JE | EEE; per- 


p > we 
MO, OO 


CELESS 


ee, Song __ . 
. Rn oh. > — _— 
_— gd ok 0 NS NR Ted, 


"- 


Do Ca 1 OG 
ts CY I REF 
= a IS 


5+ Sv 


x "_— (pr uR——, Fs OB-r; IS 
mms A OE AG AT ap ir POT OE ee en 


2 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


performance z or, perhaps, not have the curioſ- 


—————_—_— my 
OE el _ 


ty even to look into it at all, he thinks proper to 
beſpeak their favour by a pompous prelude, and 


- ſounds his own praiſes, like a trumpet at ths door 
of a Puppet-ſhew.. 


Now 1 am too. great a lover of libetty ever to 


" bind myſelf by any ſuch flaviſh agreement ; the 
_ firſt of theſe incentives is quite out of the queſtion, 


and cannot poflibly have any weight with me. 
And as to the ſecond, —As: a more perfeCt 


| knowledge of myſelf, than ] perceive ſome others 
have, will not permit me to be over vain in any 


thing I do, ſo the indolence of my nature will not 
permit me to be over anxious for the ſucceſs. _ 
Beſides, not_having the temptation of the motives 


_ aforeſaid, I have more adventures to relate than 
can be eaſily crowded into this volume, therefore 


have neither time nor paper to ſpare for an ad- 
dreſs, which would afford ſo little fatisfaction to 


By myſelf 1 in the writing, and perhaps leſs to my rea- 
der inthe peruſing. | 


It may, indeed, be faid, that as I gave ſome 


account of myſelf in the beginning of this work, it 
would be no more than good manners to take a 


decent leave of the public at the end of it ; but to 


| this ] muſt have leave to reply, that there is a wide 
difference between coming and going : 


when 4 
man intrudes himſelf wto ſtrange company, it cer- 


_ tainly behoves. him to tell the buſineſs that brought 


him there; but when he has done that, and has 
no more to fay, I believe every one will allow, that 


| It is the beft good breeding to quit the place without 
_ ceremony, as 1 thall do. 


CHAP. I. 
Contain fuch matters as, it is highly frobable, will 
| be the leaſt ou "g to thoſe for oy Jervice. it 4s 
Kg intended, 


\ HERE 1s, according to the wiſe man's 
phraſe, a folly under the fun, which, in my 


opinion, has As little to be. faid for it as any one of 


the 


this 2d oa fe oe ad. 
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the many others of the preſent age,—and that is,—an 
inſatiable inquiſitiveneſs into future events, as if the 
fore-knowledge of what is to come, would enable 
us either to alleviate or avert the decrees of Pro-. 
vidence—Well does Mr. Dryden ridicule this pro- 

penſity, when he ſays, ir ie : | 


© If fate be not, then what can we foreſee >? 
© And how can we avodd 1t, if it be ” 


 Yetare all | ages, all degrees of both ſexes, taint- 


ed, more or leſs, with this epdemic frenzy;—It 
cannot but afford the moſt aſtoniſhing, as well as 
melancholy refle&tions, in a thinking mind, to ob- 
ſerve how many impoſtors, in and about this great 
town, are nnintained by pretending to the art of 


divination, while the induſtrious followers of law- 


ful occupations /perith for want of due encourage- 
a: I 

As 1 was one day on my Inviſible Progreflions, 
I accompanied a mingled crowd of people into a 
Houſe ſituated in one of the moſt obſcure parts of 
the city :—at firſt I imagined that this was fome 
private chapel, where perſons reforted to pay their 
adorations to the Deity, in a manner not authoriſed 
by the government z but was ſoon convinced of 
my miſtake, when, inſtead of a pulpit and deſk, I 
found the room we came into furniſhed only with 
globes and teleſcopes, and other implements of a 
loothſayer and aftrologer. —On looking round me, 
theſe lines of Dr. Garth's came immediately into 
«© An inner room receives the numerous ſhoals 

+ Of ſuchas pay to be reputed fools : | 

« Globes ſtand on globes ; volumes on volumes 
On ET | oa 
* And planetary ſchemes amuſe the eye. 

* The ape in velvet chair, here lolls at eaſe, 

* To promiſe future health for preſent fees : 

oY B 2 .* 5: Then 
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© Then, as from "Tripod, ſolemn ſhams reveals, 

< And, what the Stars know nothing of, fore- 
OR Oe EET I REP HEY 

© One aſks how ſoon Panthea may be won, 

© Andilongs to feel the marriage fetters on : 

« Others, convinc'd by melancholy proof, 

6 —_— when courteous fates will ſtrike 'em 
"08 Tan ets ys Þ, 
* Some by what means they may redreſs the 

_* wrong, CO me te 
'* When fathers the poſſeſſion keep too long : 
© Others would know the iſſue of their caule, 
* And whether gold can ſolder up the flaws. 


'T had not patience to ſtay | to hear what idle pre- 


.diCtions this oracle would ſpout forth, eſpecially as 
| I had no acquaintance with any of thoſe who I ſay 
came to conſult him ; ſo took my leave of the de 
_ ceiyer and the deceived, full of 1ndignation againſt 
the one, and a pity, mingled with contempt, for 
thootker; > {nt LIT EIS Ov as 


However, as the moſt learned of all ages have 


_ always allowed, that the ſtars have an influence over 


the affairs of this ſublunary world, it muſt be cor- 


feſſed, that thoſe men who profeſs the ſcience of 4 


Aſtrology have the moſt plauſible pretence of any 


among the various tribes of fortune-tellers, for the 
 Impoſitions daily prattifed on' the credulous part of 
mankind. | | : 


But what can be fad; in defence 'of the under: 


 fanding of thoſe people, who waſte their time and 
- . money in conſulting thoſe abje&t dealers in futurity?/ 


-— Creatures who would make you believe they can 
read the moſt hidden decrees of fate in the grounds 
of coffee, tea, chocolate, or powder-blue ; nay, 
even in the dregs of cherry-brandy !—I had often 
heard much talk of theſe ſhe-conjurors, but noi 


_ rill I was convinced 'by the teſtimony of my own 


ſenſes, could ever be brought to believe that perſons, 
endowed with a beral education, could deſcend fo 
_ ans: MWrens y 
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far as to liſten to their inconſiſtent prate, much leſs 


give credit to what they uttered. 


But ſo ſtrong is the defire of looking into the 
feeds of time, eſpecially among the fair ſex, that 
ſometimes the moſt proud, as well as the moſt. 
nice and delicate, will throw aſide all conſideration 
of what they are, or would be thought, and for 
the ſake of being told their fortune, ſend for, careſs, 
and atfociate themſelves with the very loweſt and 


moſt 6irty wretches in human nature. 


 Lyſetta is deſcended from a very ancient and ho- 
nou;able honſe ;——ſhe lived, till conſiderably turn-. 
ed on the wrong fide of thirty, without ciicover- 


ng the leaſt inclination for marriage, mech leſs 


£«ve any room for the moſt ccnforious ever to ſuf- 
pect ſhe encouraged any private galiantries, and the 
whole tenour of her conduct was ſuch 55 no one 
could imagine her capable of hathovuring any notions, 
beneath tie dignity of her birth and charaCer, 
A long ecquaiatance gave me the privilege of 
viſiting her pretty frequently, and never was denied 
acceſs ;—1I was one day at her houſe when ſhe had 
no other company than a young lady with whom _ 
the was extremely intimate ;—while we were drink- 
ing tea her woman came running into the room, 
and with a very ſignificant tone of voice faid, — 


+ Madam, the woman you know of 1s below,”'—* "TI ts 


" yery well, replicd Lyletta, ſhew her iato iy cham-_ 
* ber, and bid her ftay a little ;—then turning to 
her fitend, they ſmiled on each other, —nodded, 
——winked, and ſeemed very biz with ſome ie- 
cret between themiſclves;. nh 
1 found by all this that my preſence might very. 
well be ſpared at this time, ſo turned down my cup 
after the fecond Vith, and. took my leave.—As I was 
going down ſtairs, I heard Lyſetta order herſelf to_ 
be denied to whoever ſhould come that evening ; 
which convincing me of what I before had reafon 
to 1magine, that there was ſomething more than 
ordinary in hand, 1 refolved, if poſlible, to fathom 
the myttery, "ie 
B 3 Accordingly 
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Accordingly I went home, popped on my Inviſt- 
ble Belt, put my Tablets in my pocket, and re- 
_ turned with all rhe ſpeed | could ; —a lazy footman 
lolling againſt a poſt, with the door wide open be-_ 
hind him, gave me an eaſy entrance into the houſe : 
—T very well knew the ſituation of Lyſetts's cham- 
ber, and went direQtly thither ;—but, to my great 
mortification, found the ladies had bolted themſelves 
in, and all I could diſtinguiſh of what was doing, 

for ſome time, was only the horſe baſs of a loud. 
hugh from Lyſeita, and the {queaking treble of a 
thrill te-hee from the other. | 

I flood centinel, however, at the top of the 
ſair-caſe, and. at Iaft, vas happily relieved. — Lyletta 
opened the door, —rung her bell, and called to her 
 womun. to bring clean cups,—having now gained 
admittance, I ſoon perceived what they were 
about ;—a coftee-pot upon the table, —the cregs of 
the liguor it had contained poured into a baſon,— 
ſeveral cups with more figures on the inſide than 
Chineſe makers had japanned on the outſide, and the 
yet recent circles they had left on being whelmed 
cown on a damaſk napkin ſpread on one corner of 
_ the table, preſently informed me they were em- 
 ployed in the art and myſtery of Dutch conjura- , 
tion, —properly, indeed, fo called. as it was firſt 
introduced, among many othcr equally laudable eu 
_ toms, from Holland into Eng'and. | 
"The prieſteſs of theſe farcical rites was a mean. 

habited, il]-looked woman, and though not old had 
her noſe ſaddled with a pair of ſpeCtacles, almoſt as 
big as the tops of the cups ſhe pretended to inſpeR. 
—$She was placed between the two ladies, who 
ſeemed to treat her with the greateſt marks of free- | 
_ dom and civility 

Lyſetta, I found, had been ſo complaiſant to her 
friend, as to let her be firſt ſerved ; but it was 
now ker own turn, end freſh cups being brought, 

and the coffee-oracle having judiciouſly poured the 
| quantity of a tea-ſpoonſul into each, the lady took 
it into her hand, threw out the liquor three ditterent 
| _ way®, 
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: ways, and whelmed it on the cloth, turncd it round 
as many times, and to cloſe the ceremony, firuck 
it a ſlight blow on the bottom with her two fore 
fingers. | 
All: being concluded, the prophet teſs took up the 
iſt with the moſt - folemn air,—looked fiedtaſtly. 
into it, then on 1 ſeita, and airter having repeated 
this feveral tines, at latt deliveied her : or 
in theſe terms : 
Fortune-teller. * 1 fee a ring, maCam z—your la- 
* dyihip will be married.” ; 
 Lyfetta. © *Tis rather a mourning. ring ; ; ſome of 
« my kindred or friends perhaps may die. "© | 
Fortune-te ler, * 1 can ſay nothing as to that, ma- 
* cam, as yet ; ;—but 1 am poſitive what I ſee there 
* is a wedding-ring, for there is a heart juſt by ity 
«* and a little farther there is a great houſe, with 
_ * a high wall anda pair of gates ;—your ladyſhip . 
* will have ſome gentleman that has a fine ſeat in the 
+ country ;—it looks almott like a caſtle, _ 
 Lyfetta. * I know nothing of it z—but what elſe 
« doyou ſee? _ | | 
Fortune-teller. * | Here i iSa man, . that Gang 
* to bring you money ;—here are papers too, I do. 
* not know but they may be bills.” 
Lyſetta. * Very likely ; for [ expett my banker | 
+ hereeither to-day or to-morrow.” 
 Ferture-teller, * "Chen here is a bundle of ſome- 
Y * thing brought to your Jacyſhip's houſe.” 
Iyſetta. * Oh,—that is a new fack I have mak- 
« ing ;-—But is there nothing more 7 
Fortune-teller. * Not in this cup, madam z—but : 
* will look into the next. _ | 
Lyſetta. * Do, for you have told me nothing of 
« any conſequence.” 
Fortune-teller. * T here is a great deal hs madam, 
* Ican perceive already ;—here is a gentleman fitting 
* in an eaſy-chair, leaning his elbow upon the ta- | 
On. ble, and his head upon his hand, and ſeems to 
* beina deep ſtudy. 
 Lyſetta. * Piſh,—what's this to me p PTA 
Ba Fartune- 
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Fortune-teller. * Yes, madam, it is a great deal 
to you ; here is your ladyſhip, and the very. 


fame gentleman upon his knees before you ;q— 
you turn - your head away, and look a little 
ſcornful ; but he has you by the hand. —Bleſs me ! 
here you are both together again, —he is talking 


" BT ac TR a5 Jy © 


plain ;—your ladyihip may fee it yourſelf,” 
In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe held ihe cup to 


Lyſetta, and with a pin pointed out the eyes, the 


noſe, and mouth of the pretended figure ; but Lyſctta 
puſhed it from her, and faid, ” = 

* in my Jie ;—but what ſort of man 1s he 7? | 
 Fertune-teller, * Pretty tall, madam, —— well 
. ſhaped, —very genteel,—has a fair complexion, 
and ſomewhat of a languiſhment in his eyes.” _ 
Tyfeita. * I cannot recollect that I know any 
man who anſwers this deſcription.” Re” 


head,—it muſt be either in three days, or three 
weeks at fartheſt ;—let me confider ;—aye,—the 
'm00n was at the full yeſterday ;==this event mult 
n:ppen before ſhe enters into her laſt quarter ;— 


cicarly,” 


_ With this ſhe took up the third cup, but had 
no ſooner juſt looked into it than fhe fet it down 


again, clapped her hands together, and cried our, 
Fertune-te/ler. * Bieſs me !—now 1 am poſitive 


* your ladyfhip will very ſoon be married ;—here _ 


* 15 an altar,—and a book upon it, —and a parſon, 
* —all as exact as if they were drawn by a pencil.” 


She then took up the cup again, and perceiving 


Lyſetta began to look a little more ſerious than ſhe 
had done, went on 1n this manner : _ 


Godard, Af ant de ts 


very earneſtly to Jeu ;—1I never faw any thing ſo | 


Lyfetta. * ] never could ſee any thing in a cup | 


Fortune-telier, * T ſcarce think you do, madam, 
at preſent ; but. your ladyſhip may take my word 
* for it, that you will ſee and be courted by ſuch 
* a one; for here is a figure of three over his 


but the next cup, it may be, will ſhew it more 


Fortunes. 
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THE INVISTBLE SPY. 9 
Fortune teller, * Well—this is wonderful indeed ; 
« of all the cups I ever turned in my life, I never 
* faw any thing like this ;—here is your ladyſhip 
* hand in hand with that fame gentleman who I told 
« you was in the other ;—I would now ſwear that 
* your Jadyſhip will be a wife before any one imagines 
© you have any thoughts that way.” I gs 
Lyſetta. © I have a very good opinion of your 
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{kill, yet am certain you are miſtaken 1n this pre- 
« giction ; for to tell you the truth, 1 am reſolved 
s never to mary. oo; | No 
 Fortune-teller. © Your ladyſhip may reſolve what 
« you pleaſe, but if the ftars reſolve to the contrary, 
© al your reſolutions will come to notaing ;—madam, 
* there is no reſiſting tate, this gentleman is ordained 
© to be your huſband, and how much fſoever you 
_* may ſet yourſelf againſt it, the decrees of deſtiny. 
_* are inevitable, and you muſt ſubmit.” | k 
Lyſetta, * Oh, heavens! whether I will or not” 
1 Fortune-teller. * Undoubtedly, nadam,—there is 
* no withſtanding the ſuperior powers, and thoſe 
« things which we think the fartheſt removed from 
us, are frequently the moſt near at hand ; fo that 
deſign what you will, reſolve what you will, —it 
is all in yain; your ladyſhip is ordained to be a 
wife, and the gentleman [I fee in theſe cups muſt | 
be your huſband. | FOE, 
Lyſetta. * You put me in mind of what the poet 
& one 20S | © 2 | 
The power that miniſters to God's decrees, 
And executes on earth what he foreſees ; 
 Call'd providence, or chance, or fatal ſway, 
_ Comes with refiſtleſs force, and finds or makes its 
way 3 . 
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| Nor kings, nor nations, nor united power, 
One moment can retard th' appointed hour : 
For whatſoe'er we mortals hate or love, 
Or hope, or fear, depends on powers aboye : 
"They move our appetites to good or ill, 
Ar.d by forefight neceflirate the will, 
+ B: 5 2 ; +2: "Phe 


= —_— _—_ eggs wo 

AS 4 oh "4 = ” 

: WIE IG» oY — een _—_— — eg or W* = - 
pure ——_— __ ne * w - , 


-r Rs : : 
. ©. gy net LIL I Dn» 50, = 4 a 
— RC CE Eg : ” 


1 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
| The young lady, who had done nothing but 
laughed ali this time, now firſt opened her lips to 
ſpeak, and corroborated the truth of Lyſetta's quo- 
| tation with another of equal authority, 
' Young Lady. ©* Ay, my dear, as the inimitable 
* charmiing Cowley tells us in one of his poems: 
An unſeen hand makes all our moves: 
And ſome are great and ſome are ſmall ; 
 Someclimb to good, ſome from good fortune fall : 
Some wiſe men, and ſome fools we call; 
Figures, alas! of ſpeech ; for deſtiny plays us all. 
Fortune-teller. * T am not book-learned ;—1I cannot _ 
* pretend to fay any thing to theſe wiſe men's argu- 
* ments; but I know my buſineſs as well as any 
* ſhe that profeſſes it ;-—what 1 fay may be depended _ 
* on, —and ] would wager a thouſand pounds, if 1 
« were miſtreſs of that ſum, that lady Lyſetta will 
* be married in a few weeks.” Ong Eee 
 Jyfetta. * Well, but if ſuch a thing ſhould come 
© to paſs, do you think I ſhould be happy in the 
* change of my condition? _ Ee | 
Fortune-teller, * There is nothing in the cup, 
* maCcam, that ſhews the contrary ; but I ſhall be 
© able to tell your ladyſhip more after you are mat- 
* ma.” ©; ns or 
This anſwer of the woman ſo much diverted me, 
that it was with ſome difficulty I kept myſelf from 
| burſting into a loud laughter, which if I had done, 
the ladies would certainly have been .more aſtoniſhed 
than at any thing had been faid to them by the For- 
tune-teller ;—however, this accident did not happen, 
and I reſtrained the rifible muſcles, ſo as to make no 
_ report that an Inviſible gueſt had been witneſs to this | 
private converſation. os | 
The cups having been all examined, the prophe- 
teſs, after receiving a handſome gratuity for her 
_ trouble, took her leave, and left Lyſetta and her fair 
companion to reaſon between themſelves on the won- 
ders of her art ;—but my Chriftaline Remembrancer 
being now quite full, it 18 not in my power to relate. 
the particulars of their diſcourſe ; and can only rod 
nk 6 6s BA that 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. nt 
that they both ſeemed to give an implicit credit to 
_ every thing ſhe had pretended to reveal. 
I was very much ſurpriſed to find, that perſons of 
good underſtanding in other things, could ſuffer them- 

_ ſclves to be impoſed upon by ſuch ſtupid ſtuff; which, 

1 confeſs, I then believed had no other meaning in it 

| than to get a trifle of money from ſuch who are weak 
enough to be amuſed with it; but it was not long | 
before I was convinced of the falfity of my opinion 
| In this point, and that thoſe wretches have fometimes 
a farther and more wicked deſign in their pretended 
_ prophecies, : - 


CHAP. Ill 


Preſents the Reader with a wery fooliſh adventure of 
Lyſetta's, to which all that was contained in the 

preceding chapter was only a prelude ; with ſome 
ſhort remarks of the author's own on the extreme 
danger, as well as infatuation, of conſulting For- 
tune-tellers of any kind, and giving credit ta their 
idle and abſurd predidions. = | 


AVIN G diſcovered this folly in Lyſetta, which 

H before I could never have imagined, I began 

now to be cenſorious enough to ſuſpe& ſhe might 
alſo be guilty of others, and therefore took it into 
my head to make her ſome Inviſible Vitits, at thoſe 
hours in which it was likely her behaviour was moſt 
unguarded. | Od | | 
In order to ſatisfy my curiofity in this point, I 
went to her houſe one morning, and found her very 
buſy in looking over ſome new pamphlets, which had 
| been juſt ſent her by her bookſeller :—as I always 
_ thought the moſt certain way to form a true judgment 
of a woman's mind, was in the knowledge of what 
ſort of reading the was moſt delighted with, I was 
glad to percelye that this lady made choice of only 
_ ſuch books as ſhewed her neither a wanton or a - 
cocuette, and returned all thoſe which by their titles 

OE _ diſcovered 
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12 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
diſcovered the leaſt tendency to prophaneneſs or ob- 
ſcent | 
Aﬀex this ſhe took her little ivory folding-ſtick, 
and began to open the leaves of one which ſhe ſeemed 
- moſt impatient to examine ; but before the had gone 
through half the number of ſheets it contained, was 
interrupted by a footman who preſented her with a 
etter, and faid the perſon who brought it waited for 
an anſwer ;—I flipped behind her chair while ſhe 
broke the ſeal, and the contents were as tollow: : 


6 To the als Ly SETTA, 


« May it pleaſe your Ladyfhip, 


ww Manam, 
« FT HOPE your goodneſs will pardon the | Bbirty 
a ſtranger takes in writing to you ; but as lam | 
not fo fortunate to be acquainted with any perſon 
* who can introduce me to your ladyſhip, I am 
_ obliged to become my own ſolicitor, and moſt 
_* humbly requeſt you will allow me the privilege 
«« of waiting on you this afternoon, if no previous 
« engagement intervenes between me and my Ccciires, 
« having ſomething to communicate which 1s of the 
 * utmolt moment to the peace of him who has the 
" | honour to be, 
« With the olk profound reſpef, 
« Maban, 
« Your Jadyſhip? $ 
« Sincerely devoted | 
*« and obedient fery ant, a 
« OrSaMEs,”. 
Lyſetta ſeemed a good deal confounded on reading 
this little e iftle ; and after pauſing a while, argued 
- with herſelf in this manner : 
© Lyſetta. * Good God! if this ſhould be the man 
© the Fortune-teller told me of !—ſhe faid I ſhould 
* kear or ſee ſomething of him within three days, 
«* and this is but the ſecond fince the prediftion : df 
* 1 was ſure he was the perſon ſhe mentioned, [ think. 
+ I ought 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. t3. 
« ] ought not to give him leaye to viſit me, at leaſt 
* not on his firſt requeſting it. —Yet I ſhould be glad, 
methinks, fo ſee 1f he any way anſwers the de-. 
ſcription ſhe gave of him ;—beſides, if I ſhould 
refuſe him, ſome accident or another would bring 
us together ; for it 1s certain that there is no ſuch 
thing as diſappointing fate ;—Why therefore thould 
I keep myſelf in ſuſpenſe ?—no, I will ſee him, 
and hear what he has to fay ;—it may be he may 
come upon ſome other buſineſs than what I imagine, 
and then it would be vaſtly filly in me to avoid him. 
— Whoever he 1s, or whatever his defigns are, it 
can be of no prejudice to me to fee him once ;— 
he cannot run away with me; cannot have me 
againſt my will” | | 
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She then called her ſervant, and bid him tell the 
perſon who brought the letter, —that ſhe ſhould be 
at home in the atternoon, and at leiſure to be {poke 
with by any one who had buſineſs with her. _ 

The fellow ran cown, but had ſcarce time to 
celiver the meſſage he was Charged with, before the 

' repented of it, as may be ſeen by this excjamation ; 

Lyſetta. * Lord! what have I done! if he is 
« really the perfon I take him to be, he muſt think 
* me ſtrangely forward in fo eafily granting him ad- 

* mittance.” | be, : | 
While the vas ſpeaking this ſhe ran to the flair- 
caſe with an intent to retraQ what ſhe had faid ; but 
a ſecond thought with-holding her, the turned back. 

into the room, and cried out, 

Lyſetta. * What a fool I am!—he does not know 
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© that T have confulted with a fortune-teller, nor that 1K 

« I have any reaſon to gueſs at the buſineſs that brings wi 

* him hither ;—Why therefore thould I ſhun him ?— 1 

+ What ſhame can my ſeeing him refle&t upon me ?_ ! I 

« —it wil: be time enough for me to forbid his viſits [1 

« when he has declared himſelf my lover.” _ 

How long the would have continued in that mind _ "e 

| 1s uncertain ;—two ladies came in that inſtant to i". 


defire her company with them to the Park, being a [18 
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14 THE INVISIBLE SPY. ; 
fine clear morning ; to which ſhe conſenting, I left 

\ them to their promenade, and went home, but with 
a full reſolution to return in the afternoon, and ſee 


what event the exp=Red interview would produce. 
But how greatly was I diſappointed ?—I had no 


ſooner entered my apartment than I received a letter, 


requiring my attendance at a judge's chambers that 


ſame afternoon, at four o'clock, which was the very 
time in which it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe Lyſetta's_ 
new gueſt would be with her :—the affair I was ſent 


for upon, however, was of too much conſequence 
to be hazarded for the ſake of fatisfying an idle curi- 


ofity ; but I do not remember I was ever more vexed 
in my whole life. | 


Having diſpatched my buſineſs, which indeed hap- 
pened ſomewhat ſooner than I expeCted, I put on 


my Belt of Inviſibility and went to the houſe of Ly- 
 ſetta ;—I faw a chair waiting, but the door was 


ſhut, and I was obliged to ftay in the ſtreet for,a 


_ conſiderable tine, I believe not leſs than an hour, 
| before it was opened for any perſon either to go in 
.0r out... :- S | M6 


| got entrance at laſt, and paſſed direQly to the 


dining-room, where | found the perſon I was defirous 
of beholding ;—on my looking earneſtly on him, I 
| faw he had fo much the refeinblance of the piQture - 
drawn for him by the fortune-teller, that I preſently 
peiceived ſhe muſt be better acquainted with his 
features than the cups could make her, and that in 
reality ſhe was a marriage-broker, under the diſguiſe 
_ of a coffee-grounds calculator. To EE.” 
He had placed himſelf very cloſe to Lyſetta on a 


ſet'ee, and muſt have been making a declaration of 


love to her, by the anſwer ſhe gave juſt as I came into 
the room. | NE OY OT 


1yſetta. * Sir, it does not become me to hearken 
« to any profeſſions of this nature, from a perſon to 
« whoſe family, fortune, and charaQter I am an en- 
« tire ſtranger. : a 
 Orſames. * It will be eaſy for me, madam, to give 
* you full fatisfation in all theſe particulars Ac 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. Tg 
© till I can do fo, I beg you will permit me, at leaſt, 
* to convince you of my paſſion.” | 
| Lyſetta. * "Tho", Sir, there is no room to doubt, 
* either by your appearance or behayiour, but that 
« you are a gentleman and a man of honour, yet 1 
* ſhould be glad, methinks, to know ſome perſon 
« with whom you are acquainted. ST 
_ Orſames, * Unfortunately for me, madzm, there 
©* is not one ſoul in this town who can give any ac- 
© count of me :—this, perhaps, you will think ſome- 
© what odd; but permit me to pive you a ſhort 
«* ſketch of my hiſtory, and you will ceaſe to won- _ 
« derat it.” — 
Iyſetta. * Then, pray Sir, oblige me fo far,” 
 Orſames. © It is no boaſt in me, madam, to affure 
« your ladyſhip, that my family 1s among the number 
« of the moſt ancient in England, having been ſettled 
here long before the conqueſt, and many of them 
been bithops, judges, and privy-counſellors ; but 
my father, taking ſome diſgult at the meaſures in 
-a Jate reign, reſolved to quit his native country 
| for ever, and to that end fold the ſeat of his an- 
ceſtors, with a very conſiderable eſtate in Somer- 
ſetſhire, and carried the purchaſe money, together 
with his whole fainily, to Philadelphia, where he 
had then a brother, reputed the moſt wealthy mer- 
chant in that place ;—it was there, madam, I was 
| born, and am the only ſurviving iſſue of ty parents, 
and conſequently the ſole heir of their poſſeſſions, 
as alſo of my uncle's, he dying without leaving 7 
any child hehind him.—I fear 1 tire you, madam.” 
Lyſetta, * No, Sir, I beg you will go on. 
Orſames. * From my very infancy there was ſome- 
what in my nature which could not reliſh the man- 
ners of theſe Americans, though born among them ; 
—] had read a great deal, and heard much more 
concerning England, and had always a paſſionate 
 Cefire to come to it ; but my father, even after my 
arriving at maturity, would never liſten to an 
entreaties I made him on that ſcore :—after his 
death, my uncle was no leſs averſe to my removal ; 


«but 
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16 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

* but on his demiſe, finding myſelf freed from all 
« dependency, and entirely maſter of my own actions, 
« 1 left all my effe&ts to be Giſpoſed of by a perſon 


< whoſe integrity I am well aſfured of, and taking 
© with me only a thouland guineas, juſt for preſent 
© uſe, embarked in the tirft ſhip that failed for Eng- 

_ * land, where I happily arrived about fix weeks - 
* ſince. ET Pr ns 


Lyſeita, * But would it not have been better, fir, 


« that you had ftaid at Philadelphia till your affairs 
* had been ſettled ?” | | CEOS 


Orſames. * Not at all, madam; T have friends 


© there that will manage for me as well as if ] were 
© there in perſon ;—beſid:s, an irreſiſtable impulſe . 
+ hurried me to England ;—1I could not then account 


* for my impatience, but am now convinced it was 


_ © my guarcian angel called me, to behold in reality 
< that lovely face I have fo often ſeen in dreams.” | 


Lyſetta. * What, dream of me 


Or/ames. * Yes, madam, though ſo many leagues. 
* Giſtant, my ſpirit has been often with you,—con- 
« verſed with you, and avowed that flame my mot- 


«tal part now feels.” 
Lyfetta. * Is it poſſible”. 
Orſames. * True, by Heaven ” 
Iyfetia. * And are you certain I am the ſame you 
« ſaw in your ſleep ” - el 
Orſames, * I could not be deceived ;—the. firfl 


«4 moment my eyes were bleſt with your divine pre- 


« ſence at the Chapel Royal, I forgot the ſolemni:y 

« of the place, and the pious buſineſs that had brougut 
« ine thither ; and as the poet fays, EO Sonu 

When I attempted to fay my prayers, 
Began my prayers to Heaven, _ 

| And ended them to you. - | 

Iyſetia. * *Tis very wonderful ;—but *tis time 

* enough to talk of theſe things. —As you have re- 

* lated to mie the former part of your life, I would 


. © like to know 1n what manner you intend to regulate 


© the future,” 
| Or/ames, 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. 17 


Orſames. * That muſt be ſubmitted to my 
charming direQreſs ;—all my affairs, as well as my 
heart, muſt henceforth be at your diſpoſal. —1 had 


thoughts, indeed, of purchaſing a finall eſtate, of 


about fifteen hundred or two thouſand pounds a 
year ;—hut whether I ſhould put the remainder 


_ of my fortnne into the public funds, or lay it out 
on an employment at court, I had not yet deter- 


mined.” 


 Iyſetta. * Oh, by all means buy a place at 
Court ;—>t the Court is the only Heaven upon 
_ Earth.” SO | | | | 


Orſames. * Next to your company I believe it 


is; and ſince you approve the thought, ſhall infal- 


3 


I!bly purſue it, 


Lyfetta, * Whoever you marry, fir, will doubtleſs 


be of my opinion.” 


Orſames. * Ah! do not wrong my faithful heart 
ſo much as to imagine it capable of being charmed 


by any other fair !—No,—if all my love, my fer- 


vices, my prayers, ſhould fail to move the aCorable 
| Lyſetta, I vow an eternal celibacy. | | 


Lyſetta. * You men always talk thus when you 
would impoſe on the creculity of. our ſex z—but, 
fir, it is time alone that is the true touchſtone of 


ee 8 GE 
 Urſames. * Madam, it is, and to that, employed 
in my afliduities, and your own gooduefs I ſhall 
truſt the decifion of my fate ;—therefore, 1 once 
more implore your permiſſion to repeat my vows, 
and pay you the tribute which beauty like yours 
demands from love like minc.' C ix 


 Tyfetta. * T will not hear ſo muck of love ;— 
but as you are a ſtranger in town, and as yet have 


no acquaintance, I cannot be uncharitable enougn 
to refuſe you the privilege of viiting me ſome- 
times.” Ms - _ 
Or/ames. * Heavenly creature ! but it is in this 
humble poſture I ought to thank your goodnets, 
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8s THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
With theſe words he threw himſelf upon his Enees, 


and catching hold of both their hands, preffed firſt 
the one and then the other to his lips with the 
greateſt appearance of tranſport ;—all which ſhe 
ſuffered, nor diſcovered the leaft relnCttance ;—L 


know not how long he might have continued in this 
mnte courtthip, it the found of ſonxbody at the 
door had not obliged him ſuddcnly to rife. | 
_ It was Eyſetta's ſervant, who immediately entered 


and preſented her with two letters, which hed been 


juft left her by the poſt ;—ſhe looked on the fuper- 
{criptions, then threw them carelefly on the table, 


without ſhewing any impatience to examine the con-. 
tents; but her lover, either through politenets, or be- 
cauſe he had a&tcd enough of his part for'the firſt 
_ time, thought proper to take his leave, ſaying, he 

would do himſelf the honour to wait on her the 
. next day. - OY | SH 

He was no ſooner gone, than ſhe began to give. a 


looſe to thoſe agitations which his preſence and diſ- 


_ courſe had occafioned in her mind, and which ſhe. 
\ had not without great difficulty reftrained from being, 


viſible. 


It was in theſe terms ſhe expreſſed herſelf, which, 
| Incoherent as they are, I ſhall deliver them to my 


readers, juſt as I found them the next. morning en-- 
_ _graved on my Tablets. | RS 
 Lyfetta. © Well, this is the oddeſt accident! ſure 


there was never any thing ſo aſtoniſhing !—let peo- 
ple fay what they will, —there 1s a great deal in 


the devil ;—how exaQly ſhe deſcribed this gentle- 


ſtars have ordained it otherwiſe, it 1s in vain for 
week woman to reſiſt ; and if his fortune be ſuch 
as he pretends it is, | can ſee no cauſe for any one 
'to blame me. | ty 


"> lp. 909 


Jations, 


LIyſetta. 


the throwing of a cup ;—that woman is certainly 


man.—l Lave faid I would never marry, but if the 


Here ſhe ſtopped, and fe!'l into a little reſverie ; 
| but ſoon coming out of it, thus renewed her ejacu- 
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Lyfetta. * There is nothing in the perfon nor 
addreſs of this new lover, but what is peifecly 
agreeable;—and I believe I ſhall like him well 
enough, on a little more acquaintance with him ; 
—he ſeems vaſtly charmed with me ; but one 
ought not to build on what the men fay on 
theſe occaſions —There 1s ſomething ſtrangely 
particular, indeed, in his dreaming ot me with- 
out ever having ſeen me ;—in fine, the more __ 
I conſider, the more I find the hand of fate is in 
this buſineſs, and I muſt ſubmit ENS 
 Afﬀeer this the ſeemed ſomewhat more compoſed, 
and began to read the letters ſhe had received ;— 
I alſo looked cyer them at the fame time ; but found 
they were only from relations, of family affairs of _ 
no moment to the public, or to the narrative I 
am reciting. | Yd TO ne PT Tony 
When Es home, had thrown myſe}f into 
my eaſy chair, and began to ruminate on the ex- 
traordinary ſcene I had been witneſs of, I knew | 
not whether the baſe defign, which I now plainly 
| perceived had been concerted between the fortune- 
teller and Orfames, or the weakneſs and infatuation __ 
of Lyſetta in giving credit to their romantic les, 
| had the moſt right to engroſs my amazement. | 
But when I refleted more deeply on the various 
iwpoſitions I daily faw practiied in the world, my | 
wonder ceaſed, on account either of the fortune- 
teller or the fortune-hunter, and fixed itſelf entirely 
on the ſimplicity of Lyſetta.—It now ſeemed not 
ſtrange to me, that the moſt illiterate and abject. 
wretches ſhould be endowed with a natural ftore of 
cunning, which, backed by impudence, renders 
| them capable of forming contrivances to deceive ; 
elſe how do we ſo often fee common pick-pockets 
and houſe-breakers circumvent the watchfulneſs of 
the moſt cautious ? but then thoſe ſort of pilferers 
rob us when our heads are turned another way, or 
when we are ſleeping in our beds ; but in liſtening 
to fortune-tellers, we are defrauded with our eyes 


broad | 
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broad open, and give, as it were, our own conſent 
_ to the worſt kind of theft, that of ſtealing away our 


underſtanding. ens 
People guilty of this egregious folly, when de- 


| tected in it, pretend they conſult thofe ridiculous 


oracles for no other end than merely to divert them- 


Hetves, without believing, or even remembering 


afterwards one ſyllable of the prediQions delivered 
to them,—This may, perhaps, at firſt be true ; 
ut there are too many inſtances which prove that. 


_ cuſtom, by degrees, turns into earneſt what might. 
once be meant but as a jeſt, —The reaſon 18 this : 


Thoſe ſubtle creatures frequently find means,. 
either by emiffaries they employ for that purpoſe, 


or by inſinuating themſelves among the ſervants, to. 


et into the fecrets of families, and one real fact, 
erving to make all they ſay believed, gives them 


| the power to work the perſon who depends upon 
them, almoſt to any point they aim at, 


The moſt pernicious deſigns have heen carried 


_ on this way,—-Huſbands have been ſet againſt their 


wives, and wives againſt their huſbands ;—parents 


have been made to diſregard their children, and 


children to forget all obedience to their parents ;— 
the beſt niatches have been broke off, and the moſt 


| diſproportionable ones made :—in fine, there is no 
kind of miſchief but what has happened, when. a 
_ Fortune-teſler has beer: bribed by ſome baſe perſon; 


who has an intereſt in bringing about ſuch events. 
Therefore, as I think there is a Jaw in force 
againſt theſe pretended dealers in futurity, Þ cannot. 


| help faying, that T revret jts not being executed 


with greater punQuality ;- ſince the more ſunple an 
evil appears, the mare dangerous it proves 1n its 


effects, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


Contains the. cataſtrophe of an affair, which the re- 
petition of ought not to give offence to any one, 
except the perſon whoſe reſent ment the author will 

not look upon as a misfortune. TS PN, 

FF YSET TA was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded in her 

LL mind, that it was her fate to marry Orſames, 

_ that ſhe made .not the leaſt attempt to check the 
_ growing inclination ſhe had for him, but rather 
thought it a virtue in her, to encourage the moſt ten- 
der ſentiments for a perſon ordained by Heaven to 
be her huſband. x EN SP On 
| I made ſeveral viſits to her, both in my Viſible 
and Javiſible capacity, and ſeldom went without 
finding Orfames there, and every time more free. 
and degagee than before —He made ſo ſwift a 
progreſs in his courtſhip, that in leſs than a ſort- 
.night he became the Major-Domo of her famity, 
 — commanded all the ſervants, and behaved as if 
already their maſter, -as indeed he was in every 
_ thing except the name. _ 


| To add to all this, Lyſetta ſuffered him to con- 
duct her to all public places ;——they took the air 
| together in the Mall, Keniiy:on-Gardens, and 
_ Hyde-Park, and fat in the ſame box at the Play- 
houſe ; he always dined and ſupped with her, what- 
ever other company were there :—in a word, they 
| were never aſunder but in thoſe hours when decen- 
Cy obliged them to be ſo, ” 7 
| So fltrange a revolution in the behaviour of Ly- 
ſetta made a great deal of noiſe in town ; all her 
acquaintance were ſurpriſed ;—all her friends and 
kindred were very much alarmed at it ; eſpecially 
AS the perſon to whom ſhe ſhewed theſe extraordi- 
nary favours was altogether unknown in the world, 
- nor could th:y cet the leaſt account of hin, 


*:- Thaſk, © 
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Thoſe, who either through a long converſation 


_ or affinity of blood, could take the privilege of 


diſcourſing with her on this head, did it in a very 
free manner ; but the anſwers ſhe gave to their in- 


terrogatories were far from being fatisfaQtory to. 
them ;—when ſhe told them his hiſtory as he had 


related it to her, they treated it with contempt ;— 


ſome ſaid, —-that he was an impoſtor others | 


more modeſt, that they wiſhed he was not ſo:— 
to both which ſhe returned, that whatever he 
were, ſhe was certain it was ks fate to marry him, 


and therefore deſired that they would give them- 
ſelves no farther pain on that occafion. 


As ſhe was naturally of a haughty obſtinate diſ- 


- Poſition, it is highly probable that the remon- 
| ftrances they took the liberty of making to her, 
_ rather ſtrengthened than abated her retolution of 


giving herſelf ts him :—I was at her houſe one_ 

day, * under cover of my Inviſible Belt, when I 

heard the following converſation between them : oi 
Orſames. < Condemn me not, my angel, for 


__ © being fometimes melancholy even in” your divine 


_ preſence ;—though you have promiſed to make 
me one day the happieſt of mankind, and I look 


ing as an Oracle, yet when I confider the length 
of time between me and the conſummation of 
my wiſhes, the impatience of my pation will | 
not ermit me to be gay.” 
Lyſetta. * You men are ye." in ſuch A bury | 


's * in every thing you do.” 


Orſames. © Ah, madam, *tis a dreadful thing to have 


| © one's happineſs depend on the uncertain winds and 
« waves, it may be yet two months before oy: effects 


* canarrive from Philadelphia.” a 
 Lyſetta. * And do you call that ſo long a time? 

Orſames, * A million of ages in the account 
of love; and even, according to common cal- 
culation, longer than human nature can ſuſtain 
continual torments ; — eight whole weeks, fix 


and hfty anxious dayn,: and as many reſtleſs nights ; 
| | « wp” 


upon every word of that dear mouth as unfail- _ 


| < articles of j jointure ard pir-money, | know; are 
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«© upwards of thirteen hundred hours of tedgi- 
+ OUS expectation ; 3 and minutes almoſt num= 
« berleſs, waſted 1n pain which might be paſſed in 
* pleaſure, if you would thorten the tremendous 
6 date.” -. 
Lyſetta. © What would you have me do p 
 Orſames. * Ah ! if you loved, you would not need. 
| © to be told ; but of yourſelf generoully I the 
© bleſſed event nearer to my wiſhes” _ 
 Lyſetta. © You would not have me marry you 
© till your affairs are ſettied, and things can be done 
« regularly for our mutual fatisfaQtion?. = 
 Orſames. * I underftand you, madam 3; 


the 


c cuſtomary In modiſh. marriages z but the paſſion | 
< you have inſpired me with, is of too ſublime a 
\ * nature to ſtoop to ſuch mean forms.—1 aſk-not 
* what your fortune 1s, but will ſettle the whole 
© of mine upon you ;—your lovely perſon is all the 
.* treaſure I am ambitious of preſerving oo re!t 
* ſhall be at your diſpoſal” _ 
 Iyfetta. © "That is kind, indeed ; but more than 
© ] defire or would accept of _ 
 Orſames. * Oh ! that you had no WO foetus | 
« * than your beauty ;—then would the fincerity of _ 
© my love be proved, by endowing you with all. 
F. hu Heaven has made me maſter of. —Alas ! you 
I know | not how ardently,—how faithfully I adore 
* you. | 
5: 8 . Yes, I am vain enongh to think I have 
* ſome ſhare in your affeCtion.' 
Or ſames. * Some ſhare !—oh ! could you _ ſen- 
* ſible of the thouſandth part of what 1 feel, pity, 
_ * if not love, would compel you to eaſe my throb- 
Np * bing heart of the ſuſpence it labours under, and 
| © you would give yourſelf to my deſpairing—dy- 
* ing—burning—bleeding paſlion.” | 
_ Iyfetta. © | have already faid I will be yours, 
* and now again repeat 1t.” 


 Orſames. * But when, my angel E- 
In 
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bis knees before her, —burſt into a flood of well 
 diſſembled tears, and graſped her Robe de Chambre 


In ſpeaking theſe words he threw himſelf upon 


with agonies which I cannot but fa rd had much the 


appearance of reality, while in theſe terms he pro-. 


 ſecuted his deſign : 


bet L ey I ooo 


Or/ſames.. © 1 have till now v ſupported life, but in 
| the rapturous hope of being one day bleſſed in 
your poſſeſſion : but even hope, by its uncertain- 


ty, becomes at laſt too weak an aid; and ſoon, 
very ſoon, my adorable Lyſetta, will you behold 


your faithful lover a cold breathleſs corps, un- 


leſs the balm of your kindneſs recruits the vital 


lamp, and gives freſh vigour to wy” rn ne 
breaking heart. 


_ LTyjetta. © ] cannot hear to ing and ſee you thus; 


—rTiſe, fir,—this poſture does not become the man 


whom I intend to make my huſband.” 


_ Or/ames, * No, by Heaven, I will never quit 


 [yſetta. © Since it muſt be fo, 
- pleaſe. —No, hold ,—[ had Senor myſelf.” 
 Orſames. * Oh, Heavens, what now ! 


your feet without an aſſurance of my happineſs, 


Say then,—oh ! fay ! when ſhall be the bliſsful 
day that makes you mine” _ 


even when you 


Iyſetta. * 1 promiſed a reverend clergyman, my 


© near kinſman, that if ever I nnrried, he ſhould 
© perform the ceremony ;—he is at' preſent out of 
town, but will return next SunGay, and en the 
_ Tueſday following it ſhall not be my fault if we 
do not attend him at the Altar,” | 

Orſames. * Extatic ſound !—may I depend on the 
_ performance of this heavenly promiſe P _ | 
Jyfetta. * You may, and be entirely eaſy on that | 
_ point ; take now my hand, as an earneſt of my giv- 


ing it (© yeu in a more ſolemn manner before a 
parſon : ;—henceforward ] ſhall look upon myſelf 
as yours.” 


Orſames. * Angel !—Goddeſs !: thus then let 


me ſeal the covenant on thoſe charming lips that 


Lyfetta. 


has pronounced 1t,” 


3. - errity 
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_ Iyſetta. © The covenant will not hold good in 

© law, without both parties interchangeably ſign their 

6 aſſent.” \ 

She uttered theſe words with a moſt pleaſin ng ſmile, 

and at the fame time threw her arms about his neck,. 

and returned the paſſionate ſalute ſhe had received | 
from him, adding this tender expreſſion: —__ 

 Lyſetta, * My dear, dear Orſames, I do not now 


© hluſh to confeſs to you, that from the firſt moment = 


* you declared yourſelf my lover, my heart corret- 

© ponded with your vows, and told me what would | 
* be the event.” | 

He affeQted too. much ranlport, on' hearing her: 
ſpeak in this manner, to be able to make any other. 
reply than kiſſes and embraces, which, as the was 
far from-repelling, or ſeeming the leaſt offended at, 
] know not what advantages he might have taken,. 


| on finding her thus ſoftened by his artifices, if a ſud 


den interruption had not, happily for her, broke ol | 
this dangerous entertainment. 

A footinan came in, and told her that her aunt; 
lady Gravelove, was come to viſit her ; on which ſhe 


. cried with ſome peevithneſs, 


Lyſetta. * Pith, — — Why did you not t fax I was 


© from home ? 


 Footman. * Your ladyſhip gave. me no tial or- 
* ders; but if you pleaſe, I will go and tell her that 
© ] was miſlaken, and that your ladyihip went out 
* without my knowing you had done 1o. 

| Lyſetta, + No, no, I muſt ſee her j— go and d fy 
* 1 will wait on her preſently.” _ | 

Then turning fondly to Orfames, faid, 

Lyſetta, * Do you chooſe to join company with 


* my aunt; or thall I fetch ſoine book to amule you | 


© wich till ſhes mage f 
Orſames, * No, wy deareſt love ;— this lady has 
always looked upon me -with an 'unpleafing EVE,..;; 
eſpecially of late, therefore will not offend her 
wich my prefence ;— neither are wy ſpirits enough | 


CTR ip the ' exceſs of joy you have Inſpired 
Vob, JT, Cc © me 


_ La Lay CY 
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'* me with, to read any thing with attention-;—-fo 
-+ will take a little walk” . iy 


-< time.” 


© —all ts aver, ''fauh.,” 


Lyſetta, Do ſo;— but! ſhall expeR you back to 


* ſupper,— my aunt ſeldom ſtays longer than to drink 


* tea, and 1 am fure 1 Jhall not preſs her at this 
| No more was faid on either fide.;— they embraced 
_and-parted,— {he went into the next room, and he 


_down ſtairs, in order to g0 where his buſineſs or In-_ 
.clination calied hun. | EEE TT Ob 


As I never believed this fellow-was what he pre- | 
tended, I had taken ſome pains to diſcover the truth 
.of his circumſtances; but wichout any ſucceſs, till 
It now eame into my mind to'foflow him after he had 
left Lyſetta's houſe ; which I did, reſolving not to 
loſe fight of him till he ſhould return to her again. | 

He went directly to Drury-lane, walked very 


faſt, and never ſtopped till he came to the entrance 


of a narrow paſſage between that place and Wild- 
ſtreet, where he ſtood ſtill, and looked round-him, 
as I ſuppoſe, to ſee if any one was near who might 


| know him; for day was not yet quite ſhut in ;— 

_ then'paſſed a little farther, —tlooked about him again, 

_ and +inding the -coaft, as he thought, clear, none 

| m__ in_the alley but his Inviſible attendant, flipped 
haſh 

met - Ag and told him his friends wereall. above, on 

 which'he ran up ſtairs and .puſhed apen the door of a 


into a little ale-houſe, .where an ald woman 


room, pretty ſpacious, indeed, but had otherwiſe all 
the figns of beggary and-wretchedneſs about it _ 
Here we found five or fix-men, tolerably well ha- 


| bited; but had ſomething in their countenances 
which made me gueſs their occupation, before they 


diſcovered 'it by their .converfation ; for they were | | 
no better than a .gang of thieves and fharpers.— 
They were ſitting xound a table, with a great bowl of 


- punch before them, -when :Orſames ruthed 'in, .and 
With a gay air accoſted them'in theſe terms: 


Or/ames. * Wiſh me joy, my lads,— my hearts 


« Firſt Man. 
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Flt Man. * What, married!” | | | 
Or James. * No, but as good as married ; F_ the | 
« wench and her twelve thouſand pounds are as fure 
Z *« to me, as If T had the one in my arms and the other 
L413 in my pocket ;— 'Tneiday is the day, my buffs.” 
© As he ſpoke this he drummed with his hands up- 
! on the table, androared with a ſhrill voice this ſcrap 
Z of an old ballad : 
| Or/ames, * On "Tueſday morning 'ewill be all 
_ * my care, 

© To powder my locks and to comb up my hair: 
_ © Hey, fo trim and fo ſnug upon Tueſday. 
« But } muft have more money ; by G—<d, T have 
« not a fingle doit left.” 

Second Man, + How !— All the fr pieces gone | 
« already ?”. - 

Orſames, © Ay, faith, and well laid out too 3 
© T ſhall return it with intereſt ; ;— you ſhall all ſhare 
* © in the money, and the woman t0d.—— But come, 
' * how ſtands ftock among you ?*” 
| Third Man. © Curſed low:— tho! we e have been 
j.-4 all out to-day we have not colleQed above thirty 
* pleces, and four gold watches thar muſt be knocked 
© to pleces, and the caſes melted down, or the ma- 
| * kers names may betray us.” | x 
Fourth Man. * The road grows worſe and worſe 
| © every day, I think ;— people are either poorer, or 
* more cautious than ever they were. 

Orſames. *© But did you get nothing from he ay 

« four ladies, that the Fortune-teller told you were 
| © to take the air this morning on Barnes-common ?” 
Fifth Man. * 1 thould have done ; but as the 
* devil would have it, juſt as they were going to pull 
© but their purſes, three geatlemen, with fire arms, 
* came galloping towards us, and obliged me to 

* make of without my booty.” 

Orſames, © "Twas damn'd uulucky.” _ 

Firff Man.  * One meets with a thouſand Rach - | 
* diſappointments ;— for my part I am half ſick of 
' the buſineſs, and ſo I believe we are all.) | 

C 2 Second 
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Second Man. « Ay, faith; 'for what with feeing 
« inn-keepers, coachmen, fortune-tellers, and other 
* ſuch neceſſary informers, we have the leaft part 
« of the profit to ourſelves.” 

Third Man. * Ay,— 1 wiſh, Orſames, you were 
« once married, that you might ſet up a ganmung table 
* under the ſanQion of your lady's name ;— gaming 
< Is ten times more Ora. as well as a fater way 


of thieving,” 


Orjame;. * You know It was my bargain, and 

« you may depend upon ny honour that it thall be the 
« firſt thing ] will do.” 

Fourth Man. © It will be a joyful gay ; ; for ſi ince | 
* taxes have been ſo high, and trade ſo low, ſuch 
< numbers of ſhop-keepers are obliged to take the 
* road, that. we. old practitioners Can icarce 0s 
« living by i:.' 

Or james. * Well, well, all this will be over in « 


<£ ſhort time ; — but you muſt raiſe me ſome caſh ; 


© —[can ealily gtve you an 2 ACCOunt of the hfty pie- 


* ces, 


Fifth Man. * No, va. it needs not .— WC know 

* you would not ſink upon us.” 

Or/ames. * I choole, Rn” to FS it the | 
« fiſt article is five guineas to the Fortune-teller, a: 
© an earneſt of the hundred the is to receive after my _ 
« marriage with ,Lyſetta-; — the ſecond is twenty 

* pounds for a gold ſnuff-box, which 1 pretended to 
© have brought rom Philadeiphia, and preſented. to her 


'* ladyſhip:— the third is about -ten, more, ſpent in 
< three ſeveral jaunts I made with her to Richmond, 


* Windſor, and Greenwich:— the remainder, you 
' may believe, might well be ſpent in donations to 
, her ſervants, board-wages to My Own man,— pay-. 
* ivg my lodgings at two guineas a week, chair his þ 
© and other ſuch neceſſary expences.” 
| firſt Man. *© You could do noleſs.” : 
Second Man. © Ay, ay,— nothing of all this could 
* have bcen ſpared. — But what ſum do you demand 
* at preſent 2 FE] 
6 Orſumes 
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.__ Or/ames. * I believe twenty pieces will defray 
* the whole charges of the wedding, which 1s all I 
* want ;— after them, my boys I ſhall have TROUgE 
* for you all.” 7 
On this every one turned out his pockets, and the 
ſum requeſted was inmediately made up and laid 
_ upon the table, which Or/ames put into his purſe ; 
and then ſome diſcourſe enſued among this vicious | 
company which I chooſe to paſs over in ſilence, as it 
would be no fit entertainment for the chaſte ears 'of 
my fair readers, 
 Orſames ſtayed with them PEO two hows; and 
then took his leave in order to ſup with Lyſetta, as 
ſhe had defired he would ;—T accompanied him not 
| thither, but went home to my own apartment, more 
full of confuſion at the dilcove ry I had made than L an 
_ able to exprels. 
Tho? 1 half deſpiſed Lyſetta for the follies I had 
| ſeen her guilty of, yet when I refleQed on her birth, 
and the. character ſhe had hitherto maintained in the 
world, I could not bear the thoughts of her becom- 
wp the victim of the baſe delign concerted againt 
| her; and her fortune reputation, and eternal peace. 
of mind, the prey of ſuch a neſt of villains. | 
_ My whole ſtudy was now fully bent how to ſnatch 
this unfortunate Jady from that guiph of perdition 
fhe was upon the brink of, and fo near plunging into. 
1 was extremely divided in my thoughts what to 
. Co on this occaſion ; to give her any hin's concern- 
ing the dangers to which the expoſed herſclt and re- 
putation, by encouraging the addreiſes of a man 
, whoſe charaCter ſthe was fo line acquainted with, I 


u knew would be in vain, as ſhe had rejected all the 
9 Warnings given her on that ſcore, and refuſed to liſten 
i to the admonitions of her beſt friends and neareſt kin- 
"y __ ared.— | had it in my power, indeed, to inform her 
of much more than any of them could even gueſs at ; 
1 but then I could not relate the ſcene I had been wit- 


; neſs, of without diſcovering at the ſame time the ſe- 
, i E.3- LE cret. 
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cret of my Inviſible Bett, which was by no means pro- 
per for me to entruſt her with. 
Fo acquaint her by letter with what I know cOn- 

_ cerning Orfames, and the villainous conſpiracy that 
hed been formed to ruin her, I feared would be to as 
little purpoſe ; ard doubted not but ſhe would look 
| upon an anonymous intimation only as a piece of 
_ malice, and treat it with the contempt it might feem 

to merit ;— as this, however, was the only method 
which I could take to ſave her, with any convenience 
_ to myſelf, 1 refolved to puriue it ; and accordingly 
wrote fo her the next morning a full account of all 
{ had been witneſs of, betweca Oriames and his wiC- 
ked companions. _ 

1 made this letter be left at her houſe before the 
time in which ſhe uſually got out of bed, to the end 
He might have Jeifure to conficer the contents, with- 
_ out being Interrupted by any company coming In ;— 
a5 I was defirous of ſeeing 'n what manner the would 
xr-ccive this intelligence, I went, under cover of my 
| Belt, and gained entrar.ce juſt as the had finiſhed the 
peruſal. - - 

: Lr bebayiour was ſuch as I had apprehenced it 

would be ; fhe tore the letter,— ſtormed, ang cried 
out, 

©: bafetta. -: Was FE ever fo much impndence ! "= 

Sure the perſon that ſent this :nfamous ſcraw] maſt 

taye a very nean opinion of my underſtanding, 

to think 1 could give the Jeaft credit to ſuch a vile 

aſpertion.— Orſames an umpoſtor! a companion 

tor thieves and vagabonds !— ridiculous,” 

And then K ain: 

Lyſetta. * This muſt certainly be a contrivance of 

* ſome of my wiſe kindred to. break off the match: 

« — T could find in my heatt to ſend for Orſames and 

« marry hina thi. inſtant, to ſhew how much I del- 

* Fiſe their little malice:-— but *tis no matter, — 

s Tueſday wilt foon ArTIVE, and that will put an end 


* to: all, 
1 ſtayed 
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[ Rayed a full half hour, in the ſuppoſition that 


 Orfames would make her a morning's viſit ; but 


finding, by ſome diſcourſe ſhe- had with her maid, 
that ſhe-did not expe@ him, and was making herſelf 


_ ready to go among the ſhops tor things the- wanted to 


buy, I quitted her apartivent much diſconcerted at 
the 1!] ſucceſs of what I had done. | 
However, as I had little elſe to employ my time | 
that day, I went again in the aiternoon. Orfames 
was now there, and two ladies-of Lyſetta' $ particu- 


| har acquaintance :— whether ſhe had mentioned any 
thing to him of the letter I cannot be certain; but 


am apt to think ſhe had not ; for he ap eared wan 
an alertneſs, which, by all I could dit cover, 


nothing of conſtraint in it. 


Cards - were: called for, and they'were juſt goirig 
to fit down to Whiſt, when word was brought Ly- 
ſetta that her couſin, Capt. Platoon, was juit ar- 
rived from Carlifle and come to wait upon her, on 


- which ſhe ordered him to be ſhewed up immediately. 


Orſames, who 1 perceived had turned pale as aſhes 
on hearing this gentleman's name, now roſe haftily | 


| from his chair, and faid to Lyſetta, 


Orſames, * I have juſt thought of ſome buſineſs 
* 1 had to diſpatch z— your ladyſhip muſt excuſe 


me. 


 Iyfetta.. © You will not go ?? | 

| Orſames.. * The affair that calls me'is s of conſe- 
*'quence;— I cannot ſtay.” | | 

She was going to make ſome reply, but the Cap- * 


tain came that inſtant into the room ;— while he was 


paying his compliments to his couſin and the other 
lacies, Orſames had taken up his hat and was en- 
deayouting to flip out unperceived ; but the quick- 


 bightedueſs of Lyſetta prevented him ; ;— ſhe ran to 


kim, and catching hold of his ſleeve ſpoke thus : 


Lyjetta. * You ſhall not £0, at leaſt till [ have 
* preſented you to my couſin.” 


Then tur unirg to the Captain, aid, 


7 +I PIs . Iyſatta. 
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_ Lyſetta. * This is a gentleman, couſin, whoſe 
- © acquaintance, I believe, you will hereafter think 

{ JOUR per in, Bo 
_ On this the Captain advanced with great polire- 
« neſs to embrace the perſon his fair kinfwoman pre- 
_ fented to him ; but had no ſooner fixed his eyes upon 

his face, than he ſtarted back with the utmoſt aſto- 
- wthment, and cried out to Lyſetta: 

Capt. Platoon. * What is the meaning of this, 

* madam?— Who would you introduce to me ?? 

She was opening her mouth to- make ſome an- 
-ſwer; but Orfames, -who was drawing as faſt as he 
_ rovid-towares the door, hindered her trom ſpeaking, 
- by ſaying with a hefttating voice : Gs 

 OrJames. * Madam, —the gentleman does not 
'* ſeem to deſire any new ecquaintance ; — I will 

« wait on your ladyſhip another time? 

- In ſpeaking this he got to the top -of the ſtair-caſe, 
. and *nts likely would have - made but one ſtep to the 

bottom, if the Captain had not prevented him, by 

running to. him and catching faſt hold of him by the 
_ collar, aragged him back, faying at the ſame time ; 
| Capt. Platgon. © No, raſcal, you muſt not think 

* to leave this place, til] you have conſeſſed what de- 
* vil-gave ycu the impudence to introcuce yourſelf 

* into ſuch company,— and on what villainous de- 

* ſign you are thus Cifguiſed in the habit of a gentle- 

«* man.” od or mp RS 

 Orſames., © Sir, I don't underſtand this uſage ;— 

© you neither know me nor did ] ever fee you be- 

* lore :— you muſt miſlake me for ſome other.” 

Capt. P'atoon. * Dog,— do you think I-am to 

* be deceived by the dreſs I ſee you in? EY. 

Then addrefling himfclf to Lyſetta, who ſtood as 
amotionleſs as if transfixed whh thunder, went on 
"8: thus : | | | | ” | 
WH + Capt. Flatcen. * Madam, by what means ſoever 
F | © this villain has impoſed upon you, I do aſſure you, 
© upon my hcnour, that two months ago he was a 
* private man in Capt. Cutcomb's company, and 
« drummed out of the regiment for pig-ſtcaling, pad 
DD « other 
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* other miſdemeanors ; for ſome of which, indeed, 
« he ought to have been hangea.” 

On theſe words Lyſetta ſcreamed out,—* Oh! 


*© Heavens !'— and fell into a ſwoon ;— the Cap- 


tain ſeeing this, quirted his priſoner to run with the 
two ladies to her aiſiftance; and Orſames took this 
_ opportunity of making his eſcape. 

Proper means being applied, the ſoon recovered, 
and the ſwelling paſſions which had occafioned this 
diſorder vented themſelves in tears ;— the Captain 
appeared a little impatient to know how ſhe became 
acquainted with ſuch a wretch as Orſames ; but ſhe 
rold him ſhe was not then in a condition to inform 
him of the particulars, — ſaid, the was very ill end 
muſt lie down, and deſired to ſee him another time ; 


' — on which he took his leave, as did the two la- 
dies, who knowing Ortam?s had profeſſed himſelf 


her lover, and the encouragement the had given him, 
I could perceive ſmiied within themſelves at the diſ- 
covery. 
Tus was Lyſetta preſerved from ruin, and had no 
other puniſhment for her folly than being laughed at 
by thoſe who were privy to the atair :— as for Or- 


 ſames, I have fince met him abuur town in a very | 
thabby and tattered condition ;— the gang of villains, 


his aſſociates, 1 believe, are diſperted, and one of 
them has made his exit at 'T'yburn. 


CHAP. V. 


Treats 9n various matters, ſome of which, the au- 


thor dares wenture to afure the public, will here- 
after be found nat only more entertaining, but alſo 
of more conſequence than at preſent they appear to 


N 
Ls 


HAD been told that lady PlayhclJ's rout wis an 
alſemblage of :thz mot b;illiant and polite pecſons 
of both ſexes, . and: tho” [ never_had any great opt 
nion of theſe ſort of meetings, ver I wagaemp'ed to 
2 thither, in order to be myſelf a witneſs how far 
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the deſcription that had been given me was conſo- 
pant to truth.—As Iam an entve ſtranger to her lady- 
{hip, and did not care for the formality of being in- 


tioduced by any one who went there, I choſe to make. 


this viſit in my Inviſible capacity. RS 
'The great number of wax-tapers, the ſparkle of 
the ladies jewels, and the extraordinary beauty of 
fume among them, was dazzling to my eyes at fiz{t 
entrance; but I ſoon found that I had the ſame fault 
to find with this as I had done in all other mixed 
company I ever ſaw ;— a kind of hurry and confu- 
fion, which deſtroys that folid converfation that is ſo 
_ agreeable, when only a few fele@ friends are met to- 
gether. | CITE ID Fn: " 
It was very near nine o'clock when I went thither, 
yet there were ſeveral who came in after me ;— lady 
 Playfield received ail of them with her accuſtomed 
politeneſs ; but for a great while there was nothing 
in the fſalutations on either fide which engrofſed my 
attention, ſo far as to make me ſpread my "Tablets to 
retain It. | - ES 


T1 was, indeed, quite indolent to every thing that 


was ſaid, till the entrance of lady Allmode gave a 
little ſpur to my curioſity ;— I heard much talk of 
this lady, not only for her being extravagantly fond 
of every new faſhion, but alſo tor a certain peculi- 
arity in her manner of converſation, which made her 

_ a&mired by people of a low education, and as muvuh 
taughed at by thoſe of a ſuperior. | 

1 had been told that ſhe had an utter averſion. to 
plain Engliſh ;— and to thorough a contempt for what 
the called the vulgar way of ſpeaking, that when ſhe 

talked, even on the moſt common things, ſhe inter- 
larded all the faid with the hardeſt words ſhe could 
pick out of the dictionary, and frequently coined new 

_ ones of her own, which ncver were nor ſcarce ever 
will be found in any Vocabulary. oy CUE 

Lady Playfield, F perceived, received her with a 


great deal of reſpe& ;— I was then at fome diſtance, 


but on finding they were entering into converſation, 


drew 
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drew more near, to have an opportunity of hearing 
and improving myſclf, by a perſon of whom fo ex- 


traordinary a deſcription had been given me. 


Aiter the firſt compliments were over, lady Play- 
field addrefied herſelt to her in theſe terms : 

Lady Playfeld, * Tho' I am always happy when 
« I ſee your ladyſhip, yet now I can fearce forbear 
* complaining of your unkindnefs in coming with- 


+ out Miſs Arabella ; p=— J hear the has been in town 


* above a week.” 
Lady Allmode. * 1 could nor have been eihy ot 


 * fo enormous a ſoleciſm in good breeding, as not to 


5? 


© have brought her to pay her duty to your Jadyſhip, 
« if there had been a poflibility in nature to have 
« done it” 
Lady Playfield.. E: Thope Miſs is well, madam.” 
Lady Al. mode. * PerieQiy, ſo, macam, as to 


© her health; but ſuch a ſight, — ſuch a figure pe 


* greater metamor phoſis than any in Ovid,” _ 
Lady Playfield. * What dces your ladyſhip mean *” 
"lab Allmade. * Oh, madam, the remoteſt cor- 


© ners of the moſt defare of the three Arabias never 


* produced ſuch a creature,— fuch a 'Iramontane, 


| * as the Italians elegantly phraſe it. — Well, — theſe 


* people, who live a great way from London, are 


* ſuch abfſurdians, — ſuch awkwardi:ics. — Would 


* your hdyſhip believe it, — they ſent the girl home 


© in a Cap that quite covered the drum of her ears?” 


Lady Playfield. © That might be to prevent her 
* from catching cold in the ſtage-coach.” 
Lady Al mode. * Oh, Jupiter !-- how am T ſur- 
* piiſed to hear your adythip talk in this manner !/— 
—as if any one could catch cold with what is the 
faſhion.— But this is not all,— the girl had ſeveral 
new ſuits of: cloaths when ſhe left London, made in 
the genteeleſt taſte ; but my country aunt took it 


pattern, or that ſhe had out-grown th em; out of mere 
* good will and ſimplicity, has lengthened all her pet- 


- * licoats to "och a ridiculous w, that they almoſt 


, | CONV 


into her head, that either I had allowed too ſcanty "he 
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* come down to the buckles of her ſhoes ;— I proteſt 


© one can ſcarce ſee whether ſhe has any ancles, much 


© lefs if the has any calves to her legs.” | 
| On this a gentleman who ſtood pretty near ap- 


_ proached lady Allmode, and with a tone the mecſt 


3ronical that could be, replied to what ſhe had faid in 


Gentleman, ©* Your ladyſhip muſt excuſe the miſ- 
* take your aunt has made ; for I fancy the faſhion of 
« going half naked may not yet have reached ſo far 
© as Wales.” PE TIP, | es,” | 
Lady Allmede. * You certainly ſpeak the ratio- 
naiii of the thing, fir ;— ſew of theſe mountaineers 
| _— any thing but loading their tables with pro- 
viſions, teafting their tenants, paying their debts, 
fanding up for the liberties of their country, and 
ſuch like antiquated obſolete cuſtoms ;— for my 
_ part all my faculties are immerged in a profundity 
of aſtoniſhment, to think that my aunt could mar- 
Ty and ſettle among ſuch aliens to politeneſs, — 
{uch heathens to the laws of good breeding and the 
og. oe LOS 
Gentleman. * Perhaps, madam, the cuſtoms and 


a 


Lo 


* manners you mention were in rogue at the time of 
* your aunt's marriage ?” | | 


Lady 41 mode. * I proteſt, ir, you have hit upon 
* the ſolution of this enigma ;—1t was, indeed, in 


© the reign of queen Anne that ſhe married.” 


I had ſeen enough of this fine lady, and did not 


chooſe to have my Tablets crowded with any note 


of her unintelligible jargon, ſo retired to another part 
of the room, where I ſaw three lacies got together, 
and ſeemed very earneſt in diſcourſe. | 
But little was I like to be the better for my near 
approach, for being on the topic of ſcandal, each 
was ſo full, and ſo highly delighted with the thoughts 
of it, that all ſpeaking at the ſame time prevented me 


trom hearing diſtintly what was faid by any of 


them; and all I could gather at laſt was, that a 


certain lady of their acquaintance had been caught 


with her footman ; and that ker huſband contented 
- Dy EF hos ES himſelf 


T, 


al 
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ſelf 


| bimſelf with ſecuring his future honour by an Italian 
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fafe-guard. es 2 | 

As I had been informed of the particulars of this 
ſtory before, the foible of the tranſgreiling fair did 


not ſo mnch engroſs my meditations as the pleaſure 


ihoſe of her own ſex ſeemed to take in expoling it, 
and I could not help ſaying to. myſelf with the Poet : 
* There is a luſt in man no charm can tame, 
* Of loudly publiſhing his neighbour's ſhame: 
-On Fagles wings immortal ſcandals fly, 
While virtuous aCtions are but born, and die. 


_. 


£ 


But this was a place more proper to colle& matter 
for refleQtion hereafter, than to indulge it at preſent ; 


' ſo I paſſed on among the gaming-tables, which were 
eleven in number, and none of them unoccupied. 
| Here it was pleafant enough to obſerve the vart-_ 


ous attitudes of thoſe that plaved; and I think there 


is not a more ſure way of judging people's difpoſiti- 
- ons than to ſee them at this diverſion ; — ſome of 
thoſe who ſwept the ſtakes, received the favours for- 


tune beſtowed on them with an eafe and calmneſs, 
which ſthewed that they had not been over anxious 
whether ſhe ſmiled or frowned ; but there were many 
more, who ſnatched up the glittering metal with a 
greedinefs, which ſufficiently demonſtrated that ava- 
rice was the chief excitement to what they did, _ 

As for the Joſers, it gave me an infinite fatisfaQtion 
to ſee the unconcerned behaviour of ſome few among 
them ;— while others again filled me with a no leſs 


 {enſible diſquiet at their impatience : — I was aſhamed 
to find a gentleman of rank and fortune forget all po- 
| Iiteneſs, and ſometimes even common decency, to 


thoſe who had his money in their pockets ; and ſorry 
in my heart to ſee a lady bite her lips, wrinkle her 


forehead with unbecoming frowns, diftort every fea-_ 
ture, and disfigure all the charms that nature had 
beſtowed on her, for the loſs of what was not worth 


balf that anxiety to preferve.—* Good Heaven! faid 
Fa ELITES — | 
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— tore her fan, and cried, 
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© I to myſelf, if this be the effeQts of gaming, what 


* madneſs is It to venture one's peace in that uncer- 
* tain gulph ” Fe revs Es 
 Iremember a ſaying of od Mafſenger's, which may 


_ be applicable enough on this occaſion : 


* The wiſe will never put in fortune's power, 
* That which they cannot loſe without repining.” 


"The beautiful Iſmena was this right among the 
number of the unfortunates, but not of the tmpati- 
ens, — I ſtood behind her chair, and ſaw her empty 
a well filled purſe, and take out of it even the lait 


Evinea with a ſmile ; — ſhe was, indeed, a young la- 


Gy- lately come to the poſſcilion of a very large for- 
tune, and could not want what ſhe had thrown away; 
but the ſame might alſo be ſaid of Clarinda, who 
played at the fame table with her, and had alſo loſt 


a (conſiderable ſum to fir Charles Fairlove, with 
whom theſe two ladies had been. engaged -this whole 
evening at a Pooke at Picquet : — but ſee. the difler- 


erce,, the latter of them roſe from the table in a fury, 
Clarinda, * Curſe the cards,—- I will play no _ 
* more this night, — that I am reſolved ;— at leaſt 
* not with fir Charles.” PDT 7 Pe, On 
Iſmena. * Nay, madam, we have no reaſon to be - 
angry with fir Charles, for having done by us what 
we would gladly have done by him ;— for my part, 
tho' he has ſtripped me of all I had about me, 1 am 
as good friends with him as ever.” | | 
Sir Char 'es Fairlove. * | hope ſo, madam, other- 
* wiſe the good-luck I have had at play would prove 
* the greateſt misfortune of my life.” Rt 
 Clarinda, * The devil's in the cards to-night,. I 
«* think; —I never loſt at Picquet in my lite before, 


* — and now I have thrown away, I cannot juſtly 


« fay how much,— but Tl ſee 


She then turned to the table, and poured out of a | 


_ purſe what was remaining in it, and having counted 
- the ſum went on in the ſame heat as before. 


Clarinda. 


6 
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Clarinda. * Yes,— by Heaven I thought fol— 


« no teſs than fix and twenty pieces.” 
_ Sir Charles Fairlove. * ] ſhould be ſorry, dn, 


© to give you any diſquiet on the ſcore of iuch a tri- 


« fle; but I can do no more than offer you a chance for 

© regaining all you have loſt ;— if you pleaſe, I will 

« ſtake the whole againſt five Re 
 Clarinda. * 1 ſhould loſe that too, 1 ſuppoſe.” 
Iſmena. * Venture it, however ;— if you loſe it 


«© Til be your halves, and ſend you the money [0- 


© morrow morning.” 


 Clarinda. © Well then g will make one more eſ- 


« ſay. 
With theſe words ſhe fat down again; -— they 


played ; ſhe was the winner, and now appeared as 


gay and happy as the had lately been diſcontented ; 
-- fir Charles ſmiled with ſome Giſdain at this reverſe 


in her humovr. ard turning to ]Jſmena, ſaid, 


Sir Charles Fi ir lowe. * Now, madam, You aut | 


© take up the winner.” 


I/mena, © She muſt give me credit then, fir; you. 


* both know [I have no tlake to lay down.” 
C arinda. * You mult excuſe me for that, ma- 


* dam,— 1t may turn my luck ;— beſides, one has 
* no heart to play when one docs not ſee the money 


«4 on the table,*. 
Sir Charles Fairlove. « Welt then, bexueifal If- 
© mena,-- I will give you credit ;— or if you pleaſe, 


* will phy upon the ERIE wy honour againſt 
yours.! 


Iſmena. « With all my heart, fir Charles” 
The il-nature, the i{-manners, and, indeed, the 


ingratitude of Clarinda, in refuſing to give the credit | 
_ of a ſtake at cards, to a friend who had juſt before _ 
oftered to pay half the loſſes ſhe thould ſuſtain in play- 


ing with anocher, made that young lady as diſagreea - 
ble in my eyes, as the ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and 


generoſity of the ſprightly Iſmena, made her charming. 
to a much greater degree than ever the had appeared. 


to me before, all lovely, as it muſt be confeſſed ſhe 
5 z== but to proceed: 


Iſmena 
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Iſmena having accepted the challenge of ſir Charles, 
the cut the cards, and tried once more what chance 


_ would do for her ;— chance was ſtill againit ker, and 
_ fir Charles again the conqueror.— The game bcing 
_ over, ſhe faid laughing : 


Iſmexa, * Well, —T may now « Fortune is my 


© foe,—and content myſelf, .for the remainder of 

_* this night, with being an humble ſpeQator of other 
_ © people's diverizon, fince 1 am not ina condition to 
+ partake of it myſelf.” 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * It will be your. own fuk 
* then, macam, it you are ;— I believe I have an 
* hundred and ſome odd pieces about me, which are 
« all at your devotion.” | 

Tſmena. * I thank you, fir Charles ; but I & 
* not chooſe to riſque fo much as that at one ſitting: 
* — I do not care, however, if Tbecome your ceb- 
* tor for twenty. pieces.” | 

Sir Charles Fairlove, © You do me a pleaſure, 
* madam, in accepting any part of the offer I mace 
© you:— there is the trifle you mention, if Fl | 
* want more I beg you will command it.” 

Iſmena, * No, fir, | am determined to play no 
* farther than this,— I am much obliged to you for 


* the favour, and will return it to-morrow morning.” 


She then took up the twenty guineas fir Charles 
had laid down and put them into her' purſe 3 but 


while the was doing fo, he replied. to her laſt words 


in this manner : 
Sir Charles Fairlove. There. iS no zcel 10n, 


« madam, for you to give «HC the trouble of 
* ſending this trifle to me — I have buſineſs that will 
* bring mg into your neighbourhood to morrow morn- 
* 1ng, a ard if you are ſo good to permit me that ho- 
* nour, will wait on you about twelye. 

1/mena. * You may dypend, fir, on my being at 


« home.” 
Clarinda, who had not opened her mouth all this 


time, no ſooner fav her fair friend receive the mo- 


ney than ſhe laid her hand on Lei's, and with a gay 
air faid to ker : 


'< "rinds 
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Clarinda, * Now, my dear, I am ready for you, 
© if you pleaſe, and willing to venture as much with 
_ © you as you have borrowed of fir Charles, | | 
_ To this Iſmena replied, with more ſeriouſne's than 
ſhe was wont to put on:  _ pe 
 Jjmena, * No, madam,— T have been very unluc- 
* ky here, and am reſolved to change hands ;— I fee 
« lady Longmore has given out at the Whilſt table 
 « yonder, — Ill goand take her place." EE 
_ 'With theſe words the roſe 
and did as ſhe had faid, without waiting to hear any 
thing that might be offered to detain her, by either 


b 


Fairtove followed her to the other table, and ſtood 


behind her chair till he faw her win more than the : 


ſurn he had lent her. Eh Lg: 
On the company's breaking up ſhe looked round 
the room for fir Charles, in order, as I ſuppoſe, -to 
'return the money to him ; but if ſhe had any ſuch 


deſign he had taken care to prevent the execution of 


_ It, by leaving the place ſome little time before ſhe had 
| done playing. a oo on 
KF This ation of fir Charles, joined to ſome amo- 


rous glances I had perceived him to regard her with, 


made me fuſpe& he had ſome farther view than mere 


; complaiſance in what he. had -done; but as he was 
generally accounted a man of honour, and the had. 
; _ an unbleniſhed charaQter, I ſuſpended my judgment, 


till I ſhould ſee the event of the viſit ſhe had promiſed 


to receive from him the next morning. _ 


f After I had quitted this ſcene of gay confuſion, as. 
| Mr. Addiſon elegantly expreſſes it, and had time to. 
- 11uminate on the tranſactions that evening had pre- 
- ſented me with, fir Charles Fairlove and Iſmena ran 
very much in my head, but did not fo totally engrofs 
t my attention. as to make me negligent of all others : 
| —]T had heard ſeveral of the affembly fay to each 
Is other, that Miſs Allmode was a moſt beautiful young 
j- reature, and would certainly be the reigning toaſt 
y of the town if not ſpoiled by the affeQation of her 


Mather ; 


aſtily from her ſeat - 


_ of thoſe ſhe had been playing with.— Sir Charles - 
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& Allmode and her daughter ; ——— I went thither 


_- 


mother ; and this diſtin deſcription. gave - me 2 
curioſity both” to ſee the girl, and in what man- 
oy her ſelf-ſufficient ladyſhip behaved toward; 
—. | 
Accordingly T' laid down a plan for my. progref- 
fion the next morning, which was -this :—to go to 
iidy Allmode's, as early as it was reaſonable to 
{uppoſe ſhe'and Her: daughter would be ftirsing, . and. 


from thence paſs on tothe apartment of Iſmena, at 


the time Sir Charles Fairl6ve had appointed to be 


there ; and then, having fully ſertled this point .in 
my mind, . began: to remember that the night was 


very far-acvanced, and went to bed, as. it is pro- 


bable ſome of my+ readers. may fird it neceſlary- 
| to. do at this time, IDO y. / : 


"CHAP. VE 

Contains ſuch thirigs as are not often to be met with, 
neither in the one nor the other ſex ; yet are, or at: 
leaft ought to be, equally intereftling to both. | 


| ] R OS E the next morning more early , than 1 had: 


been for the moſt” part accuſtomed to do, in or- 
der to prepare for the two viſits T intended to make ; 
but in ſpite: of all the expedition I could practiſe, 


s I found ' myſelf obliged to. potpone either the one 
__ or Other ti | another day. | 


So much time was elapſed, firſt in tranſcribing. 
what I had been witneſs of at lady Playfeld's, and 
then in getting the dialogues - engraved on my ta- 


| blets expunged by the pure fingers of my yet un- 
polluted virgin, that when all was ready the clock 
wanted but a very few. minutes of-. ſtriking twelve. 


I heſitated not whether | ſhould go to lady All- 
mode's or to Iſmena ; for beſides being very mucþ 


__ prepoſſeſſed in favour of the latter, | did not doubt 


of meeting with ſomething of more conſequence 


in her interview with Sir Charles Fairlove, than 1 


could expe& to find in any diſcourſe hetween la- 


mn 
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in a lucky time, —Sir Chartes Fairlove was juſt ſtep- 
ping out of his chair when I came to the door, — 
{ followed him up ſtairs, and Iſmena received him 
with a great deal of gaiety, but accomparied with 
an equa] air of modeſty ;————as ſoon as they: were 
ſeated, thefaid to him : | 
 I/ſmena. © Your money was very fortunate to me, 
* Sir Charles, T did not loſe one guinea after I be- 
* came your borrower.” 
Sir Charles Fairlove. © Maduns, I congratukire 
* myſelf for being fo happy to ſerve you, tho' on 
* ſo inſignificant an occaſion ;—but ſhould be better 
+ pleaſed to have it in my power to do ſo in much 
« greater things,” 
Iſmena. * T. doubt not of your cently ity t to per- 
« ſons In diſtreſs, and if ever T am reduced to. the 
« ſame exigence again, It 1s likely may have recourſe 
« to the fame hand for relief ;—in the mean time, Sir 
_ © Charles, permit me to return the favour you have 
| < already conferred upon me. 
= In fpeaking this ſhe drew out her purſe and count. 
|= -<d twenty guineas on the table, which Sir Charles 
took up and put into his pocket with a very careleſs 
"Mar; ſaying at the ſame time: _ 
n Sir Charles Fairleve. © 'T his trifte, madam, i IS net- 
* ther worth your returning nor my receiving, nor 
' ſhould I haye ever thought on it, if I had not 
© given you credit On an infinely more valuable 


-_- 
# 
*% 


EW o Wwe 


| * account, _ 

-' i th mena. * Credit !—As how, Sir Chaeles i Fo: 
b Sir Charles Fairlive. * Yes, madam,—a debt 
-  * waich I am too impatient to. wait Jong for the 
- KF * payment of, and am now come to claim.” | 
k //mena. * You rally well, Sir Charles ;— but as. 

| * 1 cannot comprehend the purport, am: not prepared 
|- © to give an anſwer. 
b WU Sir Charles Fairleve. © No, faith, madam, yecu 
Mt * will fnd me extremely ſerious ;—but ſurely you 
e WM * cannot be lo ſtrangely forgetful as not to recollect 
l * what You loft t to we : laſt night at play ?” | 
a- Ifmena. 
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 Iſmena. © ] loſt hothing but what [ paid, Str 
© Charles.” 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Nothing, madam i 
Iſmena: * No, bpon my honour.” 

Sir Charles Fairleve. © You have named. the ve-. 
ry thing, —your honour, madam ;—when a lady 
ventures her honour at a gaming-table, and” is to 
unjucky as to loſe, the muſt expett to. my the 
« forfeit.” 

Ifmena. * What do you mean, Sir Charles 'S 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * My ' meaning needs no ex- 

planation, madam ;—you loſt your honour to nie, 
.and I now demand the immediate poſſeſſion ot 

what I fairly won, and which if you refuſe to 
* yield T have a right to ſeize.” | 
 1/mena. © Ridiculous.” 

Szr Charles Fairlove. * Madam, the codtoihpt you 
. treat my pretenſions with take not away the va- 
lidity of them ;—what was once your honcur'is 

now no longer fo, but mine, and at my diſpoſal ; 

—and you would not, fure, go about to cefraud 
RE - o the good that fortune has beitowed up6n 
« mer” 

Writh thefe which he threw his arms about her 
waiſt, with a freedom which ſhewed he indecd look- 
_ ed upon her as his own :—ſhe ſeemed a little alarn- 
ed at this ation, and ſtarting fome paces from 
him, endeavoured to repulſe the Oey: the was 
guilty of, by ſaying to him: 

Jſmens. * Forbear ;—this fooling 1s offenſive.” 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Madam, this coyneſs is 
trifling ; I am ſurpriſed you will oblige me to have 
recourſe to force for what is ſo much my Que, 
and ] ſhould ſet a higher value upon if chearfully 
reſigned. — Come, madam,——1I think this way 
leads to your bed-chanther” _ 

He then catched hold of her a ſecond time, and 
made an offer to bear her into another room ;—the 
graſp he had taken of her was not fo firenuous, how- 
ever, but that ſhe eafily diſengaged RE and 
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of the extremeſt diſdain. 


Iſmena. * ?Till this ation 1 ſcarce could think you | 


« were in earneſt::—baſe, and preſuming man, How 
+ dare you entertain thoughts {o unworthy of me !? 


Sir Charles Fairleve. * How dare, you, madam, 
* hazard en the chance of a game at cards what 


« ſeems fo Precious to you 2? 


 Ifmena. * Oh, deſpicable !—to turn that into a 


« matter of ſeriouſneſs which you well know was 


+ only meantin jeſt,” 
Sir Charles ; #15 ally '< We men, madam, ke | 


* all the advantages, we can when we play with 


* a fine woman ; and you may be aſſured, ] thall 
© not eaſily be prevailed upon to relinquiſh thoſe I 


* have gained over you.” 


Iſmena. * The vain idea will litde avail your X 

* vile purpoſe.” | 
| Sir Charles Fairlove. * You. may be mdfiabots ma=. 
' © dam ;—the laws of Weſtminſter-hall,” indeed, - will 


io ſcarcely take any, cognifance of an affair of this 


<* nature ;—but thoſe laws by which the polite 
£ world. are chiefly governed, I mean the -laws of .. 
* gaming, will Iintallibly give it on my fide; that 


* pride of your's. will be a good deal humbled when 
© you ſee your ſtake of honour become the public 


* jeſt, and all that bas paſſed between us, the ſub- 
| © ject of a. newS-Paper.” 


I/mena. *. | am confounded Fn, caunot cer- : 
© tainly be the monſter you appear !' - 


Sir Charles Fairlove, * ] would: not. with you, 
madam, to put me to the proof.” 


I/mena. * Oh, Heavens !—to what, has one un- 


* guarded word expoſed me ! 


She could not utter this exclamation without let- 
ting. fall ſome, tears, | which 1 petcetved. had a great. 
ecct on fir Charles, by the change it occaſioned in - 


his countenance ;——he affeted, however, to take 


n0, notice, of it, and reſuming his former boldneſs 


Went on ; 


haring Sou: ſo, cried out with a voice and air ee : 


Sir 
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Sir Charles Fairlove. * You ſee, madam, how tt 


© 18 ;—you are entirely in my power, and if | can- 


* not have my agreement, I will bave my revenge, 
* or at leaſt an equivalent for both.” 

Tſmena. * What equivalent ! fay,—tell me at 
onceF... 

Str Charles Fairbwe. © You muſt redeem your 
* forfeit honour by a fum of money. 
_ {/mena. * Name it then. 
dir Charles Fair love. * Let me conſider, madam, 
—a woman's honour, as times now are, and 


low price at the market ; but as-you are well- 
born,—well accompliſhed—are extremely hand- 
ſome, and have more perfeCtions, both of mnind 


I think five hundred youre 1s the leaſt I can de- 
mand.* - 


I/mena. * You' ſhall have | it, fir.” 
With this ſhe ran haſtily to a littfte cabinet that 


| Nood in the. 'room, and having taken from -thence 
what the wanted, turned again'to the table ſaying, 
1/mena. * Thoſe two Bank-bills, fir, contain the. 


* ſum you mention,—take them, I beſcech you, 


* and eaſe meof your preſence.” 


Sir Charles. Fairleve, * I muſt firſt examine, ma- 


* dam, if they are genuine : :—YEs, they are right ; WL 


< and now, methinks, 'tis pity to rob you of ſo 
* much money,—fve hundred pounds will purchaſe 
* five hundred pretty trinkets, and I cannot re- 
* ceive it without feeling ſome concern.” 


Jſmena. * Oh, Sir Charles, 'you need be under 
no concern on that ſcore ;—were it five times 
_ the ſum, nay my' whole fortune, I would glad- 
ly give it to be rid for ever both of you and - 


your 1impudent demand.” 


 Szr Char'es Fairlove. © Yet, in faite- of: all this | 


* ſeverity, I ſhall willingly reſtore theſe bills on 
© one condition,” 


dfivens. 


beauty renders itſelf ſo cheap, will bear buta_ 


and body, than moſt of your ſex can boaſt of — 
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T/mena. « Sir, I ſhall make no conditions with 
« you ;—thereſore be gone and leave. me.” | 
Sir Charies Fairlvve. * Not till you have heard 


me, madam.z—the condition T would ſtipulate is 


only this, —that you will make a ſolemn promile 
never to play again, except for mere diverſion, | 
with ſome ſele&t friends who you are certaln will 
take no ungenerous advantage of you.” 

I'mena. * There is little occaſion for me to bind 
myſelf by a promiſe, to avoid a thing which I 
have already proved 'fo | miſchievous ;—the in- 


ſults I have recerved from you will make me 


henceforth deteſt the [fight of cards, and fly the 
ſociety of .ail who Purfue that nggerous amuſe- | 


ment.” | 
Sir Chartes Fairleve. * It is enough — ends 
are fully anſwered; and thus, on my knees let 
me reſtore your bills. and with them a heart 

which long has'been devoted to you, and never. 
harboured a with to your -diſhonour.” : 
Never had | 'known preater anxiety for any thing. 


| not relating to myſelt, or my particular friends, | 
than 1 did for the 1ſſue of this converfation ;—I had 
| been extremely ſcandalized at fome part of Sir 
Crarles's behaviour ; yet, by many indications, could 
not ſet him down in my mind for the mercenary vil- 
| lain he affected tobe, and was now as much . rejoi- 
ced to fee a'likelihood of not having been deceiy- 
ed in my conjectures in his your, # as the reader 


will-preſently be convinced. 


[fmena, 'being too nmch amazed” at tits ſudden 


turn to make an immediate reply, he went on thus, 


M31 kneeling : 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * 'Oh, Ifena ; ; forgive the 
ſeeming brutality 1 have been guilty of ; —+1 coun- 
terfeited the libertine, the villain, only to thew 
you there was a poffibility for you to haye met 
wrh ſuch a one in reality ; and aſſumed the moſt. 
odious character, in order to render your's more 
truly adorable :—the tender paſſion you inſpired 
me with has made me keep a watchful FYS OO08 all 


* your 


= 
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your aCtions ;—I found you perfe@ in every thing 
except a too, great readineſs to follow the example 
of others in the deſtructive love of play ;—I know 
the dangers to which your ſex are expoſed by it, 


and that there were many ſnares ſpread for your 
innocence in particular ; by this means even, laſt 
night ſome there were in company who wanted but 


the ſame opportunity I had to behave as I have 


done, though with far different views.—Oh ! par- - 


don, therefore, the only ſtratagem I could think 
of to clear your mind of a propenſity which might 
in time have ſullied all its brightneſs.” DE 
Tſmena. * Riſe, Sir Charles ;—the diverſity, I 


- might. ſay, indeed, the perplexity of my thoughts 
hindered me, *till now, from obſerving the poſture 


| you were in ;—Pray be ſeated, fir.—-It | may give 


credit to your words, I am infinitely obliged to 
you for the care you took of my reputation, whe 


| you faw it fo totally negleCted by myſelf.” Is 
| Sir Charles Fairleve. * No, madam, fay not fo; 
—| dare believe you never have failed in a due re- 


gard for reputation, and am certain that the breath 


_ of ſlander has never preſumed to blaſt it ; and Icould 
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not mean to reproach you for any thing that has 
been, but to warn you againſt what might be ;— 


an immoderate inclination for gaming in your ſex, 


I take to be the fame as an jumoderate inclination 
to drinking is in ours, both- are equally intoxicating 


and deſtructive to right reaſon ; they make, the 
brain grow giddy, incapable of refleCtion, or any 
other. purſuit than, the darling folly, and they run 


headlong on, enveloped in a miſt of errors, where 
fortune, fame, and "peace of mind are ſometimes 
-* trrecoverably loſt: i Eo yh 

Iſmena. * Oh, Sir Charles, you haye opened wy 


eyes to ſee the black abyſs into which my inadver- 
tency might one day have plunged me. 


_ Sir Charles Fairlove. * 1 know very well, madam, 
that you wanted only to be-reminded of the danger 


to enable you to avoid it ; the manner in which | 


have done {o may have, perhaps, appeared too pre- 


« fuming ; 
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© ſuming ; but I feared more gentle methods might 
© not have had the effect.” Ze en 

«© Iſmena. * Make no apologies, Sir Charles, —I 


© am now Convinced you meant me well, and [ thank _. 


« you for {Ra | 


Sir Charles Fairlove. © If you accept it as a proof 


< of friendihip, it may in time engage you to believe 
« that a ſincere, and tender friendihip, in a perſon of 
© my ſex, to one of yours, deſerves a ſofter name, and _ 


«© call it love.” 


Iſmena, * We will not cavil about names, but 


© muſt acknowledge, Sir Charles, by what motive 
© ſoever you have been aQtuated, the benefit is mine.” 
Sir Charles Fairlove. * How bleſſed am 1 in this 


© confeſſion !—But, charming Iſmena, may I not be 


« permitted to wait on you fometimes, and have leave 


* to hope the ſervices I ſhall hereafter pay you will 


© not be rejected ?” 


Iſmena. * I flatter myſelf with being able to regu- 


' late my future conduCt fo as not to give you occa- 
* fion to offer any of that frightful ſort you have 
* done this morning; and if I ſhould relapſe into 


| © my former errors, could neither expe& nor deſerve 


* you thould take the fame trouble for my reforma- 
* tion ;—therefore, I think, may ſafely venture to 
© admit your viſits + | 

She ſpoke theſe words with ſo obliging a ſmile, 
that Sir Charles could not forbear teſtifying the tran- 
ſport he was in, by imprinting ſeveral paſlionate kitſes 
on one of her hands, after which, looking on her 


MEE: | | nes IT 
Sir Charles Fairlove, * Incomparable Iſmena ; 
* how impoſſible is it for me to expreſs either what 
* you deſerve, or what I feel in a full ſenſibility of 
* your perfeQtions Rae Co te 
_ iſmena. * 1 deſire you will not go about to ex- 
* preſs either the one or the other ;—the only merit 
* I can boaſt of is in being ſo early convinced of 
' my fault, and that I am fo is wholly owing to 
* yourſelf ;—for 1 confeſs to you, Sir Charles, that 
Nor. H.,-- ; + __* though 


with an equal mixture of tendernefs -and reſpe&, he | 
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though it.is but lately I have begun to like playat (| 


all, yet by converſing with thoſe who-ſeem to have 


no other way of paſſing their time, it grew by very 


{wift degrees. more pleaſing to me ; and I believe 


that it would, in time, have-become ſo habitual to 


me, that I ſhould have expeQted the hour of fitting 
down to cards as. naturally as that of fitting down 
to dinner ;—but in the mirrour you have preſented 


to me,:I now fee that to indulge this amuſement 


to an exceſs, is not only a folly below the dignity 
of a thinking mind, but alſo a kind of .Scylla or 


Caribdis, formed- by ourſelves in the octan of life, 
© as if on purpoſe to wreck our fortunes; honour, 


reputation, and every thing that is dear.” 


_ Sir Charles Fair love. * Oh, madam ! every word 


you ſpeak on this occaſion thrills me to the very 


-* ſoul ;—I am charmed, —I am raviſhed to find in 2 
perſon of your ſex and years ſuch ſolid reaſon,-— 
ſuch an amazing quickneſs of apprehenſion.” 


JIſmena. * You ate relapſing into the -panegyric 
ſtrain ; but-I will hear no more of -it :—you muſt 
give me leave to play the Monitor.in my turn,—1 


| have. been your convert, and .you mult now be 


mine ;—remember,. Sir Charles, that to liſten to 
the tongue of flattery 18-no leſs pernicious than the 
folly you have taught me to be athamed of.” _ 

Sir Charles Fairlwve. © T grant it is, madam ; but 
the juſt praiſes of a real virtue-cannot cauſe a bluſh 
either in the face of the giver or the receiver.” 

Iſmena. * Well, I find you will have the better 
of the argument, . whether the tenet you take upon 
you to maintain be right or wrong ;—therefore to 


© put an.end to ir, what think you of a turn or two 


in the Mall this morning ” : Ze 
Sir Charles Fairlove. * Madam, I ſhall be happy 
to attend you.any where.” | | | 


She then called for her capuchin, and little muft, 


which- being immediately brought, Sir Charles gave 
her his hand to lead her down ſtairs, and 1 retired to 


my apariment, 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. «<1 
'T had met with nothing a great while that gave 
me a more ſenſible fatisfattion, than to find a lady 
fuch as Tſmena, in all the pride of blooming youth, 


 heautiful, gay, and ſurrounded with a crowd of flat- 


terers, bear with ſo much chearfulneſs the conviction 
of her error, and teſtify ſo much gratitude to the 
perſon to whom ſhe was indebted for her reformation. 
The rough method he had taken for this purpoſe, 
was ſo far from raiſing any reſentment in her, after 
once knowing the motive, that the looked upon him. 
as her beſt friend, eſteemed and loved him for it ;— 
conſcious that 1t required no leſs than ſuch a pro- 
ceeding to rouſe her from that thoughtleſsneſs which 
alone had made her fall 'into an error, the danger of 
which ſhe might otherwiſe have too late perceived. 

_ I thought that I diſcovered ſomething in theſe two 
accomplithed perſons, that ſeemed to me as if Hea- 
ven had formed and ordained them for each other, 
and I ſoon found that I had not been miſtaken ;,— _ 
they are now married with the higheft approbation _ 
of all the friends and kindred on hoth fides:; and in 
the opinion of as many as have the pleaſure of their 
a2quaintance, bid fair to be one of the moſt happy 
pairs that ever entered into Hymen's bands. | 


CHAP. VI. 
Te Author has Been in ſome debate within himelf, w 


whether he ſhould inſert or not, as he is conſcious 
it will be little reliſhed by the faſhionable penteel 
part of his readers ;—and what is ſtill worſe, can 
afford neither much entertainment, nor much im- 
Srovement jo 2he-whery.. oi ne On 


\HERE. is ſomething very unaccountable in _ 
an over-curious diſpoſition ;—it makes us 

eager, impatient, anxious, indefatigable, in prying - 
into thmgs which promiſe us not the leaf pleaſure 
In the foray of when known ;—a read-r who has 
not this propenſity in his nature, will doubtleſs think, 
by what I faid of lady Allmode in the fi;th Chapter 
| SED Sages of 

\, 
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of this book, that I had already ſeeri enough of her 
behaviour to keep me from being deſirous of ſeeing 


' more ; but this 1s judging according to the rules of 


right reaſon;z whereas a perſon who negleQts his own 
aftairs, to find out the ſecrets of others with whom 
he has no concern, cannot be ſuppoſed to have any. 
| _ But as every one 1s willing to find fome excuſe or 
_ Other, even for the fillieſt things he can be guilty of ; 
and according to the vulgar phraſe, put pillows under 
his elbows ; to 1 thought that in being a ſpeQator of 
lady Allmode's conduct in her own tamily, ard the 
manner in.which ſhe trained up her daughter, ſome- 
thing might preſent itſelf to me, that would more than 
compenſate for the time I ſhould expend in going to 
her houſe, HO 4 nr ge Frye 
_ _ How far the public may be of my opinion in this 
| point muſt be left to the determination of hereafter, 
for the humaur .of the preſent age is ſo fluctuating 
and uncertain, that it is an .utter impoſſibility to 
foreſee either what will pleaſe or what offend, —as 
_ a poet of many centuries ago exprefſes himſelt on a 
parallel occaſion : | ED 
—*+ Inconftant till and various, 
< There's no to-morrow in us like to-day ; 
 * This hour we're cloudy, ſullen and ſevere ; 
© "The next with madding mirth difturb the air.” 
But ail this is foreign to the purpoſe, and therefore 
_ mpertinent ;—1t is ,enough to ſay that I went, with- 
out repeating the motiye that induced me to it ;—/ 
ſhall therefore add.no more, but praceed to the fuc- 
ceſs of my viſit. TD OT OS 
I gained an .eafy acceſs, the door happening to be 
open jult as I reached it, to let out a footman in a 
_ gay livery, who had come to deliver ſome melſlage 
but-was a-good.deal bewildered on my entrance, as | 
had never been in the houſe before, and was entirely 
unacquainted with the ſituation of any of the rooms; 
—]1 judged, however, that .as it was morning, he! 
| ladyſhip would probable be above ſtairs ;—on ny 
coming to the top of the ſtair-caſe I was as much al 
a loſs as before ;—1I perceived there were ſeveril 
| | TOOM 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. 53 
rooms, but the Coors of them all were ſhut, and L 
durſt not touch the lock of any one of them for fear 
[| thould be heard by thoſe who might chance to be 
within. as fe ori Fang 
 'Fhe meaſure of time 1s always doubled when we 
walt for an event with impatience ;—| remained not 
iong, however, in this dilemma,—a ſervant came 
running hattily up the back ftairs, at the farther end 
of the gallery, with fome drinking glafſes on a filver 
walter in his hand, —I followed him into the room 
” where a woinan, who by her appearance | gueltſed 
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was her ladythip's Abigail, received from him what 
| he had brought, and carried it into an inner chamber, 


© the door of which the ſhut after her, but not ſo ſud- 
E denly as to prevent my entering with her. 
: Here I found lady Ailmode ; but had the appearcd 
to me In any other place, thould never have known _ 
her for the fame I had teen at lady Piayheld's route, 
= fo vatt a difference is it in the power of art ſometimes 
KF to make. | | Obs, 
= At the time of my coming in, the was under the 
* operation of having her eye-brows ſhaped with a 
{mail pair of pincers, by one of thoſe perſons who 
go by the name of 'Tire-women ;—bur, in my opinion, 
ought rather to be called face-menders, fince their 
butineſs is not ſo much to ornament the head as to. 
rectity the defe&ts of the features :—the important 
_ work being over, lady Allmode turned to a magnifier 
that ſtood upon her toilet, to ſee if all was right, and 
having looked into it, cried out haſtily: 
Lady Allmode. * Oh, Mrs. Prim, —ſure your eyes 
* are in eclipie to-day !—you have leſt no leſs than 
* three exuberant hairs on my right brow, and I. 
* think arched it ſomewhat higher than the other.” 
Mrs Prim. * | beg a thouſand pardons of your 
* ladythip, but T will preſently remedy that error.” 
Lady Allmode.: * Do. fo ot: 
On this the artiſt employed her little inſtrureat 
for a ſecond effay,—after which lady Allmode looked 
in the glaſs again and faid, | | 
D; "Rs 
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54 _ THE INVISIBLE SPY. | 
Lady Allmode, * It is very well now ;—but I look 
wreichedly to-day—and it is no wonder ;— What 
* do you think, Mrs. Prim ?—that careleſs oaf there 
put me to bed Jalt night WABOuL ay Sperma Cett 
© malt.” © | 
Mrs. Prim. * "That was'a great omillion, indeed, 
* madam ;—but your laGyſhip mull forgive it, Mirs. 
* Pinup does not uſe to neplect theſe things.” = 
Pinup. * T am very ſorry for it, Mrs. Prim ;— I 
© but it was fo late when her 1z adyſhip went to bed ; 
« —and her ladyſhip was ſo fleepy. 
Lady Allmode. * And your foolihip was ſo leepy 
« too, 1 ſuppoſe. —But that is not all, Mrs. Prim, — 
« the creature threw it into ſome Corner Or other 
where Veu got at it, and this morning it was 
* found half deveured.” 
Pinup. * Your ladyſhip | PID T have almoſt 
ciied my Eyes out abuut It,—and that | offered to 
beſpeak another, and pay for it cut of my ovn 
«pocket; . 
Lady Al'mode. -* Pay for 1 it, iveot Bu tell ws, : 
{ creature, what atonement canft thou ever make 
for theſe deprecations 'on my conn'enance ?—Here 
{ thall loſe a whole day ; for 'tis inpoiſible I can 
think of appearing 13 public ; and do'ft thou con- | 
ſider, wench, that a day waited in private 1s an 
=ge in the life of a woman of quality ?? wes 
« Mrs. Prim. * ”Tis very true, —madam bur 1 
dare anſwer for Mrs, Pinup, that ſhe will never be 
cuilty of the like fault again ; theretore I beg your 
ladyſhip will forgive her.” : 
Lac Allmade. * Yes, yes,—-T have Calvin her, | 
” and 1 co forgive her ; z but ſhe mwuit expect to be 
-# ro'd of it ſometimes: .—if ſhe had lived with ſome 
Ja jes they would have turned her out of doors 
that inſtant ;-—azars toujour's les duuceurs au coeur lay 
an embargo on my indignation.” _ 
Pinup. * Your ladyſhip i is all goodneſs.” 
Mrs. Prim. * "There are few ſuch ladies.” 


TEE INVISIBLE SPY. IE 
Pinup. © No, indeed ;—and ] could tear myſelf. 
© to pieces for having, through negligence, offended 5. 
© fo ſweet a lady', q 
Lady Allmode. * Well, well ,—ſay no more about q' 
©it;—I am forry I ſtruck you in the heat of my I 
; b reſentment ; ; — but take the Dreiden ſuit 1 had on 4 
« yefterday, and let me fee you 1n it on Sunday.” : ] 
: Pinup. *© I humbly tnank your lady _” | | 
4 Lady Allmade. . * iy no more: of it.—Oh, mn 
| * Dieu! I beginto feel the effects of my difconcer- 
* tion ; —every membrane throughout my whole 
 **frame has a pulſation in it ;—give me ng | 
Eto take this inſtant, or | ſhall faint,” 
Pinup. * I have it ready, madam.—] ſuppoſe 
* your ledyſhip chuſes brandy #' 
Lady Allmade, « Aye ;—T think keindy is the beſt. 
* compoſure of the animal faculties :—a little more ; 
« —fli]l nearer to the top of the glaſs ;—hold, iis © 
« yery well, I do not love it running over —Now til 
for Mrs. Prim. —Pray arink, M:s. Prin,” ts right 
« Coniac, I aflure you” _ | 
| Mrs. Prim. * T know your Jady {hip has the beſt 
of every thing :—your ladyſhip's "ood bealth,” 
Lady Allmode. * 1 thank you Mrs. Prim.—But 
* as to the Sperma-Ceti maſk, 1s it not poſſible for 
you to get one ready for me beſore I fleep,—el'e 
my face will be a parte Es 0 by to- 
* morrow-morning ?' | 
Mrs. Prim. © Oh, your ladyihip lad be EPI 
no apprehenſions on that ſcore, —I always keep 
ſeveral of theſe commodities prepared —they want _ 
only (priokling with a little Orange-flower water, 
* to take off the ſcent; I will fend your JaCythip | 
one this afternoon. —But is not your ladyihip out of 
Pearl powder, you had but one ounce jaſt week 7. 
_ Lady Allzode, * No, nor 1 do not think of hav- 
Ing any more,—it leaves a certain roughneſs on the 
ſkin which is dilagreeable ;—T will uſe nothing but 
Tralian pots for the tuture ;—the paſte incorpo- 
* rates itfelf, as it were, with the fleth, and gives a - 
2D 4: | * kind 
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* kind of fattiny delicacy to it ;—let me have two 
Wo | | | | 
£ IM Prim. *© Yes, madam.—Has your hacyfhip 
* any farther commands ” p | OG | 
| Lady Allmode., © Yes, you may ſend me a box of 
red for my cheeks ;—but Co not let it be quite fo. 
high-coloured as the laſt.” 5. | 
Mrs. Prim, * I] ſhall take care to mix it ſo as to 
* pleaſe your ladyſhip” | fee: on 
In ſpeaking this ſhe was preparing to make her 
exit with abundance of low courteſies ; but lady All- 
moce would not ſuiter her to depart without taking 
_ another dram. ng ns 
Lady Allmode. * Stay, Nirs. Prim, —I muſt pive 
you a taſte of ſome of my Italian cordials ;—1 had 
a fichh cheſt came in yeiterday, with twelve bottles. 
al! of difterent forts ;— Will you have the Rofaſoli, 
La Bergamotta, La Floretta, or La Citron” 
Mrs. Frim, * Alack, madam, theſe 1ich things 
come to ſeldom in niy way that I am no judge of 
them ;—but fince your ladyſhip is ſo good, 1 hall 


Lay 


- Log - LY : 


take a liitle of any one of them.” | 
{audy Allmode. * Fetch La Floretta, Pinup.— You 
* niuſt know, Mrs. Prim, that this 1s a quinteſfence 
* extracted from the moſt fragrant flowers the garden 
of the: world affords? CE) 

Airs. Prim. * "11s extremely fine, indeed, madam; 
— never taſted any thing like tn _ FE 
_'Fhe good woman was ſo charmed with the flayour 
of this exotic liquor, that to prolong it as much as 
ſhe could, the fipped it like a hot diſh of tea ;—lady 
Alimode perceiving her ſo delighted, might probably 
kave been induced to give her another glaſs, if word 
kad not been hiought that Mr. Ruben the Jew was 
_ come to wait upon her Jadyſhip, on which the bottles | 

and glafies were hurried away, and Mrs. Prim took 
her leave. PER | | 

The Jew was preſently introduced, and received | 

by lady Allmoce with the utmoſt courteſy and afta- 
bility, and after making hi be ſeated ſhe ſaid ro 
him; = | > | 
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Lady Allmode. * You are a great ſtranger, Mr. 
© Ruben ;—[I have not ſeen you this long time, and 
« was quite impatient to congratulate you, and the 
© whole Hebrew nation, on the late act Paſſed. In 
_* your favour,” : 
Ruben. ©* Me do moſt humbly dank your ladyſhip; 

«© —ye did, indeed, obtain it wid muſh greater faci-_ 

* lity dan we expetted, in {ſpite of all de fine pron 
© had been a long time ago.' | 

| Lady Allmade. * 1 affure you, Mr. Ruben, that 1 

« was perfeCtly tranſported when I found the bill. 
6 paſſed both houſes. —1 dare fay his Grace was very 
© ſerviceable to you on this occaſion.” 

Ruben. * Yes, madam, we are muth obliged to. 

* his Grace, as well as to an honourable gentleman 

* in de lower houſe ; but our acknowledgments are 
* chicfly to de good Lord B——ps? | 

Lady Allmode. * True, Mr. Ruben ; for if they 

* had made any oppoſition to it, or, at leaſt, any 

© worth mentioning, the rabble would preſently have 

* taken it into their heads that their rehgion was in 

danger, and made as great a clamour againſt Judaifiun 

« as in a former reign they did againſt Popery.” 

Ruben. * We do not care what dele Skellams 

tink a”, dey offer to affront us, we fall know how 

to be Tevenged :—we have de ſame law, de fame 
s priveledge, as demſelyes. 

Lady llinde. * The vulgar : are not to hs re-_ 
« garded ;—they are no more than moving ciods 0c 
* earth ;—but you muſt own, Mr. Ruben, that for 
* the "SHB of the Enviith nation, the noblity and 

gentry, thoſe of taſte ] mean, aie uy on your 

| fide. 

Ruben. * Seine of dem SH |þ:zen our good 
bo _ * friends indoad 3 and 1t 1s vary true that we have 
| - received more favours from de Envtith dan from 

| ' any ration in de vorld :—in all de Popiſh countries, 

Y + and, indeed, in moſt of de Proteſtants one too, ve 

| Lo been driven from det: cities, and lcattered like 

, ' chaff befo:e de vind,—treated as vigrants, and 

' made to vear upon our heads or on our coats, forme 
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* badge or oder of infamy and contempt ; but by ei; 
hoipitable att of de Legifſa'n:e, ve fall be gathercd 
« together like theep ito 9nz iold, and have de 
« liberty to fettle and ::wtiply in dis land of plenty.” 
Lady Ailmote. * T hope, Mr. Ruben, it will prove 
a ſecond Canaan to you, —But pray what new cu- 
riofities does your warehouſe afford *' 
_ Ruben, * It was dat I 4id come to tell your lady- 
ſhip ;—me have de fine German work for de head- 
dreſs, de ruffle and de tippit for Ce ladies, far ex- 
ceeding de Dreſden ;—me have de curious little 
piQures for de cloſet, from Italy, and handkerchief; 
dat will not lofe Geir {cent with vathing ;—den me 
have rich embroidery from Lyons, and gloves from 
Marſeilles ;— ſnuff of de right Batavian manufaQuure; 
-— Japonees under petticoates,—and cCer tings, juſt 
imported from all parts of de world.” | 
Lady Allmade, * Well, —you Jews are cerrainly 
the moſt charming people upon earth,—you deal in 
every thing, = Who can deny that you are uſeful 
members of a common-weath ?—lI will come in a_ 
Cay or two to your warehouſe, and rid you of 
* ſoine part of your cargo.” | | 
_ Kuten, * Me fall be proud to ſee your ladyſhip ; 
 —but me muit now take my leave, —me am obliged 
to wait on lady Fantaſye, ——lhe cid ſend to ſpeak 
vid me Gs morning.” | | | 
Lady Allnode, * Oh, then I will not detain you 
i know her ladyſhip is a good cuſtomer.” 
Ruben. * Pretty well, madam ; —ihe pay me, tho 
the do no body elie.— Your ladyſhip's mott obecient 
* ſervant. | | = 
Lady Allmodae. © Your's, Mr. Ruben. —— Pinup, 
wait on Mr. Ruben down ſtairs © TRI 
The entertainment I had hitherto met with at thts 
lady's had ſeemed 1o infipid to me, that 1 wasan the 
mind to Guit her apartment when Mr. Ruben did, and 
accordingly followed him and Pinup out of the room; 
-—but the girl had no fooner ſhut the chamber coor 
| bel:ind her, than the goatith Jew turned upon her, 
and before the was aware, catched her in his aruin 
anu 


- 
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and half ſmothered her with kiffes ;— ſhe ſtruggled 


with all her might, and having broke from him, 
rubbed her mouth with her apron, —ſpit and cried, 
: Pinup. © T wonder at your UNPEGELET, Mr. Ruben, 


« —do you thiak I] would be pulled and hauled abyut 


* bya Jew 


Ruben. * Huſh,—con't be fo angry, Mrs. Pinup, 


+ —-| will give you one pre'ty ting.” 
Pinup. * Hang your pretty things and yourſelf 


© too. —get down fairs or | will call to foie body to. 


' ſhew you out ;—the Devi! ſhall wait on you for me.” 


'The]ew faid no more. but ran ſo haſtily down ftaits, 
that as Pinup was between us, and the paliage we 


were in very narrow, It was impotible for me to fl! 
by, without being feit either by the one or the other, 
Pinup was returning to her Jady's camber, But 


met her juſt com 10g out in order to pais into anther 


r90m, on ſeeing } her the ſaid to her : | 

Lady Allmode. * ] think this girl takes a long time 
* in dreſling, go and fee if the is read GY, and bid 
© her come to me.” 

Finding now that there was fore probability c cf 


my ſeeing the young lady, which had bcen, inoce 


the chief motive of my going thither, | atteaced lauy 


Allmode where. the went, and placed myfelf in one 
corner of the room ; where ] did not wait above. 


three or four mirutes before Pinup, who had gene 


immediately on her crrand, 1ctgined Jeacing Iviits- 


Alimode. 
She ſeemed to be about thirteen or fourtcen years 


of age ;—her face was extremely pretty, and | believe _ 
- nature had given her a {þape no Jefs excellent, it 1t 


had not been deformed by ker taylor and mantur- 


maker ;—l need not deſcribe in what manner, fince it 
Is enough to 'ay, that every thing about her was 10 


the extrenity of the preſent taſhion. 

On ker approach lady A!lmode took her by the arm, 
—turned her round fcyeial times, and examined her 
whole dreſs from *head .to. "ge j——aaltes whicn, 
locking very well pleaſed, ſhe faid ; 


Lady 
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Lady Allmode. * Ay, miſs, now you look like 
what you are ;—— | proteſt, I ſcarce knew you for 
my own child, in the obſolere condition you came 


from the country—Are you not highly delighted 


with yourſelf ” OO. | | 
Miſs A!lmade. * No, irdeed, madam, —— 1 think 


that ſince is the faſhion to have one's cloaths mace 


in this manner, there ought to be as many chimmies, 
in the room as there are chairs.” | 


Lady Allmode. * Sure, miſs, you are not cold ? 


Miſs AIlmode, © It wculd be very ſlrange, madam, 
if ] were not, when my ſtays are fo contrived that 
the air comes down to the very bottom of my back, 
and below the pit of my flomach, and my petti- 
coats fo ſhort, that ] am every minute fancying | 
have rncked them up in order to have wy legs and 
teet waſhed ;—ihen as to my ears, 1 do declare | 
feel the wind blow from the one to the other, and 


Lady Allmode. * Oh fye, Miſs ;—this being in the 
country has ſpoiled you :—whatever is the faſhion 
is never either too cold or too hot” _ ne 
Miſs 41Imode, * 1 muſt beg your ladyſhip's pardon; 
for } am certain this faſhion is a great deal too much 
of both ;—the tightneſs of my fleeves, the load of 


flounces at my elbows, and the huge ſemi-circles, 
25 heavy as panniers, hanging on cach hip. make 
ſome parts of me ſweat while all the reſt are 


freezing.” 


* Lady Allmede. * Oh hideous !—frightful !—fweat! 


— what a word Is there from the mouth of a fine 
young lady !— Whenever you have any occaſion to 
complain of tvo much warmth, you ſhould always 
ſay—1 perſpire :—but I am ſurpriſed you ſhould 
not be charmed with fo becoming 2 dreſs.? 
Miſs Allmode. * | feel uneaſy, and quite uncom- 
fortable, madam? © Gd Sr ado: | 
lady Allmade. * A little uſe will reconcile you to 
it —Wi:hout vanity, miſs, you are exceeding hand- 
ſome ;—-ard now | have made you fit to appear 1n 


public, the praiſes that will be given you, and tte 


_ * ne 
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© fine things ſaid on your beauty, will raiſe ſuch a 
« gatety du coeur, as will make you forget all that 
« you call uncomfortable. _ ES WE 
Miſs Allmode. * | ſhould be glad, madam, if any 
© thing would do that” i T1 
Lady Allmade, * You muſt learn to know yourſelf, 
Mits :—look 1n the glaſs ;—you have fine eyes, a 
very lovely mouth, —a well-turned face, a delicate 
complexion, good hair :——in fine, you are a com- 
plete beauty ;—but what is beauty without the _ 
poſſeſſor underſtands how to manage it to advan- 
tage ;—a milk-maid may be a beauty, and no one 
take any notice of her ;—you muſt praCtiſe the art 
of diſplaying every charm, and rendering yourſelf 
ar --- gs ooo cop ty 
Miſs Allmode. © Tndeed, madam, I am quite igno- 
* rant of theſe things. On — | 

| Lady Allmode, + | perceive you are, miſs ;—but 
© that 1s not your fault ;—my formal aunt has never 
given you any inſtructions in this point, I tuppoſe ; 
* —a few leſſons, however, will ſoon put youu in 
_ © the way to make the moſt of what nature has be- 
* ſtowed upon you :—In the firſt place, miſs, you 
* muſt be ſure to thruſt out your chin as far as you 

| are able ;—when you come- into a room always 
let your chin be the firſt thing ſeen of you,—as it | 
were the hatbinger of the reſt of your perſon.— 
Secondly, you muſt never keep your two hands 
* together, 1a that ſtiff country manner you now 
do, for above the ſpace of a moment ; but throw 
* ſometimes the one and ſometimes the other care- 
* lefsly back, and lean it on your hip; but when 
you are ſpeaking, be ſure to employ both 1n geſtures 
* that may enforce attention to what you ſay.—Then, 
* as for your eyes, miſs, —you muſt always keep them _ 
broad open, and be ſure to have the laſt look of 
_ every one that takes norice of you.” | 
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'0 Miſs Allmode. * Does your ladyſhip mean the 
d- * men as well as the women ? b | oe 
n iF_ ( Lacy Allmode, * Undoubtedly,—the men to chooſe; 
A - : 


—— 2 polite woman, and who 3s faſhionably gen- F 
| oo * tee), L. 
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© tee] 1s never aſhamed of any thing ſhe either ſees 


__ being there, 


| Hable to fall into the ſame error. 


« or hears. | We 
Her ladviſhip was going on with ſome farther di- 


 rections concerning the management of the eyes, when 


ſhe was interrupted by a footman, who came to ac- 


yuaint her that a perſon who called himſelf monſicur 


Le Petit Solee, had brought her ladyſhip a dozen pair 
of French ſhoes, —on which ſhe ciicd out in a kind 
of tranſport: _ Le ID Eo | 

lady Allmade, * Oh bring him np! bring him up 
© this minute ! ——1 have been involved in the utmott 
« diſtreſs !—| have had nothing but odious Engliſt 


© thoes upon my feet for a, whole week paſt” 


As I was now heartily weary of my ſituation, and 


| had no curivfity to fee cither monfieur Le Petit Solee 


or his French thoe-, I took the opportunity of the 


door being open, and left this fcene of foily and af- 


feftation, regretting the tzme I had thrown away In 


CHAP. VI 


 Wherein the wonder ful power of beauty, awhen Accom- 


© panied with wirtue, is diſplayed, in a very remark- 
able, as well as afjeting occurrence. On 

EK 7ANITY, though placed rather among the 

number of the follies than the vices of human 

nature, is yet ſometimes productive of the very worlt 


we can he guilty of; and the leaſt miſchief it does, 


when indulged to an exceſs, is to render the perſon 
poſſeſſed of 1t obtinate, proud, impatient of contra- 
apt to deſpiſe what is truly fo in another, ” 
This weakneſs, to give 1t no worſe name, 1s ge- 
nerally aſcribed to the ſofter fex, who being from 
their very childhood aecuſtomed to flattery and pratie, 


_ diction, deaf to reproof, full of imaginary merit, ard 


- are too ready to believe they are 1n reality the angels 


and goddeſſes that they are told they are ; but in my 


opinion it is doing great injuflice to the ladies to ſay, 


they are the only culpable, ſince we often find men 
who, without having rhe ſame excuſe, are no leis 


Mutantius 


ard moſt accompliſhed gentlemen of the preſent age ; 


- on their beft locks to engage him ; and rot a few 


cauſe that for a long time hindered him from attach- 


rone; he would pay his morning devoirs to one, 


word, he divided his reſpe&ts fo equally to each, 


1n her, and the patlion ſhe had inſpired him with, 
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| Mutantius is one of the moſt lovely, moſt graceſul, 


— he has learning, wit, honour, generoſity, and good _ 
nature :—in fine, —he 1s, both in perſon and mind, 
ſ.ch as might give him a juſt title to univerſal ad- 
miration, were he but a little- leſs conſcious of de- 
ſerving it, or did not ſet too high a value upon it. 
To render his fine qualities yet more conſpicuous, 
he had the advantages of being deſcended from a 
very ancient family, 1s in poflefſion of an ample for- 
tune both in land and money ;—he had not lon 
been arrived at what 1s commonly called the age of 
maturity, before ſeveral conliderable - matches were 
ropoſed to him ;—all the men of his acquaiftance, 
who had ſiſters or daughters to be diſpoſeg- of, coutted 
kis alliance :—whenever he appeared, the ladfes put 


there were who could not help betraying by their 
eyes the ſecret languiſhment of their hearts. 
Having his choice of ſo many, was probably the 


ing himfclf to any particular. obje& ;—he was polite 
and gallant to all, but made a ſerious addreſs to. 


walk in the Mall with another, perhaps dine with a 
third, drink tex with a fourth, attend a fifth to the 
play, or ſome other public entertainment :—in a 


that no one of the fair rivals had much reaſon either 
to cxult on the power of her own charms, or dread 
thoſe of her competitors. Cc Ib erapad 

'The little deity of foft defires would not, however, 
ſuffer a man ſo formed for love, to remain always 
among the number of the inſenſibles ;—every glarce 
ihot from Ariftella's eycs was a dart that reached his 
very foul ;—all the ditterent graces he had ſeen in 
other Lcautics ſeemed now to him to be {ummed vp 


made him think her, as tac forg ſays, | 


* Faireſt where thouſands are fair.” 
| Ailteila 
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Ariſtella was, imdeed, very lovely, and had beey 
well educated ; but her father, by gaming and other 
extravagancies, had reduced his eflate to fo low an 
ebb, that when divided between four daughters, 
which he left behind him at his deceaſe, the income 
was ſcarce ſufficient to buy them cloaths according 
to their birth ;—two of them, however, were mar- 
ried to tradeſmen of good repute in the city, and a 
| third to a gentleman of a ſmall eſtate in the country ; 
—Ariitella, who was the youngeſt, and the only one 
unprovided for, lived ſometimes with one and ſome- 
times with another of her ſiſters, and by this means, 
having few expences beſides her dreſs, was enabled 
to appear in as genteei a manner as any woman of 
a moderate fortune cvuld do. CE ns Ty 
It was at the houſe of one of cher brother-in-law's, 
who was a linen draper, and ſerved Mutantius with 
hollands and cambricks; that ſhe frit beheld him; 
— happening to call there when the maſter of the ſhop 
was abroad, he was deſired to walk into the parlour 
till his return ;—Arifteila was at work with her fifter 
' when he came in ; but the latter knowing he was a 
good cuſtomer, threw aizde what ſhe was about, and 
received him with a great deal of politeneſs ;—her 
huſband not coming home ſo foon as he was ex- 
| pected, the made tea, and afterwards ordered wine 
to be brought. | Se 
/utantius readily accepted the little regale ſhe 
_ preſented to him, as it gave him the opportunity of 
| feaſting his eyes on the charms \of her fair ſiſter ;— 
' on their entering into converſation, the tongue of 
_ Ariſtclla loſt her nothing of what her eyes had gained; 
and as her beau'y had in an inſtant captivated his 
heart, ſo her wit rivetted the chain, and made the 
conqueſt ſure. , Ow | 
The tradeiman at laſt returning, Mutantius, after 
having agreed for ſome things he wanted in the ſhop, 
and videred them to be ſent home, took an uniiling 
eave; but carried with him an idea, which haa at- 
terwards more infiuvence over his mind and actions 
than he at firl imagined. 


"Love 


| 
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, Love in its beginnings, plays wantonly about the 
| heart, tickling it with flattering 1mages ; but having 
once got full poſſeſſion there, rules with tyrannic 
ſway, and bears down all before 1t :—Mutantmus m- 
dulged the pleaſing contemplation of Ariftella's beauty 
till he was no longer able to live without ſeeing her, 


and for this purpoſe went again to the linen-draper's, _ 
preter.ding there were ſome things he had forgot to. 


beſpeak when he was there before. 


. 


 Aﬀter having bought thoſe things, which the ſeem- 


ing want of had given him an excuſe for going thither 
ſo ſoon again, and ſome previous diſcourſe on ordi- 
nary matters, he told the draper that he ſhould be 


lad to have his wife's advice, concerning the trimming 
g | g 


of ſome ſhirts which were then making for him ;— 


to this the other replied, that his wife would think 


herſelf honoured in doing him any ſervice ; but that 

the was at that time unfortunately abroad. | 
Mutanttus was not ſorry to hear the was out of 

the way, and reſumed briſkly,—* Well then, I think 


* it will be equal to me if the young lady who was 
* with her when | had the pleaſure of drinking tea 

Lrour jc ſeemed, I 
* thought, to have good-nature enovgh to grant ſuch. 


© here, will do me that 


a requeſt: 8 LES 

* You mean my ſiſter, fir, cried the draper.'—*I 
* think your wife called her fo, anſwered Mutantius.” 
—* Yes, fir,—rejoined the former ; but the 1s gone 
* down to Kent this morning.'—* I thought ſhe had 
* lived with you, ſaid Mutantius.'—* Not conſtantly, 
* fir,” replied he; * but the has left ns now ſooner 


* than the would have done on account of her ſiſter's _ 


* lying-in” 


It was eaſy for a man of ſo much wit, and of fo | 


much defign as Mutantius now had in his head, to get 


from the unſuſpetting draper all he wanted to be IN- 


formed of in relation to the circumſtances of Ariftella. 


| As the inclinations of this gentleman, vehemently | 


amorous as they were, had not at preſent the leail 
tendency to marriage with the young beauty, con- 
cernng whoſe affairs he had been 1o inquiſtive, he 


was 
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was far from being mortified on hearing ſhe had ng. 


fortune, and was in a manner dependent on her kin- 


dred ; nor thought it leſs conducive to the intereſt of 


bis patl on that the was removed into the country, 
where he imagined. he might find: a. more eaſy me- 
thod of winning her to his defires, than he could 


have done in town, under the. eye of a fifter, who, 
_ by the little he had ſeen of her, he perceived to be 


A woman of great diſcretion. 
He loſt no time, but the very next day; attended 


by one ſervant, who he knew to be an acroit fellow, 


poſted down to Canterbury, within a quarter of a 
mile of which city : was the houſe whe!e Ariftella at 
preſent reſided. 

_ Having no acquaintance in- that part of the coun- 


try, he took up his lodging in one of the beſt inns, 


where pretending that it was mere curioſity to ſee 
| that ancient city, and the fine tombs in the Cathedra), 
that had brought him thither, ſeveral] of the neigh- 
bouring gentry, as well as towntmen aſfured him they 


ſhould be proud of the honour of accompanying him 
to all thoſe places, which moſt deſerved the attention - 


of a traveller. 
_ Among the number of theſe hoſpitable perſons, 


was the broth-r-in-law of Ariſtel}a::—it is eaſy to ſup- 


poſe that Mutantius made uſe of all the arrs he was 

_ maſter of, to-infinuate himſelf into the good graces of 
a perſon whoſe acquaintance was ſo neceſſary to his 
_ defign ; and indeed, had not this accident: happened, 
there ſeemed little probability of his accompliſhing 
them ; for Ariſtella kept ſo cloſe in the houſe with 
| her ſiſter, that though he had been ſour days at Can- 
_ terbury, and taken all imaginabi- pains to get a glimpſe 
of her, he never yet had been fo happy. 

Mutantius had ſomething in him no lefs engaging 
to the men than enchanting to the women ;—he 
knew how to ſuit himſelf to the hnmour of every 
one he converſed with ;—it was therefore not difficult 
| for him to cultivate a ſiiendſhip with a plain country 
gentleman, who, free from all guile, was equal: ly tree 
from al] diitrult, 

Beechly, 
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Beechly, for fo he was called, had no other fault 
than loving. his bottle a little too well, which Mutan- 
tius perceiving, fell in with this foible, and thereby 
gained his whole heart, —as I remember to have read 
in a very 01d treatiſe, entitled, De Arte Mundt : 


© Who wanuls the lxvokr of a patron win, 
6 With flattering his vices muſt _ 


Or, as another author of a more modern cate < 
tells us : 2 b 


c Whate'er we do, we would have others do : 
* Proud to be teachers and examples too.” 


But 1 beg pardon of my reader for detalabr his 
atterition with uſeleſs quotations, to prove what 
every one 18. ſufficiently convinced of within him- 
ſeit; and ſhall now proceed with the thread of my 
narrative. 

Theſe two contiedmac were arinkieg together very 
late, -Mutantius had plied the other ſo faſt with 


| olaſſes, that he became more than ordinarily intoxt- 
| cated ;—our lover obliged him to ſuffer himſelf to 


be attended home by his footman, and the next 
morning ſent a polite meſſage to inquire of his health ; 


| —Beechly took this fo kindly, that he came imme- 


diately after to the Jodgings of Mutantius, to ſhew 
that he was well, and to defire he would do him the 


| honour of dining with him that day. 


* My wife,” faid he, * is in the ſtraw ; but the has 

( a lifter who 1s at preſent with us,—a good ſmart. 
* well-behaved girl, and will receive you- in the 
* beſt manner ſhe is able.” 

[t is not to be doubted but the heart of Matan- 
tis fluttefed with the moſt rapturous ſenſation, on 
hearing biniſelf invited to come to a place where he 
was ſure of enjoying the company of that fair crea- _ 
ture he fo much languithed to behold, and bad taken 
ſo much pains to urlue. 


It: 
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It is needleſs to ſay that he readily accepted {6 
obliging a ſummons, nor that he rather anticipated 
than. prolonged the appointed hour of complying 
with it ;—he was met by Beechly at the gate with all 
imaginable demonſtrations of a ſincere welcome, and 
conducted into the parlour, where Ariſtella, who 
ſoon after entered, was preſented to him. 4 
Whatever-emotions Mutanirus might feel- tm ap- 
_ proaching to ſalute her, they were yet inferior to 
| ker's in the firſt ſurpriſe of feeing him there ;—ſhe 


had heard her brother Beechly talk of a fine gentle- 


man lately come to Canterbury, and had' that morn- 
ing received orders from him' to prepare a handſome 
dinner for his entertainment ; but as ſhe: had not 
| heard him mention the name of this new friend, 
and had no curioſity to aſk any thing concerning 
him, could little expe& he was the ' the had 
| ſeen art her-other ſiſter's in London. EN 
She had, it ſeems, from the firſt interview with 
him, been poſſeſſed of ſentiments in his favour, which, 
it not altogether ſo paflionate as: thoſe ſhe inſpired 
him with, were yet no leſs ſoft and tender ;- but con- 
ſcious of the vaſt diſparity between their fortunes, 
ſhe had endeavoured to- check the growth of an in- 
clination, which ſhe thought could only be deſtrus- 
rive of heripeace, and if eyer ditcovered, render her 
ridiculous to the world. Ch oboe T 
But on this ſecond, and unexpeQed meeting him 
again, - the ſtifled wiſhes of her ſoul burſt out afreſh, 
—a ſudden flow of joy ruthed over her heart, which, 
_ Joined to the ſtrpriſe the was in, ſpread a kind 0 
' wild, though agreeable. confuſion in her eyes and 
voice, white ſhe made kim thoſe compliments which 
Civility exacted from her to a-{tranger. 
__ Mutamtius, to whoſe penetrating eyes the change 
in her countenance was very viſible, looked on it as 
a lappy prefage of the fucceſs of his defign ; and the 
ſecret pleaſure this imagination gave him, brightened 
all his air, and added new graces to every thing he 
ſaid or did, fo that poor Ariſtella þecame now quite 
loſt in love and admiration. | 


This 
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"This .day proved, indeed, extremely fortunate to 
Mutantius ;— dinner was no ſooner over -than Beech- 
ly was called.out .to a perſon, who waited to ſpeak. 


with him on ſome buſineſs .in another room ;—the 
lover took the opportunity.of declaring his patſion to 
his miſtreſs, and relating to her the.pains he had taken 


to get a fight of her; and the anſwers ſhe made, 


tho' very modeſt and diſcreet, were ſuch as gave 
him -no reaſon to.deſpair. | | 


Beechly returning broke. off their.converſation, —he 
took Mutantius to, ſhew him his gardens, which, tho? 
not ornamented with ſtatues nor any exotic curioſities, 


were very pleaſant and harge.;—Mutantius was lavith 
in his-praiſes on every tking he ſaw ; but above all, 


| his fancy ſeemed taken with a.long graſs walk, and a 


cloſe arbour at the end of it ;—*< If 1 had ſuch a walk 
© as this in town, ſaid he, I ſhould never trouble the 
«* Mall, Vaux-Hall, nor Ranelagh.” | 


* Since you cannot carry this with you, replied 


* Beechly, you ſhall be extremely welcome to make 


* as much uſe of it as you think fit, while you ſtay. 


* in this part of the world.” 


Mutantius thanked him ; but ſaid he was an ear- 


ly riſer, and ſhould chooſe ſuch a walk chiefly for the 


ſake of meditation in a morning, and that to come at 


fuch hours might give too much trouble to the ſer- 
yvants. _ | i Pe, IO OOIR SE ON 

* I can eafily remedy that difficulty, ſince you 
* make 1t one, anſwered the other ; tahere is a door 
* that opens behind the arbour into a little field where 


* I keep a cow ;> I ſeldom have occaſion to make | 
* uſe of the key, and itis at your ſervice,— ſo you 


© may -coine in as early or as late as you pleaſe, 


* without diſturbing any of my family, or being diſ- 
* turbed by them.” iu, WS Go 
| The lover made a thouſand acknowledgments to 


him for this favour, and received the key, which, in __ 


his mind, he looked upon as a ſure paſſport to all the 
happineſs he wiſhed at preſent to enjoy. 


He went the very next morning, taking a book in 


his hand, to prevent ſuipicion, 1n caſe he ſhould be 
| | een, 
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| feen, tho? there was nb great danger of that, ay 
 Beechly kept but two maids and one man ſervant, 

who, it might be ſuppoſed, had too much buſineſs 
ina morning to ramble in the gardens; but he might 
reaſonably hope to meet with Ariftella, who having 
nothing to employ her time, might probably amuſe 
| ſome partof it in that agreeable place. _ 
It is likely, however, he might have been difap- 
pointed for many days together, if fortune had not 
now befriended him, as ſhe had hitherto done during 
the courle of this adventure. £ 

Ariftella was there, indeed, before him, in the 
ſame walk, and very near the arbour through which 
he entered— ſhe had come thither to gather Cinque- 
foil for her fiſter, the nurſe who attended her being 
_ apprehenſive of her falling into a feverith diſorder. 

_—_ ?Tis likely ſhe was little leſs ſurpriſed on ſeeing him 


in that place, than ſhe had been when introduced to 


her by her brother ;— but as I was not preſent, and 
have this part of the ſtory from the report of others, 
can relate nothing of the particulars of their diſ- 
courſe, and only ſay in general, that he ſpared no 
vows nor proteſtations to convince her of his paſſion, 
and that he prevailed on her to return to him again, 

after having carried in the herbs. | 
_ His entreaties, jortned to her own ſecret inclinati- 
ons, engaged her to fee him the next day ;— this 
meeting was ſucceeded by another, that by a third, 
_ and ſo on for ſeveral mornings together,— every one 
of them ſtill more endearing him to her affections; 
but, in ſpite of the pleafure ſhe took in his addreſſes, 
ſhe could not keep herſelf from ſome douht of the 
ſincerity of his paſſion, whenever ſhe refleCted 0n 
the inequahity of their fortunes :— one day, expreſſing 
herſelf very emphatically on that occafion, he cried 
_ out, — Talk not of fortune, — by Heaven your 
< heart is all I with '— this he repeared ſo often, and 
ſo tenderly, that ſhe at laſt confeffed, —it was already 
his. CO _ 
Having brought her to this point, he now thought 
it proper to let her know the real ain of all his Cour 
up; 
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ſhip ;— be began with telling her, that beauty, ſuch 


| 45 hers, merited to be ſet off with all the advantages of 
| dreſs and grandeur ; 
| much of her youth on a mean dependerice on her 
* kindred ; and concluded with the offer of a large ſet- 
| tlement, proteſting to her at the ſame time, that he 
| would never marry any other woman, and that ſhe 
| ſhould live in. every thing like his wife except the 
| . Name. 


that the had waſted too 


If a dagger had pierced the gentle breaſt of Ari- 


ſella, it could not have given her more pain than did 


| . this cruel declaration ;— for ſome moments ſhe was 

| unable to make any reply, but burft into a flood of 
| tears, and diſcovered all the ſymptoms of the moſt 

| violent grief ;— he endeavoured to calm this tempeſt 


in her mind, -by all the arts that love and-wit could 


| inſpire ;— but all was now in -vain,— a virtuous. 


pride, by degrees, got the better of her forrows, and 


| ttarting {rom him, | ſhe cried out,—* Deceittul and un-. 
* generous 1nan !— but think not that your baſe de-_ 


* fires. ſhall triumph over the weakneis 1 have con- 
* feſſed for you ;— no;— I will never ſee you -more, 


| * nor henceforth think of you but with-horror and 


© deteſtation.” | 2 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe .flew out of the ar- 
| bour ;— rage gave wings to her feet, yet Mutantius 


would certainly have overtaken her, if the fight of a 
man, whom Beechly had employed to do fome work 


in the garden, had not made him turn-back. _ 
He went to his lodgings much diſconcerted at this 


accident, but the knowledge he had of Ariftella's af- 
tection for him, kept him trom totally defpairing ;— 


he repaircd to the dear arbour the next morning, but 
no Ariſtella appeared ; —— he went again, but had 


no better ſucceis; reſolved to ſee her, if poflible, he. 
wade a viſit at the houſe, and told Beechly in a free. 


manner, that he was come to take a ſecond dinner 


with him, to which he replied, with a compliment 


luitable to the occaſion. 


Vautantiug 
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__ Mutantius was again difappointed, — Ariſtel|; 
hearing he was there, ſent word to her brother that 
the had a violent tooth-ach, and deſired he would 
excuſe her from coming down ;— this drove the lover 
almoſt to diſtrattion,— he went home,— wrote :9 
her, and made his footman go, as of his own accord, 
to Chat with the ſervants, and loiter about the houſe 
| till he ſhould ſee Ariftella and deliver the letter td her, 
The fellow found means to execute his commiſſi- 
on,— Ariſtella took the letter on his preſenting it to 
her, and went up into her chamber ; but after refleQ- 
ing a little, would not truſt her own heart ſo far as 
to read this dangerous epiſtle, following the Poet's 
advice. En. I 


© The nymph who hears inclines to fin; 
* Who parleys half gives up the town, 
* Andray'nous love ſoen entersin,  _ 
_ * When once the out-work's beaten down.” 


She therefore put it under a Cover, and having 
ſealed and directed it, came down and gave it to the 
man, faying,—* There's my anſwer to your maſter's 


0 Jotter*-:- 


Never had the vanity of Mutantius met with f 
| ſeverea ſhock, yet could he not forbear revering the 
virtue he attempted to deſtroy ; 1f before he loved, 
he now adored her; and the more he conſidered her 
perfections, the more he found her worthy to be his 
wife; yet, when he thought of marriage, the idea 
of that ſtate was irkſome to him :— he knew that at 
preſent he was the idol of the fair, but ſhould ceaſe 
to beſo if once he became a huſband :— in fine, he 
could not bear to loſe his darling admiration, yet was 
equally unable to bear life without the enjoyment of 
Ariſtella, _. gs | | Son; 
After ſome debate within himſelf, his paſſion, 

however, got the better of his vanity, and he reſo] 
to marry Ariſtella; but which way to let her know 
he meant to do ſo, ſeemed as great a difhculty as any 
he had paſſed through in attempting to ſeduce hey : 
| . | | n—_ 
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they met again by appointment, ſuffered herſelf to 
| E 
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— he was convinced the would neither ſee him nor. 


receive a letter from him, yet, in fpite of all this, 


love, fertile in contrivances, put a ſtratagem into his 
head, which had the deſired etfect ;— it was this : 
Beechley's new-born ſon had not b-en yet bap-_ 
tiſed, on account of the motaer's having been more 
than ordinarily ind:ſpoſed duriag her lying-in ; — he _ 
offered himſelf to be one of the ſponſors at the font, 
which the other gladly accepted, having already 
troubled many of his friends on the like occaſion :— 
Ariſtella could not now avoid his preſence, but behav- 
ed with ſo much reſerve, ſcarce ever looking towards 
him, that a man leſs conſcious of his own merit might | 
have been abaſhed —Afer ſome time, when moſt of 
the company were engaged in converſation, he found 
an opportunity to ſay to her,— Madam, I beſfeech 
« you will forgive the raſh propoſal I preſumed to 
« make  you:;;— be aſſured I have heartily repented 


+ of it, and have now no deſigns upon you but what 


© are truly honourable;'—- to which ſhe replied,— 
« Sir, I ſhall never believe a man means me well 
* who has once thought ſo poorly of me.'— I only 
* beg, reſumed he, the liberty of entertaining you 
* once more 1n private, and if what I have then to 
* fay does not merit your pardon and your favour, I 
* ſhall leave Canterbury, and perhaps the world, for 
* ever,” He could add no more at that time.— 


Beechly called to him to pledge him in, a bumper to 


the young Chriſtian; but before they parted he found 
means to enforce what he had laſt ſaid, and ſpoke 


with ſo moving an air that ſhe conſented to fee him 


the next morning. FR, EO E wgg xe: 

| The conſequence of this interview was a full for- 
giveneſs for what was paſt on the fide of Ariftella, 
and on that of Mutantius a ſolemn vow of making _ 
her his wife the moment ſhe conſented to be fo ; but 
added, that there were ſome circumſtances in his af- 


| fait which required their marriage thould be kept 


ſecret for a time :— to this laſt article ſhe made no 
direct anſwer at preſent, but the next day, when 


" Vor, II. be 
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be overcome by his perſuaſions, and .promiſed that 
every thing ſhould be as he would have it. 

In fine, it was at laſt agreed between them that 
he ſhould return to London.in a few days, and that 
| the ſhould follow as ſoon as her ſifter's recovery per. 
mitted her to take her leave with decency. 

Both theſe lovers were now in a ſtate of perfed 
contentment, _ and each of them obſerved the promiſe 
given to the other with the utmoſt pun&vality.; — 
but what afterwards befel them mult be the ſubjet of 
; another Chapter. 


C H AP. IX. 


Contains only a continuation of the ſame narratiz, 
begun in the foregoing RO. and wil: not oe: con- 
_ Cludedin this. 


'UTANTIUS having: been apprized, by a let- 
'L ter from Ariſtella, of the day .in which ſhe 
| thould come to town, went 'in his coach as far as 
Greenwich to meet her, and.conduCted her to a very 
handſome and well furniſhed lodging, in one of the 
moſt airy and beſt ſtreets near Bloomfbury-ſquare, 
| Where he had alſo: Provided a footman and mald-ſcr- 
vant to attend her. 

'She was at firſt a little ſcrupulous of putting her- 
ſelf-under his proteEtion, til! the ſacred ceremony 
fhould: have united her to him for ever :— he per- 
ceived the apprehenſions ſhe was under, and imme- 
_ diately relieved them by renewing his proteſtations, 


that the next morning ſhould make his perſon as in- 


 violably her's, as his heart had been from the firſt mo- 

- menthe beheld her, and at the ſame time ſhewed her 
a ring and marriage licence, | which he had already 
Prepared for that purpoſe. 

'He ſupped with her that evening, but when. it 
was over very reſpeCttully retired, to Jleaye her 0 
«that re quote. which he Judged neceſſary after the ta- 
vane ot her journey. 


come now to that part of tle ſtory which I had 


aB oppenmit of { being both an Eye and Car whos 
| "7. 


| were to ſerve as ſhe did. 
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of ;—I was acquainted with the entlewoman of the 


houſe where Ariſtella was placed, and happened to | 
call/there on ſome buſineſs the very next morning af- 
ter that young beauty had been brought thither. 

_ My friend told me, among other diſcourſe, that 
ſhe had lett hewlodgings at a very high rent, but was 
a little apprehenſive that the perſon they were for 
was no better than a kept woman :—on my aſking 
what ground ſhe had for ſuch a ſuſpicion, ſhe replied. 
—that ſhe had lett her lodgings to a-gentleman of for- 
tune, called Mntantius, for the uſe of a lady whom 
he brought to take poſſeſſion of them the night be- 


| fore, and that he had alſo hired ſervants to wait upon 


her, who ſhe found knew as little of the perſon they 


She farther added, that the lady was extremely 
young, the moſt beautiful creature the ever ſaw in_ 
her life ;—and that fhe could not help thinking it a 


| little odd, that ſuch a one ſhould be under the care 


of ſo gay and airy a ſpark as Mutantius.—{—_ 
As I was perfe&ly acquainted with the charaQer of 


| Mutantius, I was a good deal] of opinion that ſhe wag 
in the right ;— I adviſed her, however, toſay nothing 


till ſhe ſhould ſee farther into the matter, and not_ 
loſe ſo beneficial a'lodger on a bare conjeQure. 
She approved of what I faid, and T took my leave, 
but not to go home ;—what ſhe had told me filled me 
with a curioſity to diſcover ſomething more of this af- | 
fair, ſo I went no farther than: the firſt blind alley I 
found, where TI put on my Inviſible Belt, and return- 
ed again, juſt as Mutantius knocked at the door. — 
T entered with him and followed him up ſtairs ;— the 
fight of Ariſtella convinced me that the good woman 
had not been miſtaken in the deſcription ſhe gave me 
of her ;— the lovers ran into each other's arms, and 
Mutantius looking on her with the greateſt tenderneſs 
poke thus: _ LOS : _ 
Mutantius. * Now, my deareſt Ariſtella, Tam 
* come to put a final end to all your doubts either of 
* my love or honour,” : BOT TN 
Mex Ariſflella. 
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—_Ariftella, *© 1am pleaſed to think that the-perfe 
* confidence I have ſhewn in'both, gives me ſome for; 
of claim to the proof .you.are-now about to give of 
them, ſince I muſt confeſs myſelf. in every other 
reſpe& fo unworthy of you? 0Þ”"Þ 
utantius. * You are worthy of every thing ;— 
* but, my dear, you forget that there is another tef. 
« timony that I expeCt from you of the regard you 
© have for me.” APW hh IN PE 
Ariſlella, *\Name it, that my -ready compliance 


> a XA EY 


45, may convince you how happy I-think myſelf in 


.* eyery opportunity of obliging you.” =: 
 Mutantius, * "It is that you will be content tha iP 
« for ſome time our marriage may be kept a ſecret” MW 
Ariſtella, * You know 1 haye already promiſe : 
* Mt. TE [> op 
 Mutantius. * 'Yes, — in general terms; — but I , 
« you have ſiſters who are very dear to you, and 
 « tho? I doubt not of their diſcretion, I cannot think 
a ſecret ſafe when truſted in fo: many hands :— 
Will then your loye for, me enable you to endure 
their reproaches for your ſuppoſed dithonour, 1 
ther than reveal what is inconvenient for me to be 
* made known” IEP a LES 
= Ariftdlla. © The ttjal is a little ſevere, but will 
not laſt for ever.” Os x ek Ts 
Mutantius, -< No, my dear, a time will come 
-< when your innocence ſhall be fully cleared, and i 
© like the ſun, 1hine brighter after this ſhort eclipſe; M__ 
+ — till then, may I depend that the name of wite MW « 
* ard huſband ſhall be known only between our 
_ ſelves?” wt Hoh Bt it 


a a 
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Ariftells. * You may! 0 $ 
 Mutantius, * Swear it then. | uy 
Ariftella. * By all that's ſacred” fo VP 


Mutantius, * Hold, my dear.;— I would have 
you firſt underſtand the full extent of the vov WM Ia 
you are about to make ;—you ſwear that no ima- WW th; 
ginary provocation on my fide, nor no unjuſt con- i or, 
tempt nor ill treatment you may meet with from WW rg, 


the world, ſhall ever extoct from you a ER 
ORE « [ 


uIi- 
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«-that you are my wife, till I myſelf ſhall publickly 
acknowledge you to be ſo.” Ee 

Ariſtella, * All this 1- ſolemnly ſwear, and in- 
' yoke Heaven. to - bleſs me as I thall religioufly ob- 
© ſerve it.” Spit os Fa Sk 

Mutantius. * Charming, generous creature, and 
©-in return to prevent all juture apprehenhtions in pre- 
* judice of my faich or conttancy from riſing in your 
« gentle breaſt, 1f 1t were poſſible for me to take a 
© baſe advantage of. the. obligation I have laid you 
© under, and make my addreſſes to another woman 


« on the ſcore of-marriage, TI here releaſe you from 


* your vow, and leave you at liberty to declare your- 
« ſelf my wife, aflert your prior right, and proclaim 
* me for a villain” TE | 
Arifiella, * Heaven forbid it ſhould ever come to 
« that? Es Tn ate STR, 
Mutantius. * No, my Ariſtclla, — there is no 


| © danger, I have already rejected greater offers than 


© ever can be. mace to me again:— to dea] fincercly 


© with you, — there has been always in wy nature an 


* extreme repugnancy to the name of marriage ; the 
* name of huſband was irkftome to we;— no woman 


| + but yourſelf had ever charms to reconcile me to It ; 
* but your beauty, your ſweetneſs, your unafiected 

© modeſty, have now informed miy foul, and by de-. 

* prees will make me as proud oi Hymen's fetters as 


{ I thovld once have been aſhamed of them.” 
 Ariftella. + It thall be my whole ſtudy to make 
* them eaſy to you.” : | 


Mutantius. * 1 know it will ;— but come, my 
| © love,— a coach waits to carry us to church,— that 
' lolemn ſcene which fixes the everlaſting happinets 


| or miſery of all who approach it in the manner we 
* do.) | : GY Ng | 
On concluding theſe words he took her by the 
hand and led her down ſtairs,— I was cloſe behind 
them when they went into the coach, which was 


ordered to drive to Clerkenwell ;— I preſently ſup- 


roted he made choice of this place as theie was the. 
RE | LE 3 | leait 
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co danger of his being feen by any one who knew 
1 followed on foot, but Song: time enough to the 
_ church to fee Mutantius reſign that liberty he had 
once ſet fo high a valve on, as to reſolve never to pait 
with ;— the ceremony of marriage was performed by 
the curate of the parith, and the clerk officiated as 
_ father to give away the bride ;— after all was over, 
 Mutantius defired their marriage might be regiſtered, 
_ and a certificate of it given to Ariftella ; — both 
which were accordingly done. [OTE ', | 
I now left the new wedded pair to diſpoſe of them- 
felves as thcy thought fit, and returned to my apart- 
ment, in oder to ruminate at leiſure on an adyer- 
ture which ſeemed to me to have in it many incon- 


Altcacrs.:-:.-- 26 od | | 
T'o find that Mutantius, after having refuſed ſome 
_ of the beſt fortunes and moſt lovely women nm the 
| kicrgcdom, ſhould give his hand to a gil like Ariftella, 
_ who tho poulefſed of every amiable qualification of 
the mind, was yet as inferior in beauty as in the goocs 
of fortune; this, I fay, afforded much matter of at- 
_ teniſi,ment to me, yet the injunion he had laid 
her under of kceping their marriage a ſecret, appeared 
19 me 2 Ei] greater ſubject for ſpeculation, | 
At tirit } feared he did not mean her fair ; but | 
then the care he took* to have their marriage regil- 
| tered, end a certificate of It to be delivered to her, 
eontaditted that opinion, and I began to think, that WW « 
as fancy is more prevalent than judgment in the at- 
fairs of love, he really thought her worthy of beirg 
tis wife, and wouid one day publickly acknowledge W * 
her to be ſuch, tho? at preſent the tenderneſs he had 
for her was not ftrong enough to overcome the vant WW * 
ty of being admired by others, which he thought 
_ would —_- and he thould paſs unregarded by the WW © 
reſt of the fair ſex, when he thould be known to have Wh © 
attached himſelf to one by marriage. $ . 
The more I thought on this adventure, the more 
I was cornfour.ded; and the reſult of all my meditatl- WF © 
| Eb Qs 
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eng was, that it muſt be left to time to unravel the 


myttery ;— I kept, however, a watchſul eye on the 


behaviour of Mutantius, but was little the wiſer tor 
the pains I took, as I found he lived in the ſame gay 
and gallant manner he had always done in refpect to 
the lac1e3. | TI FE oa RM 

It was abont a month, as near as I can remember, 


after his marriage with Aciſtelia, that a young beauty, 


calied Elutheria, appeared in town ; the lie 


death of her father had Jeft her miſtreſs of a very 


large forteme, and with it, what perhaps was not 


leſs pleafing to her, the full enjoyment of rhat liberty, 


which, during his tife, had been much reſtrained. . 
A new face, without the addition. of any extraor- 


 Linary beauty, 1s of itſelf ſufficient to draw after it. 


a train of admirers; but Elutheria bad charms, 


which, joined to thoſe of novel:y, made it not firauge 


that ſhe ſhould ſoon become the general toaſt. 
_ The fbrft time Mutantius ſaw her was at the Play- 


houſe ;— he was there with Apamia ;—— ſhe hap- 


pened to be ſeated, with two other Jadies, in a hox 

juſt oppoſite to them; but not knowing who the 

was, had perhaps taken no notice of ker, if Apami: 

had not incifcreetly mentioned her to him ;—— 1 

was fitting behind them, and heard this little tollow- 

ing dialogue : | PEN | 
Aamia, * Do you ſee Elutheria yorier ?” 


noiſe in town ?-— Pray, madam, which is the 2 
Apamia, * She in mourning juſt over againſt us. 
— I find her beauty has but little ffe& on you, 
that you did not obijerve her before.” : 


[ have more near, madam.” | 
Apamia. * Nay, for my part, I can ſee nothin 


_ 


creature in the world ;— I have been in hcr compa+- 

' ty, and the has not a word to fay for herſelf.” 
Mutantius. * Well, I wonder any man can be 

charmed with a woman that has not wit ;—one 


2 We may 


79 


Mutantius, * What! the that makes fo great a 


Mutantius, * 1 was too much taken up with what 


extraordinary in her ;— then ſhe is the moſt infpid 
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* may as well fall in love with a fne picture as with 
* a fine woman withont a tongue ; but where wit 
and beauty are united, as 1m the divine Apamia, 

- all heares mnt yield? +: __ 
Afamia. * You flatter me, Mutantins” _ E 
Mutantius. * No, by Heaven !—you are in reality 

« what the poet ſays of Corrinna,” _ FE es 

* All that defire can wifh, or fancy form.” 

All the 'anfwer the gave to this was a look full of 
larguiſhment, accompanied with a litile pat on his 
ſhoulder with her ſan, and then turned from him to 
_ obſerve what was doing on the ſtage ;—but in ſpite 
of the fine things he had been ſaying to her, I eaſily 
_ eiſtinguiſhed, from the firſt mention of Elutheria's 
nime, a certain reſtlefſmeſs in him for a more full 
View of that celebrated beauty. — _ FF | 

He had never been praGited in the virtue of felf- 

derial, and was not of humour to put any check 
_ on his inclinations, of what kind foever they were ; 
—he {con after made an excuſe to Apamia for leay- 
ing her a ſew minutes, telling her he ſaw a gentle- 
man Cn the other ſide of rhe houſe whom he muſt 

nevCs ſpeak with. | gs Es | 

ihe perſon with whom he pretended to have 
buſineſs was ſeated at the very end cf one of the 
benches in the pit,. juſt under Elutheria's box, fo 
that he conid not have thought on a more com- 
niogious fituatten for the gratification. of his cu- 
Tiofity. | | _ 

Theplay aQed that night afforded me little matter 
of entertairinent, and ] leſt it at the beginning of 
the fourth a&:——as 1 was paſſing behind the 


. 


BY 


boxes, to go out of the houte, I met Mutants 
" returning to Apamia, but firft heard him give Cl- 
redtions to one of the orange women to carry a 
paper of ſweetmeats to the lady in mourning, the 
next box but one to the ſtage, with the compli 


This 


ments ofa gentleman unknown. 


| | lady of his acquaintance ; 


| negleRted became fo odious in her eyes, that ſhe ſpar- 
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This incident, joined to ſome others I had been 
witneſs of, made me pity poor Ariſtella, who tho” 
married inf:nitely beyond: her hopes in point of for- 


tune, and to one ſhe paſſionately loved, could not 


be expeQted to enjoy a laſting or fincere happineſs 
with a man of ſo' vain, {0 volatile, and ſo uncer- | 


tain a diſpoſition. 


A very little time afterwards convinced me that. 


Mutantius was not the leſs general lover ſor being 


a huſband,—he met Elutheria at the route of @ 
the appeared more 
lovely to him at. this ſecond fight even than at the 
firſt, and the ſprightlineſs of her humour gave a 


double luſtre to the graces of her- perſon ;—the _ 


has, indeed, charms which might inſpire the moſt 
tender emotions in the heart of any man,—-that of 


| Mutantius could not but confeſs their force, and 


the liking he had for her, joined to the ambition ot 
being firſt in the efteem of a woman, who was at- 


preſent the firſt in the eſteem of moſt men, made him 


omit nothing that might conduce to the gratitication 


of that darling pailion. 


_ His fine perſon, —his flowing wit,—his engaging 


manner of addreſs, had made many. conqueſts with- 


out deſigning it :—but here,--where he exerted all 
his rhetoric, —called the dying: Cupics to his eyes, 
and ſeemed to breathe nothing but love and ſoft 
deſire, it is not to be v/ondered at that he ſtole upon _ 
the mind of a" young maid, altogether unprepared 


| for ſo dangerousia rencounter. - 


Yo as) the” lord” blins—loved wid: adimired bim 


to that infatuated degree, that ſhe was proud of 


doing ſo,—gloried in the chains of her too amiable 


- vanquither, and attempted not to conceal then. 


 Apamia, who for ſome months had thought |her- 
ſelf the ſupreme 'ſovereign of his heart, was almoſt 
diſtracted - on finding the had ſo powerful a compe-_ 


ditor ;————al} the inconftancy of Mutan ius 


could not render him leſs dear to her-;,—— but the 
charms 'of her for whoſe fake ſhe-thought heiſelf 


© | ed 
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ed nothirg which female wit and malice could 


ſuggeſt to blacken her charaQter, and make her ap- 
pear contemptible to the world. hy CT => G 
The unguarded conduct of Elutheria, affiſting the 
envy of her rival, this late celebrated beauty became 
as much deſpiſed as ſhe had been once adored ; 
tut all abſorbed in love and its fallacious joys, ſhe 
felt not the weight of her misfortune, becauſe ſhe 
ſaw it not, 'till Mutantius himſelf had gained his 
point, and ſhewed the world he had bore away the 
| prize ſo many in vain had aimed at, opened her de- 
tuced eyes by treating her with a cold indifference 
{nd palpable negleR. ge k agate by 
But now, methinks I hear the reader cry 
out with ſome impatience, —* How did Ariftel} 
s behave all this time ? How could ſhe, the law- 
© ful wife of this inconſtant man, ſupport the ſhare 
© that others had in his affeQtions ? —— It is, 
indeed, impoſſible for me to ſay in what manner ſhe 
would have reſented ſo provoking a circumſtance if 
krown to her ; but ſhe lived too retired for this mis- 
fortune to reach her ears ; —ſhe had, however, 
other troubles more than ſufficient. for human fortitude 
to ſuſtain, but of what nature they were muſt be left 
| to the next chapter to.explain. '— 


CHAP. X. 


The cataſtrophe of this adventure. cannot fail of ex- 
citing compaſſion in the breaſts, of my fair readers, 
and alſo afferd much matter'of ſpeculation to thoſe 
of the other ſex. | i tratidagiot teil;. of 


H E purſuit of other adventures, which ſhall 

be inſerted in their proper places before the 
concluſion of this work, hindered me for a lang 
time from going to ſee in what, manner, Ariftell 
| was treated by Mutantius ; but at length, ſome 
uneaſy refleftions on, her account, raiſed an impar 
tience in me' to know the certainty. of ber pretent 


Kate. | WA 
Accordingly 


F - OY % 


\ Acccrdingly I went one day to the houſe where 
ſhe was lodged ; but, ro my great ſurpriſe, foun4 


ſhe tad made but a ſhort ſtay there, and had been 


removed a conſiderable time before my coming :;—on 
my aſking ſome queſtions7of my friend concerning 
the reaſon of it, the good woman anſwered the in 
theſe or the like terms: - Gs po 

« The affair was juſt as T expeQed, ſaid ſhe ; 1 
« pity the poor young gentlewoman, indeed, —fhe 
© has not the looks of fuch a one ;—but I ſuppoſe 


+ ſhe has been decoyed by abundance of fair pro- 


* miſes ;—1] wonder, however, that Mutantins know- 


« ing the character of my houſe, and that | always 


© had people of the beit faſhion to lodge with me, 


« ſhould offer to bring a kept-miſtreſs under my roof ; 
« but I was very iree with him,—T told him my mind 


« very plainly on the occaſion.” _ Ny 


* And pray what anſwer did he make, cried F, 


* with ſome impatience,— when you called her a 
%. CEOS P Og nb | | 


* Very little to che purpoſe, truly, reſumed ſhe ; 


© he only ſaid that ſhe was a gentlewou an, anda 
« friend of his, and as ſuch expected I ſhould 


« treat her civiliy :—l told him it was not in m 
Y 3 > 4 


* nature to treat any body uncivilly, but that I. 
« wonld encourage no fuch doings, and therefore 


« defired he would provide another lodging for her ; 


* —en this he flew in a paſſion, —rold me I was 
| © an 1gnorant fooliſh woman, and the like :—-but 3 
| * did not regard his houncing, and as he found I 
' was reſolute, took his madam away in a few days 
+ afterwards.” gs | G; 


The manner in which this woman fpoke, made 
me extremely commiſerate the condition of poor 


Ariſtella, who, though a lawful wife, was ol bged, 


throngh the caprice of Mutantius, and the vcw the 
had taken, to endure all the contumgly . due to a 
proſtitute, | = | of 
' Tx, ould 
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_ 1 wonld have given almoſt any thing but the ſe- 
cret of my Inviſible Belt and tablets to have cleared 
Arifteila's innocence in the fulleſt manner to this 
ſcrupulous gentlewoman ; but as there was no do- 
ing the one Without the other, I was compelled tq 
content myſelf with getting out of her direCtions to 
| the place where this much injured beauty was re- 
- moved, reſoiving to take the firſt opportunity to ſee 
what atonement the behaviour of Mutantius made to 
her in private, for the injuſtice he did her reputation 
In public. oro rn rr og 
| was fo lucky as to find them together the firſ 
_ day | went; but the ſcene 1 was witneſs of, inſtead 
of diminiſhing, very much added to the concern [ 
had carried with me, as every good-natured reader, 
on my rectting it, will believe. ok 
 Ariftella was fitting very melancholy in one corner 
of the room, —Mutantius in another, with all the 
marks of diſcontent and 1l|-humour in his counte- 
nance ;—by what followed, it appears that ſhe had 
been ſpeaking ſomewhat to him in relation to the 
diſcovery of their marriage g—lI doubt not, by what 
|] faw of her behaviour both before and afterwards, 
that ſhe expreſſed herſelf in very gentle terms on the 
occaſion ; but the bare mention of ſuch a thing, to 
'a man of his preſent way of thinking, was of itlclf 
_ a ſufficient offence. | | —_ 
 Thavealready deſcribed the poſture I found him in; 
\ but juſt as I entered the room he replied to what 
ſhe had faid, and that reply drew on a converſation 
which let me into the whole of both their ſenti- 
ments. DE ODS Ge | 
Mutantius. * I am forry to find you have fo liitle 
* regard for me ; and indeed fo Inttle prudence, as 
4 whenever I am with you to fall eternally upon a 
 ſubjeRt which you know is fo difagreeable t0 
- me.” 4 | | | 
 Ariſiella. * If you loved me half fo well as you once 
« pretended, It woul! not be fo diſag:eeabie ;—and 
« you would, at leaſt, acquaint me with the reaſons 
« which oblige me to live in the manner I do. 


Mutantius. 


hat 
ntl- 
itle 


1 


Once 


\{ons 


nl ius, 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 3; 
Autantius. * Perhaps it is not proper for me to 
reveal them. 


Ariſftella. * Oh, Murantius 
to think of my condition. 
© me?” 

 Mutantius. * Becauſe ] this liked you better than 
any other woman, and if 1 do not {t1}] continue to 
do ſo it is your own fault ;——T hate to be teaſed : 
—— beſides, the conditions of our marriage were 


! know not what 
—Why did you _—y 


+ that it ſhould be kept a ſecret.” 


Ariftella. * Yes, —for a time.” 
Mutantius. * That tie will not be ſhortened by 
* your impatience.” | 


Ariſtella. * It may, —for if it laſt much longer 
« my heart infallibly muſt break.” 


Mutantius. * Piſh,—women's hearts are not of ſuch 
the head 1s in more Ganger, when 


« brittle ſtuff ; 
* ſwelled with ſealelels pride and vanit 


Ariftella. * Indeed, fir, | think It "would at eaſt 


© become you to be a little more flerious on the OC- 
0 caſfion,” 


Mutantius. * With all my heart, madam, —as 
* ſerious as you pleaſe ;—tor faith I am not in a 
* humour to be veiy merry :—ſeriouſly then, vou 


' ſeem to me to be one of the moſt ungrateful, and. 
 * moſt unreaſonable” women under the ſun.—Have 
* 1 not taken you from a mean p——_— on your 
« fiſters, who | believe could but 111 fþ pore the ſcan-. 


* ty helps you received from them ?— Have you not 


* now gocd lodgings, ſervants to wait on you, and 
* an allowance fufticient to ſupport you in a faſhion 
* beyond what you could ever have expeted !?—yet. 


' all this is nothing in your account.” 


friſtella. * Nothing, when balanced againſt a life - 
_ * of infamy :—the very ſervants you upbraid me 


' with, deſpiſe me while they ſerve me ;—the people 


'* of the houſe treat me but with an enforced ciyi- 


' Iity ;—] paſs my days as one who was an alien 


® to the world, and had no buſineſs in it ;—never 


* partake the joys of ſocial  converlation,—never 
| « vio, 


i my 
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viſir, nor am viſred, and ſcarce dare venture to 
breathe the frethneſs of the open air, leit | ſhould 


| be ſeen by any who have known me, eſpecially by 


my fifters, who, mean as you think of them, 


know how to ſet a juſt value upon reputati- - 


on, and to fcoin all the riches of the earth 


without it.” | 


Mutantius. * A very fine catalogue of complaints, 
truly.—Have you any more to add ” | 
Ariftela. * Yes —one thing more, which, with 


what indifference foever you may now regard me, 


cught not methinks, to efcape your confiderati- 


on ;—you know I am far advanced in my preg-. 


nancy ;—perhaps too of a ſon ;—and can you 


ſupport the thoughts, that an infant, born the 


lawful heir of your eftate and name, ſhall be falu- 
ted, on his firſt ſeeing light, with the odious title 
of ſpurious offspring, -——a baſtard” 
Mutantius, * What will he be the worſe, — 
unleſs you expe to have fo wife a child as to 
know what is faid of him as ſoon as he comes 
into the world 2” NNE. 8 


Ariflella. * Oh, Mutantius !—Moutantius !—this is 


cruel dealing.” 


| She ſaid no more, but wept bitterly ;—Mutan- 
tins, who it muſt be owned has ſome good-nature, 


ſeemed much moved at feeing her thus, and hay- 
| ing looked on her fome moments with a great deal 
of tenderneſs, bid her come to him ;—ſhe obeyed, 
| but advanced with the moſt forrowful and dejedted 


air ; 
upon his knee, and kiſſing away the tears which 
abundantly ſtreamed from her lovely eyes down even 


-he pulled her to him, —made her ſit 


to her boſom, he ſpok thus : 


 Cially as it 18 not to laſt always.” 


Mutantius. * Come, my poor Ariſtella, do not 


be fo fooliſh, ——you have no cauſe for weeping, 


—you know yourſelf virtuous,—and I know you 
' are ſo,—and have no need to he afflicted at the 


miſtaken opinion others may have of you,—eſpe- 


Ariſlella. 


a 


+ —kiſs, me, and give me your promiſe that you will 
* be entirely eaſy.” " == 


tavern and ſent home ;—juſt as ſhe was about to do 
as he defired, her maid came running into the room _ 


* was fo preſſing to have it delivered to your ho-. 
* nour, that I promiſed I would endeayour to fird 
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| Ariftella. * 1f I were certain when this event 

« would happen, even though it were much longer. 

« than I hope it will, I ſhould with patience want” 
Mutantius, * You muſt depend for that upon 

© my love and honour z;—1t 1s not in my power to 

« atlign the very day and hour :—to deal ſincerely 

« with you, —I have been a railer at marriage, — 

« haye refuſed offers of that nature as much above _ 

« my expectations as I was above your's, —and I can- 

© not all at once ſubmit to be pointed at for a huſ- 

* band, and hear people laugh and cry out,—that 

© I had thrown myſelf away ; but this, my- dear, 

« you may aſſure yourſclf, that I will endeavour to 

0 

6 

6 


- 
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get rid of theſe ſcruples as ſoon as poſſible ;—in 
the mean time, I will give you as much of my 
company as can be ſpared from buſineſs and other 
attachments, which are not to be diſpenſed with ; 
—[ came on purpoſe to devote this whole day 
to you, drive me not from you by your diſcontent ; 


_ —_—__ == : a4 aac 
— ere Ee en Canoe ena RE 
tos ores, 3 — ns on 
mn rn 


She complied readily with the firſt part of this 
injunction, and ſaid the would do the beſt to perform 
the other ;—with this he ſeemed highly tatisfied, 
and bid her ring the bell for a ſervant, to go and or- 
der a dinner to be prepared for them at an adjacert 


Wy rt wn 
es ee rye? Maga 


- _ — A —__ 
aneey, ets err hc Me ig ee ty ney 


and told him, that one of his footmen was below, 
and faid he had ſomething of the utmoit conſequence 
to deliver to him ;—Mutantius, on hearing this, 
went to the top of the ſtair-caſe and called the fej- 
low up, who preſented him with a letter, ſaying at 
the ſame time, | TRE ge 7 
Footman. * From Apamia, fir, ——her footman 


you and bring her ladythip an anſwer. —_— 
— Mutantias. * You did well.” | þ 


I itood cloſe behind him while he opened the letter, 
and ſaw it contained theſe lines; | 


To 
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_ To MurtanrTivs. 


«© Dear Agreeable, | 


Red HIS ſubpana demands your preſ nce ata 


«4 - court of Belles and Beaux, to be held in 


_ ** my drawing-room this evening at fix preciſely; 


«« —fajl not to come on penalty of forfeiting your 
« charaCter of politeneſs, nor lexve behind you any 
« of thoſe talents which will ferve to render the 
« facritice we propoſe to mirth and gajety complete ; 
«« —you know yourſelf the life and foul of con- 


«+ yerfation ; your abſence, therefore, at this time, 


4+ would be unpardonable :—if your watch ſhould 

«« happen to go too faſt, or any other accident make 

*« you anticipate the appointed hour, and you come 

«+ beſore the reſt of the company, you need not 

«+ apprehend being turned back, by _ bone 
Fn £-,::5.-,.-4 Yours; &c: te: 

| £2 "8 ApaMIn2 


| Having read this little billet, he bid his man fly 


to Apanna and carry her his compliments, with an 


aſſurance that he would do himſelf the honour to 
be punctual in obeying her commands ;—then turned 
into the room and faid to Ariftella, : 

* Mutantius. * 1 am ſorry, my dear, I cannot ſtay 


' * with you as I promiſed ;—ſome friends defire 


« my company this afternoon, and I cannot poſſi- 
«* bly excuſe myſelf from complying with then 
| requeſt2-;: 2 | 21s 
Ariſtella, * You willdine with me, however ? 
Mutantius, * It will be utterly inconvenient for 
* me to do fo ;—it 1s now near two o'clock, —l 


«© am to meet the company at five, and muſt now 


« dreſs; ſo you will excuſe me. | | 
 Ariſtella. * When may I hope to ſee you again ” 

Mutantius. * To-morrow, perhaps,—or next Gay, 

« —1 cannot fay exatly when; but I will come 

« ſoon, —Farewel,—make yourſelf eaſy, 


In 
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In ſpeaking theſe laſt words he pave her a flight 
falute, and went down ſtairs careleſly himming part. 


| of an Italian air, leaving his turtle to moan the 


abſence of her inconſtant mate. | 

By what I] had now ſeen of the belikvibes and 
diſpoſition of Mutantius, I found reaſon to believe it 
wou'd be yet a great while before he would bring 


himſelf to make a declaration of his marriage, fo 


reſolved not to take the trouble of any farther Inqui- 


firions, but wait till common fame hould give me. 


intelligence of it. 


This event, however, happened much ſooner than 
I expected ; but was broug 
which excited the cxtremeſt pity inſtead of congra- 


t about by an accident 


tulations ;—the untortunare Ariſtella was not born, 


to cryoy a happine!s ſhe ſo accently had withed for, 


and fo long been made to hope 3 death alone had 


the power to give what life in vain had waited for; _ 
and the fame breath which told me Mutantius had 


acknowledged her for his wife, informed me alſo 


_ that the was no more. 
Arfc!la, on her leaving the country, was charged | 


with letters and ſome .little prefents from Mrs. 
Becch!y to her two ſiſters in London ; but being 


hindcred from executing this oat In prion. | 


by the obligation Murantius had Jaid her under, ſhe 


ſent what was entruſted to her care by a poet, 
_ «ccompanied with a little billet from herſelf ; 1n_ 
which ſhe told them, ——— that an affair of the 


moſt conſequence kept her at preſent from ſeeing 


_ them, but that ſhe hoped to co fo ina ſhort time, and 
would then acquaint them with the reaſons for hav- 


ing abſented herſelf, and begged they would enter- 


tain no unfavourable though ts of her conduct in 


this point. 

As the was ciicumftanced, 'It was not in her 
power to have afted otherwiſe than ſhe did ; yet 
what fatisfation couid fich a letter as this give to 


the two ſiſters ?—for a girl, fo young and beautiful 


as the was, to baniſh herſelf from her kindred, 


without Aacquainting them with the motiye of her 


 Joms 
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doing ſo, or the place to which fthe was retired, had. 
= Tight to raiſe in them conjeRures of the very worſt 
_ fort :—they were almoſt diftraQted at the thoughts of 
her ſuppoſed ruin, and ſpared no pains: to find her: 
out, in order to bring her home, and ſnatch her from 
the ſhame they imagined ſhe was involved in. 
 Fruitleſs was their fearch for a Jong time ; but 
chance, at Jenzth, diſcovered to them not only where 
| the lived, but aifo: that ſhe was-ſapported by a gen- 
tleman ; and, in fine, that ſhe was looked upon as a 
kept-miſtreſs :—quite tranſported with grief and rage, 
they went to the houſe where ſhe was lodged, and 
the door happening to be open, flew up ſtairs with- 
Out any cerentonp and burſt in wpon her ;—the fight 
of her, for her pregnancy was very viſible. added to 
the paſſions they were: before enflamed with ;—they 
reproacked,—they reviled her in the moſt bitter terms,. 
while poor Ariſtella,. bound by-the fatal oath ſhe had 
taken, could fay nothing in defence of her innocence, - 
but what ſerved to convince them more fully of her 
utlet. FS WT | ey 
: After having loaded her with opprobtious names, 
_ and railed themſe}ves quite out. of . breath, they leit 
her with the ſame precipitation they had come,. yow- 
_ Ing never more to fre or think of her as a ſiſter. 

_ Impoflible is it for any one to conceive what the. 
ſoul of Ariſtella ſuffered in this: ſhocking: ftroke,— 
_ Confcious of innocence, yet Jabouring uncer all the 

appearance of gwilt :—ſcandalized abufed by thoſe 
to whom ſhe had been fo dear, yet incapable either 
of defending her wronged virtue, or of blaming the 
ſeverity ſhe was treated with for her fuppoſed fall ; 
—every pafſion that can agitate the human heart at 

once aſſailed, and overwhelmed her with a variety 
of anguiſh ; the force of which had ſuch an efteQ 
upon her as to cauſe an abortion that ſame night, 
and alſo to throw her into convulſions, which ina 
tew hours rendered her lite defpaired of by all about 
her. | | | 
In her interyals, between thoſe fits which deprived. 
her of all ſenfe and motion, ſhe cried out for Mutan- 
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tius,aſked where he was, and faid ſhe could not. 


die without ſeeing him ;—mefſengers were immedi- 


ately diſpatched to him with this dreadful meſſage ; 


—he came on hearing it, —he feemed greatly affected 


at the condition he found her in, but was much more 
fo when he was informed by her maid what i was | 


had thrown her into it ;—ſhe was infenfible on his 


| . entrance, but recovering ſoon after, and ſeetng him 


fo near her, catched hold of his hand, and with ago- 


nies Inexpreſſible, fatd to kin,— Oh! Mutantiue, 
* you now will be rid of a tie you have been aſhamed 


© to own.'—* No, by Heaven! cried he, Live, live, 


« Ariſtella, and I wHl declare to all the world that 
_ © you are my wife, —my lawful married wife,” 
Whether it was this ſudden ruſh of joy, on hearing 
| him ſpeak theſe words, that was too powerful for 


her weakneſs to ſuſtain, or that the lamp of life was 


waſted by the agonics ſhe had before endured, is al> 


together uncertain, but ſhe expired that moment, 
FR_y up her Jaft breath on the boſom of her too 
wRreAAC=w=w EDM. EY 

Love, pity, and remorſe, now engrofſed all his 


facul.ies ;—he kept his promiſe, acknowledged her 
for his wife, had her intombed, with the greatetf _ 


tunera] pomp, in his own family vault, and paid all 


imaginable honours to her memory ; whether he will 
ever relapſe into his former vanities it 1s time alone 


muſt thew ;—bur at preſent this once gay thoughtleſs 


rover, either is, or affeQs to be, loſt to the joys he. 
lately was ſo fond of, —behaves with the utmoit in- 


difference towards the fair ſex, ſeldom goes to any 
public place, —ſees but little company at home ; and, 
n tine, ſeems to be in every thing the very reverſe of 
what he was. | | | 


This change, together with the occafion of it, was 
a terrible diſaprointment to many a flaunting belle 
| Who had plumed herſelf on his devoirs ; but Apamia _ 
and Flutheria were the moſt deeply affected by it ;— 


both theſe latlies had, in faCt, too liberally rewarded 


his pretended paflion not to be overwhelmed with 


griet and tpite, at the diſcovery of the deception he 


had 
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| had put upon them; and that the heart they had 
| laboured to engrofs, and paid fo dear a: purchate tor, 
| had been the right of' another before he had ever. 
ſeen either of their faces. | 

But - Apamia, who, beſides. a great ſpirit, had a 
good geal of the coquette 1n her nature, got rid of 
the chagrin more exfily than her fair rival had the. 
power to do ;—that unhappy beauty, finding. herſelf 
loſt to love 2s well as to reputation, grew fick of the 
' world, and retired into the country, reſolving to re- 
turn no more to a place which had been ſo fatal both 
to her honour and repoſe. 

As to the ſiſters. of the aabetmate Ariftella, they 
were ſeized with the moſt deep afiliftion, when they 
came to know: the fad: effeQs their raſh-reſentment 
| had occafioned ; which may. ſerve as a warning to 
all perſons not to be over-haſty in cenfuring aCtions, 
the true meaning of which they cannot agtaran 
comprehend, | 


"BOOK VI. 


CHAP. E 


1s dedicated entirely to. the. Ladies, as it relates an 
adventure which nearly concerns rem: to take no 


tice of. 
MONG Aall- the. numerous modes which the 


wantonneſs of luxury has of late years Intro- 
duced into this kingdom for the deſtroying of time, | 
know of none move fatal to the virtue and reputation 
of the female ſex than Maſquerades—1 mean, as that 
aruſement is at preſent conducted. 

Indeed when a ſelect company of ladies _ gen- 
tlemen agree nmong thenfelyes, or are invited by 
ſome perſon of condition, to divert each other 1n 
ſuch diſguiſes as their ſeveral fancies ſhall make 

ckoice of, as pia-tifed in France and ſome other po- 

ee, places, the cale Is widely ditterent ; for e's 

after 
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after paſſing a. few hours in muſic, dancing, and plea- 
fant raillery, according to the characters they aſſume, 
the maſks ate all thrown aſide. and every one appears 
ſuch as he.1s ;ſo .that none will venture to talk or 
att beneath a vizard-.in tuch a manner, .as when he 
ſtands revealed, will either reflc& ihame.on himſelf, 

_ or give offence to thoſe he has been entertaining ;— 
Maiquerades, thus managed, I cannot but allow to be 
not only innocent but laudable amuſements, as they - _ 
ſerve to whet the wit and cxhilarate the mind. 

But here, —ſorry am-l to fay it, —the Maſquerade 
houſes may with Propriety enough be called ithops, 
where opportunities tor . immorality, ,prophaneneſs, 
obſcenity, and almoſt every kind of vice, are retailed 
ro any one who will become a cuſtomer ; and at the 
low rate of ſeven and twenty ſhillings, the. moſt aban- 
Loned Courtezan, the moſt: ,profligate Rake, or com- 
mon -Sharper, - purchaſes the privilege of mingling 
with the firſt Peers and Peetcfles of the realm, and 
not ſeldom affronts bath modeſty and grootncly with 
.1wpunity. 

A perceive, to my very great ſatisfaQtion, that there 
are ſome Ladies, who, touched with a juſt ſenſe of 
what is owing to their dignity, are determined not 
to expoſe themſelyes apy more in a place where, if 
. no worſe enſues, the moſt . licentious freedoms of 
ſpeech, at leaſt, are often offered to the chatteſt.ears ; 
and I am not without hope that the influence of their 
example will,prevail on many others to do the ſame, 
_ lo that next ſeaſon the aſſemblies at the Maſquerade- 
houſe will be .compoſed of luch only as are fit to 
herd together. 
For the benefit, however, of the UNWATY, ard 
thoſe .who by their ſmall acquaintance in town, are 
ignorant of the uſage and cuſtoms of theſe dangerous 
amuſements, it will not be amiſs to relate an un- 
happy adventure which I was witneſs -of, and may 
ſerve as a warning to all who are truly innocent and 
-delire to remain 410. 

Alexis and Matilda were the fon and. daughter of 
4wo gentlemen who lived at a ſmall village nee 
New cattle 
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Newcaſtle upon Tyne ;—they had loved'each other 
even before either of them well knew what was 


meant by the paſſion, and as their underſtandingg 


ripened, their inclinations increaſed in proportion :;— 
kope, for ſome time, gilded the profpett of their 
mutual wiſhes ; but, when they leaſt expeQed, a flop 
was put to the confummation; by an unfortunate af 
agreement happening between their parents. _ 
Alexis was forbid to fee Matilda, and Matilda ever 
to think on Alexis ; but theſe commands had little 
authority over hearts ſo fondly enamoured as theirs ; 
| —they formed the moſt romantic contrivances to 
| keep alive the flame with which each had inſpired 
| the other, ſome of which ſucceeded ſo well, as to 


enable them to continue a tender intercourſe by let- 


| ters, and even to gain ſome private interviews. 

| It was the father of Alexis who of the two had 
| been the. moſt refraQtory, and he dying a ſmall time 
after, the young gentleman found means to reconcile 
- matters ſo effectually with the parents of Matilda, 


that they at length conſented to give her to him, and. 


completed the happineſs of the equally loving and 
belong EEE: : 
Matilda, whoſe every care, and hope, and joy, 
had all been centered in her dear Alexis, had nothing 
now to with beyond what the was in poſſeſſion of; 
and Alexis thought himſelf fo blefſed, that he even 
defied the power of tortune to give him any cauſe of 
diſquiet ;—fatal ſecurity! — How little dependence 
for the future is there on the preſent good ? 
They had not long enjoyed the fweets of this fo 
much deſired union, before Matilda, who had never 
| been in London, expreſſed ſome curioſity to ſee a 
place ſhe had heard ſo much talk of ;—Alexis, proud 
- to embrace every opportunity of giving her pleaſure, 
immediately took the hint, and told her, he was 
ready to condut her thither as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be 
prepared for her departure. _ : Fn” 
Accordingly they ſet out from the country, and 
arrived in London about the middle of September ; 
— Alexis took ready furniſhed lodgings, in a handſome 


houſe 
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| houſe near -St. James's, for ſix months, in which 


time he thought he ſhould be able to ſhew Matilda 


every thing worth her ſeeing in town. 


Alexis had received his tft precepts at Weſtmin- | 


ter ſchool, -and having no relations in London, his 


father requeſted me, by letters, to.ca:l ſometimes at 
the houſe where he was boarded, and have an eye 
over his-behaviour ;—T did fo, .and the advice I gave 
him'being delivered not in the magiſterial but friendly | 
manner, the lad conceived a-very great affection for . 
me from that time, and has preſerved it ever fince ; 
—he made me the compliment of a firſt viſit on his 
coming to town,—told me how happy he-was, and 
begged I would: be no ſtranger to tae tair perſon who 
:had made him fo. F | rs po 

I accepted the invitation, .and went the next day ; 
—on his preſenting Matilda to:ime I was ſtruck with 
the extremeſt admiration ; for beſides a graceſvl air 
ard ſhape, a delicate complexion, fine eyes, a ſet of 
the moſt lovely features I ever faw in one face ; and, 
in fine, every thing that could conſtitute a perfect 
beauty, there was fuch a ſweet ſimplicity,—ſuch a _ 
chearful -unaffeted innocence ſhone through the _ 
whole, and .brightened every grace, that I was in a 
manner dazzled, and could nut forbear crying out 
with Carlos in the play, ts 


4 If the face be the index of the mind, 


* She has a thouſand treafur'd virtues there.” 


Alexis was quite tranſported at the tokens I gave 
of my approbation of the choice he had made ;— 


| the charming Matilda ſeemed alſo highly -pleaſed.; 


but I could eaſily perceive ſhe was not ſo through the 
vanity of hearing any praiſes on herſelf, but meerly 
becauſe her dear Alexis was juilified in the opinion | 

of one-whom ſhe ſaw he looked upon as his friend. 
But how great ſoever the ſatisfaQtion was which 
this happy couple received from my behaviour to- 
wards them, I think it could ſcarce exceed what I 
elt in my own botem, on finding ſo perfeCt a hat- 
| | | \ ___ mony 
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mony, ſo uncounterfeited a tenderneſs, ſo warm 
affeCtion, reciprocally given and paid between two 
perſons united in the manner they were, and whoſe 
love was not built on partial inclination, but on the 
real merits of each other, and confirmed by the 
ftrongeſt principles of reaſon, virtue, and morality. 
Alexts had never been but once in London fince he 
went from ſchool, and conſequently knew but few 
_ people in it ; as for Matilda, ſhe was entirely a ftran- 
ger to every body here,—yet both of them having all 
they wiſhed for in each other, neither ſought after or 
deſired to make any new acquaintance, but kept al- 
ways together, and never wanted a third perſon f 
_ their party. nr oh ET 
As the ſole excitement Matilda had to take a jour- 
ney to London, was to gratify her curioſity with the 
ſight of it, there was no eminent ſtructure or place 
of note to which the was not conduCtted by her en- 
dearing huſband ; he carried her to the Royal- 
Exchange, the Tower, the Cathedral of St. Paul's, 
the Palace at St. James's, the Parliament Houſe, and 
_ Collegiate Church of St. Peter's, Weſtminſter. 
| |] accompanied chem in the laſt-mentioned tour, 
where, as we were walking and taking a ſurvey of 
the venerable monuments of the illuſtrious dead, it 
_ pleaſed me much to obſerve the particular notice ſhe 
| took, above all others, of the "Tomb of that princels 
of England, who, when her royal conſort was 
wounded by a poiſoned arrow in the Holy Land, and 
no other means remained for his recovery but by 
ſucking out the venom from the bleeding orihce, 
willingly undertook the taſk, proud to meet an in- 
 evitable death to preſerve the life of a buſband whoſe 
ſafety was dearer to her than her own. 
© How happy was this princeſs, faid the ſweet 
© Matilda, in having ſuch an opportunity of teſtifying 
* her duty and conjugal affection 7—* Few women, 
* madam, anſwered I, would think themſelves ſo, 6: 
« make the ſame uſe -of it the did'—* They mul 
«< then, returned ſhe with ſome warmth, have fouls 
* little capable of any ſincere tenderneſs, or of ju 
-."- 6. 1608 
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© ſenſe of what is owing to that myſterious wnion, _ 
© which makes the huſband the far better part of the 
FE ion, IS arg Lo Thin BT 
Alexis had too much love and gratitude in his na- 
ture not to reply to what the faid, in terms which 
hewed how deeply he was touched with it, and 
would doubtleſs have expatiated much longer on the 
theme, if they had been in any other place. l 
After having made her better acquainted wth 
every thing in this Metropolis, than many can pretend 
to be who have paſſed their whole lives _—_ the 
ſpot, he went with her to Hampton-Court, Windſor- 


Caſtle, Kenſington, and the royal Hoſpitals of Green- 


wich and Chelſea, and alfo ro ſeveral fine Villas on 
the banks of the river ;—it would be endleſs to re- 
peat the various excurſions they made, fo I ſhall only 
fay, that there was nothing omitted to be ſhewn to. 
her which might either enlarge her ideas or entertain 
her fancy. ©. EEE, | SO 

A new ſcene of diverſions opened as the winter 
ſeaſon came on ;— P'ays, Operas, and Maſquerades 
now began to attract the attention of all who would 
be thought polite ;—the two firſt of theſe amuſe-_ 
ments Matilda was not altogether a ſtranger to, hav- 
ing often ſeen ſomewhat like them aQed by ſtrolling 
companies in the country ; but ſhe had not the. leaſt 
notion of Maſquerades, and the little account Alexis 
was able to give her, making her more impatient to. 
know what ſort of entertainment they afforded, it 
may be eafily ſuppoſed, by what has been alrcady 
(aid, that fo indulgent a huſband would not ſuffer her 
to continue long in fſuſpence ;-—it may be too, that 
he had ſome curiofity of his own to gratify in this 
pot Ts it ſeems, never been at a Matquerade 
umſelf, | 2 -£ 


| Tickets aecorcingly were! purchaſed, and maſque- | 
g habits hired ;—I happened to make a morning 
vitt the day they were to go, and found Matilda 
very buſy in ornamenting a little Hat and Crook ;— 

| the moment I entered the room ſhe told me, with 


ve greateſt pleaſure in her countenance, that the wae 
Vos. II, | | 
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to be at the Maſquerade that night, and was to af. 
ſume the charaQter of a Shepherdeſs ; I replied that 
ſhe could not take upon her one more ſuitable to her 
youth and innocence :—we then fell into ſome dif. 
courſe concerning Maſquerades ; Alexis would 
| fain have perſuaded me to accompany them, but [ 
excuſed myfelt 1 in the words of an old blind fiedler, 
| who was in the fireets when I came in, playing —_ 
\ ſinging to his inſtrument theſe lines : 


* In youth when T did love,—did love-a 
© Methought it was wond'rous ſweet-a 
* But now 1 am old, threeſcore and above-a, 
* 'To be grave is wond' rous mcet-a.” 


$ If you have no better ncubs than this cried 
Alexis laughing, it will not ſerve your turn,'—] 
do not know, indeed, whether 1t will or not, re- 
plied 1, for when oid people afte& to be gay, they. 
cught to do it under a maſk, to prevent being 
laughed at by the young ;— but 1 have another 
pa 6H added 1, which will admit of no objection; 
—T] am both to Cine and ſup with ſome friends.” 
This was, in eftect, no falſe pretence, for I really 
had an engagement upon my hands, which to comply 
with, I took my leave of Alexis and Matilda much 
ſooner than I ſhould otherwiſe have done. ET 
The company | went to breaking up about ten 
_ o'clock, which was fomewhat ſooner than I expeCted, 
ir came into my head, in fpite of the little liking I 
ever had to Maſqueraces, to ſtep in and fee how 
iatilda, who had not been accuſtomed to any great 
aſſemblies, would behave among ſuch a mingled rout. 
In things of ſmall conſequence I ſeldom gave my- 
ſelf the trouble of a ſecond thought, ſo, purſuing 
this ſtart of curiolity, I went to a Habit-ſhop, put 
_onaDom ne, and haſted to that Babel of hurry and 
confulion. 
It was no difficult matter for me to diſcover the 

perſons ] Jopght after, as 1 knew the drefiles they 
were 
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were 111 Wy ſoon diſtinguiſhed the beautiful ſhep- 
herdeſs, and her huſband by the blue Domine I had 
{cen lying on a table 1n his oIning-room : — | perceived 

there were many eyes upon Matilda ; for though her 
| face was Concealed, her lovely hair, which with a 
| {udied negligence hung in ringlets almoft to her- 
ſhoulders, her alabaſter neck, her lovely ſhape and 
{rightly air, had ſomewhat i in them tuiicien! ly at- 


tradtive. 
But there was one who NES all the reſt ſeemed | 
particularly attentive to her motions, ——-he was in 


the habit of a Hunttman, a character which | after- 

wards had reaſon. to fay to myſelf fuited very well 

the inten:ions_he had in his head. that night :—which 
] way foever Matilda turned he took care not to loſe 
I fight of her ; but as the kept cloſe to Alexis, neither 
- he nor any one elfe had an OpPorugiy of ſpeaking. 
y. to her. 


2 | hovered as near - them as | could without being 
T taken notice of, and it gave me'a good dral of di- 
1; verfion, to ſee the ſurprite this innocent counrry lady 
| teſtified at hcating the. freedoms with waich ſome 
y people, who ſeemed to be pertect ſtrangers, accoſted 
ly each other ; one incident in particular, which though 
h it had nothing extraordinary in it at a Maſquerade, 
= appeared wonderful to her ;—it was this : 
-n A Hermit, with more far :rows on h's v:zard than 
d, 10 an acre of ploughed land, and a beard a foot and: 
r] a half long, mipglcd with the thicke(t of the alſem- 
WW. bly, and leaning on his ſtick and looking rou. d him, 
at cried out with a voice conformable to 1's decrepit 


appearance :—* Vanity !— vanity.!—oh vanity of va- 
 nities!” This exclamation drew a good deal of 
laghter, but no reply, ?oll a ſmart lady, drefled in 
a Spaniſh Bonaroba, gave him a flap on the ſhoulder, 
and {aluced him in theſe terms: 
lady. * Well, =my good father SanQtity, what 
' makes that venerable beard of Powrs' Out Of your 
' ell at this thine of night 2 
Hermit. * 1 came to warn ſuch wanton minxes as 
* you of your folties ;—to warn you of the wo 
$- *.Q 
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_ © of the fleſh and blood ;— to bid you leave of 
. © your Jellies, your Eringos, your Ratifia, and 
« your Viper-wine ;—to bi you mortify your car- 
© nal thoughts, and do penance in cooling herbs and 
« fountain-water,  _ El 
_ Lady. * Pray, is Arbor-Vitz among your regimen 
py oma, an. 
Hermit. © Yes, T have one root ; but T never 
« preſcribe it without knowing the complexion and 
© conſtitution of the perſon.” I To rs 
Lady. * What do you think of mine ? | 
_ Hermit. © Furſt Jet me know the ſymptoms.” 
Lady, * As how? _ | 
 fHlermir, © | will tell you” = 
— With theſe words' he drew her apart from the 
company, and after a+ ſhort converſation between 
theraſelves, went away together, —at which Matilca, 
who had loſt no part of their behaviour, was fo 
_ aſtoniſhed, that ſhe couJd not forbear expreſling 
| herſelf to her huſband on that occaſion in terms 
_ which made the Huntſman, and ſome others who 
were near enough to hear what ſhe ſaid, laugh hear- 
tily at her ſimplicity, and ignore of the place ſhe 
was 1n. | Cs Fo re 
| Prefently after, a gentleman croſſing the room with 
his maſk in his hand, was known to Alexis, who on 
fight of him cried out to Matilda, - 
 Aexis, * Look yonder, my dear,—there is Mr. 
* Freeman ;—l never heard a ſyllable of his being 


_ * in town;—1 will juſt ſtep to him and tell hin 


- © where we lodge ;z-——odo you fit here till I come 
FINER.” Es CO El on ea 
He then ſeated her on a bench, and went haſly 


after his friend, who had paſſed into another room ; 


 —I now doubted not but that the Huntſman would 
ſnatch this opportunity of entertaining Matilda, but 
I loft ſight of him in an inſtant ;—he vaniſhed, as tt 


were, from the place and I ſaw him' no more ;—the 


fair Shepherdeſs, however, was not to remain neg- 
Jed, found fereral were advancing towards her, 


difagreeable figure I ever beheld ;—his ſtatute was 


- without being incommoded ;—he had on the habit of 


in the manner he did, merely to put her ſpirits in a 
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one of whom was the moſt groteſque, as well as 


far from what could be called tall ; but the circum- 
ference of his carcaſs exceeded that of any three 
men in the whole afſembly ;—his legs looked like 
the pillars of a church porch, and when he moved, 
were at ſuch a Giſtance from each other, that a boar 
of a moderate fize might eaſily paſs between them 


a Turkiſh Bathaw, which was the worſt, indeed, he 
could have choſe ;—his huge ears, diſcovered by the 
ſhortneſs of his turbant, hung upon his ſhouidess, 
as did the wallets under his chin upon his brea't :;— 
in a word, he could have no deformity that the drets_ 
he. wzs in did not ſhew to advantage. ” 

_ This enormous creature had no ſooner reached 
the place where Matilda fat, than he threw himſelf 
down by her on the bench, and accoſted her with 
knguage w:.ich I thould never forgive mytclt, nor 
expeCt to be forgiven by my reader, to repeat ;— 
but I was glad to-find, by the whiſpers of ſoine peo-- 
ple bel:ind 'me, that inſtead of a jrentleman, as [ at 
firſt took him for, he was no other than a Bully at a 
certain noted Brothel in Covent-Garden, and was 
knowi about town by the name of Luinper-Ham- 
mock.—See, ladies, what company yuu expoſe your- 
ſeives to at a Maſquerade ;—thoſe, however, wao 
give tickets, and dreſs up fuch wretches to make a 
party ainong you, deſerye little of your favour. 
| cannot pretend to ſay whether this fellow was 
encouraged by any other perſon to behave to Matilda 


hurry, or whether he was inſtigated to it only by his 
own impudence and brutality of nature ; but what- 
ever it might be, the ſituation of that poar lady was 
greatly to be pitied ;—ſhe moved by little and little ax 
far from: him as the bench would give her leave ; but 
he ſtill followed, and would needs keep cloſe to ber 
and perſecute her with his ribald diſcourſe ;—ſome- 
times ſhe got up, and looked round to ſee if her 
buitband were coming to her relief; then fat down 


2 agaily 
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again, not daring to leave the place for fear of ming 
him :; but all the tine. frewed tokens of the utmol! 
_ agitation of mird. 
At length the blue. Domine 2ppeared, on which 
| ſhe ſtarted from Ecr feat, and 1unning to him, cried, 
—* Oh, my Gear, I 3m ga you are Come. '— He 
on! ly replied, in a low voice, —* Av, s8y,—let us be 
* gone z —and taking Rer by the hand led her haſtily 
away. 
EE pleaſed myfelf with the thoughts of having ſeen 
Matilea 'afe vncer the rroteion of hes Jiuſband, 
and was © ually ſo that he had Giſccyered litie 9 
probat: on cf. the Maſguerade, by his leaving It a 
nme when thc diverfion was at {es full heip Ath, K 
more COMpany were Com: ng ia thar, going Gut. 

But the arsfattion I erjcyed in both theſe points 
vanithed jn a moment ;—Alexits returned, — his maſk 
was now of, and he paffed Gitealy to the place 
where he had left Matilda, —then Rarted Lack — 
con:uſion and ſurpriſe over{precd his 'ace ;—he threw 
his eyes wilcly round the room, then 1an through 
every part of it, and without . conſidering how much 
he expoſed himfelf to the rigicule of that giggling 
aile Wo ly, aſked hiſt of one and then of another, if 
they had ſeen a Shepherceſs in green and filver, and 
if they knew what was hecome of her. ' 

"This frruck me with an infinite concern, as it 
nude me know Matilda had been deceived by the 
fight of the blue Doniine, and in ſpight of my un- 

wikingnefs i let him ſeeT had come to a place where 
] had refuſed to accompany him, was juft ſtepping 
forwaid to 1nfo;m him of what had happened, when 
4 lady heating his inquiries ſpoke to him in | theſe 
terms : 

Lady. * Sir, the lady I faw with you in \ the dreſs 

* you mention, went away a iitle while ago with 1 
. Jentleman in a blue Domine, much the ſame as 
* your own.” | 

Alexis. * Oh heavens !\—what curſt miſtake is 

6s?” DR 
In 


op] 
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Tn uttering this exclamation he flew out of the 
room like lightning, without ſtaying to thank the 
lacy for the intelligence ſhe had given him ;—1 foi-. 
lowed as faſt as I could, in order to ſee what he b 
would do, and found him at the door of the houſe, | 
; 


encowpaſſed with Hackney-coachmen, Chairmen and 
Link-boys, among whom he was vainly endeavouring _ 
to get ſoine account of his Joſt Shepherdeſs ;—one | 


IS] 
of them, it ſerms, had ſaid he faw a lady in the Ws | 
habit he deſcr'bed go into a coach with a gentleman, \ 
bu: could tel! nothing either of the figure of the Wh 


coach or where It was ordered to drive. ERR 
It will not be difhcult for any one who 1s a hul- 8 


: 
band, and who loves his wife, to jpnuge of what ; i}! 
Aiexts ruſt ſuffer in ſuch a _eiftreQtng circumſtance : | i | 
— It was very evident to him that bis dear Viatilda 80} 
had been carried off, tut by whom, or to what _ Nt j 
place, were things which ſeemed al:ogether impoſſi- jt 
ble for him to diſcover; and wanting the imeans | N ; 


either to prevent her 1uin or his own aiſhonour, or 77091 
to take vengeance on the ravither for the injurv he 
had done to both, could but fil him with reflections. 
almoſt equally ſtabbing as the injury itfelf : —tinding 
no information could be gained in the place where he 


was, he withdrew trom the crowd, as | ſuppoſe, to 
conhider what method he ſhould purſue ; tor he con- 


tinued in a fixed poſture for the ſpace of two or thrce _ 


igg.y* % 
ek 

I oe 
wa _. 


one rn 


ee NS IE ag 
Wa 


wa ws. 1h 
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; minutes at leaſt, leaning againſt ſome rails before an 
acjacent houſe. | | | 


My heart bled for him, and if I had been capable _ 
of offering him either advice or conſolation, would. 
not have kept at the diſtance I did ; but the accident 
that had happened was without a remedy, and 1 
had often obſerved, that to preach up moderation. 
n the firſt guits of paſſion, ſerves but to inflame it 
more. | | | 


[ thought there were no meaſures he could take 
that night, yet imagining he had ſomething in his 
head, was delirous of ſeeing what event his cogita- 
' tions would produce, —1 therefore laid hold of the. 
opportunity I now had of ſtepping behind the cover 

| 7 of 
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of a hackney-coach in waiting, and girded on my 
Belt of Inviſibility, which 1 always carried in my 
_ pocket, in caſe any thing ſhould fall in my way to 
give me occaſion to make uſe of it 
| The influence of my valuable gift had but uf 
| taken eject, by being warm upon my body, when 
Alexis roufed himſelf out of the reſvery he had been 
in, and walked very ſaſt up the flieet ; —I kept pace 
_ with him ?cill he came to the houſe where he lodged; 
—the deor being opened by his own footman, who 
fat up for him,—Is my wite come home, cried he? 
—the fellow anſwering in the negative, and ſeeming 
_ ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the queſtion, he threw him- 


| 
Kelf into the parlour, ſaying to himſelf : | 
Alexis. * How mad a hope did 1 entertain, that | 
* the might have found ſome meang to eſcape the Z 
_ * hands of her raviſher, and been here before me? ; 
 * —No,—no,—tis 1mpoſlible ;— the villain doubt- 
© lefs will fecure his prey :—curſed, curſed Maſque- 
_ © rade, invented by the. fiends for the deſtruQion of 
4: CDs 
While he was thus ſpeaking he tore off his Do- 7 
mine, with agonies not to be expreſſed, and ſtamped 
| 8 under his feet ;—then turning to his ſervant went 
_ on: thus : SE. PT 
Alexis, * William, your miſtreſs 1s run away 
* with, —ſtolen from me by ſome villain in a Domine p 
«* like my own ;—ſhe is loſt for eyer unleſs inumedl- 
« ately recovered ;—fly this minute to every Tavern of 
« and Bagnio you can think on,—deſcribe her habur, Ss; 
* —ingquiie it ſuch a one with a perſon in a blue pr 
 * Domine entered there ;——be gone this inſtant, 2 
'* while I run to a Juſtice of the Peace, and get a of 
* warrant to ſearch in all ſuſpeCed places _ ir 
FWilliam. * What part of the town, fir, do you RD 
© think ir moſt likely I ſhall hear of her? _ 
Alexis. * Alas! | am as 1gnorant of that as you at] 
. © but all parts muſt be ſearched ;—fly then, good | 
< William; and, do you hear, aſk every Hackney- "60; 


- *. coachman you meet with, if he ſet any ſuch per- 
” | DEER -. = Job 
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* ns Gown, and where ;—away, I ſay,—ſtay we 
«© to conſider, —a moment may confirm her ruin and 


0 my diſhonour.” 
The fellow obeyed without making any farther 


reply ; but, I perceived by his countenance, was 


not very well contented with the errand he was ſent 
upon ; and Alexis went out of the houſe at the 
' fame time he did, in order to have recourſe to a 
Magiſtrate in this exigence, as he had faid he 


would. 


ment, very much fatigued in body, yet much more 
{9 in mind, at the unfortunate mittake poor Matilda 


had fallen into, and which I had all the reaſon in 


the world to fear would be atengen with the mot 
dreadful conſequences. 


CHAP. Il. 


Contains the concluf '75n of a narrative, which I; am. 
certain there is not one perſon in the world who can 


7 read without being filled with the moſt poignant 


remorſe, unleſs he f- as dead to all ſenſe of oumanity 
as 7 bonar. 


\HE concern I was vnder, on account of the 
accident 1 had juſt come from being a witnets 


of, would ſuffer me to enjoy but little repoſe the 
remaining part of the night ;—I could not think s | 


praticable that the meaſures Alexis intended to tak 
or, indeed, any .he could poflibly purſue, _ 


enable him to recover his dear Matjlda, at leaft *tiil- 
it was too late to fave her from diſhonour ; and. 


trembled for the effets which deſpair on fuch an 


event might prodably occafion, both in one and the 


dither. 


My impatience to. know if M ilda was yet 


come howe, or if the reſearches of Alexis had 
= $; | he ——_ 


I had no hnclaaion to follow either maſter or man, 
on an expedition which promiſed -ſo little ſucces, 
therefore made all the hafte I conld to my own apart- 
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| gained him any information concerning her, made 
me reſolve to go to his locgings in the mornin 
but whether I ſhould make this viſic ja my Vidthe 
or Invitible capacity I was for fome time at a loſs; 
— at laft it ſeemed moſt eligible to appear in pr ori 
perſona, as if | came only to aſk ſome queſtions con- 
cerning the maſquerace, and how they approved of 
that diverſion, as it was the+firit time they partook 
_ of it; and alfo to take no notice of my being appii- 
zed of ayy thing had happened there, unleſs he relat- 
ed it to me hinfelft, which 1 did not much ou of 
_ tis doing. 
On my knocking at the door it was opened ny 
"Mes: Soherton, for fot the gentlewoman of the houſe 
was called ;— after a thort apology for the trouble] 
had given her, L aſked it Nexts or his lady were yet 
flirring ; 'to which, with. a forrowſul countenance 
_ and (One of voice, ſhe replied: 


Mrs. \obertor. * Oh, fir, the ſtrangeſt NET IN 


Cn he ſaddef? misiortune that ever was has hap- 
* pzned ;-- I with you had been here laft night, or 
« ſome good bouy, to comfort the poor gentleman; 
« for indeed I an afraid he will go beſide himſelt.” 

T ateQed a very great ſurpriſe on hearing this ex- 
clamation, and defired ſhe would explain herſelf, if 


what Ihe ſeemed o full of was no ſecret ;—The tl then 


inade. me tins anſwer : * 

h.rs. Soberion. * A fecret ; — no, far, -t RY 
« no {ecret to all the tovyn, SS lefs to one ſo much 
* a friend to the family as you are ;—be. pleaſed to. 
* walk ln and 1 will tell you all ; — 1 mean, all that 
* 18 in my POW, for Heaven only knows what the 
© end will he”? 


| In ſperking theſe laſt words ſhe threw the pazlour 


door: vw hich was then half ſhut, wide open to gire 
me 4 more commodtous entrance z;— I went in, and 
there wos fi ting eby the fe-ſilte an old gentleman 
who Io: "Fe ' in the ſecond floor of the ſame houſe ; ;_ 
| he w: Sena man, but no great favourer of the 
WOIuC'., as | aftei wards found by his calcourſe. 


i Irs, 
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Mrs. Soberton had no ſooner drawn a chair, and 
obliged me to be ſeated, than ſhe began to tell me 


that Matilda had been varied off from the imaſque- 
race ;— that her huſband was in the utmolt diftrac- 


tion 0n mitling her ;— the means he had made ule of 


to hind where the was concealed ; but that all hitherto 
had been 1neftectual, 


thouſand particulars which I either knew already or 
could eaſily gueſs at ; 
her long detail, one circumſtance which | ſuppole 
ie thought very material, — that the door of her 
houſe had never been ſhur a quarter of an hou. to- 
gether for the whole night, and chat none of the fa- 
mily could get a wink ot leep. 

1 had ſcarce time to expreſs the trouble I was in 
for my friend's nisfortune, when the old gen:leman 
took up the word, and faid, 

Old Gentleman. * It is a very ugly accident, In - 
* deed, which way ſoever it came about, and I am 
heartily ſorry for Alexis ;— but it ſhews what vex- 


- 


_ 


marrying with theie gay tine young women.” 

Mrs. Soverton, * 1 proteſt you are the faddelt 
gentleman I ever knew in my life, — always again! 
* the poor women,— as if we alone were 11 fult tor 
every thing ;— I know there are errors ſometimes 
* on both ſides; but take it in the general, 
coniident, that it the men were not mote to blame 
than we are, there would not be ſo many unhappy 
marriages: — as for the lady in queition, my lo2ger, 
[ believe there 1s not a ſweeter, better conditioned, 
and more modeſt creature breathing, nor.one that 
loves her huſband more.” 


LY 


—_ 


I joined Mrs. Soberton wich ſome warmth in the 


vindication of Matilda's character ; and adde\, that 
| knew her incapable of being uilty of any thing to 
lotteit it ;— to which the old gentleman replied: 
Ol Gentleman It may be as you ſay, — her in- 
cliaations may be perfectly good and virtuous, 
ow forbid I ſhould haibour any t10ugnts i0 the 
© CLULtialy 


| tho! himſelf and ſervant had 
been halt over the town in ſearch of her, with a 


and added, at the cloſe of 


ations men are liable to bring upon themſelves, by 


am very | 
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* contrary ;— but what buſineſs had ſhe at the mf. 
«--: . | | | 
_  querade?— if women would ſtay at home, and 
* mind their ſpinning and their needle, as in former 
days, none of theſe miſchiefs would happen ; but 
they muſt be gadding abroad, and provoking 
temptations they are not always able to reſiſt —. 
One of our Poets, Otway I think it was, in ny 
opinion, has a mighty pretty ſentiment on thi; 
matter ;— if I remember right his words ars theſe: 


SG a 6 a _. ea 


Woman to man firſt as a bleſſing given, 
When innocence and love were in their prime : 
Happy a while in Paradiſe they lay ; 

| Bur quickly woman longed to go aſtray ; | 
> me fooliſh new adventure needs mutt prove, 


And the firſt Devil ſhe faw the chang'd her love. 


TI was too much of the fame mind with this gen- 
tleman, as concerning maſquerades, to ſay any thing 
In the behalf of thoſe entertai:ments; but urged in 
_ defence of Matilda's conduct in this point, that being 
a country lady, defirous of ſeeing every thing in Lon- 
don, and went with her huſband, ſhe could not bt 

_ apprehenſive of any kind of danger while under his 


_ proteCtion, | 


He either was, or had complaiſance enough to 
 feign himfelf convinced by the arguments 1 offered ; 
after which ] took my leave; but juſt as 1 was flep- 
ping out of the door I faw Alexis enter, or rather |! 
ghoſt, for he appeared more like the ſhadow. thin 
__ the real ſubſtance of my living friend ;— he falutcd 
me, however, with his uſual freedom and politene!s, 
and when we came into the dining-room embraceo 
; Ine, and began thc recital oi his misfortune in this pa- 
thetic exclamation : | IPL | ny 
Alexis, * Oh, my frierd, 1 am undone !— Tuinee, 

* I fear, for eve: !— the authcr, giver, and partake! 
* of all my happinets is Joſt !— torn irom me by ſome 
* [aſcivious, ſore inhuman villain; «nd him whom 
* yeſterday you beheld the moſt bleſt of men, as 
MM EO. LIT 


| 
| 
) 


© now ſee the moſt accurſed, moſt wretched and for- 
« Jorn of all created beings!” _ des 
He then procceded to inform me, as well as the. 


 diftraQtion of his thoughts would give him leave, of 
| the method he had taken tor the recovery of his loſt 


treaſure ;— how he had paſſed the whole night and 
that morning in fearch of her, in every place ro which 


he could imagine ſhe might have been carried, and 
| that hitherto all his inquities had been entirc}y fruit- 


leſs. 7 | x | T0 
While he was ſpeaking his ſervant came in,— he 


aſked haſtily if he had met with any fucceſs ; to which 


queſtion the fellow anſwering in the negative, his 


 agonies redoubled, and never did deſpair, and rage, 


and grief, except in the caſe of ſuicide, produce 


more violent effeQts than what I now beheld in him. 


Common compaſſion and good nature, without the 


afſiſtance of that friendſhip I had for him, would 
| have obliged me to make uſe of my utmoſt endeavours 


to aſſuage his ſorrows ; though, indeed, the occaſi- 
on of his diſtreſs was of ſo nice and delicate a kind, 


as rendered it very difficult to ſay any thing to the 
purpoſe. OE | POS IE 


Perceiving he had no thoughts of giving over his 


unavailing rambles, ?Lill he had gained ſome intelli- 
gence concerning her, I told him, that, in my opini- 


on, there was but little probability of benefiting him- 


ſelf by thoſe means ; that in an age which paid not 


much regard either to love or honour, he would only 


expoſe both himſelf and wite to the cenſures of a fneer- 


ing town, and perhaps alſo make the raviſher more 


careful to conceal his prize. 


This-ſeeming to have ſome weight with him, I_ 
added, that I believed I cou!d point him out a way 


which afforded a greater prc{peCt of ſucceſs, than the 


_ One he had determined to puiſue ;— on which he 


cried out to me to acquaint him with it. | 
{ then adviſed him to put an advertiſement in one 


_ of the daily papers, deſcribing the ſhape and ſtature 
of Matilda as near as pollible, with all the particu-_ 


lais of the habit ſhe had on, and offering a hand- 
Ne ſome 
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ſome reward to any one who ſhould give information 
_ of the place at which ſhe alighted out of a hackney- 
.coach, in company with a *entleman i in a blue Do- 
mine, between the hours of twelve and one at night : 

—* "This you may do, faid I, without mentioning 
© any name, except that oi * the perſon to whom ſuch 


© that cither the coachman wha carried her, or ſome 
« one who might be about the door where the was 
© ſet down, or even the ſervants of the houſe, will, 
* for the fake of the gratuity, make that diſcovery 

© which all your perſonal 1 inquiries might not be able 
© to obtain.” 

] had no ſooner ended, than a ſudden dawn of 
chencfulnel glcamed upon his languid face, and to 
ſhew how much he approved of the thought 1 had 
communicated, took pen and paper and mmedincly 
wrote In almoſt the fame terms I had expreffed it ; 
ſpecitying, at the ſame time, a coffee-houte wie 


the reward ſhould he paid, on the requeſted narelli. 


gence being brought. 
'Fo keep up his ſpirits, after the advertiſement was 


ſent to the printer, I repeated the hopes | had that. 


the ſucceſs would anſwer, — on which he replied, 
Alexis. * Yes, my dear friend, the ſuſpence | 

* labour under is ſo exquiiite a torture, that I would 

« with to pur an end to it, though by the molt cruel, 


« the moſt ſtabbing cer ainty, — according to. the. - 


© Poet's axiom, that in all misfortunes, 
© 'To know the worſt is ſome degree of aſks : 
He could not utter theſe latt words wichout a fizh, 


© which ſeemed to rend his very heart-ſt: ings ;— then 


| flarting ſuddenly from his ſeat he cried Out With the 
| PO Rel vehemence, 


Alexis. * Oh; Matilda |— my poor Iiatilda !— 


© what would I not give to purchaſe All 9pportunity 


« of revenging thy fad undoing !” 


OR inding now that he was beginning to relapſe into. 
his former agonies, I made uſe of my utinoſt eacea-. 


vuurs to bring him to believe what, indeed, I could 
not. believe os long io that there was a probabi: ity 


that L 


; intelligence may be brought ;— and ?tis very likely | 


_ _ — 
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that bis wife might in reality ſuffer no more from this 


adventure than the fright it mult neceflarily haye put 
her into; and that as it could not be Qoubted but 


that her virtue would refiſt all the temprations could. 


be offered, ſo the ſame virtue would allo enable her 
to triuwph over tke attacks of brutal violence. 

| enforced what I {aid upon this {core with all the 
examples [ had ever read of, or at leaſt could re- 
ember, in relation to ladies who had the good for- 
tune to make converts of their intended -raviſkers; 
and turn what was meant. for their diſhonour into 


their glory ; and was at Jength to far tucceſ>ful in this 


attempt, as to inſpire him with a halt hope that his 
dear Viatilda might pollibly return unyio/ated. 

Having gained this point, I prevailed cn him to 
' take ſome refreſhment, which he coule not bur ſtand 
in great nced of, as he had neither eat, nor drank, 


or flept 1a ſo many hours ;—at his carneſt requeſt [ 


ſayed with him, and partook whar might be more 


properly called a running banquet than a Ginner, 


though, by Mrs. Scber:ton's dir-Giions, elegantly 
enough prepared ;— AjLCTr this, nature, who will not 
be denied her ri7hts, whatever vexatious may 1t.ter- 
vene to rob her of them, - ipread a certain drowſinefs 
upon his eye lics, which ] perceiving perſuaced him 
t0 favour, and on my proniting hin to come aga! 
the ſame evening, or the next morning without fail, 
be lay down on the bed, and left me at liberty to 
purſue my inclinations. 

As I had now no engagement upon my hangs, and 
had not been at White's chocolate houſe tor a con- 
hderable tine, it was now my full deſign to £0 thi- 


ther, and fee what the conipany were doing ; : butas 


| had tome very good reaſons not to appear in that 
place, 1 ſtepped into the firſt nook I found in my Ways 
and put on my Belt of Inviſibility. 

| was bur juſt equipped, and palling on to my 1in- 
tended rout, when 1 faw a chai, with the curtains 
cloſe drawn, ſtop at a few paces bciore me ;— 1 
thould have taken no notice of this, it-one of the fel- 
'0ws bad not lifted up the top, and told the perien 
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+ it, that he had forgot whether it were the red or 


them : 


the green lamps ;— the anſwer was glven In a yoice 


which I preſently knew to'be Matilda's; and if I had 


not ſo well remembered, as 1 did, the accents, ] 


 thould have ſuſpeted 1t was no 6ther than herſelf, 
; by her ſaying, —* The two green lamps. | 


On finding it was the, the reader will eafily belteye 
I had more curioſity to ſee the interview between 


| her and Alexis, than any thing elſe I could have in 


my head ;— I followed the chair till it came to the 


| houſe, and on the door being opened ſlipped in with 


1t ;— on her alighting Mrs. Soberton ran out of the 
parlour, and was beginning to teflify her joy at her 
return, tho' mingled with fome demonfſirations of 


ſurpriſe to ſee her in the condition ſhe was, which, 
indeed, was deplorable enough ;— her head without 
any other covering than a handkerchief tied care- 


lefly over her dithevelled hair,— her garments torn,-- 


her eyes ſwelled with tears,— every feature diſtorted, 


and all the tokens of diftraftion and deſpair about 


> | | 


| She made no anfwer to what the good gentlewo- 


man faid, :but, after throwing ſome money to the” 


chairmen, ran haftily up ftairs into the dining-room, 
where flinging herſelf on a ſettee.— ſhe cried out, 


—* Where is Alexis” — to which Mrs. Soberton, 


who had followed as well as myſelf, zeplied, —-* Oh, 
*. madam, you cannot imagine what trouble both he 
* and all of us have had on your account.” | 

I know not not whether that unhappy lady woul: 


have declared to Mis. Soberton any part of what had. 

| befallen her or not; for Alexis, wao either had not 
_ fallen aſleep, or was eafily awaked, heard his wife's 
voice, and carne flying out of the chamber that inſtant ; | 
—-= Mrs. Soberton, diſcreetly Judging that they might. 


not chooſe to have a third perſon witneſs of their 
diſcourſe, went dire&tly dewn ſtairs ; but the Inviſi- 
ble remained, and his wonderſul Tablets received 
the impreſſion of the following diatogue betweeu 


Matilia 


« 
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Matilda, © Oh, Alexis, wherefore did you leave 
me Þ TN | 
Alexis. * Wherefore did you leave the place 
where [ defired you ſhould wait for my return!” 


| Matilda, * 1 ſtirred not from 1t but to follow 


« 
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you, as I then thought.” 


Alexis, * Confuſion !— How could you be fo 
miſtaken 1, ar 
Matilda. * Alas I had no apprehenſion of the 


deception put upon me !— his habit was exaQtly_ 


like yours ; — his ſtature much the fame ;— be 
ſpoke in a Jow voice ; but if he had not, my ſpi- 


rits were in too much agitation at the impudence of 


a fellow who had juſt before accoſted me, to have 
diſtinguithed the difference.” _ | 


Alexis. * Oh, my torn heart !— But fay,— who 


is the villain that betrayed you !— Where were you 


_ carried | 


Matilda, * Alas, — the precautions he took has 


left me ignorant of both; andall I know 1s that I 


am undone.” BY DE : | | 
Alexis, * Diſtra&tion !— undone, and not know 
by whom ! nor even in what place the horrid deed 


was perpetrated !— all means for my revenge barred 


up !-— Yet perhaps I may be able to diſcover ſome- 


thing,— ſpeak therefore,— tell me in an inftant all 
the particulars of the ſtory P I _ 
| Matilda, * 1 will, tho? every word I utter wilt 


ſtab me to the ſoul, and inflict anew the ſhrecks 1 
have undergone.” x | 


Alexis. * No preparations ;= be quick, and an- 


{wer my demand at once. | 
Matilda, * Have patience then; for while you 
look ſo terrible I cannot ſpeak OY 
Alexis, * You cannot think I would hurt you ; 
— ſpeak. then, thou wretched woman, and break 
at once the heart of thy more wretched huſband ! 


Matilda. * Oh which way fhall I begin !--how end p 


Alexis, * Keep me not on the rack ! 


| Matilda. * Soon as 1 faw the counterfeit Alexis 


approach I roſe to mect him, and on his bidding 
hea. | : 
| 4 me 
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me come, and. ſtretching forth his hand, T gave Him 
mine, glad to ind myſelf condufted 5 {rom that 
miogled crowd which I had ſeen too much of to de- 
fire to continue any longer with ;— we went into 
a coach where I began to tcl him how I had heen 
alronted by an ugly huge man in a Turkiſh habit; 
but he made no anſwer either to that or any other 
idle prate [ enteriained him with, till the coach 
ſtopped and he handed me into a koule: the eniry 
of which was full of men, who were running back- 
wards and forwards wit® canules in tieir hands, and 
ſeemed vycry buſy :— I alked where we were gO!ng, 
he ſtill made no reply ; but after a ſhort w hut: 
«+ perto one of the fellows led me up fairs,” | 
Alexis, * *Sdeath! — why did you go!—— 
* then was your time to have cried ont for reſcue!” 
Matilda, * What, from my huſband !— I could 
not as yet know him from any otter than your- 
ſelf:— I was, indeed, a little ſurprifed at this be- 
haviour ; bur imagined it was owing to ſome little 
whim you had taken into your head, on purpoſe to 
laugh at my ſimplicity, — Being warm with having 
my maſk on ſo long, I plucked it off as ſoon as we 
got into the room, but he clapped it on again ;— 
a man was then juſt entering with a bottle and 
glaſſes in his hand, which having ſet down on a 
table he immediately withdrew ; my Ccon- 
dner then bolted the door, and Tunning towards 
_* me, ſaid, —* Now, my angel, I may feaſt my 
«« eyes with all that heaven of beauty, which, while 
&« beneath a cloud, attracted my admiration, and 
* you behold the man who from this happy mM9- 
« ment devotes himſelf entirely to your charms ;”— 
© with theſe words he took off both mine and his 
* own vizard ;— I fliieked, and ſurely had fainted 
c 
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with the fright, if an equal proportion of Tage ; had 
not kept up my ſpirits.” | 
Alexis. % What faid he then ? w 
 Mutilda. * A thouſand romantic lyes,- ſuch as 
e.] have read in plays and nov els, which [ 5 0 
F  ORY 
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Alexis. * No, Matilda, I can never hate you; 


| Matilda, * You may eaſily believe,: that he who 


pole, and made me the moſt miſerable of women.” 
* 1 ſuppoſe, he would have ſuffered you to depart 7? 
monſter, when I was. at liberty to leave him !— 
ſelf for what I have been compelled to ſuffer,- do 


not you hate me too !? 


. on a perfect FRowiecye of every circumſtance,” 


the diQtates of an ungoverned paſſion, and forcing 
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only with revilings, ull perceiving my juſt ſcorn 
had no effect upon him, I had recourſe to tears and 
entreaties ;— told him 1] was a married woman,— 
that I had a huſband dearer to me than my foul, 
and by whom I was as much beloved, and con- 
jured him not to detain me, nor attempt to violate 
the ſacred rites of marriage.” | Ge 

« lexis. * Did not this move hin ?” 
Matilda. * Oh ro,—- not in the leaſt, the auda- 
cious wretca bur laughed at this remonitrance,— 
ſaia that love, like ail other appeiites, demanded 
variety ;— that I was a ico!, and krew not the true 
intereſt of my fex, but that he would infilrut me 
better, and make me happy tho* againft my will” - 
Alexis, * Execrable dog !— but go on” 


could ſpeak ſuch words, would alſo accompany 
them with aCtions of the ſame nature :— I reſiſted #}l 
I could the indecent liberties he took, — called 
Heaven and Earth to my alliſtance, but in vain ;—_ 
I was at laſt overpowered ;— 1n the midſt of tears, 
reproaches, {woonings, he effeQed his brutal pur- 


Alexis, * Moſt miſerable, indeed! — Aftter this, 


Matilda. * Can you think me vile enough to con- 
tinue one moment in the preſence of that deteſted 


This, indeed is cruel.— Oh Alexis !— I hate my- 


— but all the hopes of my eternal peace depend 


Matilda. * His firſt pretence of detaining me 
was to perſuade me to moderation ; for in thoſe 
creadful moments, had the means of death been 
in my power, I certainly ſhould have committed 
ſome deſperate deed, either on myſelf or him :;— 
he feigned a con'rition for following, as he ſaid, 


© from 
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from me a bleſſing which ought to have been the 
reward only of long and faithful ſervices ;—hut 
ſoon I found that all theſe flatteries, this coun- 
terfeited ſoftneſs, had no other aim than to make 
me as wicked as he had made me wretched, 
;* and ſeduce me tq conſent to aid his brutal plea. 
< ſures.” Ce A EOS Ob. 

_ Alexis. © Could he have the vanity tq imagine 
'* you believed him?” | Þ | 


a a @ 6 oa 


Matilda. * All my fpirits had been before ex- 


© hauſted ;— I had no voice, no breath to ſpeak; 
© and he, perhaps, interpreted my filence as a half 
* yielding to his will :—he could not well diſcern 
© how much my looks diſdained his fuit ; for tho' 
* it was mid-day, no other light came into the 
_ +6 room than what beamed through two ſmall holes 

© in the window-ſhutters ;—he ſeemed very alert, 

* —threw open the windows, —unfaſtened the door, 
* and ordered that ſomething ſhould be got ready 
'* to eat ; but when the waiter came In to ſpread 
-* the table, he obliged me to put on my maſk, 
* faying,—* You ſee, my dear, how careful I am 
_ *. of your reputation, —lI hope you will reward me 
Sr 16: PE En Froe Bo. | 

Alexis, © The loweſt hell reward him !—So then 
« you dined together ?? Ws 

Matilda, * Such an attempt would ſure have 
 choaked me ; overcome, indeed, with thirſt and 
faintneſs, T ſwallowed a little wine mingled with 
water : but though he forced me to fit by him at 


any thing was there ;—my refuſal, however, nor 


"= RR 8 4 © * 


tite, he both eat and drank heartily, and having 
/* finiſhed his repaſt, pulled me on his knee and 
« faid,—-* By heaven, in ſpite of all your peeviſl 
* obſtinacy ; I like you above all the women in the 
« world, and if you will teave your hufþand and 
_ *« conſent to be my miſtreſs, I have the power as 
6 yell as inclination to ſupport you in a faſhion 

| | | | cc equal 


the table, I neither could nor would partake of 


the fight of my diſtraQtion, damped not his appe- 


EO oo oo OE LPT PEO LO TY oo EEC Yo Ines TIL INS; FI = 6 


a _ a ”- * —— 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 117 
« equal to that you live in with the man you are | 
« married to, be he of what rank ſoever.” = 6 
« replied, with all the reſolution 1 could muſter up, 
* that I defpiſed his offers as much as I hated him- 

« feif, and would receive no favours from him but 
« the means of returning to my dear injured huf- 

« band ;—on this he panſed, but ſtill held me faſt, 
© and looking earneſtly on my face, at laſt ſpoke 
© thus '' —— © Well then, fince it 1s fo, and we muſt 
« part, let us part at leaſt as lovers thould do, and 
« jt I never muſt hope to ſee you more, thould be 
« a fool not to make the moſt I can of the pre- 
« ſent opportunity ;”—* with theſe words he bore 
« me to the bed, and,—oh, Alexis! how ſhall I 
« repeat it !—triumphed a ſecond time over the fee- 

© ble refiſtance I then had firergth to make ;—he_ 
« afterwards uſed no arguments to win me to for- 
« giveneſs, but perceiving the day was near cloſed 
« in, faid to me, with a kind of ſncer,—*< Macam, 
« you ſhall be obeyed, —ſhal! go home to the huſband 
« you are ſo iond of ;” * and then rung the bell 
for the waiter to call a coach ; and when told _ 
* there was one at the door, tied a handkerchief 
* croſs my eyes, I ſuppoſe, to prevent my having 
* any knowledge of that ſcene of my undoing ;—hbe 
© led me down ftairs, put me into the coach, and 
* came in himſelf; but ſpoke little *till we ſtopped 


i | © xt a place which I think I have heard you fay 
+ a they call Covent Garden, there fct me down, and 

K * bid the coachman drive back to the place 

f * wacre we came from as fall as he could, I 
\r plucked the bandkerchiet off my eyes and threw 

» * it over my head, my cap and hat being loft in the 

* fruitleſs ſtruggles I had made ; there were 
F * ſeveral chairs, I fiepped into the neareſt to me, 
t * and Was brought home in the deplorable fituati- 

i * on you now ſee me. | 


Alexis, * Oh 'tis too much for man to bear 1—_ 
* Yet one thing more, Matilda,—deſcribe, as near 
o ' as pothible, the features and complexion of this 
* lnhuman raviſher,% 


Matilda. 


ves - FHE INVISIBLESPY:; 

Matilda. © Alas, the horror IT was in from the 
* firſt moment I found myſelf in the power of a 
« ſtranger hindered me from taking any great notice; 
© —alll can fay 1s, that he had cCark eyes,”a clear 
© and rudcy ſkin, and though his bekavicur rendet- 
©-(d him odious to me, with others [ believe he may 
s paſs for handſome.” | 

Alexis. * Yeurg, I ſuppoſe.” 

Matilda. * Abour five or ſix and (OEMYs as far 
« as[ can judge.” 

Alexis. * Had he the appearance of a man of 
* rank and fortune S 

Matilda. © Every thing | ſaw about him, which 
: ago belonged to hinifelf, beſpoke him tvch 


* —but doubly ciſguited, —Did you not. take notice 
of an Huntſrzon at the Maſquerade.” 
Aexis. * Yes, and remember he always kept 


« pretty near to us. — Was he the raviſher *? 

Matilda. * The ſame ;—he told me that he had 
* his eve upon me from the firſt moment | came 
< in, and when he few you left me, ran and pro- 
© cured a Domine as like to yours as he could get, 
* in hopes I might be, as alas 1 Foy was, dece 1y- 
« ed by that fatal habit.” 


Alexis. © "Tis well; — I may perhaps bunt 


« him. 


The eyes of Alevis NE” to flaſh Fre while he. 


uttercd thefe words ;—afrer which he flood muſing 
for fome time,—then ruining to his wife, who fill fat 

eeping in the ſame poſtwe ſhe had thrown herſelf 
mo at her entrance, ſpoke thus to her : 4 

Alexis. * Riſe, Miatilda, retire to your. chamber 
* and endeavour to compole yourſelf to reit,” 

Matilda. * What fo early ? 'tis not yet fix 
© o'clock. | 


Alexis. * No matter, — your condi'ion requires. 
< jt,—you have waked 00 long, — therefore pray 


C » 

g9. 

Matilda, * Will you come too ? 

Alexis. © Do not exp-& me,—1 have much to 
* think vpon and mult be aloue.” 


Aat DIR 
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Matilda. * Oh, Alexis !—tis as I feared, I am 
© now grown loathſome i In your fight,” 
Alexis. * No, no,—not fo; but there is a fer- + 
© wentation in my mind which muſt have time to_ 
© ſettle, — tO-MOITOW [ may be more at eaſe ;—1 
© piay 7ou then to give me liberty this night.” 

Matilda. Well, you ſhall Le cbeyed.” | 

With this the took a cancle ard withdrew ; - but. 

with a look and geſture ſo truly p'y woving, that if 

2 painter had been to. draw the piEture of Deſpair, 
he could not have copied from an original more - 
firiking. 

He then called for Mrs. bikers: told her his 
wife had been very much gated, and wos indiſ- 
poted, ſo begged ſhe would atlift her in any thing 
ſhe mizht happen to ſtand in need of, and alſo that, 
he would order a bed to be got 1eacy for him In 
:notber chan ber ;— ſhe replied, with a great many 
low courtefies, that ſhe would take care his com- 

minds thould be obey cd, and that ſhe theuld think. 

nothing 1n her | and t09 MUCA to lerye the good 
lady. 

She fd no more, but went out I the room, [| 
ſuppoſe, to do what he requeited of her ;—| was. 
about to fullow her, but ſecing Alexis put on his 
vis, which he had piucked off when he went to lie 
COW, tiought he was going cn fome.- EXPeGition 
Kyvd ca might be worth wy taking the pains to ex- 

pore ;—to this end 1 ſlipped down fans while he 
a aking up his fword and hat ,—got. out of the 
fe betore him,—diveſted myſelf of my Belt, — 
dcame viſible, and met him fome few paces diſtant. 

| told him I was returning to his locg! ings ac- 
Excing: to wv promiſe, and affected fome {urprite 
a_leetng hin abroad ;—he ſeemed pleated that he 
hn not mitſed me, _ repeated, in a few words, 
the inm of what I have been relating ; adding, that 
le now flattered himſelf with being able to trace out 
le perfon who had injured him, by the ceſcription 
latilda had given of him, and then entreated I would 
ls ſo. og as 10 accompany him in the fearch he. 
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| was about to make ;—to which requett I readily 
conſented. _ | - 

1 found his ſcheme was, to inquire among thoſe 
people who let out dreſſes for the Maſquerade, if 
| any account could be given of a gentleman who the 
night before had hired hrſt the habit of a Huntſman, 
and afterwards a blue Domine :—the thing, indeed, 
| ſeemed feaſible enough in itſelf, though it did not 

anſwer expeQation.—We went to ſeveral ſhops with- 
- out rece1ving the leaft information ; and all we could 
at laſt obtain was, that a gentleman, habited like x 
Huntſman, had come in a very great hurry for x 
blue Domine, which had not been returned ill 


© about half an hour before. our coming ;—but the 


name or quality of the perſon who hired it, the 
woman proteſted ſhe knew nothing of. 
__ - Alexis then demanded, ſomewhat haſtily, who it 
was had brought it back :—ſthe ſmiled both at this 
interrogatory and the manner in which it was made, 
_ and replied, that ſhe was talking to cuſtomers at that 
_ time in the ſhop ; but if ſhe had been lefs engaged 
the ſhould ſcarce have taken any notice ;—* For, 
© ſaid ſhe, provided we have our goods again, ard 
© are paid for the uſe of them, it is not cur bufineſs 
© to examine any farther” _ EY, 7 
Here ended the fruitleſs ſearch of Alexis ; =—he 
| had now no ſhadow of hope for diſcovering the 14- 
_ viſher, but in the advertiſement I had perſuaded him 
to get inſerted in the News Papers, and his defpair 
becoming ſo outrageous that it was with much dit 
ficulty I prevailed upon him to go home. | 
I went with him, fearing if he was left alone in 
the ſtreet he might be guilty of ſome extravagancy; 
—it was one of the molt fine froſty nights I had ever 


i feen, and while we were knocking at the door he 
| looked up towards the ſky, and, with a voice denot- 


ing the extremelt ' bitternels of hearr, burſt into this 
exclamation : - be: | 

Alexis, © How many thouſand twinkling ftars are 

s there, yet not one among thein all a friend to we 

< or poor undong Matilda ! | | 

| | I went 


ue 


ent 
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| went in with him to the chamber Mrs. Soberton 
had cauſed to be provided for him, nor would leave 
him 'till I had ſeen him in bed ;—after which ] gave 
William a caution not to go to ſleep, but keep near 
his maſter, and be attentive to all his motions, in 
order to prevent any fatal effe&t of the preſent diſ- 
tration of his mind. ” EE 
I ſhall not trouble the reader with any account of 
the anxiety I was in, at the condition in which I had 
left this worthy, though ill-fated pair ;—-1 ſhall only 
fy, It was ſuch as made me quit my bed very early 
the next morning, with a reſolution to exert my ut- 
moſt endeavours for the mitigation of their ſorrows, 
and, if poſſible, to reconcile Alexis to a misfortune 
which was without a remedy ; but, unluckily for | 
my deſign, a perſon came to ſpeak with me the mo- 
ment ] was going out ;—the buſineſs which had 
brought him very nearly concerned me, and fore 
papers which I was obliged to_look over detained 
me 'till almoſt twelve o'clock. | | | 
On my arrival at the place where I ſo much wiſhed 
to be, I found Alexis juſt come in before me :—he 
appeared with a countenance much more compoſed 
than the night before, but very penfive and melan- 
choly ; , preſently acquainted me, however, 
with the occaſion of his having been abroad :—it 
was this : | | | 4 
He told me he had paſſed the whole night jn con- 
llering how he ſhould 2Q in reiation t Matiida, and 
inding it a thing inconſiſtent with his honour to ſuffer 
her to remain 1n town after what had happened, he 
reſolved to. ſend her immediatcly into the country, 
and was juſt returned from hiing a poſt-chaiſe for 
that purpoſe ;—the reaſon he gave for his pioceed- 
ng in this manner was as follows: 
Alexis. * She cannot remain here and be ſhut 
' up, the muſt appear ſometimes ;—and who can tell 
* but that in ſome unlucky minute ſhe may be ſeen 
| by the very villain who has ruii ed her, and who, 
either through curioſity or the deſire of renewing 
' the gratification of his vicious flame, may diſcover 
Vor, II. (3 | ><" .0 woe 
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© whoſe wiſe the is, and wherever he ſees me, point 
* me to his lewd companions for the WEEE he has 
© mace me?” 

| had nothing to offer in oppoſition to what he 
ſaid on this ſcore ;* for, indeed, I thought it very 
proper that they ſhould both retire into the country ; 
—ſo replied, that T was glad | had called that morn- 
Ing, otherwite I ſhould not have had the opportunity 
ot withing them a good journey : :—to which he haſi- WM : 
tily rejoined, — I fhall not go.” * How! cried I, 


wy Sr & aw — Ld 


«* ſomewhat ſurprifed, do you ſend away Matila Ml | 

* and ſtay behind yourſelf Y—A deep ſigh was the 

___ firſt anſwer he gave ; but the teſtimony of his diſ- | 
_ content was prefently ſucceeded by theſe words: c 
Alexis, © Yes, my iriend,—ſhe muit go without. _ c 

* me ;—two days ago nothing was 10 precious to me q 

* as her preſence ;—l hved, indeed, but in her fight; | 

© wYyEry olance,—every look the gave ſhot pleature c 


Fl '* to my heart ;—but now, alas! thoſe happy mo- 
| * ments are for ever Red, and I can regard her as i 


| © no other than the ruined reliques of the woman h 
| * once ſo dear to me.” | t 
| It was in vain I repreſented to him, that as l h 
Fi Jdoubted not but he was perfectly convinced of the 1 
| purity of Matilda's mid, he ought not to love her C 
leſs for the violence her perſon had ſuſtained ;—he WM | 
lf owned the juſtneſs of my reaſons, but could not prevail c 
j on himſclf to be governed by them; and when 1 0 
1 urged the cruelty of ſending her fo long a Journey, tc 
without any companion to alleviate her forrows, he 
fir made me this reply : | | h 
{0 | Alexis. © She does not go alone,—her waiting- T 
j * maid, who ſoon after our arrival in town was n 
| c obliged to he removed on account of the ſmall- 0 
| * pox, is now quite recovered, and came home b 
| 2 Joſt night ;—— this girl has attended Matilda for 
| "© ſame years, and I know will be very careful of 
bh © her.” | 
4 _ While we were iGaarlins the chaiſe came to the 


door, on which Alexis called to have the luggage 
put 
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put in, and his wiſe to make herſelf reacy ;—I aſked 
him, if he thought It proper I ſhould take my leave 
of Matilda before her departure ;—he replied, that 
it was 4 ceremony which he bclieved the would 
gladly be diſpented with irom recelving, in her pre 
jent unhappy ſituation ;—but begged I would ſtay in 


the dining-room till he had OT SE this ns. 2e-. 


able affair: 


With theſe words kis went "out of the room, -vnd- 


! remained where 1 was.—In leſs than half a quarter 
of an hour, looking threugh the window, I ſaw the 
liſconſolate Matilda go out of the houſe, ſupported 
on one fide by Alexis, and on the other by her atten- 


cant I could not ſee her face, but her motions, 


and the difracted air wrh which ſhe threw herſelf 
into the chaiſe, were enough to. convince me of the 
extreme wretchedneſs of her condition. 


Alexts returned to mie in a ntuation little lefs pity- 


Movi ing, yet could not my heart altogether abiclve 


" for this laſt part of his behaviour towards Va- 


tilda ;—I1t was now, however, a time to apply rather 


balms than cor rrofives to his bleeding and deſpairing 


mind ; 1 therefore ſaid every thing in my power 
WE I thought might Pf Big conſolation to 


him ; but all my endeavours that way were unſuc- . 
cefful, and though 1 itaid with him the greateſt part. 
of the day, had the mortitication Tok leave him as I 


tound him. 


Oh! had the Jark wt nown beheld the Gd effects . 


his wild inordinate defircs produced, he ſurely could 
19t have ſuſtained the thock, but mult have revenged 


upon himſelf the miſchiefs he had brought upon two 


vortay perſons fo lately | vicited, fo truly loving and 
bcloved. 
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Conſifts of ſeme farther particulars relative to th: 
preceding adventure, which came to the Authir', 
knowledge after the departure of Matilda from 
London ; with tavo letters wrote by that unfar- 
tunate lady to her huſband in her exile, which it 
is hoped will not be an unawelcome preſent to the 
Public, eſpecially to thoſe who have hearts not ut- 
terly incapable of being affeted with the woes of 
others, | £ 


AM very much afraid that Alexis will ſtand but 
2K little juſtified, in the opinion of my fair readers, 
for his conduct towards Matilda ;—they will doubt- 
_ Tefs fay, that the love he pretended to have for her 
had taken but a ſhallow root in his heart, when it 
could be ſhaken by a nusfortune which the had no 
way contributed to bring upon herſelf. 
'They will, perhaps, alſo add, that after the had 
_ with ſo much ſimplicity, ſome may think tolly too, 
revealed to him the whole of what had befallen her, 
it was not only unkind, but highly ungenerous and 
cruel in him, to abandon her to deſpair at a time 
when ſhe had ſo much need of the tendereſt com- 
patſion and conſolation. XS | 
I muſt confeſs, indeed, that theſe accuſations 
have the ſtrongeſt appearance of reaſon on their 
tide; yet I muſt take upon me, notwithſtanding, 
to aver, that Alexis in this point was influenced by 
a principle which is among the things, which though 
we cannot prove to be ſo, yet we know in fat 
are ſo; and how much a paradox ſoever it may 
ſeem to ſome, Love, when in exceſs, may, on more 
occaſions than one, produce the ſame effect as 
Hate. SL} | | 
I know not whether there are many ladies would 
like to be loved in this n:anner ; for certain It 1s, 
that it was chiefly owing to the too refined delicacy 
of the paſſion: Alexis was poſleſſed of for MAI 
| |  thak 


that made them both fo greatly wretched ; ;—the 
| thoughts that another, though by force, had revelled 


in her charms, deprived thoſe charms of all their | 


reliſh, and ſickened every with. 


When we have been talking together on ht bed, | 


often have ] heard him, in the utmoſt HINerneſR of 
heart, expreſs himſelf in Am terms : 

Alexis. © I fall adore her mind ;—T know it all 
* eampoled of fweerneſs, innocence, and heavenly 
* truth ;z—bur, oh ! the blemith cait upon her perſon 
« cannot be wathed off but with the villain's blocd ; 
+ and unleſs fate allows me the means of doing ket 
© ard myſelf that juſtice, can never look upon her 
© but as the ghoit of my once dear wife.” 


Finding that to prevail on him to live with Matilda 


as a wife was a thing utterly impraQicable, at leaſt 


ll time had a little mellowed the aſperity of his 


reſentment, I forbore any farther ſpeech on that 
head, believing that if a change in Matiida's favour 
ſhould ever happen it muſt come wholiy of himſelf, 
and not by the arguments of another. 

[t will be eaſy for the reader to judge of how little 
eficacy the perſuaſions of any friend could be to 
move him, whea thoſe of the tender, the endearing, 
the fo lately adored Matilda proved in vain, which 
abundantly appear by the many letters ſhe tent to 
tim after her baniſhment, two only of which 1 got 
an opportunity of tranicribing, and here preſent them 
_ to the public as a ſpecimen of the ref. 


The frft was wrote immediately on his arrival at 


their country ſeat, and contained theſe lines : 
. To ALEX1S. 


9 My dear, gear TY | | 

. DS a ſufficient proof that grief is not ſo 
fatal as ſome people wouJd repreſent it, 

fiace I live to tell you I am fafely arrived at **#**#% z 

—yes,—T am returned to that once bliſsful ſcene 

of {oft delights, —of pure and virtuous love ;— 

but, on! that heaven is fled, a fad reverſe ſup- 


TS ow «+ plies 
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s place, and whereſoever I tuin my eyes, 
* horrors Taſtead of Joys rite to my diftra Red. vicw ! 


«© [| remember that when you turned me from you, 


your laſt words to me were, —be comforted, -Ma- 
mio. —xlas! you full well know, that without 
Alexis there is no comfort for Matiida ;—yorr 
preſence is the only balſam can aſſuage the tor- 
tures of my poor burning, bleeding, agonizing 


4 


heart ;—!f then, ingeed, you wiſh we lets the 


viretch Ion, let me not ger long mm a banith- 
ment mo1& cruel than death !—quit that ceteltcd 
town, —fiy to my relief, and at leaſt join with mc 
in bewatling what is paſt a remedy. 
© But, oh =] Pave too much cauſe to "RNs you 
_ totolly wihoiawn all your affection tro: 
Me, and am doubly miſerable in a confioulich 
cf b uy ng now tenocred unworthy to Teal it! — 


yet had: fickneſs, or any ot ahi accicen!, deprived. 


me of that 11:tie beauty paiure has beſtowed upon 
me, axd made me become lame, or blind, or 
crooked, I flatter myſelt you wouta have. loved 
me fi! Ul z—you would then have: pitied and cie- 


riſhed me in your boſom ;— nd- ſure the misfor- 


tune that has beiulien 116, WAS as {ar removed from 


my ſeeking. as any of thoſe 1 have mentioned 


could PC >ilibly Bo. 

« | will nor, however, anticipate the doom I ſo 
much dread,-—vill rot giver way to apprehenions 
GiftraRing to mylclf, and, 1 bope, injurious to 
you ;—J know you are generous and juſt, and 
will endeavour to afture mapkelf thoſe noble princi- 
ples, even without the aid of tenderneſs, will not 
permit you to hate vol io throw ine oft for ever, 


tor my perſon having ſullained a violence, to 


which am verſuaded you are convinced my mind 


was 18cap: able of conſenting :—l will believe that 


you feel all my woes, participate in my 2 nzulfh, 

and that miy pen ought rather to flow with words 
of con{olation than Leproacn. | 

bs $$ it it Is ordained that we muſt both te 

etch: cc], {zt us be wretched together ;—let us 

od mingle 


—— 
- 
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mingle our tears, and interchangeably echo back 


each others ſighs ;—let us indulge deſpair, 
recal the memory of thoſe bliſsful hours we once 
enjoyed, —compaie the preſent with the paſt, and 


* join m curſes on the baſe, the inhuman wuchor of 
our mutual woes ! 


« But whither does my *conkderate paſſion tead 


me !—does it hecome the love, the tenderneſs, 


the outy of 2 wile, to wiſh you ſhould partake 


my ruin !—no, fince T can no longer contribute. 
to your happineſs, rather forget, renounce, aban- 
con me for ever !—Yet, oh! 'tis hard ;—my brain 
crows wild on. the reflection :—I can proceed nO 


farther, —Pity mie, Ty mott dear, FA mot acorcd 


Alexis ! -Pty—ob. pity, 
the urcone, 


6 the ioft Ma FILD 


-46-P; 8; It theſe diſtraQting lines have any power 


to move your ſoul !—if any remains of ſoft com- 
paſiion towards me ſtill dwell witkin your breaſt, 
write to me by the firſt poſt !—fix, I beſcech you, wy 
uncertain fate !—oh that I ſhould live to ſtand in 


_ need of entreaties to hear from you !”. 


When Alexis ſhewed me the above, he ſeemed all 


diſſolved in a fleod of love and tenderneſs ; yet I 
believe the anſwer he fent to It was dictated in terms 
not altogether fo ſatisfeEtory to Matilda, as the preſent 
diſturbance of her wind required. 


Here follows the ſecond melancholy epiſile of that 


unfortunate lady. 


To ALExT1s: 


« My fie ever dear tho” much ankigd OOO Ig 
W I'T H what anxiety have I watched the ar- 
rival of the poſt !—how counted the te- 
dious minutes as they glided on ! — how trembled 
between hope and fear on every knock was given 
at the gate, while in expeCtaion ot a letter from 
G4 "; * woul] 
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ce 


[A 


you !—at laſt 1t came ;—but, oh! I am not more 
at caſe! - 


« Wherefore, Alexis, do you keep. me 1n this 
cruel ſuſpenſe !—I aſked no impoſiibilities of you,—- 


defired you not to love me fill, —1I only begged the 


| decifion of my fate ; and fure that Is not a requeſt 
- too znnch for me to make, or you.to grant! 


« My no uncles, all my kindred and acquain- 
tance, nay, Our very :rvas. ſtand amazed to ſee 
me here without you ;—they perceive wy altered 
looks, and with officious love Inquire into the 
cauſe :—all the anſwer I can make is, that the 


+ eir of London not agreeing with my conſtitution, 


L hur:1ed back before ſome buſineſs you had in 
town would permit you to return. | 
Theſe excuſes may paſs current for a time, but 


cannot do fo long :==[ conjure you therefore, by 


all you have to "hope, or fear, or with, not to 
expoſe yourſe]f and me to conjectures, which can- 
not be to the advantage of either of our charac- 
ters ;—pronounce my doom,—fſay that you will 
return, and live with me, in all appearance, as 
before ; or ſcruple not to let me know you have 
reſolved on an eiernal ſeparation, that ] may retire 
ar once to ſome Gauk corner of the. world, and 

fot myſelf up from pity and contempt. no 
+ ] know this ought to have been thought upon 


' bejvre you obliced ine to remove from Loncon ; 


but both of us were in too much confuſion at the 
tine of parting, to give our cooler reaſon any room | 
to operate ;—we have ſince, however, had leiſure 
to refle&t on what was proper to be done in our 
unhappy circumſtances ; and I flatter myſelt you 
viil not think me too preſuming in being the fill. 


to menti1on 1t, 


Oh, Alexis! imagine not that when | urge you 
to this ecclairciſſement, that I am ſo vain as to. 
ſooth my fond heart with a belief that ſince the 
circadful accident has happened to me, you ever 
can love me as you have done ;—no, | rather 


' expect my ſentence will be that of an everlaſting 


6 baniſhment z ; 


woe Www PS Lt, 


« 
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ec baniſhment ;—perhaps it 1s already ſigned within 
© your breaſt, and the compaſſion you have for me 


alone delays the execution. 
_ « If this thould be the caſe, —throw aſi de lay - 
« cruel mercy which conceals it from me, I befeech. 


Ca 


La 


« you ;—grief and deſpair have given me fortitude - 


= 
- 


to bear the worſt of ills, and ſure there can be 
none half ſo dreadful to me as ſeeing you no 


-— 
- 


« more ;—ſo much the better for my eternal peace, _ 


a$ it will the ſooner rid me of the burthen of a 
hated life ;—but 1 will trouble you no more than 
to renew my Petition of knowing in your next 


- - - 
- - _ 


0 letter what | it is you have in effe& decreed for 


«6 The innocently criminal 
MaTiLDa. 


« P. S. Your old acquaintance and fellow-colle- 


.« gan, Mr. L-——, has juſt now ſent to enquire 


«© when you are expeRted down ;—he defigns, It 
« ſeems, to ſet up at the next General EleQion for 
*« the Borough of ##*#****, and greatly depends 
« on the intereſt he knows you have in that place, 
« —I ſuppoſe you will ſhortly receive a letter from 
« himſelf on that occaſion ;—oh may the calls of 
« friend{hip give weight to thoſe I have mentioned, 


..4 and influence you to return.” 


y | happened to be with Alexis at the time of "5 
receiving this ;—he firſt read it to himſelf, —then 


communicated it to me, and when he had tiniihee | 
ied out with an extraordinary emotion, 


Alexis. * Poor Matilda! unhappy charming 
© woman | —with what enchanting eloquence docs. 


© the plead againſt kerfeif 1—how. tweetly labour to 


' oppoſe what ſhe moſt wiſhes to obtain.” 
As I found the ftrongeit reaſon in the arguments 
urged in Matilda's letter, I muſt confeſs that I was 
at a loſs to comprehend what he meant by ſpeaking 
in this manner, therefore deſired he would explain 


mkelf, which ue Immeditely did 1 in theſe terms : 
G I Ate x15 
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Alexis. © O, friend, the more I diſcover of her 
merit, the leſs I am able to forget the violation of 
her honour ;— I muſt ceaſe to love her as I do,-- 
mu't bing "myſelf to look upon her with the fame 
indifference that molt huſbands do upon their wives, 
| before I can ſupport, with any tolerable degree of 
patie ice, the thoughts that another has poflcfed 
os | PO 

Thus &1d he always talk whenever we were alone. 

together, and any mention of his wite came upon the 
carpet, as it felklom failed to do on ſome occafion or 
other Few: had Mati!da known his ſentiments, 1 he- 
tieve 1t would be a moot point whether ſhe would 
not rather have choſe a ſeparation than to hye with 
tim, after he had reduced rs to ſuch a tate of 
iofenfivility. | p 

He now, indeed, began to vive oreat indications 
that he had nothing more at heart than to joſe all 
reinembrance, not only of the injury done to Ma- 
tilda, but of herſelf alfo ;— by very ſwift degrees 
he became the reverſe of what he was, before his 
_ going to that faral maſquerade ;— the pleaſures of 
the bottle, and the converſation of the looſer part 
of woman-kind, civide too much of his time be- 
tween them, abd he ſeeks in riots and debaucherics 
his relief from melancholy. 

i am told however, that he is at preſent Pprepar- 
ing to fer out for *X*#X*** , but what fatisfaction 
can the virtuous Matilda receive from his return _ 
thus transformed, — thus debaled in morals and be- | 
haviour, from the man ſhe had fo dearly loved, and 
who was once fo worthy her eſteem ? 

How fad a reverſe has a few weeks made in the 
condition of this lately happy pair !— ſurely the 
wretch, for fo I muſt call him, be he of what degree? 
or rank ſoever, who for the fake of gratifying the. 
fleeting pleaſure of a moment has brought this rum 
on them, ought never to be forgiven 1n this world, 
whatever a {incere contrition, To he 1s capable ot It 
may entitle him to in the next. 


p P 
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CHAP. -Iv,. 
The auther having found Something mm his rambles, 


which he Juppojes may be of ſome "walue ro-the right 
owner, to fhew his readineſs to reſtore it, conde- 


| ſcends to take upon himſelf the office of a Tuner i- 


er ;,— but waves the ceremony * the great O-Yes 


{re times repeated, 


APPENING one morning to. wake more early 


than ordinary, I quitted my bed, and the 


weather being fine, and my humour more inclined 
to ſeriouſneſs than gaiety, ] took a little promenade, 
not with the leaſt dehgn or expeCtation of making 


any diſcovery of other people's atiairs, but merely 


to think of my own with more liberty than I could. 


do at home.— —— I met no living creature in my 
way, except ſome few birds that perched upon the 


_ twigs cf the yet leaflels trees, and in melodious notes 


chanted forth praiſes to the approaching ſpring ;— 


theſe rather indulging than confounding meditation, 
| paiſed flowly on by the hide of the Serpentine-river, 
where, as I was buried in refleEtion on things which | 


the reader has no. buſineſs to be. acquainted with, 
- my eyes Were attracted with the ſight of a white fat- 
tin pocket lying juſt before me,— | ſuppoie it might 


have been dropped from ſome lady's fide the night 
defore; for on my taking it up 1 tound it extremely. 


damp with the dew, which always falls In ab:ence of 
the fun. | 

| looked upon this as a lawful prize, and chat I 
had a right to keep it ; at leaſt till 1 could find fome- 
| body that had a better title ; ;— I theretore tied it up 


in my handkerchief, . and after having ftintined my. 


| walk took it home with me, where my 1mpattence 
dd not ſuffer me to continue long witnout examiming 
what 1t contained ;— T hall give a faithful inventory 

of all the particulars, relerving only one in petto, 


in order to preveiit being impoted upon by any fic-. 


titio us claimant, 


Money 


* 
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Money being the chief idol of mankind, I ſhall 
give that the preference, and begin with the purſe, 
which had in it five gold ducats, a leaden French 
ihilling, a bent half-crown, and a medal of the Duke 
of Cumberland in copper, very curious, but hy 
ſome accident had been cracked, and the impreflion 
_ 1n ſeveral parts pretty much eraſed. CE ED 
_ _ Having looked over theſe pieces, I put them 
| carefully back into the purſe whence I had taken 
them, and then proceeded to a farther fcrutiny. 

'The next thing that preſented itfelf was a ve 
fmall pocket-book, which I alſo forbear to deſcribe, 
25 well as to make any mention of the ſeveral me- 
morandums it contained, to any perſon in the world 
| but to the lady who wrote and ſhall come to demand 
them... -_ - = y be | 
There was alfo a cryſtal fmelling-bottle half 
full of Sal Armoniac, a tortoiſe-ſhell ſnuff-box rim- 
med with gold, and a naked Venus painted on the 
intide. | Coed pag Pe Le any 
But the moſt valuable part of this cargo, at leaſt 
according to my opinion, was ſome papers,— not 
bank-bills,— but letters and other writings more de- 
ſerving the attention of the public, and which I ſhall 
make no ſcruple to inſert, as they gradually fell under 
my .inſpeCtion; eſpecially as all of them having 
been ſent under covers, which were not in the pac- 
ket, the name of the lady to whom they wete d- 
' rTeRted can only be gueſled at 


"LETTER L 


_«@ Maran, | | AS On - 
« F NOW fend you the catalogue you have ſo 
ot j often requeſted of me ; but entreat you will be 
« ſo good as not to let any one foul in the world 
* know you had it from him, who has the honour. 
E-2t0-be,--- | | 


66 'With the oreateſt reſpe©t, 
4 Mabam, 
«« Your moſt humble, 


« A:d moſt devoted ſervant.” | 
= 'The 


2” 


to 


| The name ſubſcribed to this had been torn off, 


| the real C—— of C 
| Pane - — By the E - _ of 
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either by deſign or accident ; but the paper which 
accompanied it was perfeft and entire : _ here fol- 
lows a faithful tranſcript. | 


A Crpihocyn of fome wery fears and curious 
pieces, in proſe and werſe, all 2wrote by ſome of the _ 


| my emment hands. 


IHE Art of Pleafi nz in Converſation. An 
heroic Poem.— By "the E— of C 7 
b; 'An Effay on Power. Wrote originally in High 


© Dutch, and now tranſlated by a perſon of diſtintion 
into Engliſh.— — Bound 1 in red Ly urkey, finely gilt and 


lettered. | 
3. The Virtues of Carmine, with a Recipe how 


to prepare it with ſucceſs, — probatum eflt.— By the 


C—— of C _ Gilt back and lettered. 

4. Patient Grizell. A Poem in fix Cantos.— By 
. Boundin Calf, very plain. 
s. The Politician defeated. A Novel: In three 
| Stirched in blue 


Paper. _ 

6. The pings. A Traghcomic F arce of one 

AQt.— By L—- R——. 
7. Cookery improved, after the Epicurean flyle 


— By a Club of Gentlemen. In ſheets. 


8. The Chafte Maid; or, A new Way to amuſe 
the Town.— A Comedy of three As, each ſufi- 
ctent for a Winter Night's Entertainment, — By the 
tacetious H—F , Eſq; | 

9. Rules tg chooſe a Wife ; ſhewing the Abſur- 
dity of all thoſe generally obſerved. —By Sir J— 
C In Boards. 

10. A philoſophical Definition of Card Craft,— . 


upwards of forty Years compiling. — By the very 


learned and moſt ingenious Proteſlor Mr. H- 
Stitched in gilt Paper. 


11. Frugality. A Poem. In nine Camton— By : 
the C- of B Bound j in Vellum. 
I2, A 


-C.. 
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. 12. A Colletion of Jeſts and merry Phraſes, tg 
keep young Pupils Heads from aching with mere 
Hborious Studies.— By a Tutor in the modiſh Sci 
ences. Finely bound in biue Turkey, gilt back and 
lettered. -/ | | | 
13. Try before you buy. A Poem after the 
manner of Hudibras. — By the E= of R-——_ 
In Boards. on, EE Os 
. 14. "The Charms of Novelty. A Pindaric Eſſay. 
— By Mits C————. In Sheets. - : 
15. The Pleaſures of Matrimony; or, who 
would not be a Huſband. A PFarce.— By L— 
_V—. Stitched, and very -much ſullied with often 
: reading.” * - Oe | CS 
16. A differtation on Flies Eggs.—By the Pref. 
dent of a learned Society. In Boards. 
' 175. Laugh and he down. A Ballad Opera of 
_ three ats.—By L-P——. Stitched in blue Paper, 
18, An Effay to prove that true Honour is al- 
ways concomitant with good ſenſe.— By the E—of 
O-——. Bound in plain blue Turkey, _ | 
 - 19. Conjugal Love. A Paſtoral, of one conti- 
nued Scene.— By the E— of N——-—, Printed on 
a new Eizivir letter, and neatly bound without 
tawdrinefs or afteCtation. _ Co Oe EY 
20, The Pariot. A ſecret Hiftory,— By G— 
D—— Etq; Bound in clouded Calf. | 
21. The Double Dealer; or, 'The Weſtminſter 
Diſappointment. A farce of two Atts. — By vi 
G—— V . Stitched in Cap Paper. | 
- 22. An Eulogy on Apoftacy.— By L- G—. 
Bound in Calf and gilt back. = 2 
23. Love in a Bottle. A Poem, in three Cantos. 
— Bythe E-of M-—— . otitched in blue Paper. 
24 Redivivus; or, Old Age and Gallantry re- 
conci'ed. A humorous Farce of one Act.— By tie 
E— of H-—— . Dutched. - | = 
25. An Exhortation to Hoſpitality to Foreigr- 
ers, eycn tao” it thould happen 1o be deltructive to 


the Liberties of the Natives — By L— T 


as 
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23 he delivered it at the Hay-market. Bound in the 


French Taſte. | | 
26, Criticiſms on the Pla ay of — Rule a Wife and 


Have a Wife, — By L— P-— In Boards. | 

27. The Fox weary of Gooſe- hunting. AFa-_ 
ble. — By the D— ot D —, Bound in Parch- 
ment. | 


28. The Lover's Catechiſm. A new Ballad, — 
By the celebrated Miſs A 
29. An infallible remedy " Curing the Scotch 
lich without Bleeding. —By the D— of 5 SE IEDY 
30. The Beautles of domeſtic Life, illufirated 


with Examples. A Paſtoral Eclogue. — By the 


D— of B--- Neatly bound. 


31. Love levels all; or, A lucky Trip to Bath. 
An Epic Poem without any Epiſodes. By C 


 Pon————— Printed on a--balf worn Out Irter but 


very richly Pubs 


12. InftruQtions for a Supplement to Arthur Col- 
ing 5s Peerage of England. — By LL 
Stitched in Marble Paper. 


33. Verſes in praiſe of Breeding, — By Vits 


Vw 
34 True. Magnificence. An Heroic Poem.— 
By the D—= of M———— . Finely bound. 
35. Love in a Coach. A true Secret Hiſtory,— 
By C———.V ————. Sctitched. 


36. Second Thoughts beſt. A Philoſophical Trea- 
tile, dedicated to a Brother of the Horn. — BY Mir. 
WW . Bound 1n Sheep ſkin 


37. The Triumvirate of Converts ;— being a ſe- 
cs of Epifiles on moral and religious Subjeets, | 


vhich paſſed between L —T 
G ——, and Mrs. C. In Boards. 


$. 


33. The —_ A Satire. Infſcribed to "Pk 


| , by a well-wither to her Ly 
iLip, 


30. A Scheme intended: to be offered to Parlia- 


ment for ereCting Stock-jobbers into a Corporation, 


ard having a Halli of their own to tranfa&t Butinels 
'n, without going to Exchange- -alley— By Mr. P—. 


. 40. A 
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40. A Letter ſent with a Side of Veniſon to th» 


celebrated Mrs ]-—D—, in the Piazza, Co- 


_ vent-garden,— By L— T 0; 

41. A ſhort Treatiſe concerning public and pri- 
vate Charities, proving to a Demonſtration, that ths 
\ former are of much more Emolument to the Giyer 
than the latter. — By L— E-— ] Cu- 
rioully bound, with a Regiſter. fe; | 

42. The Humiliation. A Poem. Addreſſed to 
the Inexorables.— By L— G—— S ; 
' Stitched.: --: - | | | 
43. A Prophecy that Votes for Members of Parlia- 
ment will fall to no Price at the next Weſtminſer 
Ele&ion.— By Sir W — Y —- 


_ Having folded and replaced this Paper in the 


pocket whence I had taken it, I proceeded to the 
_ Others. | | 


LETTER I: 


« MaDam, C0 $ 

T* muſt be confeſſed, that you are endowed with 
a courage and reſolution ſuperior to what moſt 

of your ſex can boaſt of; but you muſt give me 

leave to ſay, at the fame time, that 1n theſe af- 

fairs we men run much the greateſt hazards; in 


ſacrifice to the reſentment of an injured huſband, 
and our fortunes ſure to be ruined by way of re- 
* paration of his diſgrace, — whereas the worſt you 
| have to fear is a divorce :— the laws are favoura- 
ble to wives,— the portion you brought with you 
is either returned, or an annuity equivalent ;— and 


cedure, it is well atoned for by your being freed 
from the loathſome careſſes of the man you hate, 
and at full liberty to purſue your inclinations with 
him you love.— Be afſured, dear madam, I would 
yenture much for the continuance of the bleſſing 
you permit me to enjoy ; but I find the inter- 


courſe between us begins to be ſulpe&ed, and you 
Io -- "6" mylt 


caſe of diſcovery, our perſons are liable to fall x 


* as for the little ſhame you ſuftain by ſuch a pro- 


" Us NÞ_| woe =  Ww 


= ot 
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© muſt therefore pardon me that I yield to neceſ-_ 
« ſity, and refrain any farther meetings with you, 
« at leaſt for the preſent: — I was yeſterday at 
« court, and heard ſome whiſpers that your jealous 
© coxcomb will ſoon be ſent abroad ;—if ſuch a 
« thing ſhould happen, as I have fome pretty 
«« good reaſons to believe it will, I ſhall return wi: 
«« couble tranſport to your embraces, till then piu- 
** dence obliges me to deny myſelf that happineſs ; 
«* but at how great a diſtance ſoever I keep my per- 
« fon, I beg you will do me the juſtice to believe 
'« my heart 1s always with you, and that I can never 

« coale 6. d6: RT | 

« With the greateſt ſincerity, 
| « Dear Mapan, 7 

« Your moſt obliged, 
_* And moſt faithfuily 
{© Devoted ſervant, 
TY, 7,” PRILETES: 


*« P.S. I would not have you harbour ary un- 
« juſt ſuſpicions, either of me or your fair friend, 
* for upon my ſoul I never had the Jeaſt deſign upon 
'* her in the way you mean; and you will find, 
* whenever It is convenient for me to renew my Cde- 
* volrs to you, that I like no woman better than 
© yourſelf, — Once more I bid you unwillingly 


©* aGdieu. | 


LETTER 1. 


© Dear Cr-ature, | EL 
, deck Damon and my Strephon, as we call 
* 4 them, are both with me; — they have 
* found out the moſt charming place that ever was 
* for us to ſcamper to, whenever we can delude the 
eyes of our impertinent Jailcrs ; — if you can find 
any excuſe to get looſe from yours, the rendez- 
** vous agreed upon Is the banks of the Serpentine- 
* river, jult after ſun-ſet, whence we are to follow 


* @ur leaders where they ſhall pleaſe to condutt vs. 
| | | « Lady 
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[.ady Fillup has a rout to-night — you may tell 


your tyrant you are going there ; but why thoui, 


I put pretences into « head fo much inore fertit 
than my own ?— Fail not to come, however, if 
1t be not a thing utterly impoſſible for human wit 
to accompliſh ; but let us Laoe your reſolution by 
the bearer. | | | : 
« T am, 
« With the moſt oerfed amity, 

| «« My Dear, 
« Your very obedient, 
«+ Kumble ſervant, 
| 0 « Corinna 


1 


:46."P-S, wi hile I was writing the ahove, Damon, 


*5 


to thew either his love, or wir, or both, took up 


a pen and employed 1t 1n the encloſed. 


« To my Soul $ Treaſure, | 


LY, charmer, "TS leave home- bred care: 
[{ * 02: behind; ©: + 

With thoughts of coming Joys fill all your mind; 

Let ſmiling pleaſure wantoa o'er your face, 

And kindling tranſports brighten ev'ry grace; | 

Each vein of mine beats high with love's alarms, 


_ Hake then, and lull me gently 1 in your : arms. 


« I know I am a bad poet, but you will find me. 


«c 


Log 


«v6 


a beiter lover, and that your charms are capale 
of inſpiring me with more fire than ail the lacies 
of Parnaſſus put together, | 
::<« Fam; 
« With truth and tenderneſs, 
+« My lovely dear, 
« Your moſt paiſionate, 
* And faithful adorcr, ee 
| «© Damos. 


The letter of Philetes, and that of Corinna and 


Damon, being dated on the ſame day, diſcovered t0 


me that the lady who received them was not. quite 


jnconfolabl 
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inconſolable for the loſs of one lover, as ſhe had ano- _ 
ther in ſtore z and alſo that the failed not to comply | 

with the invitation of Damon, and that ſhe had drop- 
ped her pocket at the rendezyous appointed by Co- 
11004. Nr Dore . 

I make no queſtion but that the inquiſitive reader 
would be glad to know the -name ard rank of this fo 
much aumticd lady ;; but as I can do no more, at 
moſt, than gueſs at either, I thould be loth to im- 
poſe my bare and uncertain conjectures upon the. 
public, for fear of a mitiake, and bcing puilty of the 

_ wortt of wrongs, thar of prejudicing the character of 
an 1mnocent perſon. | with eyery one would: pay 
£5. much regard as mylieif to what Shakeſpear fays 
08 this OCccalion : 


© Good name, in man or woman, _ 
« Is the Immediate jewel of cur ſouls: | 
Who ſteals my. purſe, ſteals traſh : *ris ſometliing, 
* nothing -; | $ er 
* 'Twas mine, *tis lis, and has been ſlave to thou- 
;* 4 Jands ; ie or on ore Oran os | 
-* But he that filches from me my good name, 
, '* Robs me of that which not enriches kim, 
* Ard makes me poor indeed.” = 
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Could I have formed even the moſt 6iflant ſuppo- 
ſton to what place Strephon and Damon had con- 
wced their ladies, I doubt not but my curioſity 


* would haye. cairied me thither, where my inquiries | 
le might perhaps have gained me the fatisfaction of 


ies knowing how much of the night theſe inamoratos 
had pafled together, and in what manner they had 
been entertained ; but no mention being made of any 
thing farther than the place where they were to meet, 
in Corinna's letter, I was obliged to content myſelf 
with what diſcoveries I had made, and ſo muſt the 
| teader alſo.- - ey | po 
N,  T cannot conclude this chapter without an obſer- _ 
vation which has conſtantly occurred to me whenever 
«ny thing fell in my way of the kind I have been 
Lag itlating,— which 1s this ;— as the wite has the honour 
abie | | SES ot 
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of her huſband in keeping, it ſeems to me a moſt 
_ ungenerons and cruel addition to the crime of wrong. 
ing his bed, when by public indiſcretions ſhe 
expoſes him to that contempt and ridicule which 
the world, though without the Jeaſt ſhadow of rea- 
fon or juſtice, is always ſure to caft upon the hu. 

| band of a tranſgreiſing wife. as 
TI know very well that people are apt to fay,— 


that when a woman abandons herſelf to vice, the 


preſently becomes utterly incapable of payirg any 
_ Tegard ro her own reputation, much leſs to that of 
| her huſband ;—and that jt appears a much greater 
matter of ſurpriſe when they fee women, as it mull 
be confeſſed many ſuch there are, who, without 
being criminal in fat, behave in ſuch a manner as 
to draw on themſelves the ſevereſt cenſures. 

— Though I muft allow that this too frequent!y 
happens, yet I cannot agree in opinion with thoſe 
who ſeem to wonder it ſhould be fo, and look upon 
' It as a kind of inconſiſtency in nature ;—— | rather 
 Imayine, that guilt is more likely to infpire circum- 
 ſpeQtion ;—a woman who knows herſelf culpable, 
1] ſhould expect to be very careful not to do any 
_ thing in public, that might cauſe ſuſpicion of her 
| being leſs reſerved in private ; whcreas a conſcioul- 
-neſs of innocence, eſpecially in a thoughtleſs diſpo- 
fition, may eaſily render a woman unguarged, and 
leſs obſervant of thofe decorums, which, tho* not 
efſential to virtue, are doubtleſs neceſſary to reputation, 


ZEHAP.V.-: 


Turns chiefly upon the ſubje of Education, and contains 
ſome things which the Author is apprehenſive will 
not be very agreeable to the Female part of his rea- 
ders, whether of the elderly or the more youthful claſs, 

_ yet may ferwe as a uſeful admonition to both. 


FT HE good or the ill fortune of our whole lives, 
- chiefly depends on the firſt bent given to out 
minds in yourh ;—impreflions made in our early 
Cn | yea's 
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rears take a deep root within us, grow up with us 
to maturity, become part of ourſelves, ſo that they 


| may properly be called a ſecond nature, and are ſel- 


dom, it ever, totally eradicated.— According to one 
of our Englith poets, 7 OMe M Orr l 


« Children, like tender ofiers, take the bow, | 
« And as they firſt are faſhioned itill will grow.” 


For this reaſon it 1s that parents, unleſs they are 
rery remiſs indeed, take fo much pride in the educa- 
tion of their children, beftowing on them every ac-_ 
compliſhment befitting of their rank and circumitan- 
ces, and oftentimes more than will well agree with 
either ;—vet all this will not do,—there are ſome 
previous ſteps to be taken, without which all the 
;mprovements we can make, from the Jeffons of the 
moſt able maſters, w1ll never render us worthy the 
eſteem of others, or truly happy m ourſelves, for 
any length of time. | Do I 

Pride, and an impatience of control, are the firſt 
propenhities difcoverable in human nature ;—if theſe _ 
are humoured and indulged in their beginnings, 
which is indeed in our moſt early years, they will 
ſoon become too headfirong and too turbulent, to 
be afterwards reſtrained and ſubjeQted to the go- 
vernment of reaſon, by any methods whatever that 
can be taken for that purpoſe ;—their firft indicati- 
ons ſhould therefore be carefully watched, and check= 
id in every inſtance. T. Wn ” 

T ſmile to think what objeftions are commonly 
made, by ſome over-fond parents, to ſuch a man- 
rer of proceeding ;—if ] am not miſtaken theſe two 
ae the principal ; that to curb children too much 
1s apt to break their ſpirits; and that the world be- 
ing fo full of diſappointments, that few people eſ- 
cape them when they come to maturity, it is pity 
the poor things ſhould know ſorrow before their 
me ;—to Loth which I take the liberty to make 
lis reply : | 5 
Firſt, 
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 Firſf,—As to what they call the breaking of the 
ſpirit, —that due decorum I would recon:mend, 
takes no more of the fſpuit from the young matter 
or miſs, than what 1s necefſa:y to keep them from 
running into thoſe follies and exceſſes which, how 
excuſable fſoever in childhood, render them con- 
temptible in riper years z——as the ſkilful gardener lops 
from his tender plant thoſe ſuperfluous branches, 
which, if ſuffered to continue, would hinder it om 
growing fo perfection _ IE ph 

Then as to the fecond,-- Every one knows the 


forrows their little hearts are capable of feeling make 


no laſting inmpreiion on them,—they will cry one 
moment - and laugh the next ;—the contradiction 
they meet with, will ouly make them ſenſible thar 
they neither can, nor ought to expe they are to. 
have their will in all things ; and the trifiing diſap- 
pointments given them, wil: enable them to ſuſtain 
with fortitude thoſe of more confequence, which 
_ may hereafter pollibly befal them. | 


A Boy is lets liable to the danger of being ſpoiled 


by too much ingulgence than a Girl ; becauſe he is 
no ſooner taken from the nurſery than he 1s eiiher 
put apprentice to ſoine trade or callinz ; or, if of 2 
ſuperior rank, under the inſpection of a grave and 


auſtere tutor ;—that is, when the tender mamiwa 


does not interfere, and give orders that no intenſe 
ſtudies be impoſed upon him, for fear of making 
his head ach ;—but this feldom happens, —her but. 


band, if ſhe hes. one alive. will not endure his fon 


thall be bied a dunce to pleaſe his wife, —wlereas he 
meddles not with the education of his daughters, but 
leaves them to the direction of their mother. _ 

The good lady, no doubt, is extremely ambitious 
that her daughter ſhall be one of the moſt accom- 
plithed young creatures in town ;—to this end the 
beſt maſters in their ſeveral ſciences are employed to 
teach her Muſic, Dancing and French ;—if ike 13 
well verſed in theſe, -knows how to dreſs in the 
moſt becoming manner, and to give a gentecl turn 

| | | tO 


t0 an invitation on a card, ſhe 1s looked upon as 
complete in every necefſary qualification :—for as 
to any underſtanding in cookery, paſtry, or needle- 


work, they are confidered as vulgar things, and be-. 


low the delicacy of a fne bred lady. 


[| have the honour to be pretty nearly related, by 
warriage, to lady Plyant, her late huſband being 


wy fiſt couſin ;—decency obliges me to. viſit the 
widow ſometimes ;—ſhe 1s a very aftable good na- 
tared woman, and has, indecd, a _ thare of 
underſtanding, than her too great compliance with 
the cultoms of the age will s pe her to make 
thew of. | 


She keeps a prodigious deal of company, for 


which reaſon T lee her much leſs frequently than 


atherwite T ſhould Go ; but happening to paſs by 
her houſe one day, when no coach nor chair was 
n waiting there, 1 ventured to knock at the door, 


| ard was glad to be told ſhe vas alone ;—1 had 


10t, however, been with her above ten minutes before 


two. or three loud raps proclaimed the approach of 


ſome new gneft, and preſen: ly aiter a grave elderly 
lacy was Introduced. 


Lady Plyant received her with muck politeneſs 


and a great jhew of friendſhip, and after the firft 


alutations were over, and we had rcſeated ourſelves, 
fad to her, | x 


Lady Plant. * Dear Mrs. Loyter, I have not 


[© ſeen you this age, and have been quite unhappy 


in the want of you. 

Mrs. Loyter. * Dear lady Plyant, the loſs is 
' wholly mine ;—but I have been ſo embarraſſed ; 

* —my poor girl has been extremely indifpoſed,” _ 
Lady Plant. * Bleſs me !—Mils not well, and 
i Thear nothing of it !—Baut [ hope the is better ? 
Wrs. Loyter. © PerfeQtly recovered, madam ;—the 
' will have the honour of wai:ing on your lady ſhi 

( this evening z ſhe is gone to make about half a 


dozen vilits ; but prayed heartily to find nobo-_ 


' dy at home, that the might tollow me here 
| the ſooner,” 


Lady 
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| Lady Plyant, * How perfeQly kind that was;— 
well, ſhe is a charming creature ;—you are the 
happieſt woman in the world in having ſuch + 
daughter :—1I proteſt among all my acquaintance [| 
do not know any young lady that comes up to her; 
—there is ſomething ſo ſweet, —ſo engaging, in 
every thing ſhe does.” | | 
_ Mrs, Loyter. * She 1s infinitely obliged to your 
_ ladyſhip —indeed I have taken a great deal of pains 
with her; for as I have nothing to do with ny 
ſons, they being all under their father's management, 
and I have no other daughter, I ſhould never have 
forgiven myſelf if I had not uſed my utmoſt en- 
deavours to form her mind, ſo as to make her as 
agreeable as poſſible to her acquaintance ; and, [ 
thank Heaven, } have been pretty ſucceſsful in it,” 
Lady Plyant. \ Oh, madam, the world muſt allow 
© you have, —Nliſs is the darling of every body that 
© knows her.” | $f NE | 
Mrs. Loyter. * The girl has a great deal of good 
© nature, madam, and does not want a genius and 
* capacity to mingle in converſation, on almoſt any 
© ſubje&t becoming a young lady to be acquainted 
o : | | 


" 3% 5 MY a Wo 


PU oo oa 1 


« with,” 
| ] had been upon the wing to take my flight almoſt 
from the moment Mrs. Loyter came in ; but what 
was faid in relation to her daughter determined me 
to ſtay *till miſs ſhould arrive, in order to be convinced 
how far her perſon and behaviour correſponded with 
the high charaQter had been given of her. 
1 waited, though not without ſome impatienc:, 
*till abundance more had paſſed between theſe two 
| ladies on the ſame ſubje&, and on ſeveral other no 


 lefs trifling, which as 1 cannot think the reader will 


be better pleaſed with than I was myſelf, I ſhall for- 
bear to 7 ey 5 WNT NY 

At length Miſs Loyter appeared, and I ftretched 
my eye-lids to their full extent, to take in all the 
| Charms I had heard ſhe was poſſeſſed of ;—the gil, 
indeed, was well enough ; but I could diſcover no- 
thing extraordinary about her ; nor did her eyes 0r 

| | al 


ir], 


al 
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air give any indications of that ſparkling wit her 


mother ſeemed to boaſt of; but as I thought it un- 


fair to. give a verdict on mere appearances, I ſuſpended. 
my judgment on her anon, D tiil I had more 


ſubſtantial proofs. 

The diſcourſe at firſt was only on where ſhe had 
been—what ſhe had ſeen, —and how ſuch and ſuch 
a lady was dreſſed ;—I ſound Miſs talked very learn- 
edly on this ſubje&, and therefore was not without 
hope of hearing fomerhing from her equally lively 
on others of more importance ; but none being ſtarted, 


I was compelled to liiten to the ſeveral antmadver-_ 
ſions made by theſe three ladies on caps and flounces, 


to my very great mortification, as any one who reads 


this work may eafily ſuppoſe, by what 1t diſcovers 
of my humour. 


At laſt Miſs happening to ſay that ſhe had met 
Mrs. O —— 1n one of the viſits ſhe had been 


making, I preſently catched up the word and faid to 
her, — Then, madam, I doubt not but ſome con- 


* yerfation paſſed which you will do us a favour 
* to repeat, as the lady you mention is perfe&tly 


* acquainted with ps aitajrs, and reaſons upon 
© them very Juſtly. To which ſhe made this 


anſwer : 
: Me iſs Loyter. * So they fag, fir ; but ſhe was juſt 


oing out when I came in; I was heartily glad of : 


*1t; for I hate to hear a deal of ſuit about things 
« that I know nothing of.” 

As I had a good ſhare in the enſuing part of this 
converſation, I thall, to avoid confuſion, repeat my 
own words as 1f ſpoke by another perſon _ 

Author, © Then, madam, you have no relih for 

* politics 2 

Miſs Loayter. © No truly, fir —What buſineſs haye 
* I with the tranſactions of kings, and princes, and 

* parliaments ?—It makes me fick to hear fo much 

£ of wars, and treaties. and conventions, and (QXES, 

* and grievances, and ſuch nouſente.” 


Author, * T muſt confeſs, madam, that ho aﬀairs 


* of Europe are a little intricate at preient, and may 
V OL, II. H : be 
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* be puzzling to a lady's comprehenſion ;—but I ſup- 
© pvic you are weil acquainted with the hiſtories of 
© tormet times.” an i | 
Miſs Loyter. © Lord, fir, what have I to do with 
le It: A Ci Ce bo 
Author,  * Every one, wadam, has to do with the 


annals of the country they were born in.” 
Mrs. Loyter. * Theſe things are quite out of my 
daughter's way ; but tor all that I can affure you, 
* fir, the reads a great deal.” | 
Author, * Tt would be pity, indeed, madam, & 
* fine a young lady ſhould be altogether ignorant of 
books :—1 imagine therefore that Mits's gerins 
ſoars to a higher pitch, —the wonders of the cre- 
ation, ſo beautitully defined in fome treatiſes of 
* natural philoſophy, perhaps are her favourite cor- 
* templations ;—l make no queſtion but the has read 
Le SpeQtacle de la Nature,” _ Le Og 
Mirs. Loyter. © I beheve not, fir —Have you, ny 
MEE: | ML Tone | 
__ Miſs Loyter. * Not I, truly ;—but 1 have heaid 
© enough of it :—-they ſay that there are tour yo- 
* Jumes of it taken up with nothing but a ceſciiption 
* of Trees, and Birds, and Beaſts, and Fithes, and Mi: 
FRY ESE | 
Author. * What do you think, madam, of Fon W-. 
* tene!le's Plurality of Worlds ?? Ce. E 
Mijs Loyter. * O hang it, —I was never fo dil- WW: | 
* appointed in my life ;—1 thought by the beginning, | 
* wacn I found a gentleman and lady were taking WE « 
© their promenade together by moonlight, that tome ; 
« pretty adventure would haye enſued ;—but good Wc , 
* God! the Author has made them talk of nothing We ( 
«* but the Planets, and the things that happen inthe MW 1 


OY 


. 


"I 


* Oky. | | | Þ] 
Author. * I Tancy then, miſs, that Romances and BY o. 
* Novels are chiefly your taſte. the 


Miſs Leyter. © I hate Romances, they arc 100 WF 
tedious ; —as ſor Novels, I like ſome of then i th; 
well enough, particularly Mrs. Behn's ; —but y 
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know not how it is, the Authors now-a-days have 

* got ſuch a way of breaking off in the middle of 
« their ſtories, that one forgets one half before one 
« comes to the other.” 

Author. * Digrefſions, mils, hes they con- 
© tain fine ſentiments and judicious remarks, are 
| certainly | the moſt valuable parts of that fort of 
© writing.” 

Miſs Loyter. © T cannot think fo, and I could 

with the Authors would keep their ſentiments and 

remarks to themſelves, or elſe have them printed 

* in a different letter, that one might know when to 
© begin and when to leave off.” Sh” 

Author, * 1 protec; mils, you are fond of 

i Pocty F--: © 

Miſs Loyter. © Not very. fond ;—T can't fay 1 


Rl '.ever read much of it, 
Author, * Then you can't foy whether you 
ny \ give the preference to the ancient or the mo- 
* dern * 


uid Miſs Loyter. * No, really ; SEN never chought 
70- © ahout the matter.” 


00 Mrs. Loyter. * Sir, wy daughter is not ſo vain 
nd WF * as to ſet up for a critic, though I am pretty ſure 

WH tie knows more than ſhe pretends to ;—1 have 
0n- W+ heard ſome good Judges allow her to have a very 


' Gftiaguithing talte in ſome of the Theatrical re- 
dil- * preſentations.” 
109, Mijs Loyter, * O! I love a Farce or a Paine 
king - irvagantly ;—they are vaſily diverting.” 
ome Author. © Then I ſuppoſe, miſs, you ſce Play's 


5000 ' merely for the Entertainments which fo frequently 

hing WF ſucceed them ?? 

a the W 1455s Loyter, © Not entirely fo ;—there are ſome 
Plays I like well enough ; but there are others fo 

* 20 WW crammed with the woids Liberty and Public Spirit, | 

| that they are quite furfeuting.” 

For dutbor, * When there is too much of theſe 

them 


things, madam, the Licence-Oftice knows howe4 T6) 
but | WW corre them.” 


kno Wy Miſs Loyter. © There is Cato, for example, 
{ome * people cry it up; but for my pairt I chink it 
H 2 * a piece 
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« a picce of dull ftupid ſtuff, excepting one ſcers 


+ between Portius and Lucia.” 


I thought T had now ſufficiently ſounded the ge. 


_ nius and capacity of this young lady, theretore 


ceaſed to engroſs her any longer to myſelf, and ſoon 
after took my leave, ſecretly wondering at the ſtrange 


partiality of Mirs. Loyter in regard both to herſelf 
_ and daughter. FL en ng 
A few hours, however, made me begin to. judy: 


ſomewhat more favourably of theſe hadies ;— 
« Though Mrs. Loyter, faid ] within myſelf, is ni{. 
© taken in believing ſhe had been able to make her 
* daughter paſs for a wit, her endeavours, notwith- 
© ſtanding, may have had better ſucceſs in oth« 
« accompliſhments more efſential to her happinel, 
 —ſhe may have made her a good &conomif;, and 
perfe&ly acquainted with every thing requiſite for 
the well managing a family” — | 

I had the more reafon to imagine that this youry | 
fady was trained up in frugality and good houſe- 
wifry, as I had been tojd that Mr. Loyter lived t9 
the height of his income,—that he faved no mo. 
ney,—had ſeveral ſons, the eldeft of whom, after 
his deceaſe, was to run away with the eſtate; & 
that it could not be expected the daughter would 
have any fortune, to entitle her to a huſband at al 
{fuitable to her birth, and the appearance ſhe made. 
But as I was always willing to be convinced whe- 


” <a a 


| ther my conjectures were right or wrong, [I reſolvel 


to make an Inviſible Viſit to this family.— Juſt as[ 
came to the houſe, Mr. Loyter was going out, and 
the door being opened for him I flipped in aud weal 
up ſtairs ;—the old lady was fitting in the dining 
room window with her ſpeQacles on, very hard at 
work ;—breakfaſt was but juſt oyer, as I found by 
the maid's removing the tea equipage, and Miſs wa 
gone up to dreſs, it ſeems ; for ſhe came down pre 
 fently after jn_ the fame form I had ſeen her at lady 
Pliant's ;, —fhe ran direCtly to. the great glaſs, 1! 
_ order to cxunne how her petticoats bang the 
THe” ottoN, 
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yottom,—and then turned to her mother, and ſeeing 
what ſhe was aboui ſaid to her, 


( 


Mi ſs Loyter. * Lord, mamma, have you 1 not done 
mending my tippet yet ? 
Mrs. Loyter. © Indeed, my dear, it is paſt mend- 


ing ;——ycu have torn the lace in twenty places, 


© ] believe, with thoſe ugly pins in your ſtomacher ; 


' — I with you would take more care of your 


y things.” 


Mijs Lozter. * Irdecd I can't be a Dave to my 


| cloaths.” 


Mrs. Lopter. © 1 would not have you, my dear ; 


« —but this vexes me, becaule it is the only hand 


* ſome 1ippet you have ;you muſt &en try to coax 


' your father to give a couple of picces to buy you 


another, the firſt time you find him in a good hu- 
' mour ;——for I aflure you I have not a ſingle guinea 
nn the world.” 


J 


{ 


L 


[ 


[ 


4 


[ 


" Drs: Later” 


Mifs Logter, * Well, *tis a ſhameful thing one hs 
not money without aſking for, when one has a 
tatcy.to an thing, —DZut, (ANA, CAN nothing he 
done with this Jace PP 

Irs, Loyter. 


2 handſome tucker out of it,” Y 
Wiſs Loyter. * Oh I ſhall like a tucker of it vaſt- 


ly ;pray, mamma, Go it as ſoon as you Can = 


[ wuit go out and divert myſelf foivew where cr 
oiher.” 

6 © Where. my dear * 

Bits [ nyter. 
vitits twice over fince any one of them has been re- 
iurned ;—TI am only going to the next ftreet to lacy 
Lovetoy's 3, to aſk it Miſs will take a walk with le 
in the Park.” 
Mrs, Loyter. 


tO-cay, and we are to have a great dinner ;—Mr. 
Blotſom, and his ſon juſt come from the Uni- 
' verſity, are to be here, fo I woulc not have vou out 


H-: 3 


« It will never make up again in the 
* ſhape it is ;—but 1 believe l may contrive to wa ake | 


* Nay,—[ have. gone my FR 4 of 


' Very well; my Cear ; but do not 
ſtay too long,—your father brings company home. 


© of 


ps . 
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© of the way for the world ;—who can tel} what 
* may happen” oe CL TIE * 
| Mijs Loyter. © Oh why did not T know that ſooner, 
T would have had on my new gauſe cap ;—bnt 'tis 
'* no matter,—I will come home time enough to 
* change it.” pj ed 
- With theſe words ſhe ſnatched up her Intle nuff 
_ and galloped down fairs, leaving. her poor mother 
 Poring over the breaches ſhe had undertaken to rec- 
tify ;—preſently after a ſervant maid came into the 
room, and on I\irs. Loyter's demanding what fhe 
wanted, made this reply: ET. :- 
Maid. * T thought Mifs had been here, madam; 
I came to cefire ſhe would lend a hand to make a 
_ © cruſt for the veniſon, and beat a little ſpice for the 
—_— nh 
Mrs. r © *Tis a ſign, child, you came hither 
* but laſt night ;—my daughtet Coes not know how 
to make cruſt. Ot FE 
Maid. * O &car, madam, any body may make a 
little paſte to roait a piece of venifen in. _ 
Mrs. Loyter. * TI tell you the knows nothing 
* of cookery, nor I would not have her ſpoil her 
* hands about it ;— but if you will bring me up 


La) 


' 


a 


BN. 


« 


* you. 


Veid * No, maJam,—while T am fetching up 
« che things, ard carrying them down again, | can 
«co ut myſelf? - DEN np ous 
The girl ſaid no more, but went out of the room 
with a countenarce which ſhewed ſhe was not very 
eel pleaſed with the family ſhe was come to lerve: 
—] attended not the return of Mifs Loyter,--ny 
curicfity was now fully fatisfied, and I laid hold on 
tae firſt opportunity I found to quit the houſe. | 
Methinks I hear how heartily the gay and witty 
part of my reacers will laugh at the character of 
Miſs Loyter ;—they will certainly look upon her as 
a ſtalking, ſtaring, Niupid, noteleſs creature; a 
moving piece of mere matter, uninformed by 6/ 


© the peſile and mortar, ] will beat your ſpice for | 
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foul or ſpirif, —-wholly incapable of deſerving 
praite, and, equally inſenhible of contempt ; — tis 
true jhe appears fo, yet may it not be owing to 
much to any deficiency of nature in her, as to the. 
miſtaken fondneſs of a mothe:, who fearing to give . 
her a moment's diſcontent neglected to route the na- 
tive ſuggiſnneſs of her faculties by any exerciſe or 
emoloyment. Ri | 

\'\/hat therefore can be expected from a young 
perſon bred in a {upine indoltence, accuſtomed to 
have her will in every thins, and ſcarce taught tie 
difference betwe2n good and evil, ſhould her whole 
life long at as chance, or what 13 as bad, her 
own undiftinguifhing fancy ſhall dire ?-——Blefs all 
fober and thinking men from a wife of this caſt, 


QOH AP. VI. 


| The Author expeas will make a full atonement to the 
ladies for the too much plain dealing, as ſome of 
them may think, of the preceding chapter, 


XZ OMEN and Wedlock are the common to- 
pics of ridicule among men, who without 
one ſpark of genius or capacity, imagine themſelyes 
wits, and ſet up for fuch; but whatever cither _ 
tiey, or ſome who even have a better way of think- 
ing in other things, pretend to alledge againſt the 
ſex, It 18-very evident, and muſt be confeiſed, that 
nature has endowed the minds of many women with 
as great and valuable tajents as ever ſhe beſtowed 
on men. po te RD os 
Numberleſs are the examples which might be 
brought from the records both of ancient and mo- 
cern hiſtory, to prove the truth of this afſertion, 
but I thall content myſelf with mentioning only a 
few, yet enough to make thoſe unworthy maligners 
of a ſex, to which, they know in their own hearts, 
they are indebted for all the convenience and hap- 
pineſs of their lives, take ſhame to themſelves, and 
bluſh for what they have ſaid. | 


H 4 Who 
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Who 1s ſo ignorant as not to have heard of the 
tamed Cornelia of Rome,—— the mother of th: 
Gracchi,—and the wife of Brutus, the learned 
Hypatia of Greece, the Boadicea and the Car. 
_ tiſmuda of ancient Britain ;—but *tis needleſs to look 
back into ſuch diſtant times,-—the wife of the late 
Peter the Great of Muſcovy,—the imperial heroine 
ot Germany, —— Signiora Laura of Italy,—and the 
preſent queens of Sweden and the 'I'wo Sicilics, are 
no Jeſs public than ſhining proofs of the capacity of 
a female mind... boobs &- 
And even here, in this degenerate ifland, where 
Ml wiſdom and all virtue have been gradually de- 
creaſing for upwards of fifiy years, there are not 
waniing fome, I may fay many ladies, who in 
Private, and almoſt obſcure life, are poſſeſſed of 
_ qualifications that might add luſtre to the higheſt 
mn: FF Tp 
In fine —— there is nothing more certain, than 
that if the women, generally ſpeaking, are lefs 
knowing than the men, it is only becanſe they are 
denied the ſame advantages of education, and the 
_ riifteken mother lavithes her whole cares in em- 
beliifhing the pretty perſon of her daughter, and 
9\ves n9 attention to the cultivation of her under- 
ſtanging, _ | : 
| 2ra happy in the acquaintance of a lady, whom 
| hal! arftingutth by the name of Amadea ; 
ine had Leen married very young to a gentieman 
whom the tenderly loved, and by whom ſhe was 10 
jefs beloved ; but had the misfortune to loſe him at 
the age of- twenty-five, and was at the ſame time 
rhe mother of three daughters, the eldeſt icarce four 
years Qld nods; he 
"Che land eſtate, which was very confiderable, 
"deſcended to the next male heir of the family, and 
| all the perſonals, with a jointure of four hundred 
' per annum, to the fair widow, and each of her 
Children five thouſand pounds. _ LG 
The fir three years of her widowhood ſhe lived 
the lite of a reciuſe, ſeldom {tirring our of __ = 
; : 5 OUuIe, 


| 


m ed %u&@ _—=w e=© 


houſe, except to her devotions, or waen the neceſ- 
iy of her atfairs obliged her ; —nor did ſhe, with 


her mourning, throw this referve entirely off ;=—tho? 
it is now full thirteen years ſince her dear huſband's | 


death, ſhe neither viſi:s nor receives viſits as formerly, 
but confines her converſation to thoſe of her kindred, 


or very long and intimare acquaintance ;——never | 


appears at any . public diverſion, and rejects even 
the firſt mention of propoſals for a ſecond martiage, 


though ſeveral very advantageous ones have been 


attempted. TE So ny 

All her cares have been turned on the education 
of her children, and all her pleaſures centered in 
obſerving the - improvements they made by the in- 
ſcuctians given to them ;——ſhe had never ſuffered 
| their tender infancy to be frighted with idle ſtories 


of ſpirits and hobgoblins, nor amuſed wich fairy tales ; 
from their molt early years the awaked reaſon in _ 
them, and contrived it to, that even the little ſports 
ſhe indulged them in ihou!d ſome way or other con- 


duce to that end. | | = 
As they grew bigger ſhe had maſters to teach 
them muſic and dancing, the French and Italian 


languages, and as much of the Latin as was ſufh- 
cient to make them ſpeak- and witte Engliſh pro-_ 
perly ; but theſe politer ſtudies were not to take. 


up all their time, ——the economy of domeſtic life 


the looked upon as too neceffary a qualification not _ 
to be well attended to,—ſome hours in every day 


were fet apart for needle-work ; and whenever th- 
table was to be furniſhed with any thing extraord1- 


nary, they were ſure to be put under the tuition 0: 


the cook, and frequently alitited her 1a thoſe parts 
of her buſineſs which were tte motit delicate and 
leaſt-laborious; 2 5 gh] | 
Thus defirous of enriching their minds with ever y 
uſcful kind of knowledge, it cannot be ſuppoſed tiat 
bouks were out of the Queſtion, —no,—each cf thee 
young ladies takes upon her, in her turn, to real to 
the two others the whole time they are at wo:k. 
—Bayle's Dictionary may juſtly be call:d a Litrary 


H 5 of 
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 vinced of their miſtake ; 
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of itſelf, as it gives a general inſight into almof 
every remarkable occurrence that has happened in 
the world fince the creation ; and whenever they 
fourd any mention made of perſons or tranſaQions 
which gave them a curioſity of being more fully ac 
quainted with the particulars of, ſhe ſent immediately 
to her Bookſeller for the hiſtory to which that paſſage 
referred. I Ar pots Ee OC, 
"But above all other things, this diſcreet mother 
was ſtudioufly watchful to prevent the pride and lit- 
_ tle vanities, ſo incident to human nature, from taking 
too faſt hold of their young hearts ;—betimes ſhe 
taught them, that nothing concerning themſelves, 
_ except the embelliſhment of their minds, was worthy 
| their attention ;—that all cares relating to dreſs or 
perſon, beyond what cleanlineſs and- decency re- 
quired, were fuperflucus and filly, and that every 
minute walled at the toilet, would rob them of ſome 
_ advantage they might otherwiſe receive. AE 
I am well aware, that thoſe of my fair readers 
who have been brought up in a different manner, 
which, by the way, 1 tear are much the greateſt part, 
will be apt to cry out againſt the conduct of Amadea ; 


| —they will perhaps fay, they wonder the poor girls 


are not moped, and that they nwſt certainly be cull 
_ ſtupid creatures ;—— but thoſe who think thus need 
_ only have a ſight of the young ladies to be con- 
nothing can be more 
lively ard ſpiritucus than all the three ſiſters, — 
ſmiles of innocence and joy dwell for ever on ther 
faces, and denote an innate chearfulneſs and fatif- 
faQtion, which all thoſe huirying pleaſures, ſo ea- 
gerly puitugd by others, have not the power of te 

ftowing. ed no 2 
I made ſeveral Inviſible Viſits to them in their own 
apartment, and I know yeiy few things capable of 
giving me a more fincere delight than I took in 0b- 
ſerving the behaviour of theſe young beauttes, 
at times when they thought themſelves entirely iree 
from all inſpeQion, and had no occaſion to put any 
reſtraint vpon ther words or actions. | - | 
evel 
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Never did I find them lolling out of the windows, 
or conſulting their look or motions in the great gl:ſs ; 
never heard them complaining that they were not 
permitted to be the firſt in every faſhion ;—never 
withing to be in the Mall, or any other public place; 
never-wantonly giggling about love or lovers ;—never 


quarrelling with each other, or ridiculing the foibles 


of their acquaintance. | 

Sometimes I caught them playing and ſinging to 
their inftruments,—at others amuling themſelves with 
practiſing ſome new dance, and not ſeldom bufily 


employed in needie-work for the ule of the famiiy ; 


and at the ſame time making ſuch remarks as oc-- 


curred to them on ſome paſſage or other in hiftory: 
—in fine, I could perceive nothing but what put me 
in mind of the three Graces, who, according to one 


of our poets, are aCtuated but by one foul, and that, 
 ——all harmony and ſweet contentment. _ | 
The truth is; Amadea never makes u'e of any 
- auſterity, —the precepts ſhe gives are only enforced 


by her own example, and delivered in ſuch a manner 


as to ſteal themſelves upon the mind, and have no 


need of any compunEtion from authority ; — fo that 


one may truly ſay, 


. Wiftom in her appears ſo bright and Jay, 
| They hear with pleafure, and with pride obey, 


= Happy the children who have ſuch a Mother ;— 
happy the mother who has children ſuch as theſe : 


—[I am perſuaded that many examples of this kind 


might be found, if parents would be at the pains 
to purſue the ſame meaſures Amadea did, and 1in- 
fil into their offspring the principles of virtue and. 


wiſiom, before they knew what was meant by vice. 


and foll y.- 


CHAP, 


is THE INVISIBLE SPY, 
NAT. 


Contains the recital of an adventure, which, perhass, 
vill not be found the leſs, but the more inte- 


re/ling, for its being not altogether of ſo ſingular 


a nature as ſome others in this work may have 


appeared. - 


I W AS one morning taking my Inviſible progreſ- 
L fion into thoſe pleaſant fields which lie behind 
Montague-Houſe, not with the leaft view of mak- 
_ Ing any diſcoveries, for I could expe& none in that 
|  refired place, but merely to enjoy the benefit of 
the Freſh 


gardens. | Eo Cas 
| T1 had not walked many minutes, however, before 
| | heard the tread of ſome perſons cloſe behind me ; 
| — | ſtepped aſide to let them paſs, and faw that 
one of them was Narcifſa, the only daughter of a 
gentleman who lived in that neighbourhood ;—the 
| perſon who accompanied her was her maid, as I 
ſoon after found by the following dialogue between 
_ them: TE _ Rn on 
| Narciſſa. * Indeed, Betty, I think Captain Pike 
* ſhews but little love to let us be here before 
4+ him.” | nr ren Bo cou oe | 
Betty. * Oh, madam, you ſhould confider that 
_ * gentlemen in his poſt are not always maſters of 
. * their time 3 —-—— you know, he ſaid he came to 
© town on affairs of the regiment, —and ſomething, 
4 perhaps, may have happened ;--but whatever it 
| 4 1s that detains him it cannot be want of affec- 
«* tion, | am ſo certain of that, I would pawn my 
+ life upon it.” he ESC 
Narcifſa. * You are very confident, Betty, t0 
* offer ſuch ſecurity for a man you have never {cen 
* but twice 1n your life.” 


Betty. 


air, which is almoſt conſtantly impreg- 
_ nated with yarjous odours wafted from the adjacent 


- - - - 
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Betty. * Tf I had never ſeen him but once, ma- 


dam, | have ſeen enough to make me know that 
he loves you to diftrattion :—poor gentleman,— 
if he ſhould not ſucceed in his addreſſes, I am 


fure he has reaſon to curſe me.” 


| Narciſſa. * Cuiſe thee, Betty !— oy why curſe 


EF Er, FO day Me nr HD 
Betty. * He might never have ſeen you if it had 


not been for me.—Don't you remember, madam, 


how ! teazed you to go into Jollife's thop and buy 


the laſt new play ;—he was fitting reading when 
we came in, and I ſhall never forget how he 
threw down the pamphlet he had in his hand 
and ſtared at you,—and how he fighed ;—poor 
moment ;_ 


ſoul, he loſt his heart from that ver 
then how he followed us into the Park ;—and 


how he trembled when he aſked your leave to | 


join us ?? 


Narciſſa. * Piſh, EINE that might be all alc 


tation.” 


Betty. * No, madam,—no ſuch matter ;—the 


tongue may deceive one, but the eyes cannot ;— 
all his looks, while he was talking to you in the 


Mall, put me in mind of the deſcription Leonora | 
_* gives of Torriſmond in the play: | 


His very eye-balls trembled with his love, 


| And ſpatkled from their caſements humid fires : 


And then, when you were lo good to pre him 


amond's- 
Pond, how tenderly he exprefſed himſelf ;,— 


Betty. * Nay, madam, I thin 


him :—Did not he tell 
Pike, and that he was a Captain of Colone] #*#**+*2, 
Or bo * Regiment ? 


for 
my part, wy heart melted at every word he ſaid.” 


 Narcifſa. * He can talk meving enough, that's 
certain ;—but yet, Betty, I ought not to be too 
haſty in giving credit to a man t know ſo little of, 
or what defigns he may have _ __ EE: 
you know as much. 
of him as you can do without being married to. 
you that his name was 
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* Regiment ?—As to his deſigns, you cannot doyht 


© of their wg honourable, as he begged you would 
* permit 
* leave to make his addreſſes. | 
 Narcifla. * Ah, Betty, I with ſuch a thing 
* could be, for he is a prodigious pretty fellow ;,— 
* but it is impoſſible, you know my father hates a 
© ſoldier, calls them a pack of locuſts, and lays 
| * they are the bane both of liberty and property ; 
_ * —-beſides he has always deſigned me for Mr. 
"-Oakly.?-- Os 1 : 


Betty. .* Ay, midam:. and will make you have. 


Vir. Oakly too, or lead apes in hell, it you don't 


very few days hence that abominable a& will 


EY «- _- as oe - 


chooſing for yourſelf? _ 
Narciſſa. _- Heh hoe. .- > 

Betty. © Never —IOEY but reſolve.” 
Narcifſa, * On what ” _ ao is 

Betty. * To run away from the miſeries of a 


* forced marriage ;——to exert the ſpirit of a true- | 


* born Engliſhwoman, and be your own pro- 
* yider.? | | | | Og Blk | 
| Narciſſa. * How thou talketP __ 


* it more effeQtually.”. pd ooo kn! 
The perſon whom ſhe had been fo ftrenuouſly 
 Plending for now appeared, —he was a tall well- 
made man, and had a good foldierly aſpect ; but 
yet [ thought I diſcovered ſomething about him, 


that ſhewed as if he had not always been accuſtom- {| 
ed to wear the rich cloaths he now had on ;—there_ 


wanted that eaſy freedom in his air, which, in my 
_ opinion, chiefly denotes the true-bred gentleman, 


and | preſently ſet him down in my mind, either | 


| for an impoſtor, or one whom ſome lucky chance 
had elevated far above his birth, 


He 


11m to viſit you, and aſk your father 


take care to prevent it :=you know, madam, a 


tzke place, which deprives you of all liberty of 


© Betty, * 1 talk nothing but reaſon, madam ;—but 
here comes one whol tancy will be able to urge | 
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He approached Narcifſa with a low bow, and 
after taking hold of one of her hands and kiſc- 
ing it with the greateſt fervency, addrefſed her in 
theſe rerms : | 

Capt. Pike. * How miſerable have TI been, my 
« angel, in being kept thus long from your divine 
preſence !? 

Narcifja. * I do not doubt, fir, but you have been 
better engaged.” _ | 
Catt. Pike, * Cruel ſuppoſition. — How can you 
fo far wrong your own tranſcendent charms, or 
my profound adoration of them, as to ima- 
gine that the whole world has any thing in it 
which I ſhould put in competition with the bleſs- _ 
ing I now enjoy ?—but the Major of our Regi- 
ment 1s. in town, and unluckily ſent for me this 
morning, we. ſubalterns mutt obey our- com- 
manding officer ; but I hope ina few months to. 
be Colonel, and 'T ſhall then have leifure to lie 
eternally at your feet.” 

Betty. * Ah, fir, I am afraid before that time 
« my lady will be obliged to have ſomebody elſe "Us 
«at her- feet.” - -- 

Capt. Pike.” -* How 
 Narcifſa. * Hold your rating, hufly, = Who 
gaye you the privilege of ſpeaking ? _ 
Betty. * Madam, the. reſpe&t | have for you 
will not ſuffer me to be filent.—l tell you no- 
thing but the truth, fir ;—as ſoon as this curſed 
Clanceſtine Marriage-bill takes place, which you 
know will be next Monday, my lady will be 
forced to marry 2 man to whom ſhe has the great- M4 
eft averſion.” "W 


- 


- 
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Capt. Pike. © Oh Heaven !—ſo near being torn | | 
* from all my hopes !—— And can you, madam,— 1 
* can a lady of your Gelicacy ſubmit to loathed 1'Þ 
' embraces - 1's 
Narcifſa. © Sir, this fooliſh weach talks he knows | 
© not what; the a&t ſhe mentions does not em- | 


' power my "father to drag me to the Altar,— it [21 
*.only::---Þ 
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ly þ hinders me from chooſing for myſelf ; ;—1 may 
live ſingle if 1 pleaſe.” 
Capt. Pike. + Live ſingle !—Heaven forbid that 


ſo much youth and beauty ſhould be condemned 


to a cold celibacy !—No, —nature endowed you 
not with ſuch ſuperior charms but to bleſs ſome 
man who by his abundant love might make him 
worthy of them. —Oh that I were the happy he” 

Narciſſa. * Think not of it, Captain, —my father 


would never give his conſent to any one but the 
perſon he has made choice of for me, much lek. 
would he endure to ſee me wedded to a geatle- 


man in the army.” 


Capt. Pike, * And have you too that implaca- 


ble averſion to a ſaſh and croſlet ?? 


| Narciſſa. * I will not pretend to fay I have ;—] 
.think the army our only fecurity in time of war, 


and the greateſt ornament of our country zn times 


_ of peace. 


"Ca;t. Pike, Oh then, if I could. flatter myſelf 
there was nothing in my perſon more diſagreeable 


to you than 11 my FUTSE, I thould have nothing 


left to fear.” 


Narciſſa. q Yes, indeed, you wnuld fi Ir, a great | 


deal ; for I affure you, if 1 married you, my ta- 
ther would not give me a groat.” 


_ Capt. Pike. * Let him keep his dirty traſh ,—1 
deſpiſe money,—the commiiſion I enjoy at preſent 


will keep us above contempt, and | have money 
in the Bank ready to purchaſe the firſt vacant 
command of a regiment.” 


Narcifſa. * Can you imagine 1 ancld vive my- 
ſelf toa man who has but jult begun to tel] me 


that he loves me”? _ 
Capt. Pike, * My whole life ſhall be but one 


continued ſcene of courtſhip ;—be aſſured I ſhall 
' Not be the leſs, but the more, infinitely the more 


your adorer by being your hufband ;—oh then 
be juſt to my ardent pailion,—generouſly put an 
end to my deſpair, and let thole diyine lips pro- 


- nounce the happy hat to my wiſhes.” 
: Narciſa 
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Narcifſa. * Bleſs me, what would the world ſay 
© of fuch a thing” _ ior ro 1/0 
Capt. Pike, * The wiſe, madam, deſpiſe all 
« forms. — Do not kings and princes marry even 
« with thoſe whom they never ſaw before ;—be- 
« fices, the late proceedings of the legiſlature I2ys 
© you under a necellity of conuing to a ſpeedy re- 
* ſolution.” : TS SE Rt 4, | 
© Betty. © Ay, madam, remember the AQ? _ 
\ Cart, Pike. * Ay, madam, conſider how ſoon that 
« fatal Monday will arrive, which takes from you 
* the power of ſnatching from eternal miſery the 
© man who loves you more than life, and would 
*-ſacrikice :every-thing for you” 2 
Narcifſa, * T muſt confeſs, captain, your offer- 
© ing to take me without a fortune demands ſome 
* gratitude on my part ; and if—but no more,—I 
* fee a lady yonder whom I would not wiſh ſhould 


» 


« ſurpriſe us in this converſation ; this evening _ 


+ you ſhall know my final reſolutjon—Where can 
©] -ſend to-you e7-- _ on Gs 
_ Capt. Pike. *.] have an appointment with ſome 
* young officers this afternoon at Will's Cofftee- 
* houſe, Whitehall, and ſhall there wait my doom 
* with the moſt ardent impatience ,——_———_—— but be- 
* fore you paſs the irrevocable ſentence of my fate, 
« think.—oh think, my life or death Gepends up- 
 Nariifſa, * Well, well, —be eaſy :— but go.” 
Capt. Pike, * I muſt obey ;—may love and all 
its powers pead for me, and atone for this cru- 
-- et mterroption.” {le els | 6 
He faid no more, but turned away as his miſtreſs 
had commanded, and paiſed on to another part of 
the field, while ſhe advanced to meet the lady the 
had mentioned ; but Betty, who was heartity vexed 
at this accident, could not forbear crying out as 
+ + Jn nt Cn Te ITY 
| Suey « I wonder what ſhould bring Marilia _ 
# here ?? | A ot bong 


The 
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"The wotds were either not heard, or not regarded 
by Narcitla, who, I could perceive by her looks, was 


- little lefs difconcerted ;—ſhe met her friend, how- 
ever, with a thew of gaiety and fatisfaQtion, an] 
as ſoon as they came near each other ſaluted her in 


ERS Eo oe eo ord | 
Narcifſa. * My dear Marilla, *tis- a wonder to ſce 
you in ſuch a place as this ; you uſed to he 
* an enemy to all folitary walks.” EH oy au 
 Marilla, * So | am foil; but T have been at 
_ houſe, and was toid you were here, fo came 
n mere good-nature to hinder you trom indul- 
ging melancholy ; but I find I migit have fpared 
mytelf that trouble,—Pray who was that pretty 
fellow that left you juſt now © 

Narcifſa. * I know not -— -—— he only came 


- - _ - CY 


* vp to us, ſeeing nobody elſe in the place, | ſup- | 
bh _ to aſk which was the neareſt way to Great 


« Ruffel-ftreet* nn | 

_ 1/arilla. * Rather to aſk the way to a fair Jady's 
heart who lives not far ſrom Great Ruſſel-ſtreet, 
—— Oh, Narcifſa, you cannot deceive me; —] 
could eaſily perceive at the diſtance I was, that 
he did not part from you with the air of a man 
who had no other buſineſs than to aſk (uch an 
impertinent queſtion :—— beſides I muſt tell 
you that you are a yery ill difſembler, —your 
bluſhes, and the ſoft confuſion in your eyes, de- 
clare not only that he is a lover, but alſo that he 
is a fayoured one ; | know well enough that you 
met him here by appointment,— Pritiee let me 
into the whole of the ſecret.” ELD 
Narciffa ſtil] perſiſted in her firſt affeverations; 


| but the other ſeemed not to give the leaſt credit 01 


that ſcore, and afſuming a more ſerious air than 
hitherto ſhe had put on, ſpoke thus : 


 Aarilla. * I perceive, my dear Narcifſa, I ai 
* not thought worthy of your confidence in this 


* point, tho'IT am very certain you have not 4 friend 
* in the world who wiſhez your happinefs with 
« More {ſincerity than: do? RL 0s 

ws Rn Nar-ifſa, 
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 Marilla, * Yes, when he will give his conſent to 
no body but one with whom you muſt be miſer- 
able ; — for beſides the diſlike you have to the 


.- >_< 


A 


Ly 
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Narciſſa. © ] belieye it, my dear, and am much 


obliged to you ; but you would not have me tell 


lyes to ſhew my gratitude.” 


 Marilla. © Well, -well,-T fhall | urge you no_ 
« farther, and ſhould not have been ſo impertinent 


to take any notice of what | ſaw, but for the 


tranſport it gave me to imagine you might now | 


have an opportunity of delivering yourſelf from 


the danger of being forced into a marriage with | 


a man whom I have heard you declare fo great 
an averſion for.” Ls 


Narcifſa. * And ſuppoſe the thing were really - 


as you have taken it into your head to fancy, 


 wonld you have me diſoblige my father by mar- 
Tying without his conſent ? | 53 


perſon of Oakly, his temper is ſuch as would 


break a voman's heart in two months. — Y ou 


know I am very intimate with his fifter, and can- 


not avoid ſeeing ſuch oddities in his behaviour 
as have made me tremble for you a thouſand 


times,” re bh 
Narcifſa. * T cannot think my father will ever go 
about to compel my inclinations,” Ts. 
Warilla, * Oak'y is of another opinion ; for 1 


can tell you he makes no ſcruple to fay, that if : 


you do not marry him you ſhall marry no body ; 
—— —— therefore, without diving into the ſe- 
crets of your heart, Jet me adyife you, my dear 


creature, not to loſe the ſhort time allowed you, 
| but if you have any offer leſs difagreeable to you 


than Oakly, accept it at once,—three days hence 


It will be out of your power.” | 


Narciſſa. * But, my dear, what man that is 
worth having will-marry a woman without a for- 


tune.” 


Marilla. * Tf I were a man I ſhould tell you 
that your perſon was a ſufkcient fortung, and I 


0 not doubt but that there are a preat many who 


* would 


164 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


* pounds left you by your grandmother, indepen- 
* dent of your father, and 1 dare fay that if you 
« were once married, and the thing paſt recal, he 
_-* would forgive it 3 conſider you are his only 


daughter, and bock your brothers are provided 


for, the one by an eſtate, and the other by good 
preferment in the church.” 


What anſwer Narcifſa would have made I know 
rot, it began to rain very faſt, ſo that the ladies 
were obliged to mend their pace and make all the 
haſte they could out of the field ;———— Mariih 
_ took the firſt chair ſhe met with, ſaying it would 
| be dinner-time before ſhe ſhould be able to get 
_ creſled ; Narciſſa and her maid ran home 
through the ſhower, and I followed, not only to 
\ take ſhelter, but alſo to hear the reſult of the 
young lady's determination on what had paſſed be- 
tween her and Capt. Pike, 

As ſoon as they had plucked off their wet hat 


herſelf, ſhe ſaid to her maid, 


* morning 
Betty. © | hope it t will prove a lucky one, madam) 


thing of the matter.” 
 Narciſſa. * She was ſo orefling that I had half a 
mind ; but when I conſidered how great ſhe 1s 


with Oakly's ſiſter, 1 thought it was better to 
keep her in ignorance.” 


pray what do. you re: to Go in relation to the 
captain ?” 

Narcifſa. * Why 1 4 EVen have him, I think.” 
Betty. * You made him a kind of promitc to 
* ſend to him. 

-.. Narcifſa. *©1 did " and will keep it ;—b; ring 
me ſome paper and pen and ink,—1 will 'write to 


* to prevent me/ 


* would think fo ;—but you have two thouſand 


and capuchines, and Narcifla had a little reſettl:d 


Naeya, «* Well, Betty, —this has been an odd 


but 1 am glad you did not tel] Marilla any 


Betty. «* Much better, indeed, madam. — But 


\ him this moment, before any FRmpany' 6 comes in 


Betty, 
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Belty. © You are in the right, madam,—there 
« is nothing like the time preſent.” 
The things ſhe called for being immediately ſet 


before her, I ſtood at. her elbow ang faw Her write 
m: following lines : 


To Capt. PIKE. 


_— R, | 
SHOULD be evil of an injuſtice both to 
NM myſelf and you not to be ſenſible of the proof 
you offer of your ſincerity ; I find 1n it, 
« « ed, all that can be imagined, and much more 
« than could be expected, of love, of honour, 
« and a true generolity, and hope I ſhall hereaf- 
 «& ter ſtand excuſed to my father and the whole 
_« world, for taking a ſtep excited by my gratitude, 
« and approved of by my reaſon ; - meet me 
« therefore to-morrow morning at eight preciſely, 


« where | will put myſelf under your proteCtion, 


« and be condutted by you to whatever place 
_ * you ſhall judge molt proper for the may 
_* which muſt make me 
| as Eternally yours, 
_* NarcissA.” 


with a ſtrict charge to ſend 1t by a "ey meſſenger ; 
on which the gil replied, 
© Betty. * Yes,—madam, you may depend on the 
_ * fafe conveyance ; for | will be the bearer of it 
© myſelf.” 
Marciſſa. © What —go to a coftee-houſe P | 
-Sotty. * Nothing i 1s more common, madam, than 
* for women to {nd for gentlemen out of a coftee- 
© houſe when they have any buſineſs with them.” 
| What farther chat paſſed between the miſtreſs and 
maid was too inſignificant to be repeated ; nor, 
| indeed, did I ſtay to hear much of it, having al- 
ready gained all that was neceſſary for the preſent, 


i 


« in the Piazza next King-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, 


Tarag ſealed this billet ſhe gave it to her maid, 
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ſo ſhut up my Tablets, and retired on the firſt oppor. 
_ tunity I found for my leaving the houſe. 
_ As it was piain to me, however, that Betty wa 
_ deeply intereited in the conceſſion Narcifſa had made 
to the captain, and I had alſo ſome ſuſpicion that he 
was not in reality the perſon he pretended to be, |] 


reſolved to go in the evening to the coffee-houſe, 


_ and be witneſs of his behaviour, on receiving the let- 
\ ter Betty was to bring. ZE E 
Accordingly I went and found him there, not as 

| he faid, in company with young officers, but ſitting 
alone in a corner of the room, with his hat very much 
flapped over his face ;— a tew minutes after I came 


ina waiter called aloud to know if one Capt. Pike was 


there, — on which he ſtarted up, and, anſwering to 


the name, was told a gentlewoman at the door de- 


\ fired to ſpeak withhim,— he went haſtily out, and 1 
purſued his ſteps, not doubting but it was the emil- 
ſary of Narciiſa ;— as ſoon as he ſaw it was ſhe, he 


_ cried out in ſome ſurpriſe : 


Capt. Pike. * What, fiſter, are you come your- 


\« ſelf !— You bring me no bad news, I hope.” | 
Betty. © No, no,— the beft you can expect ;— 


Aa a 


to talk.— For Heaven's fake why did you venture 
© to appoint ſuch a pave place as this !” 


Capt. Pike. * No body knows me here,— my 


« captain never uſes this houſe. But tell me, how 
* goes our affair?” | | 


Betty. © Rarely;— the will have you, here is 
© her promiſe under her own hand,” _ 7 


By this time they were got about the middle of 
| Scotland-yard, where Betty having given him the 
letter of- Narcifla, he ſtopped to read it by the light 
of a lamp at a | Sarma door, and as ſoon as he 
had finithed, cried out, | 

Capt. Pike. * This is brave, indeed, and nothing 


this morning, with a whore he picked up in the 
Park the other night, and will not be in town this 
| * two 


=... i 


but walk this way,— *tis not proper to ſtand here 


| ſure was ever ſo lucky as her fixing to-morrow for 
_ our wedding, for the captain went to Hampſtead 
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« two days, fo I ſhall bave all that time to myſelf, 
© and can get at what cloaths and linen I want,— 


« But, my dear ſiſter, what ſhall I do with this girl | 


© when I have married her ?— where muſt I carry 
her P | : | 
Vetty. © That is what I came to talk about :— 
« You muſt take a hne lodging for her by all means, 
: and order a handſome dinner to be provided at 


« ſome tavern or other ;— every thing muſt be done 


© with a grand air, that ſhe may ſuſpe& nothing 
{ till after you have conſummated.— Hah, brother. 

Capt. Pike. * But, Berty, I have no money; 
 — all will go wrong {till if you cannot help me 
ont = 


Fetty. * Nothing would go right 1f it were not. 
« for me z— you may thank God for having ſuch a 


« fiter, you might have been a foot-foidier elſe as 
« long as you live z— but there 1s no time to be loſt, 
© — | have brought you four pieces, and I believe 


« that will be ſufficient for every thing ;— go and 


« buy a ring and ſecure a lodging immediately,” 
Capt. Pike, © You may be ſure I ſhall not fail. 
.+ — But haik'ye, Betty, take care ſhe brings the 
« writings of her two thoutand pounds, and all her 
« jewels,” Oy de olllt 
"Betty, * Ay, ay,— he thall leave nothing of va- 
© Jne behind her, Tl] engage. _ Eo | 
With theſe werds they ſeparated, and I went 


home, heartily glad that I had made this diſcovery, 


and determined to ſave Narcitla, if poſſible, from the 
misfortune ſhe was fo near falling into,— to which 
end ] fat down to my efcrutore, and immediately 
wrote to her father in the following terms : | 


| To Jo HN KRKAKS, Eq; : 
oy HE ſhock I am now about to give you, can 


* you from receiving a much greater, and more lafſt- 


ing one ;— forry aml to tell you, — yct ſoit is, 


«« your 


_ only be excuſed by being done to prevent 
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«© your daughter, the beautiful Narciffa, is on the 
«© point of utter deftruftion ;— ſhe has promiſe, 
* and 1s reſo]ved to keep her word, to join herſel* 
« in marriage with a wretch, who, tho? of the mof 
« abje& rank, in order to ſeduce her innocence, 
_« aflumes the charafter of a gentleman, and all; 
* himſelf Capt. Pike ;— Betty, her waiting-mai, i; 
« ſiſter to the impoſtor, and has been the conduc- 
© treſs of the whole villainous deſign ;— every thing 
« is prepared for the accompliſhment, and to-mor- 
«© row 1s the day prefixed þ_— but I hope this Intellj- 
« gence will reach you time enough to prevent fo 
66 rrremediable an evil 2 ID. 

Rn Any 

« Your unknown well-wiſher 

: « And humble ſervant. 


Having ſent this away, and fully diſcharged what 
my honour and conſcience repreſented as a duty 
Incumbent on me, | flattered myſelf with the e- 
peCtation of ſeeing, the next day, treachery and deceit 
receive the mortihcation they juſtly merited. 


CHAP. VII. 


Contains a brief account of the effets that were pri- 
duced by the good intentions of the Inviſible Sjy, 
with ſome other ſubſequent particulars, © 


FTIRXHO! I had not the leaſt room to doubt, but 
| that the information I had given the father ot 
Narcifſa would havc all the ſucceſs I wiſhed, yet! 
could not avoid being extremely curious, to fee 1n 
what manner the perſons concerned would behave 
on this occaſion ;— accordingly | went to. the houſe 
' the next morning about eleven, expeCting to hnd 
that the maid had been turned out of doors, the 
miſtreſs in tears for her diſappointment, and the 
old gentleman rejoicing in the thoughts of having 


faved his beloved daughter from undoing ae 
| | A fer 


_— —_— _— OO. 27 
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| A ſervant happening to be at the door, receiving 


ome ſhoes from a fellow who had been juſt cleaning 


them, I gained an eafy acceſs ;— finding no body in 


\ the lower floor I went up ftairs, but the ſame folt- 


tude reigned likewiſe there ; —I then proceeded a 


tory higher, and there faw only a ſervant-maid | 
ſweeping out a room, which, by a toilet being ſet _ 
out, I judged was the chamber: of Narcifla :— I 
was very much ſurpriſed to find every thing ſo quiet, 

ina place where I had looked for nothing but con- 


fuhon, and ſtopped on the ſtairs to conſider what 


might be the occaſion; when on a ſudden I heard 
the ringing of a ſmall bell, and preſently after ſaw a 
footman running haſtily up ;— I tollowed him where 


he went, which was into the chamber of Narciſſa's 


father, who was not yet up, but now called for his _ 


cloaths :— as he was putting them on he caft his 


eyes on the table, and ſeeing a letter lie there, aſked 


his man—when, and from whom it came ;—to 
which he replied, | | 


 Fuutman. * Sir, it was left for you laſt night by 
© a porter; but as you came home ſo late | would 


* not difturb you with it” — _ : 


Father. © Give it me.” 


_ I was aſtoniſhed on finding that this was no other. 
than the letter I had ſent to him; but more trou- 
bled, that by the delivery of it being delayed, pocr 


Narcifſa, had fallen into the trap laid for her ;— but 
if I, a ſtranger, could be ſo much affeEted, whar 
agony muſt rend the tender father's heart ?— ſcarce 


had he gone thro' the half of what I wrote before he 
cried out, caſting at the ſame time a look full of deſ- 


pair and rage upon his ſervant, _ 
Father. © W-fated wretch ! what miſchief, what 
* Tuin, has thy negle& brought upon me and my far 
* mily !— You imagined I was drunk laft night, ] 
* ſuppoſe; but had | been ſo, here is enough in 
' this dreadful letter to have brought me ro wy 
* ſenſes :— but go,— run up to my daughter's cham- 
* ber, and ſce it ſhe be there.” | 
VoL. I. BR 'Y 


Footman, 
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 Footman. * Sir, the went out very early this 
* morning with Mrs. Betty, and is not yet come 
© back.” Sr Eo Oe | 
Father. * Nor ever will, I fear :— the intell;. 
* gence this brings me 1s too true, I find.— Run tg 
_ * Mr. Oakly and my couſin Johnſon, bid them 
© both come to me this inſtant!— fly !— and, 
« you hear, bring a coach with you ;— if T can recq- 
© yer her before conſummation, her ruin may be yet 
6 prevented. =: ons f Cannes one | 
The fellow went on his errand, and the old gentle. 
man in the mean time ſtamping, biting his lips, and 
 thewing all the marks of an inward diitraQtion, made 
an end of putting on his cloaths, in order to go in 
| ſearch of his loſt daughter, when the gentlemen he 
had ſent for ſhould arrive ; but I ſtayed not to hear 
what method would be purſued for that purpoſe, a 
hinking it of no moment, and that it would be bet- 
| ter to return-again in the evening, when I might 
probably hear what ſucceſs had attended their en- 
 deayours. Ep uns 
The time I choſe for 'going, was as late at night 
as I thought I might get an opportunity 'of entering, 
yet the diſconſolate father was but jutt come hone, 
 — his two friends were with him,— they faid all 
they could to alleviate his forrows, but it availed 
no more than preaching to the winds.— "They had 
found out, it ſeems, where the marriage was per- 
| formed; after which they went to all the taverns, 
coffee-houſes, and other ' public places which they 
heard were frequented by officers, to inquire con- 
_  cerning one who called himſelf Capt. Pike, but could 
not receive the leaſt information of any one who 
| bore that name ; and all the conſolation the old gen- 
tleman had for the pains he had taken, was the cruel 
certainty that his dear daughter was inevitably un- 
gone. - -. OS ET SN 
Though I ſaw very little probability of my being 
able to learn any thing more at this houſe than I had 
already done, yet I could not forbiar calling con- 
ſtantly there every day, and at laſt, by this dint of 
| 2 E —. continued 
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continued application I became acquainted with the 
whole melancholy ſecret of Narcifſa's fate, almott as 
ſoon as the family knew it themſelves. _ | 
The pretended captain had managed every thing 
according to the direQtion of his ſiſter ;— as ſoon as 


the ceremony was over, he had conducted his bride 


to very handſome lodgings, where an entertainment 
ſuitable to the occaſion was provided ; and the poor 


deluded young ys ſeeing nothing but what ſerved 


to make her fatisfhed with what ſhe had done, in re- 


turn for his imaginary generoſity made him a preſent 


of two thouſand pounds, which was in India bonds. 
Her contentment might, perhaps, have laſted 
ſome little time longer than it did, 1t ſhe had not pro- 


poſed waiting on her father, to implore his forgive- _ 


neſs and bleſſing ;— on which the impoſtor, having 


now got his ends, thinking it needleſs to continue - 


the deception any longer, coniefſed that he was no 


more than a private man in the army ; but told her, 
that he was now treating with his captain for his 
diſcharge, and would purchaſe a commiſſion with 
ſome part of the money ſhe had given him; and _ 
added, that till theſe two points were accompliſhed, _ 


it would be altogether improper to appear before her 
EE 


Narciſla fell into the utmoſt. diſtraction on this 


eclairciſſement,— vowed not to live with a wretcit 
who had put fo baſe a trick upon her, but would go 
home to her father, who ſhe doubted not but would 


find means to punith ſuch a flagrant piece of villainy. _ 


He only laughed at her reproaches, and faid, 
that as ſhe was his wife ſhe had it not in her choice to 


leave him.— Betty alſo now threw off the charac- 


ter pf a ſervant, and aſſuming the authority of the 
fiſter of her huſband, pretended to rebuke her idle 
prating, as ſhe inſolently termed it. | 


| She found an opportunity, however, of making | 
her eſcape, and fled for refuge to the houſe of a near _ 


relation, who, on hearing her ſtory, undertook to in- 
FN £4 LS 


F 
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_ tercede with her father, which he did fo ſucceſsfully, 
_ that the old gentleman forgave and took her again into 
WAEonr | DO een, 0 
_ All poſſible meaſur:s were taken to ſet aſide the 
marriage, and compel | the impoſtor to refund the 
money Narcifla had 1o unwarily beftowed upon him, 
but as he knew the law was too much on his fide, 
having not married her ina falſe name, tho” under a 
_ falſe charaCter, he carried things with a very high 
| hand, would part with nothing, not even the jewels 
| the had left behind, but even threatened to com- 
- mence a proceſs againſt any one who detained her 
perſon. PL Wy N 
In fine, all that could-be done was to get him to 
fign articles of ſeparation, — after which Narciſſa re- 
_ tired into the country, where I hear .ſhe reſolves to 


waſte the whole remainder of her days in a melan- | 


_ choly contrition, for the raſhneſs of her ungoverned 
- conauet. — So true, though not very elegant, are 
ſome lines which I remember to have read in an old 
| poem, called, 'The Card of Fancy : 


 * When headſtrong youth the reins of duty” 
| * Heeaks; --- Fore ene 
'* And its own courſe purſues in deſperate 
© It certain miſchief and deſtruftion ſeeks. J) 


I muſt not forget to let my readers know, that 
Marilla is fince married to Mr. Oakly, with whom, 


as I am credibly informed, the was long paſſionately 


in love, and on that motive uſed the utmoſt of her 
__ endeavours to ſtrengthen the averſion her fair friend 
had for him. = DE  Rony | 
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BOOK VIL. 


CHAP. I. 


The Author, contrary tn his expedtation, finds him- 


felf under a neceſſity of making an in:rodudtory 
Preface to this book, and at the ſame time preſents 


| the reader two letters of a pretty extraordinary 
©, A Lo LY = 


HAVE. made it my obſervation, before I had the 
A leaſt thoughts of becoming an Author, that there 
are two ſorts. of readers who particularly diſtinguiſh | 
themſelves from all the reſt; yet, though direct op- _ 
poſires in humour, concur in one point,— that of 


being eager to ſee every new book thar comes ont, 
and impatient till they get to the concluſion of jt ;— 
the one of theſe affets to be above being pleated 


with any thing he meets with, eſpecially if 1t exceeds _ 
the bulk of a twelve-penny pamphlet, condemning 
all beyond as tedious, tireſome, anc ialipid ;— the. 


other with alacrity purſues through cyery page the 


cataſtrophe of - the longeſt work. delighting himſelf _ 


vith the expeQtation of finding ſomething to enter- 
tain him; or hg oo 
 Methinks I hear, on the publication of theſe vo- 
lumes, ſome one of the former claſs, with brow 
contracted and malignant ſneer, like Milton's fallen 
Angel, mutter between his teeth, —* W hat does the 
' tellow mean by encumbering ns with all this traſh? 
t — Who does he think will be at the pains to 
* trudge through ſuch a heap of rubbiſh ”— While 
thoſe of the other, chearfully cry out at the be- 
ginning of every chapter,—* T wonder what Nir. 
' Invifible has now to preſent us with ?* _ We, 
| But as I had no deſign or inclination to offend 
the one, by ſpinning out theſe Jucubrations by any 
luperfluous interlocutions ; fo I will not fo far ditiem- 


FR ble, 
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ble, as to compliment the other with ſaying, that 
merely to oblige them I extended the work to the 
length it is ;— much leſs will I go about to defend 
myſelf by the example of a certain modern writer, 
who has found out the method of wiredrawing 
whatever matter he takes in hand to ſuch an enor- 
mous length, that the eye of remembrance loſes all 
tight of the beginning before it has half reached the 
Sa = | 


No, I will be ingenuons,— and confeſs the truth, 


— ] was miſtaken in my calculation; nor till the 
tranſcripts I had drawn from my Tablets were copied 
over fair. for the preſs, could have imagined they 
would have employed ſo much paper and time as 
_ they in effect have done ; and as I propoſed from the 
beginning, not to conceal from the public any part of 


the diſcoveries I had made, I perſifted in that reſo- - 


| Jution, without any regard to the number of volumes 
they might fi] up. | 


This alſo has been the occaſion, that a work 


which I iatended ſhould have made its appearance 
the latter end of laſt winter is poſtponed till now; 
which, as an author, I carnot help looking upon as 
a double nusfortune, for two very good reaſons :— 
in the firſt place, the fats contained in it will be 
found of a leis recent date ; and in the next, by being 
ſo long in hand ſome particular paſſages in it have 
tiken wind, and by that means thoſe who imagine 
themſelves concerned in them are prepared to bring 
the whole performance into contempt. 
That this is no idle ſurmiſe of miy own I am very 
_ well convinced, and ſo may every one elſe who reads 
the letters inſerted in the introduCtion to the thid 
book of the firſt volume, as well as by two others 
which have been ſince left for me at the printing-of- 
fice, and which 1 ſhall now take the liberty of pre- 
ſenting to the public ;— the fiifl 1s from a lady, and 
_ contains the following lines: TR fp” 
'0 
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I's the gentleman, or whatever he is, hs all kink 
| ſelf the Invis1BLE SyyY.. 


« Mr. InvIsSI1BLE, | 
F \ 28 told you are going to publiſh a kind of 
« I ſcandalous chronicle of what you, in your 
« great wiſdom, may look upon as the foibles of 


« people in genteel life ; and that neither birth, 
« beauty, wealth, nor power, are a ſufficient de-_ 
« fence againſt ſo univerſal a fatyriit.— But pray. 
« who ſet you up for a cenſor of your neighbours 

« aCtions?— By what rule do you pretend to judge 
« what 1s deſerving reproof, and what 1s not fo ?— 


© Wit is the worſt authority you can have,—no 
« body now a-days pays the leaft regard to it ;— 


« we women like the man who drefles well, can 


« ſing a ſoft Italian air, dance a French Louvre, 1s 
« complaiſfant enough to ſquire us to all public pla- 
« ces, and let us win his money at cards.— Thoſe 
« of your own ſex alſo think as little of wit as we 


« do,— they know it is no qualification by which. 


« they can expect to ſucceed either in love or pre- 


« ferment; and therefore, you may be ſure, deſ-_ 
*« piſe in another what they are not poſſeſſed of 


« themſelves. h 


« But I alſo hear that you declare yourſelf an - 
« enemy to gaming in particular ;— and if fo, you _ 


« infallibly ruin yourſelf with the whole town.— 
' How dull, how fluggiſhly would life glide on, if 
* It were not for that dear diverſion ?— Drefling 


* and eating take up but a ſmall part of the day, 
* and plays and operas of the evening.— What muſt 


* become of all our vacant hours ?— we ſhould die 


* by dozens of the fpleen and vapours for want of 
* employment, if gaming did not rouſe our facul- 


* ties, keep the paſlions in a continual flow, and the 


© animal ſpirits from being ſubjected to the odious 


* power of fleep and ſloth. 
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« Tf therefore you have preſumed to fay any 
thing in oppoſition to this favourite amuſement, 


eraſe the invettive page, or depend upon it your 


performance will be cried down at every polite 
table, not only in town but throughout all Englang, 
—[I would have you know this advice is given by 
one, who has 1t in her power to hecither a yer 


ſerviceable friend, or a moit formidable and bitter 


enemy ;— It is In your own choice which of theſe 

two you will make of, TO EI 
| So: &« Yours, &c. 

« Orme?” 


The other letter is from a member of the laft ever 


memorable parliament, and was ſent a few weeks 
before the writs were iftued out for calling a new 
one.— Theſe are the contents: _ Fe 


To the author of the Invis1sLE Sev. 


SIR, _ 


"of 


cc 


Sf 


FJ OU cannot but know that a Spy, as ſoon as 
| 4. detected to be ſuch, is condenined by the 


| law of all nations to be carried to the firſt tree and 
- hanged up immediately. — What then, in the 


name of common ſenſe, can have induced you to 
aſſume a chara&fter ſo obnoxious to mankind, and 
ſo dangerous to yourſelf ?— Do you imagine that 
the natural love people have for intelliger.ce wil 


fave you ?— no,— if you offend all, you muſt 


expect that all will be againſt you ;— but I am 
charitable enough. to hope otherwiſe, and would 
fain think you concern yourſelf only with mat- 
ters relating to the tea-table and toilet of the Ja- 
dies, and are more diſcreet than to meddle with 


| things which ought not to come too much into the 
| heads of the populace. 


« You underſtand me, 1 ſuppoſe ;— but leſt you 


\ ſhould not, I will tell you that | ſhould he ſorry 


to hnd you a dabbler in politics, eſpecially at this 
critical junuure, when the parliament is ſo neal 
being ditfolved, an a new election coming on. 
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« T have the honour to be a member of the lower 
« houſe, and am very ſenſible that ſome motions 
« have been made there, which at the time were 
« highly diſpleaſing to the mob; but as moft fo 
« them ſeem to be now forgot, and others die away 
« apace, I would not have you ſctatch an old fore, 
« and reyive the memory of them. 2 
« The Naturalization Bill mot of all flicks in 
« the ſtomachs of the yulgar ;— but as I take you 
« for a gentleman and a man of ſenſe, I will reaſon 
« with you a little upon that attair, and doubt not 
« but to convince you, that thece never was a bill_ | 
« hetter Calculated for the true intereſt of the | 
« country, and to make us a great and formidable. | 
5 on. i Eee. oo | | 
«+ T ſhall not need to tire your patience with ſay- [ 
« ing much on the occation,— the whole ſum of 
_« this argument, conciuſive as it is, may be drawn 
« upin a very narrow compaſs,— as thus: | | 
« Are we not told, in that book which is the 
« rule of our ſalvation, that we ought to do all the 
* 500d we can? — Is there any thing more pleating 
«.1n the ſight of God and the world than aQs of 
« hoſpitality, benevolence, and charity ?— And can 
« we give a greater proof how much we are en-_ 
« dowed with thoſe noble virtues, than by receiving 
« diſtrefſed ſtrangers into the boſom of our commu- 
« nity, and making them partakers of the ſame 
« rights and privileges that we ourſelves enjoy ?— 
« This conſideration alone would be ſufficient to 
* make me, as a good Chiiitian, a zealous advocate 
« for a general Naturalization, without any limita- 
« tion or exception, whether in regard of "Turks, 
" Pagans, Jews, or Atheiſts. . s 


« There are alſo two other motives which, in my 
« opinion, ſhould make every good common-wealth's 
© man and good ſubject with that. this bill might be 
« paſſed into a law,— as] {hall preſently make ap- 
(i pear, Ws Re | ; 


I 5 « Firf, 


oh 


* whereas, on the contrary, thoſe who it may be 
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«« Firſt, It muſt be allowed that the people of 
Englaxd are, of late years, extremely indolent; 


 — that the meaner fort of them are lazy, proud, 


and luxurious, ro an exceſs, chooſing rather to 
ſteal or beg, than work for moderate wages ;— 


ſuppoſed will come over, to take the benefit of 
ſuch an aQ, are robuſt in body and humble in mind, 
— jrured from their very infancy to want and toil, 


and accuſtomed to hardſhips, will certainly be glad 
. to ſell their labour at a much cheaper rate :— 


their women may alſo be an example to ours, and 
make them leſs delicate and more obedient ;, — 
and how great a bleſſing ſuch a reformation would 


| be, as the ſex at preſent conduQ themſelves, 1 
appeal to all fathers, huſbands, and maſters of 
families, - nt | | 


«« Secondly, We want men,— we may want 
ſoldiers too, things leaſt expected often happen ; 
we - cannot aſſure ourſelves that the young Pre- 
tender may not quit his lurking holes, and once 
more attempt to diſturb us; but if all apprehen- 


 fions on his ſcore were without foundation, and 


that as the greateſt part of his adherents are de- 
ſtroyed either by the ſword or the halter, all his 
hopes and endeavours were buried with them; 


 — nay, were the ſmall remains of that family 


extinct, yet ſtill there never would be wanting a 
Pretender to the Throne of theſe kingdoms ;— 
we all know the Jate king of Sardinia, as next of 
blood, entered his claim in a proteſt againſt the 


ſetil-ment of the houſe of Hanover, and we have 


no room to think his ſon would be more paſſive, 


if ſuch an opportunity ſhould arrive ;— never can | 


we flatter ourſelves with being abſolutely ſecure, 


that no other dangers may threaten us from a dt 


ferent quarter. 


_ « All theſe things conſidered, I think it very evi- 

| dent, and you cannot but acknowledge that a ge- | 

« neral. Naturalization would not only be greatly for | 
our honour and convenience, but is alſo neceflary 


fer our ſafety. ; 
| | «© However, 
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« However, as I have before obſerved, the lower 
« claſs of people having taken it into their heads to 
« imagine that this bill, and ſeveral others, were 
« ſo many attempts to encroach on what they /ook | 
« upon as their undoubted rights and privileges, |. q 
« ſhould be glad that no mention was made con - | 
_« cerning any part of the buſineſs tranſated in this 
« Parliament ; becauſe I am pretty ſenſible that | 
« there are fome ruſtical clod-pated fteJlows who are | 
« capable, on the leaſt encouragement from the 
« preſs, to inſult and throw dirt in our faces, inſtead 
« of giving us their yotes. Ho As OS 
« ] ſhould have accompanied this requeſt with a l 
« ſmall preſent, but really, as things ftand, I find 1 
_* all the ready money I can raiſe will be little | 
« enough to ſtem the torrent of popular reſentment ; [ 
« but if you think fit to comply, I ſhall take an 
« opportunity hereafter to teſtify my gratitude, and 
« be ready to prove myſelt, CE 
zo £2... 6: On alt occaſions, 
| 2 "mf S I Ms £7 | | 
- __« Your much obliged 
« Humble ſervant, 
© PHILOTEMPO.” 


The letter of Pliilotempo had not been inſerted 
\ without a' reply. to it, if theſe Volumes had been 
publiihed at the time I firſt intended ; but as the 
EleQion will 'be over long before they can poflibly 
make. their appearance, and it is likely he may be _ 
rechoſen, what I would then have ſaid would now, 
for many reaſons, be highly improper. _ Ty 
I muſt therefore ſubmit to whatever cenſures either 
he or any other perſon ſhall - think fit 'to paſs upon | 
me,—well knowing that to thoſe who are reſolved _ i 
to be offended, all apologies would be in vain, and 
_ to thoſe who read with, a defire of being pleaſed, 
equally unneceffary, Þ—_  _ ED - | 
| Some, whoſe impatient thirſt for-intelligence is not i 
| eaſily fatisfied, may perhaps think that in an age ſo | 
gay, ſo luxurious as- the preſent, when every day, 
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nay every hour, teems with ſome frcſh adventure, 
and affords matter: for .converſation, I might haye 


made a more extenſive uſe of my gift of Inviſibility, 


and that not two, but twenty-two Volumes might 
have been well enough employed in the rehearſa] gf 
what I had ſeen and heard ;—but thoſe, if any ſuch 

- "there are, will find in the cloſe of this work, that 
_ if 1 have omitted many things which doubtleſs haye 
happened worthy remark, it has not been Owing to 
any remiſſneſs 1n me, or a wearinefs of proſecuting 
-my inquiries, but to. an unlucky accident which 
ſtopped me in the full career, and cut off all farther 

opportunities of obliging either them or myſelf. 

As this is the laſt addreſs T ſhall make to the 
public, at leaſt while I continue to wear my Belt of 
[nviſibility, I think myſelf obliged, in good manners, 
to take my leave, not only of the courteous but 

. alſo uncourteous reader, —which I now do,—heattily 
wiſhing that the one may find in this performance 
every thing capable of entertaining him, and that the 
other may be preſerved from falling into the ſpleen 
or hypochondriac, by diſcharging on me all the ill 

nature he is poſſeſſed of. | 


CHAP: II: 


The Author Platters himſelf will be no wnacceptalk 


preſent to all thoſe of the fair ſex, who are either 
truly innocent, or would preſerve the reputation of 


being /o. 
HEN a young woman, of what rank or 

yy degree foever, indulges herſelf in a too 
great freedom of converſation with one of a. looſe 
and wanton behaviour, ſhe cannot wonder that thoſe 
who are witnefſes of their intimacy ſhould ſuſpeR 
her guilty of rhe ſame inclinations ;—— and that 
tho? perfeEtly innocent of the faults of her companion, 
ſhe is made an equal partaker of her ſhame. | 
Women, who are either born to, or are reduced 

by accidents to low and indigent circumſtances, 74 

| RT cuſe 
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cuſe themſelves by ſaying, that the neceſſity of their 
affairs compels them to keep an acquaintance with 
perſons who they find it their intercft to oblige ;— 
but if this be an inſufficient pretence, as certainly it 
iz, fince there 1s no intereſt which ought to be put in 
competition with reputation, what can be alledged 
in behalf of ladies of fortune and quality, who have 
itin their power to chooſe their company, and it can- | 
not be ſuppoſed would converſe with any whoſe 
manners they did not approve ? | ; 
| In fine, there is no one error in conduQ which, 
according to'my opinion, the ſex in general thould. 
be more upon their guard againſt than this ;——for _ 
though ſome, dazzled with the pomp of ſhow and 
equipage, may be weak enough to imagine, that to 
appear in public, or be known to have an intimacy 
with a woman of polluted fame, provided the be a 
_ perſon of condition, will bring no blemiſh on their 
own charaCters, or be of any prejudice to their mo- 
rals, yet that ſuch an intimacy 1s extremely dangerous 
to both may be very eaſily demonſtrated. _ TE 
Firſt, as. 'to charaQer ;—If the world ſhould be 
more ſilent than it ever was, or ever will be on ſuch 
occaſions, .1t cannot be expeCted that a woman, who 
has thrown off all regard for her own honour, ſhould _ 
have any for thax of the perſon the converſes with, 
or would even with they ſhould be thought poſſeſſed 
of a virtue ſhe- 18 ,entirely deſtitute of herſelf ;—no, 
—on the contrary, ſhe will rather' have recourſe to 
a] the wicked artifices ſhe may be miitreſs of, to caſt 
a ſhade over that brightneſs which would render her 
own deformity more conſpicuous. | 
But this is not the worſt danger to which an inno- 
cent perſon , is expofed by keeping company with a 
bad woman ;—we are told, from an unqueſtionable 
authority,, that it is hard to touch pitch without | 
being defiled ;—and certainly there is nothing more 
evident, than that vice naturally loſes great part of | 
ts horrors by becoming familiar to the fight ;=the 
Chaſte heart, which ſhudders at the bare repetition 
of indecent aCtions, by accuſtoming itſelf to be "o 
neſs 


. 
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neſs of them, ceaſes firſt to wonder, and by degrees 


to deteſt them ;—and though I will not be fo uncha- 
Titable as to ſay, that the mind is always Corrupted 


by ſuch a communication, yet I will venture to affirm, 
that the manners will be ſo. | | 


. 


I know very well, that the timid modeſty I would 
fain recommend, as the fureſt guardian of a Virgin's 
honour, has for many years been exploded ; and that 


ſince ſome foreign cuſtoms have unhappily been in- . 
 troduced among us, to be' capable of bluſhing is 


looked upon by thoſe who paſs for models of polite- 
neſs, as an indication of the want both of wit and 


_ good-breeding. - 


. . 


mode, it is not a little difficult to diſtinguith between 
thoſe who really purſue the diQtates of a licentious 
inclination, and thoſe who put on a ſhew of it mere- 
Iy to comply with the example of others ; and a 
perſon who judges 'of a woman by what he ſees of 
her in public, runs a very great riſque of being mil- 
taken. 4+: [*5 - IF 5 { 

* + Often has my opinion been led aſtray in this point, 
even in regard of ladies with whom I was moſt in- 
timately acquainted, and ſaw every day; nor did ] 
ever dare to give a charaCter of any one of them, till 
my Belt of Inviſibility afforded me an'opportunity of 
-prying into the ſecrets of the, alcove. 
 'Coriſca and Emilia are two''eelebrated: beauties, 
— they are almoſt equally folldwed' and ' admired by 
the men ; but neither of them were ever jealous or 
envious of the praiſes given ta. the' other, and there 


This audacity of behaviout being ſo much the 


£ 
j 


' was once fo exceſſive a fondneſs between them that 


they were ſcarce ever ſeen aſunder:—Coriſca has 


been married ſome years, =Emilia” has nor yet been 


prevailed uponto part with her liberty; but though 
there is this difference /in their cireumftances, there 


has been too much appearance, upon -exa& ſimili- | 


tude, in their humours and conſtitutions ;—T fay in 
appearance ; for I have fince diſcovered that light 
and darkneſs are not, in fa&t, more widely diftant. 

. Coriſca, 
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| Coriſca, long before ſhe became a wife, was 
looked upon as what they call a female rake ;— 
ſome there were, however, who imputed what ſhe 
did only-to the too great vivacity of her humour, 
and would not believe her guilty of any real crime ; 
but far the greater number were of a quite different 
opinion ; and, indeed, the little regard ſhe takes of 
Fer family fince her marriage, —the public contempt 
with which ſhe treats her huſband, and the frequent 
quarrels ſhe has with him in private, but too much 
juſtify the worſt charaCter that can be given either of 
her economy or her chaſtit Eid Eg 
Yet notwithſtanding all this, there is a certain 
ſomething in her air, her wit, and her manner of 
behaviour ſo engaging to both ſexes, that ſhe” has 
always been, and ſtill continues to be conſtantly vi- 
fited by perſons not only of the beſt fortunes, but of 
the beſt reputations alſo, who chooſe rather to ſeem 
blind to her faults than deny themſelves the pleaſure 
of her converſation. SR on bg he itt: = 

It is, beyond all diſpute, a very great plty, that a 
woman ſo plenteouſly endowed by nature with every 
qualification to ſhew virtue in its moſt amiable co- 
lours, ſhould, through a ftrange depravity, of prin- 
ciples and inclination, make uſe of all the fine talents 
the is miſtreſs of, only to varniſh over the foul face of 
vice, and endeayouring to glve a pleaſing aſpe@ to 
the deformity of fin and ſhame, © _ 

The beautiful, perſon. of Emilia, — her fprightly 
wit, —her good humour and aftability, rendered her 
the darling of all who knew her ;—they beheld with 
an infinity of concern her intimacy with Coriſca, 
axzd thoſe, who, either by proximity of blood, or a 
long acquaintance with her, thought themſelves pri+ 
vileged to offer, their advice, did it in the ſtrongeſt 


. terms, and ſpared no remonſtrances that might pre- _ 

vail on her to break off ſo dangerous a communica- 

i lon ;—but ſhe was deaf to all that could be ſaid to her 

"+ on this ſubject. ;—it was her misfortune to become 
the miſtreſs of her own aCtions at too early an age ; 

a —what fortune ſhe was poſſefſed of was 1n her own 


hands, 
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hands, and as the was entirely independent on her 


friends, would not ſubmit to b- directed by them. 


In juſtice to this young lady's charaQter, however, 


I muſt ſay, and ſhall hereafter prove, that there is a 


fund of honour and virtue in her foul, ſufficient to 
have made her look down with contempt and de- 
teſtation on the condut of Coriſca, and to haye 
obliged her, if not to break off all converſation with 


| her, at leaſt not to appear with her in public, or 


make one in any party of pleaſure where fhe was 
engaged: | 1 y | ; 
But, alas! the ſeeds of thoſe noble principles ſur a 


time lay dormant in her : choaked up with the naiy- 
_ ral levities of youth, and the modiſh exceilss of the 
age, they had not power to ſhoot forth into aQion: 
 —innocently wanton, and indolently gay, ſhe ſaw not 


the danger to which ſhe expoſed her perſon and 
reputation, becauſe ſhe thought nor of it, nor gave 


herſelf the pains to examine what ſnares might poſ- 
_ fibly be ſpread for her ;—but ſuffering herſelf to be 


continually hurried from one amuſement ro another, 
never conſidered or reflefted on any thing farther 


than the preſent ſatisfattion. 5 
"'T have been thus particular in deſcribing the cha- 


__ raRter and humour of Emilia, becauſe in the courſe 
of my Tambles I have found too many others of the 
fame giddy bent, who, without the leaft propenſity to 


11l, have heedleſfly run into aftions which have involved 


| their whole future lives in diſhonour ; —theſe have 


reaſon to pardon this digreſſion, ' eſpecially as it has 
not been tedious, and ] ſhall now return to the ad- 
venture which occaſioned nt, 


_ Among the many Inviſible Viſits, which for a con- 


fiderable time together I had made to the apartment of 


_ this celebrated Coriſca, I happened'to be there one 


morning when Fayonius and Palamede were both 


there ;—the firſt of theſe gentlemen is of a very amo- 
' Tous inclination, and known to be what the world 
calls well with her ;—the other, though gay and 


lively as Mercury himſelf, has been reftrained either 
YO through 
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company. 


The diſcourſe they were engaged in, when I firſt | 
broke in upon them, I found was on ſubjes of too _ 
trifling a nature for me to ſpread my Tablets for the 


reception, fo I ſhall make no rexetition of any things 
were faid *ti]] the entrance of Emilia, who came in 
ſoon after. 2 oh ntl | 


The firſt falutations were no ſooner over, than _ 


Coriſca taking her fondly by the hand ſpoke thus : 


Coriſca. * Dear creature, this is an exceſs of 


* goodneſs in you to come thus early,—I did not 


* expeC you till dinner time.” | 


Emilia, * Indeed, my dear, I never waited on 


« you with ſo ill a will, nor came on an errand ſo. 
' difagreeable to my inclinations ; for TI have but juſt 


* time to tell you, that I am _—_—_— of the plea- 


bl 


* ſure I propoſed to myſelf, of pailing the whole day 


* with you.” ar 
Corijca, © On what occaſion ? 5 
Emilia, * "The moſt unlucky one that could have 


© happened ;—an old aunt of mine has taken it into 


* her head to quit her Rookery and Hen-houſe in 
© the country, and come to ſtare and be ſtared at in 
© town ; the arrived laſt night, and ſent me 


© word that ſhe muſt needs ſee me this morning ;— 
* decency obliges me to go,——ſhe is my god-mo- 


* ther, and beſides is pretty rich. 


Corifca. © But cannot you make ſome excuſe to. 


6 leave her as ſoon as you have paid your compli- 
{ ments ?—T ſhall have all the world here this after- 
_ and would not have you abſent upon any 
* ſcore.” Tt | 6: 


Emilia. * Tt cannot be avoided, —ſhe pretends 
' to have a huge fondneſs for me, and I know will 
* detain ine, with a thouſand impertinent declarations | 
* of it, till bed time ;—ſo, my dear, adieu for this. 


' whole tedious day ; — to-morrow, I hope, 
| Me * will 
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through want of inclination to her perſon, 'or his__ 
friendſhip to Favonius, from attempting to take any 
private liberties, and feldom viſits her but in his. 


= TOY RO Sg ern ern meg rm ee es 


rB6 9 THE INVISIBEE SPY; 
« will atone for this vexation.—— Gentlemen, you 
« ſervant. on Oo LO 
. In ſpeaking theſe laft words ſhe turned upon he: 
heel and ran out of the room ; but not fo haitily but 
that Palamede, with one ftride, joined her at: the 
door and led her down ſtairs ; ——1n the mean time 
Coriſca, looking on Favonius, faid to him : 


fondneſs of an old relation, is almoſt as great a 
mortification as the faucy indifference of a young 
fellow that one likes' _ . _- : | 
Favonius. * The beautiful Coriſca, I am ſure, 


A 


£ 


« of theſe vexations.” | k 
_ To prove the ſincerity of this affeveration, he 
cloſed it with a ſtrenuous embrace, which Coriſca 
returned ;—there was time for no more,—Palamede 
came back, and Favonius, with a ſmile, ſpoke in 
this manner : | Ys. 


| Fawonius. * By the ſparkle in your eyes, Pala- 
« 


c 


have ſhewed to Emilia has been more than orci- 
o | | 


narily well received' _ | El 
Palamede. * "This and all others I have yet had 
' In my power to treat that lady with have been too 
 trifling to deſerve much notice from her.” 
 Fawvonius, * Oh,—every kind glance gives tran- 
ſport to a man in love ;—you muſt know, madam, 


rately in love with Emilia.” IS 
Coriſca, * Indeed !—and do you allow the charge, 
© Palamede *”” | | 3 
Palamede, * Not altogether, madam,—1I am not 
* abſolutely in love, but confeſs IT think Emilia an 


dreams on her account.” _ | Fo 
Coriſca. What hinders you then from making 


* your addreſſes to her ?” : Rs 
Palamede. © Why faith, madam,—to confeſs the 
truth, I was afraid of not ſucceeding on the teins 
« ] withed 


Coriſca. * 1 pity poor Emilia ;—the impertinent 


can never be in danger of experiencing the latter 


_— My 


mede, I ſhould imagine the piece of gallantry you 


I have juſt found out that Palamede is moſt deſpe- 


extreme fine girl, and have had ſome very. luſcious 
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{ | wiſhed to do; and as for marriage, the circum- 
« fhances of my eſtate require, I ſhould make choice 
« of a wife with a much larger fortune than Emilia is 
] poſſeſs'd of.” 

 Fawonius. © You are perſeRtly i in the right, Pala- 
© mede ;,—a good fortune with a wife is abſolutely _ 
© neceflary for a man of pleaſure, as 1t enables him 
© to make handſome preſents and entertainments to _ 
© thoſe women he 11 happen to like better.” 

Coriſca. © So, Palamede, you durſt not aſk Emilia 
* the queſtion, for fear of meeting a rebuff from her 
© over ſcrupulous virtue,” 

Palamede. * "That is indeed the caſe, madam.” 

Coriſca, * Then you are a foo]: 
* believe Emilia is perfeQly innocent as yet ;—but 
* what is innocence, what is virtue, what is honour, 
© when oppoſed to love and inclination !—Do you _ 
© not know what Mrs. Behn, who muſt be allowed _ 


© to be a perfe&t judge of nature in our ſex, ſays 
upon this occaſion ? Oh 


Oh curſed "EO thou who firſt did'ſt damn 
A woman to the fin of ſhame ! | 
Honour, who taught lovely eyes the art, 
To wound, and not to cure the heart ; 
With love tinvite, but to forbid with awe, 
And to: themſelves preſcribe a cruel law. 
His chief attributes are pride and ſpight, 
His pow'r in robbing lovers of delight. 
Honour, that puts our words, that ſhould be free, 
Into a ſet formality ! | 
Thou baſe debaucher of the gen'rous heart, 
That teacheſt all our looks and ations art. 
What love deſign'd a ſacred gift, 
What nature made to be poſleſs'd, 
Miſtaken honour made a theft. 
Thou foe to pleaſure, nature's worſt diſeaſe ! 
Thou tyrant over mighty kings, 
Be gone to princes palaces, 


Be 


-not but I 
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Butt let the hwinble ſwain go on, 
In the bleſt paths of the firſt race of man, 


That neareſt were to Gods allied, A 
And, form'd for love,. diſdain'd all other pride. 


The emphatic accents and graceful manner with. 


which Coriſca pronounced theſe lines, adding to the 
beauty of the poetry, ſtruck ſo much upon the hearts, 
of the. two gentlemen, that they could rot forbear 
_ clapping their hands, and crying out ſeveral times, 
* Encore,—Encore, charming Toriſea—On which 
the = heartily, and replied, | 


Coriſca, * |] want none of theſe: theatrical teſti-- 


monies of approbation ;—I would only convince 
Palamede, from the unqueſtionable authority of 
our Engliſh Sappho, that when a woman loves, no 


aQting up to the dictates of her paſſion” _ 
Palamede. * Ay, madam, if I could flatter myſelf 


« with the hopes of being loved by Emilia, I ſhould 


* have nothing to apprehend.” | 

Corifca. * I witl not pretend to: tell you that ſhe 
is ſo much in loye as not tobe able to eat, diink, 
or ſleep for the thoughts of you 3 but have'heard 


manner of behaviour ;—and on-the ſtrength of this, 
and ſome other indications I have obſerved. about 
her, I dare venture to affirm that you are-far from 
being indifferent to her, and that the would be: 
little leſs pleaſed than yourſelf with an opportunity 
of being entertained by you in private.” | 
Palamede. * Dear madam, you make me the moſt 
tranſported man alive. —But by what means Can 
* ſuch a thing be brought about ?—ſome ſcheme mull 
* be laid for that purpoſe.” _ | | . 
 Coriſca. * Nothing more eaſy ;—I have it all 
* in my head already ;—ihe will go any where 


,. with 


- 


conſiderations are of force- to reſtrain her from 


her fay a thouſand times over, I believe, that you- 
are, without exception, the prettieſt fellow 1n the. 
whole town,—that you- dreſs the beft,—and have. 
ſomething peculiarly agreeable in your air and | 


- << PR - _ mY Cad 


x - 


"Re. ©” +3 a Ro HW LS IE Bos. 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. © 13g 
«© with me ;-—we ſhall be together to-morrow ;— 
« you two Jhall come in as if by accident, and 
« propoſe going to take the air on the other fide = 
© the water ;—— there is a houſe the moſt commodi- 
« ouſly ſituated that can be; good gardens, 
« good wine, good beds, good every thing ;— 
« Favonius is well acquainted with the place.” 
tavonius, * I ſuppole you mean that Lept by 

« Mrs, AAnnn 

 Coriſca, * The fame.—When we have been there 
« {me time, and it begins to draw near the hour 

« proper to think of going home, you ſhall dif- | 
' * charge the coach, pretend the fellow got drunk, 

and went away without your knowledge ; 
* there will be no poſſibility of procuring a vehi- 
« cle to bring us to town, eſpecially at night ;— 
* Fayonius muſt be content to do penance with me 
© in loitering about the gardens, or in tomething or 
* other, t!]] morning, while you make the mott of 
* your time With Euulia,” 

Palamede. * Excellent, —my charming Machiavel ! 
* —But how ſhall we prevail on Emilia to be ſe- 
* parated from her dear Corifca ” 

Coriſca. * Leave that to my management ;—— 
* ſhe ſhall ſuſpect nothing of the matter till ſhe 
4 finds herfelt alone with you,—and then 1t will be 

* your buſineſs to make her ſatisfied with being ſo.” 

Palamede. * Kind creature! — where t1hall I 
* ind words to thank this compaſſion to a (uftering 
© lover f | 

Ciriſa. * Never trouble yourſelf about thanks,— 

* good aGtions, they ſay, 1eward themfelves ? 

Favonius. * As for my pait, 1 ſhall defer thoſe 

* acknowledgments which your exceſs of goodneſs 
* demands tiom me, both on | my own ſcore and. 
* that of my friend, till to-morrow night, when they 
* ſhall make part of that agreeable. Panugcs L am to 

* perform,” | 

This ſpeech of Favonius paved the way for a 
converſation conformable enough to the characters _ 
| of | 


fiſtent with a woman of her character, 
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of the perſons engaged in it; but I am certain 
would not be well reliſhed by that part of ny 
' readers which I am moſt ambitious of obliging ;,- 
I ſhall therefore cloſe the ſcene, as indeed ] dig 
ſoon after my Tablets, and quitted the apartments 


© of this fair libertine, in order to retire to my own, 


and contemplate at leifure on what I had ſeen and 
heard. fe | _ 


CHAP. IM. 


Preſents the reader with the cataſlrophe of an ad- 
venture very different from what the beginning 
may have given him reaſon to expe. _ 


L H O' I had thought myſelf too well acquaint- 

ed with the principles and inclinations of 
Coriſca, to be at all ſurpriſed at any aC&t of licenti- 
 ouſneſs ſhe could poſſibly be guilty of, yet I could 
- Not defend my ſenſes from being ſeized with the ex- 
tremeſt ſhock, on finding ſhe could be baſe enough 
to condeſcend to become the inſtrument of others 
pleaſures, and betray the innocence of a young lady 
for whom ſhe had as much friendſhip as is con- 
forgetting 
all this while what the good old poet, Mr. Philip 
 Maſlenger, tells us on an occaſion fimilar to this of 
_ Coriſca and Emilia, | 4 


« Virtue and Vice in one ſole point agree, _ 
* Each would be glad all like themſelves might 


In ruminating very wiſely, as I then imagined, 
on what Coriſca had faid to Palamede, | muſt 
confeſs I entertained ſuſpicions not at all to the 
_ advantage of poor Emilia ; I fancied that ſhe 
had in reality confeſſed a paſſion for that genile- 
man, and Coriſca, in forming this contrivance t0 


bring about a private interview between them, » 
| SY one 
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Jone nothing but what ſhe was convinced in her 
own mind would be highly fatisfaQtory to her fair 

mend... - Conn Has bi 
It was never my cuſtom, however, to place an 
entire dependence on conjeCture, whether of my 
own or that of another perſon, ſo reſolved to be _ 
as convinced as my inviſible inſpection could make 
we. i A og CE i 

Accordingly the next day in the afternoon I gird- 
ed on my precious Belt, and went to the houle of 
Coriſca ;—— Emilia was not yet come, but jult 
as I arrived, I heard her give orders to refuſe ad- _ 
mittance to all of her own ſex except that lady, 

and alſo to all thoſe of the other except Favonius | 
and Palamede.  _ Done NS | 

As I doubted not but I ſhould be able to fathom _ 

the whole truth of this affair, by the converſation 
WH that would paſs between theſe two ladies while they 
believed themſelves alone altogether, I was extremely - 
| impatient for the approach of Emilia, and equally 
rejoiced when I ſaw her enter. | nd | 
The firſt falutations they gave cach other were _ 
ſuch as might be expected from perſons who mu- 
tua}ly profeiſed fo warm and tender a friendſhip ; 
—the ſubjects they afterwards talked upon were not 
of any conſequence ;—not one word of Palamede 
nor the projected tour was mentioned, — on which 
| abſolved Emilia from all blame on this account, 
and was forry I had ever wronged her. 
But the leſs room [ had to condemn, the greater 
cauſe I had to pity her, and to deteſt the cruel plot 
contrived, and ſo near being put in execution againſt 
her victue ; but 1 had no time to indulge medi- 
tations—— the gentlemen preſently came in,—the 
d, propoſal, as agreed upon between them and Coriſca, 
uſt was immediately 23s th ——the ladies gave a ready. 
lenty—a hackney-coach was ordered to be call-_ 
be Wl © to the door, and every one ſeemed equally on 


cA#/ hs op i 
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it 


le- the wing to be gone. | 
, The reader will now perhaps nnagine, that it 
1a 


ding ealy to ſee into the end of this affair, there 
- was 
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was no occaſion for any farther enquiries in rel. 
tion to it, and that curioſity had received its ye. 
moſt gratification ;—but I happened to be of dif. 
ferent way of thinking, —I fincerely pitied Emiljz, 
and could not help being deſirous to ſee how ſts 
would reſent the baſe artifice practiſed on her when 
the ſhould diſcoyer it, and alto how Corifca would 
condutt the plot ſhe had contrived. 
It was no difficult matter for me to know the 
houſe they were going to, both by the deſcription 
I had heard given of it the day before by Cotiſcz, 
but alſo by what I had been told by other people 
| Concerning its commodiouſneſs for intrigue ; fo ] 
no ſooner found a hackney-coach was ordered, than 
1 haſtily quitted the poſt I was in, —made the beſt 
_ of my way to the place of rendezvous,—got there 
| before them, —took up my ftand at the entrance,— 
ſaw them alight, and followed them into a well-fur- 
| niſhed ſpacious room, to which they were uſhered 
by a ſpruce waiter. | | 
Wine and biſcuits were immediately ſerved up, 


and the company, after having refrethed themſelves | 
with this little regale, went to walk in the gardens, | 


which I found indeed very pleaſant, —— well laid 


out into parterres and knots, and larger than I could 


| have imagined ;—Favonius led Coriſca, and Pala 


mede had Emilia by the hand, who, during this | 


_ promenade, took the opportunity of entertaining 
her with many tender ſpeeches, but intermixed 
with nothing that the moſt chaſte ear might not 
have liſtened to without calling a bluſh upon the 
face. | Te | | 
' I was ſorry, however, to obſerve that he re- 
ceived what he faid with a certain languiſhment in 
her. eyes, which emboldened him to go- on, and 
made me fear that he had indeed a ſecret aſcendan- 
cy over her uncautious, unfuſpeCting heart. 
On their return into the houſe a table was ſpread 
with every thing that could excite the appetite 0! 


exhilarate the ſpirits ; —the chearfulneſs and good 
humout 


( 
4 
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tumour of the gueſts gave a double reliſh. to the 
repaſt, —wit and ſparklin champaign crowned the | 
board; and tho' the ladies allayed the too ' great 
potency 'of the one by the aſſiſtance of water, yet 
the other lowed with no leſs ſtrength and vigour. -_ 

After ſome hours had been paſſed in the' height 


of gaiety, Coriſca on a ſudden looked upon her 


watch, and aſſuming a more ſertous air than ſhe 


was accuſtomed to wear, told the company that it 


was near one o'clock, and they muſt think of de- 
parting for London ;-——to which Favoiiths re- 
7-5 7 TUTOR FOR ONE ON, 
F Pond, * Among all the ridiculous things 


* mankind was ever guilty of, I know none more 
« ſo than the having ſet their wits to work to in- 


« yent a machine, and then ſubmitting to be govern- 
(edby it) Cn os DD IR IN 
 Coriſca. * There are many other laws, as well. 
'as this, by which the filly world' have' bound 
© themſelyes, to go contrary to the primitive rules 
* of nature and inclination, — indulging by ſtealth. 
© only thoſe pleaſures which they were born freely 
' to enjoy ; but, however, all theſe cuſtoms, "if. 
* agrecable as they are to people of real wit and 
( ſpirit, muſt in ſome- meaſure be complied. with, 
* or the ſtupid vulgar would preſently accuſe us 
\ of irregularity and indecency.” - NED 
Palamede. * ] look upon every one here, madam, 
{ to be: above the cenſures of the vulgar, yet 1 will 
'-not pretend to enter into any arguments on' that 
* head ; and dare anſwer for Fayonius, as well as 
* for myſelf, that he would not preſume to detain 
* you a moment beyond the time you think pro- | 
* per to go.” Lo Deo a i SEE 
Emilia. * Indeed, gentlenien, I think, and I be- 
 lieve Coriſca does fo: too, that to ſtay any longer 
*at this time, would rather diminiſh than add to 
' the ſatisfaQtion we have hitherto enjoyed? © 
Favonius. * After ſuch a declaration, maCam, any 
' farther preſſures to the contrary on Gur part, might 
Vor; 1-- © FOOL PR + juſtly | 
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+ juſtly be looked upon as 1mpertinent and trouble. 
 __ * ſome:;—1t is certainly your province to command, 
_ * —ours lwyplicitly to obey. «© 
In ſpeaking theſe laſt words, he went out of the 
room, with Palamede, . as it might be ſuppoſed to 
diſcharge the reckoning of the houſe : but in a few 
winutes returned, and with a ſeeming concern in 
their faces ſaid, —that the coachman, either by ha- 
ving got. drunk or miſtaking his orders, had gone 
away ſoon after he had fet them down ;—on which 
_Coriſca affefted ' to be extremely ſurpriſed, and Emj- 
lia being really ſo, they both cried out at the fame 
Sie. ey : ==, 


«.eyer; happened... PICs THAN 
Emilia. * Bleſs me !—which way ſhall we ga 
© home ! IP Se, FR 
Falamede. * As for going home, madam, it 


' 1s a thing quite out of the queſtion ; we have in-- | 


c 
* ,quired, and there is no poſlibility of procuring 
* either coach, chariot, poſt chaiſe, or any ſort of 
© carriage | whatever, 'till 'the morning breaks ;—o, 
* ladies, you muſt content yourſelves with being our 
« gueſts for the remainder of the night.” [ow 
_ Coriſca, * Well, ſince it is ſo we muſt even make 
a virtue of necellity, and divert ourſelves as well 
as we can.” opt tTob en, A ona 24 "2g 
Palamede. © It would be an unpardonable vanity 
in us, madam, to imagine that any thing in our 
- converſation could compenſate for the want of 
your repoſe ;—we will therefore order a bed to 
be. got ready for you two ladies, while Favo- 
nius and myſelf watch the approach of day, 1n 
order to provide a vehicle for carrying us to 
town.' DE oe ed Ee thor | RY 
 Coriſca. * No, no,—by no means,—we will all 
ſhare the ſame fate ; it would be ſtrange indeed, 
if {cur people of taſte and ſpirit could not find ſome 
way to amuſe each other for the ſpace of one 


might While 


Q-—a e" 


 Coriſca. © This is the oddeſt accident fure that 
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While ſhe was ſpeaking a concert. of Flutes, 4 
Hautboy, a Double-Curtal, and ſome other wind 


- muſic, on a ſudden faluted their ears,—on which 


be cried out, _ 

Coriſca. © Hark ! —nwſfic ! —if it continues it 
« will very well atone for the loſs of a few hours | 
© ſleep.” 

Emilia. * Nothing ever kippcecd fo fortunately 


« for me;—1 love muſic as I love my life, eſpecially | 


« of this fort,” 

In ſpeaking this ſhe ran haſtily to the window and 
threw up the ſaſh, in order to hear the ſeveral in- 
ſruments more diftinly ;z—Palamede followed, and 
they both ſeemed abſorbed in 2 moſt profound at- 
tention for ſome minutes, which Favonius and Coriſ- 
ca obſerving, took that opportunity of paſſing ſoftly E 
behind them and flipped out of the room. 

Emilia turning her head preſently after, with a de- 
ſign, as 1 ſuppoſe, to fay oormganer . either to the 
one or the other, was ſurpriſed at ſeeing neither of | 
them thers, and cried out to Palamede, BE 

Emilia.” * Bleſs me !—what | ls become of Paronius 
© and Corifca Y 4 

Palamede, * T know not, madam ;—perhaps 
© they are gone down into the garden, to be nearer 
© to. the muſic, which leems to proceed from the. 
© lower end of the walk.” 

 Enilia. * Very likely ;—they might have told vs, 
© however ;—but ſince it is ſo we will follow them.” 

Palameds * With all my heart, madam ,—— 
© but firſt permit me to reveal a ſecret to you which 

© you ought to be told, and my breaſt has long la- 
* boured with an impatience of diſcovering.” | 

Emilia, * A ſecret! What fſecrer can. you 
© have with me, that would be worth loſing one 

* note of this heavenly muſic to liſten to ! | 

Palamede. * 1 hope you will be of another opi- 

* nion, madam, when | ſhall tell you that the whole 
; - happineſs of my future life, and even my ſoul's 

' Eternal [ner depends upon It.” | 

K 2 | Fanille 


r 


196 THE INVISIBLESPY. 
Emilia. * You may tell me what you will, but 
ws. ſhall believe nothing of the- matter ; ;—ſo let us 

IM rejoin our friends”, _ 

It is not ſo much by what people fay, as by the 
manner in which they deliver themſelves, that the 
ſincerity of their words may be gueſſed at; and[ 

_ was heartily glad to find, both by the looks of Emilia 
and the tone of her yoice, that the indeed had more 

_ Inclination to do as ſhe had propoſed, than to ſlay 
and ſuffer herſelf to be entertained by Palamede, 
in the way ſhe might enly; prrcenve he was about 
to do it. 

| The Giſcreet intentions of this young le: bow: 

cver, could avail her but little in her preſent ſituation; 

—Palamede got between het and the door, as ſhe 

_ v-as endeayouring to go out, and throwing himſclf 
upon his knees before her, and at the ſame time 
catching fait hold of both her hands, faid to her, 

_ Palamede. * No, charming Emilia, I have not fo 
« long languiſhed for an opportunity like this tolet 
© it now eſcape me !-—-you muſt, —you fthall hear 
* me. —BÞBy Heaven I love you !—love ou to the 

| : moſt raging height the pafſion can inſpire !—For 


many, many tedious weeks, you have been the only 
| ; Pers of of my nigutly viſions and waking thoughts 
He was poing on, but nealls interrupted him by 

replying in theſe terms, accompanied with an air full 
of reſentment and confuſion. © 

Emilia. * Fye, Palamede, this raillery is imper- 
© tinent and infipid, »=and what I could not have 
* expeQed to be treated with, by a perſon who has 
_ * the character of good ſenſe, and breeding, _ 
 Palamede, * Cruelly urged :—oh could you ee 
Into my heart, yon would find it all devoted to you: 
- devoted to you with a tenderneſs fo perfet} 


as can be equalled by nothing but the charms 
that have ſubdued it.—Frown not, adorable Emilia, 
nor ſtruggle to get looſe ; for by all my hopes, ne- 


ver will T quit the * gralp I haye taken of you, 
| « nor 


4 a 
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© nor riſe from the poilure T am in, till I have con- 


« yinced you of the ſincerity, as well as ardency, of 


« the flame you have kindled in me.” 


Emilia, * Sir, this noQurnal declaration is little 


« confitent with that reſpe&t which is always the 


« attendant of an honourable paſſion.— If you had, 
© indeed, any thoughts of me of the nature you 


© pretend, I am no recluſe, and you. mi_ht have 
* found a more proper ſeaſon to acquaint me with 
« them.” 


take” © The paſſion I am inflamed with, is 
« not of a nature to ſubmit to the dull forms obſerved 


« by vulgar lorers.— Beſides, what ſeaſon can be 
' more fit for love than night, the friend of love ? 


+. — 'Turn your eyes towards the window and be- 
6 . hold the filver moon, with all the -thouſand twink- 


ling ſtars; ſee how ſweet, how mild they ſhine, 


* wich ,what benevolent Ms they dart their rays 


«* upon us ; — liſten to, the. melodious ſounds you 


( jult now praiſed ; ; = Will not all theſe foften your 
* foul, — melt you 1ato pity, and make you think 


« ſuch love as mine deſerves ſome reconipence!* 
_ Emilia, * Pl hear no more ;— unhand me, fir, 


' and give me. ; Yberty to ſeek our friends ;— or be 


© aſſured my, cries ſhall raiſe the houſe, | 

He then let go her hands, and roſe from the i TIA 
he had been.in ; but &ill kept his. back cloſe againſt 
the door, while with a half fmile, he replied to what 
the had faid in this manner : 


| Palamede. © Madam, you are obeyed in part, 


' and if I acquieſce to every thing you demand, it 


+ 1s not to be imagined that you would be one jot | 
' leſs in my power than now ;— our friends are to@ 
* deeply engaged with each, other. to ſuffer them- 
' ſelves to be interrupted ; and as to the people of the 
' houſe they know their diſtance, and are always 


' extremely deaf on theſe occaſions.” 


On hearing him ſpeak thus ſhe burſt into a flood 
of tears, and throwing herſelf i into a chair, cried 


out, 


Kz | " Emilia 
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Emilia. * Oh heavens !— is this poſſible !— can 


© Coriſca be fo vile!—am 1 betrayed !— baſely 


* given up by her to infamy and ruin !” 


_ On: hearing her make. this exclamation, he left 


the place where he had been ſtanding and ſeated 


| himſelf near her,— then taking one of her hands and 


prefling it tenderly to his lips, ſpoke to this effe&t; _ 


Palamede. * Not fo, my angel! — by heaven, 
the tranſa&tions of this night Thall be for ever a 
facred and 1nviolable ſecret !— not even Favoniug 
nor Corifca 1hall be acquainted with it if you de- 
* fire the contrary ;— I know they will laugh at me, 


[4 

6 

©* but ho matter, —I can bear all that, and much 
c 

« 


* more, td comply with the leaſt requeſt made by 


© 1ngJoys, but yield to'ſhare the happineſs you give !' 


my dear Emilia; oh then be kind, and bleſs wy 
* longing wiſhes !— let no rehuQtance damp the com- 


The conſternation of' Emilia, on finding ſhe was 
expoſed to the dangers the now was in, by the very 
woman whom ſhe moſt had loved, and moſt believed 


Her friend, had thrown her into ſo proſound a reſvery, 
_ that I much queſtion whether ſhe heard any part of 
what Palamece had lately been ſpeaking to her, till 


cloſing his proteſtations with a ſtrenuous embrace, 


The ſtarted up, broke from him, and looking wildly 


"round the room ſhe ſpied rwo ſwords, 'which Favo- 


5 oo > - La LY - 


nius and Palamede had plucked off on their entrance 


and put in a window,— the ſnatched up, one of them, 


and drawing it out of the ſcabbard in'an'inſtant, held 
the point to her breaſt ſaying at the fame time, _ 


Emilia. * Here is at leaft a refuge from diſhv- 


nour ;— that baſe woman, who thought to make 
me as vile as Inow find ſhe is herſelf, ſhall meet 


— if you offer to 'approach me, ' or advance one 

ſtep beyond the ſpot you ftand upon, this goes into 

MMW_a__FTTTCTTT POETS 
he amazement,— the ſhock, the confuſion Pa- 


lamede was in at this aQion is altogether impoſſible 


| to deſcribe ;— her words,— her looks, her voice, 


— onyincing him ſhe was indeed in carneft, he Tte- 


 maxued 


with a diſappointment the perhaps does not expe; 
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mained ſpeechleſs, — without motion,—' his eyes 
fixed on her in a kind of ſtupid ſtare, and: ſeemed 
| like one transfxed with thunuer,— at length, reco- 
ering himſelf : a little, he faid to her, in Fl nas, þ 
voice, 
 Palamede. * For haves $ fie: wk wound 
not thus my ſoul by the fight of your deſpair !— you 
© have no cauſe !— it is certain that 1 long have' 
© loved you, but never had a thought of roms M 
* your innocence ;— the plor to'bring you hither was 
not of my contriving ;— tis true ] came into it, as: 
«+ where is the man would not? but be aſſured I am 
-no ravither, nor capable of owing my pleaſures to 
brutal violence ;— oh, therefore, throw afide that 
cruel weapon, or turn the point on me, andif F 
make the leaft attempt to offend your modeſty, vey? 
* itto the hilt withia my boſom ”? 

Emilia, * Sir, I once looked npon you as a man” 
of honour, and I ſhould rejoice to find you could | 
redeem yourſelf in my opinion.” A 
Palamede. * By all that's ſacred, not the utmoſt | 
gratification of the looſelt wiſhes could | have given” 
me half the joy as now, to prove myſelt not: whol-' 
lb unworthy the efteem of ſuch exalted virtuel— 
 Charaning Emilia !—.perfe&t in mind. as well as 
form !— in both angelic '— behold me your 'con= 
vert !\— The love I had for/you is now rarified into- 
adoration ! — your virtue,” like chemiſts gold, 
turns all into itſelf, and leaves no grofſer particles 
* behind !— forgive what is paſt, and never — never 
more wilt I preſume to entertain you with dif- 
c».rſes leſs chaſte and pure than > when own vegis & 
thoughts P | . 
Emilia. * May l believe this venhench Gn oF 
Palamede. * You may, by heaven! and when | 
relapſe into my former crime, may infamy,— dif- 
cafes, — the contempt of the whole world, — your 
eternal hatred, and every other curſe fall on me” 
Emilia.: * "Then find ſome way, if poſlible, to' 
take me ets trom this place, and conduet 
me late i my own apartment. 788 
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Palamede. * My readineſs to obey you, madam, 

I hope, will prove the integrity of my preſent in- 
.tentions, and be ſome atonement for the paſt; 
« It is my happineſs, to have it in my power to 
_ what you require with much more eaſe than you 


imagine ;— you ſhall no longer, beautiful Emilia, 


4 
« be impoſed upon ;— the coachman, whom we 
« pretended had left us, has only put up at an inn 
* not above forty yards diſtant from this houſe ;— ] 
+ ſuppoſe he may be gone to bed by this time, as we 
« told him we ſhould not return to London till the 
* morning ; but I will ſend and have him rouſed' _ 
He had ſcarce made. an end of ſpeaking theſe 
words, when he rang the bell, and a waiter coming 
_ preſently up, he gave him the neceffary orders for 


tulfilling the promiſe he had juſt given to,Fmili ; 


- on which that young lady, with the utmoſt fatisfaQi- 
on in her voice and eyes, cried out, Po | 
Emilia. * This is truly honourable, indeed,— and 
« worthy of yourſelf _ EE I 0 
Something which that inſtant ſtarted into the mind 
of Palamede, hindered him from making any anſwer, 
or even, perhaps, from hearing what ſhe ſaid ;— 
he rang the bell a ſecond time with all his force, and 
called for pen, ink, and paper, which being brought, 
| he told Emilia that decency and good manners would 
not ſuffer hin to Cepart without taking ſome notice of 
the occafion to Favonius, with whom he had always 
| lived in a perfe& good underſtanding, and therefore 
 Intreated her permiſſion to write a Bo lines to that 
gentleman :— the requeſt was too reaſonable not to 


be complied with, and he ſat down and diQated the 


_ tollowing little epiſtle : 
To Favonivus. 


e My dear friend, | Y 
OR HINGS have happened very different from 
00 what ] was made to expe, in regard to 
« Emilia ;— in fine,— ſhe is not a woman but at 
« argel,—— as ſuch I ſhall always eſteem h 


« think 


ery, and | 


- 


».. 
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« think it my glory to obey every command ſhe is_ 
« pleaſed to lay upon me :— the firſt the has ho- 
« noured me with is to remove her hence, and con- 
« du her to her own apartment, which I am juſt 
4 now about to do.— I have no opportunity to diſ- 
« charge the muſic or the expences of the houſe, ſo 
« beg you will take the whole upon you, and 
« meet me to-morrow evening at Braund's, where _ 
« we will ſup together and ſettle the affair. — Make 
« what compliments and excuſes you ſhall think 
+ proper for me to Coriſca, and believe me, 

Pp +© With the greateſt ſincerity, 
. 44. Dear Favonms,. 
© Xours,  &c.--:-- NE | 
| *« PALAMEDE.” 

While Palamede was thus employed, it alſo came 
into Emilia's head to let Corifca know ſome part of 
the reſentment ſhe had conceived againſt her,— ac-_ 
cordingly ſhe - took another pen out of the ſtandifh and 
exprefled herſelf in theſe terms : "_ 
'To Cornsca. 


\ © Manam, | 


11 HAT the united report of all who know 
«  yow could never have made me. believe, 


** your behaviour this :night has not only convinced 
© me of, butalſo that the tongue' of malice can find 
** nothing wherewtth' to aggravate. your real guilt.— 
Was it not enough, oh moſt ungenerous woman ! 
to fink your own- honour and reputation in eternal. 
infamy, but you mult alſo endeavour to drag. 
others into perdition with you !— Know, to your 
confuſion; that I happily eſcaped the ſnare you 
laid for me, and ſhall reap this benefit by my late 
danger, to avoid the company' of a perſon, whom 
to preſerve an acquaintance with muſt in the-end 
have been the ruin of my charaQter, if not of my 
virtue ; for be atfured, 1 ſhall henceforyward be as 

dE V2 | * caretul 
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«« careful to ſhun your preſence, as ever I was eas 
4 tocome into it.— Here ceaſes all farther inter. 
_ «courſe between us;— may the diſappointment of 
<« your baſe deſigns on me, ſerve as a warning to you, 
** not to attempt the like -on any other, equally inad- 
5+ yertentand uncautious as the © 
fe * Much deceived 
| | | «EMMA 


They had juſt hniſhed, and made up the aboy« 
billets, when the waiter returned, and told Palamede 
that be had, tho” not without ſome dificulty, pre- 
vailed on the coachman to riſe, and that before he 
| left the 1nn he had ſeen him go into the ſtable to 

bring out the horſes. : pee 
_ _ Palamede then gave him the letter he had wrote 
to Fayonius,— faying, _ | | 
 Palamede. * Be ſure to deliver this to the gentle- 
* man who came with us, as ſoon as he ſhall be ftir- 


* ring,— and let him know I ſhall ſend the coach 


_* back in the morning,” | ET a 5 
Emilia alſo put into his hands her epiftle to Co- 
"riſca, with theſe words: _ | | 
Emilia. * And let the lady know I left this for her. 
The fellow replied, that they might depend he 
would be punctual in diſcharging the commillion they 
entruſted him with, and then withdrew. 
__ Finding my Cryſtaline ' Tablets were now  over- 
| Charged, I was obliged to ſhut them up, | fo can re- 
late no farther particulars of what converſation paſſed 
between Palamede and Emilia, during the ſmall time 
| they waited for the coach to carry them away ;— 
and can only fay in general, that the greateſt reſerve 
and diſtance was obſerved on both fides :— Emilia, 
though now perfeQly ſatisfied with the contrition of 
 Palamede, thought it would be imprudent to appear 
too gay ;— and Palamede, fearful to renew her ap- 
_ prehenfions, behaved towards her with all the folem- 
nity of a Chinefe Mandarin. 
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On their going down, they were met at the bot- 
tom of the ſtairs by the woman who kept this ta- 


(ern, or rather brothel ; who uthering in what ſhe had. 
to fay with a low courteſy, told Emilia that the flat- 


tered herſelf with the expeQaation of her ſleeping 
there that night, and hoped nothing difagreeable had 
happened, to occaſion her departure at ſo unſeaſona- 
ble an hour ;— adding, that the thould never for- 
vive herſelf, if any thing in her houſe had cifobliged 


ſo ſweet a young lady. | 


Emilia anſwered this fawning ſpeech only with a 


look of contempt ; but Palamede told her the need 


be under no concern on that ſcore,— the lady had 
no objeQtions to her houſe, but choſe never to ſleep 


out of her own apartment. 


- 


No more was faid,— they went into the coach, 


and I followed on foot ; for 1 had not curioſity enough. 


to make me ſtay the remainder of the night in that 
place, for no other purpoſe than to ſee how Favo- 
nius and Coriſca would behave, on being told that 
Palamede and Emilia were gone, and receiving the 
epiſtles that gentleman and lady had left tor them. _ 

I had a long walk home ; but my Inviſibility fe- 
curing me from the danger of any inſults, and the 


ſatisfaction that roſe in my mind, on the noble con- 


queſt virtue had gained over vice, made the way 
ſeem much leſs tedious. | EASY Tate AL 

A few days after I was info:med, by the report of 
the town, that Palamede made his public addrefles 


to Emilia :— being willing to be better convinced in 
the truth of this matter, I made feveral viſits to Emi- 
lIia's apartment, and found that in fact the tling was 


as I had been told ;— Palamede, who really loved 
Emilia much more than perhaps he was ſenſible of 
hinelf, before this proof the had given him of her 


virtue, got over that obje&tion which the ſcantireſs_ 


of her fortune had before laid in his way ; and Emi- 


Y3 


Ita, who had liked him as much as Corifca had faid 
ſhe did, gave all the encouragement he could with 


t9 his honourable paſſin, 


I 1»ok 
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1 look upon the affair to be now in a manner co- 
cluded on, and that a very ſhort time will conſun- 
mate their mutual wiſhes, —a cataftrophe which! 
_ doubt not but every generous reader will heartily re 
Joe at as wellas mytelf.. een 
| Favonius, who is in reality a man of ftri& honour 
and good principles, though ſomewhat too ſanguine 
in his amours, ſtill continues his intimacy with Pz- 
 lamede, and highly applauds his converſion, in favour 
_ of the fair inſpirer of his honourable flame ;— Coriſc 
| bites her lips whenever the name of Emilia is men- 
tioned, and endeavours all the can to traduce tha 
virtue which the had not the power to deſtroy ; but 
gall ſhe ſays on that ſcore ſerves only to ſhew more 
plainly her own bad heart ; and Emilia, by refrain- 
1ag all converſation with her, has entirely regained 
that eſteem and good opinion which ſhe had well 
_Digh loſt. | | TH gs | 


CHAP. IV. 


Contains the rehearſal of a converſation, which the 
Author accidentally happened to be witneſs of, and 
| looks upon himſelf as bound by an indiſpenſible - 
ligation to make public ; though perfedly conſcims, 
from his obſervations of mankind, that there are « 
wery great many of his readers who will labuur all 


 . « they canto bring theſe pages into diſcredit. 


 CFNNE. whom I ſhall always rank among the num- 
-\ ber of our beſt Engliſh Aythors, tells us inz | 
jultly efteemed poem, that ” 


« Wiſdom is Rtill to floth too great a ſlave, 
« None are fo buſy as the foo] and knave. 


| How widely different are the pitures drawn of 3 
perſon, whoſe prudence makes himact and talk with 
_circuniſpedtion and reſerve ?— How various arc the 
repreſentations made of him ?— He has almoſt as 
many charaQters as there are ſpeakers of him —Y 
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the abundance one hears of him the judgment ts 
diſtrafted, and there is no forming a right idea of 
what he truly 1s. IE eh = 

One can go into no Oy without hearing 
ſome mention made of Lord Honorius, yet one ſhall 
ſeldom find any two people agree in their opinion con- 
cerning him, either as to his abilities or principles, 
whether in religious, moral, or political matters. 

He is no follower of the court, yet does not total-_ 
ly avoid going thither ;— he profeſſes himſelf a mem- 
her of the eſtabliſhed church, yet converſes freely 
with thoſe of different perſuaſions; he liſtens atten-_ 
tively to the arguments urged by perſons of all par- 
ties and all ſets, without offering any of his own, 


or giving his opinion, which are wrong or which are 
"right. | 


For this reaſon all the zealots, both in religion. 
and politics, brand him with lukewarmneſs, and fay 


| he is a man of an uncertain way of thinking, and has 


no ſettled principle of acting. 

| Some few there are who applaud his moderation, 
but many more who look upon it as a piece of low 
cunning, thereby to cover ſome latent deſigns he has 
within his boſom; but of what nature theſe are | 
have heard many warm diiputes about.— Some will 
needs have him in the intereſt of the Pretender, and 
others that he is ſecretly a tool of the Miniftry :— 
ſome have confidently averred that they have ſeen a 
white roſe carried into his houſe on the tenth of June, 
and others that he has worn a yellow waiſtcoat on 
the birth-day of his preſent Majetty ;— as if an inno- 
cent flower, or the colour of a piece of filk, were 
ſufficient tokens to ſhew the wiſhes of the wearer's 
heart. cp ng, OY 
As to his economy in private life, he is not at all 
expenſive in dreſs, equipage, 0r the furniture of his 
houſe, chooſing to appear rather below his rank than 


Inany particular to exceed 1: ;— this is frequently at- 


tributed to his covetoutiets, while more favourable 


Judges ſuppoſe it to be owing to his contempt of the 


modiſh topperies of the age ;— he partakes of all the 
< pleaſuies 
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pleaſures of the town, but never purſues them to 2 
exceſs or with eagerneſs ; — the graver fort of peopl: 
aſcribe this to his diſcretion, and the more gay tg 
want of ſpirit and coldneſs of conſtitution. 

Thus apt are we to form a vain judgment on 
_ things we know nothing of ;— the heart of a mani; 
_ incomprehenſible, unleſs diſcovered by himfelf, in 
ſome glaring proof either of virtue or vice ;— the 
 hrſt he may not have an opportunity to ſet forth in 
any conſpicuous light, and the latter he may have 
artifice and hypocrity enough to gloſs over and con- 
_ ceal.— How impoſſible then 1s it to be certain to 

which of theſe he 1s in reality devoted? Es 
Among the variety of deſcriptions and reports in 
relation to Lord Honorius, I found, notwithſtand- 
| Ing, that it was agreed on by all hands, that though 
he would not ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed upon by 
his tradeſmen, yet he always took care their hills 
 Jthould be paid with the utmoſt exaQtneſs and punc- 
tuality, and that he never dealt with foreigners.— 
Theſe articles, however inſignificant they may ſeem 
to ſome of thoſe who call themſelves the polite world, 
T confeſs, gave me ſuch an idea both of his prudence 
and juſtice, as made me immediately join with thoſe 
who ſpoke the greateſt things 1n his praiſe in other 

reſpects. TE Oy EEG 

But being deſirous of penetrating more deeply into 
the reality of this nobleman's diſpoſition, I refolved | 
_ to try how my Inviſihilityſhip would ſerve that end, | 
and accordingly made a viſit one morning at his houſe. 
1 paſſed through ſeveral neat rooms, the furpiture 
of which was rich, and befitting the dignity and for- 
| tune of the owner ; but had nothing of gaudineſs 1 
it. — At laſt I found the perſon I went to ſeek,— he 
was'in a cloſet within his dreſſing-room, and had a 
book in his hand ;— I was curious to fee what was 
the ſnbje& of his meditations, and looking over his 
ſhoulder perceived it was the poems of our Engliſh 
Pindar, the celebrated Mr. Abraham Cowley ;-— tie 
» UE $59 ES | 
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page he was employed in on my entrance contained, 


among others, theſe lines : 


« Oh fountains! when in you ſhall ; 
« Eas'd of unpeaceful thoughts myſelf efpy! 
« O fields! O woods! when ſhall I be made | 


« The happy tenant of your ſhade! 


© Here's the ſpring-head of pleaſure' $ food, 
«© Where all the riches lie, _ 
« That ſhe has coin'd and ſtamp'd for good, 


To charm the mind as well as eye. 


« Pride and ambition "6% 


« Only in far-fetch'd metaphors appear ; 


- 


+ Here's nought but winds can hurtful murmurs. 


© ſcatter, 
: And nought but echo flatter. 


© The Gods, when they deſcended hither 

* From Heaven, c14 always chooſe their way ; 
« And therefore we may boldly Ys. | 

6 * That i is the way too thither. 


When he came to this part of the poem, be ſtop- 
ped and cried out with the greateft emphaſis, _ 
| Lord Honorius.  * Charming inimitable Cowley ! 


+ — How juſt, how truly Gelicate are all thy noti-_ 


© ons, and how. widely different from thoſe of the age 


©] have the misfortune to hve in! — IF one may 
* form a judgment; as ſure one may, by the writings 


* of ſeventy or eighty years ago, the genius of Bii- 
' tain was far unlike what it appeais at preſent”. 


He had ſcarce finithed this exclaination, when a 


ſervant opened the door and told him that Sir Whimtey 
Brainfick was come to wait upon him ;— on which 


he laid afide the book, and went into the next cham- 


ber to receive his gueſt. _ 
Afﬀerigiving and returning the cuboinary <llutati- 


ons of the morning, and having ſeated themſelves, 


the A. dialogue enſued between them. 
- Lord 
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or a riband.” 


 Tord Honorius. * "Tis a wonder to ſee you dreſy 


and abroad thus early, Sir Whimfey ;—T think 
you are commonly in your firſt ſleep after this 


time. | 


Sir Whimſey Brainfick, * Ay, my Lord, hut 
pleaſure muit on ſome occaſions give way to by- 
lineſs ;—I have vaſt affairs upon my hands at pre- 
ſent ;—I only ſnatched a moment to take leaye of 


your Lordſhip, and two hours hence ſhall et out 


tor the country.” 


| Lord Honorius, * On your eleion I ſuppoſe * 


Sir Whimſey Brainfick. * No, no,-—my Lord 
Triffli Trafttt has fecured me a borough without my 
taking the trouble of ever going near it ;—my buj- 
neſs at preſent is down at **###*, where I have a 
conſiderable eſtate, and, I believe, a pretty good 


Intereſt; and I have engaged myſelf to ftrain both, 


as far as they will go, in favour of Sir Crafty 
CO THY 
Lord Honorius. © Sir Crafty Shallowbuggen !— 
What then has Mr. Worthy, the preſent member, 
declined ftanding Y Eo rotors hn 
Sir Whimſey Brainfick. * No, no, my Lord, 
he has not declined ; but we are reſolved to have 
him out at any rate. FOOT TAY: 5 


' Lord Honerius. © I would not have you deceive 


yourſelf, Sir Whimſey,—Mr. Worthy is a gentle- 
man who I am told is highly eſteemed by his con- 


ſtituents, and you may be at'a great ideal of ex- 


E—--4 


_ pence to:oppole him to no purpole.” ' ». | 


Sir Whimſey Brainfick. * As: to the expence, | 
don't douht but it will be made up to me ſome way 
or other ;—I have my eye upan a place ; and, | 
can tell you, am as good as promiſed either that 


\ . Lord Honerius. * "The charaQter L have heard of 


Mr, Worthy, makes. me ſorry ſo powerful an opps* 
fition ſhould be ſet on foot againſt him.” 


| Sir Whimſey Brainfich. + He has been ſtubborn, 
* my Lord, very ſtubborn, —has voted againft the 
+ Jew and Clandeſtine Marriage Bills ;—and 1t 1s not 


« ft 
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' fit the Miniſtry ſhould be affronted. —Your Lord- 
' ſhip, I ſuppoſe, is a friend to the Miniſtry.” 
Lord Honorius, * Sir, | never gave any man rea- 
« ſon to believe I was the contrary.” 7 
Sir Whimſey Brainfick. * No, no,-—Your Lord- 
© ſhip is too wiſe ;— thoſe who are friends to the 
« Miniſtry are friends to themſelyes ;—for. my own 
« part, if it were not to oblige them |} wouid yot 
« give two pence who had the eleCtion at #**#**#, 
© or any where elfe—But I muſt beg your lordihip's 
* pardon, —I have a thouſand things to diſpatch, and 
* would not be waited for by four or five gentlemen 
' who accompany me on the ſame expedition, —ſo 
© your Lo:dſhip's moſt obedient.” : NT ag 
Lord Honorius. * Yours, Sir Whimſey,—I with 
* you a good journey. _ | et Dk 
With theſe words they parted —Lord Honorins | 
ſaw him to the top of the ftair-caſe, and then turned 
back to his cloſer, ſaying to himſelf as he went, 
Lord Honorius, © What a wild world is this !— 
' How do men toil to bring infamy on themſelves, 
* and entail certain ruin on their poſterity P Eb 
| As1 thought, by the little ſample I had ſeen, that | 
it was now in my power to make a better judg- 
ment of the ſentiments of this nobleman than by all_ 
| had heard from others, I was following Sir Whim- | 
fey Brainſick down ſtairs; but on hearing ſome de- 
bate between a plain honeſt-looking countryman and 
a ſpruce footman, who, as I found afterwards, had 
been but lately taken into my Lord's ſervice, I ſtop- 
ped ſhort to liſten to the occaſion. SRP roras” | 
1 ſoon perceived that the countryman was deſirous 
of ſpeaking to kis Lordſhip, and the fellow, judging 
by appearances, thought it too great a preſumf- | 
won, and would fain have turned him from the door ; 
but the ruſtic was not ſo eaſily repulſed as the other 
bad imagined ;—the firſt words I could hear diſtin&tly 
were as follow : Ry On 
Footman. * TI tell you, friend, I know not whether 
iy Lord is at home or not ;—or if he is, whether 
' te pleaſes to be viſible ;—but if you let me ban 
| * what 
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© what buſineſs you have with him, and from whom 
* you came, I will take care his lordthip ſhall be 
< informed, and you / -may have your anſwer &o- 
© morrow.' 
Countryman. * Goodlack, Mr. Skip- jack, who 
are you ?—my Lord 1s not uſed to have ſuch mala- 
pert fellows about him :—but if 1 muſt not ſee my 
Lord, pray let me ſpeak to Mr. Downright, the 
on that drefſes and waits upon him, he 
nows me well enough, and will give me a better 
an\wer.” 
The footman then vouchfafed to call the vat 
he mentioned, and the countryman had the fatisfac- 
ticn to find himſelf well received, —Mr. Downright 


_ thook him cordially by the hand —told him he was 


glid to fee him in London, and aſked him what 
buſineſs had brought him hither ;—10 which the 
other replied, _ 
. Countryman. * In good troth I did not come upon 
« pleaſure,—] have | buſineſs, —very great bulineſ 
« with my Lord, and would fain ſpeak to him,—if 


_ © fo be I may have liberty to come into his preſence, 
© as you know, Mr. Downright, | have done many a 


* good time in the country : —but that Mr. Fiaikin 


© there, with his pig-tail wig, ſtands as it were like | 


* a mud-wall to keep every body off the houſe.” 
Mr. Downright. * Oh: he did not know you, 
© Mr. Goodacre ; and beſides, he has lived in fami- 


| © lies where nobody without a coach or chair are 


© admitted ;—but I will acquaint my Lord you are 
© here, —he is alone, and I am ſure will ſee you.” 

Country man. * Thank you, Mr. Downright ; 
< it is well there are ſome civil people in this ſame 
* town.” 

Mr. Downright then went on his meſſage. ——— the 
foorman looked very itheepith and ſneaked away, 
while the countryman fſtrutted about the hall as great 
as an emp«ror, *till the valet returned and defired 


him to walk up. 


As I took Mr. Goodacre for one of my Loid's 


tenants, and imagined he was only come 0n the 
ſcoIc 


—_ 
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ſcore of renewing a leaſe, or ſome other country 


affairs relating to himſelf, which I had no manner of 


curioſity to pry into, I was in ſome debate within. 
myſelf, whether T ſhould: ſtay or go direQtly out of 
the houſe, the door being then open ; but a certain. 
impulſe, the meaning of which I cannot account 
for, ſwayed me to purſue my firſt thought, and TI 
turned back and accompanied him into the preſence 
of my Lord, from whom he met with a reception 
not commonly given by perſons of quality to a man 
of his plain appearance, except on particular occa- 
ſions. | OE 
His Lordſhip made him fit down in a chair very 
near himſelf, and with a ſmiling countenance, and the 
createſt affability in his voice and air, told him he 
was glad to ſee him look fo well and hearty,—that 
he hoped his wite and family enjoyed. the fame ſhare 
of good health,—and then aſked what buſineſs had 
brought him up to London :—to the former part of 
theſe obliging ſpeeches he only anſwered with teveral 
low bows ; but to the latter replied in theſe terms: 
Mr. Goodacre. * Why, my Lord, your Lordthip 
* knows we are going to have a new Parliament, — 
* and belike there will be a great buftle all over the 
* kingdom about Elettions ; — and no wonder if 
there be ;—every one makes us ſuch fair promiſes 
when they come to aſk us for our votes, that 'tis 
a hard matter to know which we can moſt depend 
upon ;—we have been ſerved baſely, very baſely, 
' by ſome of our repreſentatives, —and it behoves us 
* to be very cautious for the future.' : 
Lord Honorius, * Very true, Mr. Goodacre, it 
ber ſo indeed, —and Þ hope the nation will think 
LD Le $6 ORCTOLINY LG, INS BE: 
Mr. Goodacre. ''* Now as'to our borough, —no_ 
man could make finer ſpeeches to us, or pretend 
' he had our intereſt more at heart, than *Squire 
' Earnly, before he was choſen, yet he no ſooner. 
' £ot into the houſe than he thewed he did not care 
' 2 ſtraw for us, —laughed at all our petitions and 
es | * remonttrances, 


6 


( 


( 


| © you hear who intends to © 
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* remonſtrances, and I am told, made a merit of i: 

to the Miniſtry,” | E LET Ln 
Lord Honorius, © Tam afraid there are too man 
* who have done ſo.—Does the fame gentlenian {{ 
* up again ?? ITN | 
| Mr. Goodacre. * No, my lord, he would haye 
no chance for it if he did,—we know him too 
* well, he ſecs that well enough, ;—but ”tis thought, 


La 


© however, that he will get in for ſome. place or 
:* other,” - TROY. | 


more likely.—But d 
r bunſelf in his ſtead?” 

Mir. Goodacre. * Yes, my Lord, great intere{ | 
© 1s already making for one Capt. Salhbright ;—he iz 


_ Lord Homor ius. - Netnug 


* as fine a perſon, indeed, as the ſun ſhines upon ;-— 


© but we know nothing of him :—he is recommended 
* by Sir Courtly Jobber,—kas brought a power of | 
* money down with him ;— they went together ia Sir 
* Courtley's coach to ##*#**#* tair,— bought a great 


* many things, and gave them to every body about 


* them ;—guineas and broad pieces fly about like 


\ © hail ;—any one, almoſt, may have ſome for pick- 


7 OA 
Lord Honorius, © So then he may. eaſily carry !t, 
© I ſuppoſe 7 | ts SEP Woes 

Mr. Goodacre, * 1 cannot tell that, my Lord, 
* there was a numerous meeting at the Roe about 
* a fortnight ago, and *Syquire Wellwood of the 
* Green was put in nomination, —his family has been 
* ſettled for a long time at ®****#*#®, he Jives mol! 
* part in the country,--does a great deal of goou | 


'* among the poor, and is mainly beloved.” 


Lord Honorius, * 1 know him, Mr. Goodacre— 
« he is cerrainly a very worthy gentleman” - 

Mr. Guudacre, * Ay, my Lord, he would have 
* it all to nothing, if it was not for one conſKvere- 
« tion.” COT mY | 

Lord Honorius, * What 1s that 7 

Mr. Goodacre, * The Captain has promiſed, that 


© if he gets his cle&ion he will procure an AQ 0! 


« Parliament 


5 
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Parliament for a new Road to be cut, at the Go- 


[ 


- 


- - 


Lad 


, 


Lag 


vernment's expence, from **** tg *#**, which your 


Lordihip knows would be a great advantage to 


our market.” 
Lird Honorius. © A very great one, indeed.” 


Ir. Goodacre, * Ay, my Lord, if we were ſure _ 


it would be done ;—but there lies the query. 


Some people will promiſe any thing to gain their 
point, and never think of it afterwards. — We all _ 
know *'Squire Wellwood to be a noble gentleman, 
—and' ſo may Capt. Sathbright too,—he may or. 


he may not. —Now we are ſtrangely divided in our 


opinions, whether we ought to leave the certain 


good for the uncertain better,—and have at length 
reſolved to be decided by your Lordſhip.” 


Iird Eonorius, * I have always thought, Mr. D 


Goodacre, that to meddle in theſe things would 
prove me deſerving neither of the one. nor the 
other of the epithets you give me ,—every elec- 


tor ought to give his vete accordiuy to the diftates | 


of his conſcience, and not tuffer hintelt to be iwayed 
by any intereſt or motive whatever; and for a no- 
bleman or other perſon of diftin&tion, to attempt, 


either by menaces or Cajolings, to make them aQ | 


to the contrary, appears to me to be the moſt 
groſs encroachment on liberty that can be offered.” 

Ir. Goodacre. * But here the caſe 1s widely cGit- 
terent, wy Lord.” 

Lord Honorius. * 1 grant it is—You defire m 

auvice as a friend, —not ſubmit to be governed by 
me #5 4 director ;—it would thereto:e be ungene- 
ous, ind even cruel, in me to ſuffer you '9 be 
delucc iy falſe pretences, when 1t is 1o eailly in 


my pywer t-put you upon your guard againſt 
__ -—In 1c fiſt place, you ought to conſider 


that Capt. Saſhb: ight, whatever his charaQter may 
0:nerwitc be, 1s an officer in the army,—and as 
ſuch it is his inte) ell to promote the continuance 
of a fiarding army, and conſequently of thoſe taxes 
which are neceffary tor the ſupport of it.—In the 
iecond, Sir Courtly Jobber, who It ſeems is the 


* perſon 
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- the money he ſo plent 


perſon who recommends him, has for a long time, 
to my certain knowledge, been an agent for the 


 minifkry, and 1s indebted for his title, and the hef 


part of the eſtate he 1s in poſſeſſion of, merely tg 
the good ſervices he has rendered them.” 


| Mr. Goodacre, * Ay marry, —theſe things are 


worth thinking of indeed :—fo I ſuppoſe, my Lord, 


ifully throws about 1s none of 
his own ?” : 


Lord Homorius. * Not a doit, —he will be rein- 
 burs'd with intereſt.” | | CIT | 
Mr. Goodacre. * And yet I know' not, my Lord, 


but there may be ſome among us fooliſh enough 
to be inveigled by this bait. —Alackaday !—we 
country people are ignorant of ſuch prattices ;— 
we little think what the great folks in town are 
doing, and a many there are that would not believe 


a word of it without good authority.—Oh I wiſh 


your Lordſhip were down at Eggum-hall at this 


critical juncture.” | 
Lord Honorius., © | will be there, Mr. Goodacre, 


in ſpite of the averſion I have always had to appear 
.at elections, or to diſtingutth myſelf on any occaftion; | 


my love to the place which gave me birth, and 
good will to my countrymen, thall overbalance al] 
other conſiderations ; } will do all I can to 


ſtrengthen the weak 'eyes which are in danger of 
being dazzled with Sir Courtley's gold, and ſhew 
them the falſe luſtre of his fleeting promiſes.” 
Mr. Goodacre. ©* Heavens bleſs your Lordſhip !— 
a noble reſolution.” NO OS Cm nos Ty 


Lord Honorius, * When do you return, Mr. 


 Goodacre.” 


Mr. Goodacre. * I ſhall lie but this one night in 
town, my Lord, and ſet out betime to-morrow 
morning.” —___ Fn x. 
Lord Honorius, *© I will not be two days behind 


© you ;—in the mean time you may tell them what | 


-fay.” 


Mr. Gudacre. * Tt will be joyful news to ſome: 


'T hcre 
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There paſſed no farther converſation between them, 
the honeſt countryman roſe up to take his leave, full 

of tranſport at the fucceſs of his negotiation ; but. 
Lord Honorius wouid not permit him to depart till 
he had rung the bell for Mr. Downright, and given 
orders that he ſhould be made welcome with the 
beſt entertainment the houſe afforded ;—1I left him 
to accept the invitation, and returned to my apart- 
ment, well fatisfied in my mind, that I was now en- | 
abled to form a right judgment of this nobleman's 
principles and -difpoſition. == | 


CHAP. 


Preſents the reader with the detail of a very remark» 
able incident, which, 1 believe, if conſidered with 
a due attention, there are but few people, eſpecially 
of the Fair Sex, who will not find themſetves en- 

_ abled to-become better members of ſociety by having 
teruſed. | . 7 | b--£ @ 


"A Certain ſacred writer tells us, that the tongue 
is an unruly member, and preaches much 
concerning the government of it ,—butr I dare not 
preſume to inſiſt too nuch on his authority, as he 
was been, with . other of his cotemporaries, pretty 
much exploded for almoſt half a century; and I 
might be looked upon, by my polite readers, as 2 
rery odd-faſhioned filly fellow to make any mention 
of him. > | | 
But I may venture, without running the riſque of 
being read with a horſe-laugh, to quote the words of 
another very great and learned perſon of a more 
modern date, who fays,—that the tongue is the 
moſt dangerous of all weapons ;—that it is capable 
of deftroying all peace, all love, all harmony in the 
world ;>— of ſowing difſentions among families ; of 
c\uniting the hearts of the deareſt friends and rela- 
tons; of ruining the reputation and fortune of 
whomfoever it is levelled againſt; and that eyen 
| inurders 
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murders and the worſt of miſchiefs may be occaſioned 
by it. Fa ed af gay et, 5 eps þ 
"That the tongue, when it becomes the inſtrument 
of a malicious heart, carries a thouſand daggers in 
it, is a truth which . the obſervation of every one 
evinces —But this is not aJl, —public abuſe or private 
ſcandal, defamation and detraGtion, are not the only 
| vices of the tongue,—an unguarded word is 'fre- 
quently productive of the moſt unhappy conſe- 
quences—it wounds, as it were, by chance medley, 
and a perſon may be ſtabbed in the moſt tender part 
without any intention in the giver of the blow. 


A talkative diſpoſition, or, in other words, a paſ- | 


ſion for repeating every thing one ſees and hears, vr 
even gueſſes at, 1s extremely dangerous to ſociety; 
and though it is a foible proceeding rather from levity 
than il]-nature, ſometimes produces the ſame effects; 
thoſe guilty of it, perhaps, may mean no hurt ;— 
but, alas! they conlider not how far the perſon to 
_ whom they are ſpeaking may be intereſted in the re- 
port they make, and that what they imagine of xo 
moment may ftab-him to the quick.  _ 
_ Nothing is more common than for people to hurt 
thus at random, and by their raſhnefſs to occaſion 
accidents, which if they foreſaw they would be mol 
careful to prevent,—as a poet of the preſent age em- 
phatically enough expreſſes 1 : a ity 

© Thinking to ſhoot my arrow o'er the houſe, 

* I have kill'd my brother.” BN 3 48 


\ But this inadvertency, as gieat a weakneſs as il 
doubtleſs is, has in it ſomewhat yet mote excu{cable 
than to reveal a ſecret, which we are conſcious mull 
give the hearer pain.--I confeſs that this is fome- 
times done through good-will ; but then it is a vel} 
miſtaken good-will in many cafes.—--If I know 34 
_ perſon ſuſtaius an injury, and has it in his power t0 
redreſs the grievance, it is certainly my duty to ac: 
- quaint him with it ; but when the evil is without 2 

Hy BE Le Onan | | remedy 
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remedy, it is infinitely more kind to ſuffer him to re- 
main in Ignorance. |. | 


To be well deceived, is almoſt equal to not being 


deceived at all, —— our happineſs coafiſts in the ima- 


gination of it; and if we frmly believe ourſelves 
poſſeſſed of what we wiſh, it is the ſame thing as 
being ſo in reality :—How cruel is it then for any 


one to draw back the friendly curtain that hides ill 
fortune from us, and compel us to behold our wretch- 


edneſs! _ | 


Every one who is thus unhappily undeceived may 


cry out with Bellamira in the play, 


| —— * Ah, cruel friend! 
Why did'it thou wake me from my dream of bliſs ! 

« Why bring me from that ſcene of fancied joys, 

* To one of real anguith, horror and defpair ! 


Many untappy inſtances of theſe well-meant ill offices 


have come to my knowledge fince I was in poſſeflion 
of the Gift of Inviſibility ; —but I ſhall recite only 


one of them, which, as it 1s a very late tranſaQion, 
and but few people know the real truth of, is at 
preſent a matter of much ſpeculation among thoſe 
who are any way acquainted with the parties con- 
cerned. or have even heard their names. Ss 

| Meroveus and Deidamia were an extreme happy 


pair; the railers againſt marriage could had nothing. 
in the conduct of either of thein to countenance any | 


farcaſms on that ſtate ;—the moſt render affeQion 


had been the chief, if not the fole motive of the. 
union between them ; and the ſecure and uninter-. 


rupted poſſetlion of each other, inſtead of diminiſhing, 
leemed rather to increaſe their mutual ardour, and 
the firſt bridal fondneſs appeared in their behaviour 
ater having ſerved a more than ſeven years appren- 
ticeſhip to Een, i | : 

Yet, how on a ſudden have we ſeen all tkis ſweet 
ſerenity turned into ſtorms and tempeſts ?—Meroveus 


and Deidamia, who it was thought could not have 
lived 
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lived a fingle week out of each other's preſence, ar Ml « 

| now parted, —according to all probability, —parteg ; 
 ——to meet no more in love. OT 

Beſides the many great accompliſhments which 


Juſtifed the affection they fo long had towards each 6 
Other, both of them were accounted perſons cf an 


excellent uncerftanding and fſojid ſenſe, —nothin 
" therefore could have n:ore amazed the world thay . 
_ that they ſhould come to this open rupture, eyen ; 
though ſome little cauſe of complaint had happened 
either on the one {de or the other. 5 
An event ſo ſtrange, fo little dreamed of, put al 
conjecture to a ſtand ;—people pretended not even 


; to gueſs what ſhould be the occaſion, much lets to 
| unravel fo great a myſtery,—the accomplithment of 
that work was reſerved by fate for the Inviſible Spy 
| alone. = DE Rs S | | 
L The manner in which I made this diſcovery, I thal 
' relate as conciſely, as the converfation which let ne 
into It will admit of. | 


As I was one day taking a folitary walk on Confii- Ml * 
tution-Hill, I faw Deidamia leaning on the arm of AJ 
Eutrac1a, a lady of birth and fortune, who had been 
bred up with her at the boarcing-{chool, and. eyer P 
ſince been her moft intimate friend and companion ; | 
| —juit as they approached the place where I was, FT 
{ the following dialogue tegan between them : 
|  Deidamia. * Now tor the {ecret you have to tell (, 
© we ;——methinks I have a more than ordinary impa- F 
« tience to hear It, and we cannot be more retired, = 
© no living ſoul is near us, and there is no danger of MW «| 
_* any one coming to interrupt our difcourie, as all «| 
* the world are In the Mall” | : F 


Eutracia. * I will riot keep you long 1n ſuſpence, 

* my dear ;—but firſt you muſt anſwer two or three 
* queſtions I have to aſk you, and then reſolve to 
« arm yourſelf with all the fortitude you are miſtrek 
* of not to be too much ſhocked at what I ſhall re- 
* late. Tee Seat LO 
Deidamia. * T cannot conceive that there 1s an 
thing, which either you or any one elfe can tel 
" My 
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' © me, capable of giving me a ſhock. -- But pray, 


LY 


what is It you would know from me ?”. | 
Futracia, © The town looks upon you as one of 
the moſt happy women in it, — 1s 1t true that you 
are really fo ?” On ne op | 
Deidamia. * Indeed, my dear, I think myſelf fo ; 
and if IT would labour . to be more blefſed, know 
not how to form a ſingle wiſh beyond what I 
or OE I BEER CS Et 
Eutracia, © There are many private cauſes of gif- 
quiet, —which prudence obliges us to conceal. 
—Are you thoroughly convinced of the affection 
WC nRF ESI inn | 
Deidaziia, * I never had the leaſt cauſe to doubt 
* jt; and the tenderneſs I have for hun is fo fincere 
and delicate, as | think would make me eaſily per- 
ceive a want of it in him.—Put wherefore co you 
* aſk ;—you cannot have any reaſon to ſuſpect hi; 
Futracia. * Ah., poor Deidamia !” | 
Deidamia, * Why do you figh, and look fo pites, 
ouſly upon me ?—Some wretch has certainly belied 
Meroveus to you.” ; IG A 
Eutracia, * No ;—but one more interrcgator 
and I have done.—Does he never abjcut himſelf 
* without Tetting you know where be goes ?—never 
lie out- of his own houſe ? | | 
Deidamia. * Very {clJom, and that but lately j— 
an intimate friend of his niakes his addreſſes w a 
young lady at Hammerſwmih, —he frequently cefires 
my huſband's company with him, aid they fowe- 
times ſtay all night, when having tupped there, it 
is dangerous to return to London, as the reacts are 
now infeſted.” CONE OT is 
| Eutracia. * How eaſy is it to deceive the inno- 
cent, — Meroveus is a villain.” EY 
Deidamia. * How, Vutract ! m—a villain! —— 
Had any other called him fo, my reſentment ſhould 
have ſhewn how much | deſpiſe fo baſe an accu- 
fation.” wh LENS To IN 
Eutracia. * Alas !—tis your own love and ho- 
* nOur makes you fo tenacious of his, but he is 
| ho L' 2: 2 6. .Yalle. 
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'* falſe in both ;—and I again repeat the name,—he 
* is a villain, and will put it in your own power tg 
« prove him ſo by the teſtimony of your own eyes 
© and ears,—provided you promiſe to give him ng 


* previous hints that you have diſcovered, or even | 


* iuſpect his perfidy.” | | 
Deidamia, * But how !—how, Eutracia, is he » 
m,n. ed 
_ - Futracia. * He keeps a miſtreſs, ſome common 
* wench no doubt ; but he adores. —doats on her,— 
« pretends himſelf her huſband, and thoſe nights 
_ * when you imagine him at Hammerſmith, he paiſes 
« with her. PE | j | 
The tender Deidamia was now ſo overcome at 


theſe words, that her ſpirits quite forſook her, and 


| the muſt certainly have fallen on the earth, if they 
had not happened to be very near a bench at the 
lower end of the walk, where Eutracia placed her; 
— the keeper of the gate perceiving her condition, 
was ſo humane as to run and fetch ſome water, 
- which being ſprinkled on her face ſoon brought her 
to herſelf, — Eutracia, on ſeeing her fair friend thus 
| agitated, ſeemed, and I believe really was, very 
much concerned at what ſhe had done ; for ſhe could 
not reſtrain ſome tears from falling down her eyes 
' while the expreſſed herſelf in theſe terms: _ 
Eutracia. * My deareft Deidamia, if T had not 
\ © thought you would have received this intelligence 
« with more moderation, you ſhould have been for 
4. over Wnonnr e3C EGEEGESESES. 

The afflited lady made no reply to theſe words, 
but in a few minutes growing ſomewhat more com- 
' poſed, quitted the bench, and leaning on Eutracia, 
the converſation was renewed in this manners 

| Deidamia, * Oh, Eutracia! little! are you capa- 
ble of conceiving the agonies this poor diſtradted 
bleeding heart ſuſtains !——yet I muſt knoy all. 
— Tell me by what means you got information of 
this horrid ſecret, and how you are aſſured of 1ts 


veracity !” 


) «a © «a «a 


Eutraciu. 
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Futracia. * It was not my intention to conceal 

' any part of it ;—but you muſt detecinine to liſten 

© with calmneſs to me.” pt FE 
Deidamia. * I will. | 


 Eutracia, * Well then,—T will tell you all — 


? ] believe you know Mrs. Flounceit, my mantua- 
© maker.” x on gl gs 
Deidamia. * | ſaw her once ;—you may remem- 
* ber I was with you when ſhe brought home your 
ET. FE PT Ie OT 
Futracia. © That woman, you muſt know, has _ 
© an intereſt with ſome foreign merchants, and- can 
* frequently eblige her cuſtomers with ſome curious | 
* things which are prohibited to be ſold in public ;— 
jhe came laſt Monday, and acquainted me that ſhe 
had ſeveral patterns of the moſt beautiful chints 
that ever were feen ;—I went the next morning in 
orcer to fee them, and was carried into a back 
parlour for the ſake of privacy ; as I was looking 
over the goods 1 heard a man call from the top of 
the ſtair-caſe to know if the coach was come; |. 
thought myſelf perfeQly acquainted with the voice, 
* though I could not juſt then recolleQt whoſe it. 
was; but preſently after ſaw Meroveus lead a 
woman croſs the garden, at the lower end of which 
there is a lictle door that opens into another ſtreet ; 
a pebble or ſome ſuch thing, happening to lie in 
the walk, ſhe ſtumbled in paſſing, on which he 
cried out with the preateft tenderneſs, —** I hope 
** you are not hurt, my love !*—** No, replied ſhe 
© briſkly,—not at all, I cannot receive any prejudice 
* when 'my guardian angel is ſo near,”—* I was fo 
| aſtoruſhed at what I ſaw and heard, that I had not 
_ power to ſpeak. *till Mrs. Flounceit ſeeing me look 
earneſtly after them, told me they were her lodgers ; 
, —that they were lately married ; but ſome reaſons. 
oblizing them to keep it private, they met each 
* 0ther there only once or twice a week ;\—* So, faid 
- the, I have very little trouble with the, and they 
* Pay me a good rent.” —** But are you ſure, cried 
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kt hat they are man and wife ?—It way be an 
*© intrigue.” —* No, aniwered ſhe, they were re. 
«commenced to me by a gentleman who {or 
* merly lodged wiIih me himtelt, one Sir Dayid 
_ Townly. AO 
" Deidanmia, © Oh heavens !—Sir David Townly! 
* —Why he is the very perfon my lwuſband pre cf 
* he gors with to Hammerimith.” 

Fuiracia. * Tis likely he may be kis confidant iN 
* this amovr.” 

Deiclom mia. *.Yet: Fill 1 TIE not how: to thick 
* It real, —one man may be like another.—Are yy 
* certain It was Meroveus waem you frw 2 
Eutracia. * As cerizin i5 that 1t is P<!damia to 
whom | am talk Ing. Did he not lie abroad laf 
* Monday night 7 p? | | 

Deidamia, * He Gd.” | 

Eutracia. * And had he rot on a Gai Fu brown 
© velvet ccat and a black walltcoat trimmed with 
« bugles 7 

Deidamia. * He had. —Oh I can no ionger ſhut 
© my eyes againſt conviction != the dreadful ruth & 
« too glaring to be refiſted, and I ſee myfclf the moil 
* miſerable of women } | 

Eutracia, © Do not think fo, —rather exert the 
* ſpirit of an injured wife, —cete& him in his guilt, 
« ſhame him to repentance, and make him ſue for 
* pardon.” 

Deidamia. « Oh that ſuch love as Ours has been 
© ſhould come to this!” 

Futracia, * All yet may be retrievcd ; ;—Jour jul 
* Teproaches may wake him loath his paſt iollies 
* ard beccme more yours than if he ncver had 
« tranfpreſſed ;—the nexc time he takes his pret tended 
c Journey to Hammerſmith let me know It. | 

Deidumia, * He 18 gone thither now ;—juſt be- 
* fore you came to call me to the Park he told me 
« dir Lang had engaged his company, and he be- 
© Heved he ſhould not return Ul morning, 

Futracia, © Well then he ſhail be mer, my dear 


. Peidami 4, he ſhall be 1 met by thoie he leaſt expect: 
| C (0 


Ra 


owns OS crocs «SS Ya 


< 


« qccaſion.? 


Le 


or dcfires to ſee ;—1I wil! take you in the morning 


«to Mrs. Flounceit's, under pretence of bringing _ 


her a new cuſtomer ;—there you will have the ſame 
opportunity | had of aiſcovering your huſband's 
« guilt, and may aCt as you ſhall judge proper on the 


= 


Deidamia, © How ſhall I contain myſelf !—baſe 
« —baſe man !—crnel deceiver of my fond, my un- 
« ſuſpetting heart !—How, bear the fight of that 
vile ſhe ! —that iniamous deluder of his honour ! 
+ —that curſed ſhe who has robbed me of the 
© only treaſure 1 valued upon earth, my kufband's 
love !' De don wa > 
Here ſhe burſt into the moſt vehement exclama- 
tions ; but my Chrifitaline Remembrancer being al- 
ready overcharged, I can only fay that her behaviour 
verified the words of Mr, Nat, Lee, who in his de- 


ſcription he gives of the paſſions of womankind in 


general, has theſe lines : 


* They ſhrink at thunder, dread the ruflling wind, 
© And glitt'ring ſwords the brighteſt eyes will blind ;. 


' Yet when firong jealouſy enflames the ſoul, 
' The weak will rage, and calms to tempeſts roll.” 


The la@ies continued their walk t1!! Phobus be- 


ginning to withdraw his beams they both thought 


proper to retire from the approaching dews. 
utracia, juſtly apprehending the agitations of her 


friend would become more violent, it left alone and 
at liberty to indulge them, offered to be her com-_ 
_ panion that night, which the other glacly accepted, 


and I ſaw them take coach together for Deidamia's 
nouſe, —after which I went home. | 
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CHA P VI 


Which, accordirg to the Author" s epinion, flands i inn 
- need of a prelude, as it contains only the ſequel of an 
adventure too interefting to all degrees of people net 
to we mand the attention of every reader. 


WAS truly concerned at the injuſtice which! 
perceived poor Deidamia ſuſtained, and but litile 
pleaſed with Eutracia, elther for the informarion ſhe 
had given her of it, or for adviſing her to dete& 


 Merovcus in the manner concerted between them; 


—indecd, I feared that the conſequences of ſuch an 
intervicw would be ory to make the huſband become 
more hardened in his guilr, and her —— Increaſe 


| by finding her reſcntment diſtegarded. 


Few men can bear reproofs, much leſs reproaches; 
---if ever they quit a darling folly the reformation 
muſt come of themſclves :—1t muſt proceed from a 


conſciouſneſs they have Cone amiſs, not from being 


told fo by others ;—there is a pride in human natwe 


- which a[{lains zdmonition, and makes us perk i in 


error, which, if not taken notice of, perhaps in time 


we might diſcover to be ſuch, por aſhamed of, and 


amend. 
Befices, remor.ſ1znces from a perſon whom we 
look vpon as any way our inferior, either in point of 


underftanging or circumſtar.ces, will be fo far from 


having any weight, that they will rather add to our 


_ conten}pt, ard, It may be, raife in us an utter aver- 


ſign 10 ihe piver -— Cuſtom has made the huſband {0 
nivch the  __w of the wife, that tenacious ot his 


authority, it 1s but ſeldom that he ſubmits to be in- 


fluenced by her in matters of much leſs moment to 
him than his pleaſures. 

Indeed, when 2 woman is wronged in the manner 
Deide 2 nmia Was, it mult be confeiled that the ſhock 
'is greaily try!ng, and that ſhe has the ſtrongelt reaſon 
19; complaining ;— yet will the ſtill 6nd it moſt pit- 
dent iQ forbear ;—love and gentleneſs are the only 
| | weapon 
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weapons by which that ſex can hope to conquer, 
and the who attempts to have recourſe to any other 
only hurts berſelf. By ſeeming not to ſuſpeQ her 
huſband's vices, the will at leaſt, oblige him to keep 
them as Private as he can, and alſo to treat her 
with all the reſpet due to her charaQter and the 
ſacred union between them ; whereas by growing 
clamorous and impatient ſhe furniſhes him with a_ 
pretence to uſe her ill, and turns the indifference he 
before had for her into hatred and deteftation. | 

One of our beft Poets has an obſervation on tE13 
head, which, I think, 1s very well worthy of the ſerious 
attention of all who are either injured in reality, or 
imagine themſelves to be ſo, yet find it their intereſt 
to- preſerve an amicable corretpondence with the per- 
ſon guilty of the injury ; as it 1s certain that no man_ 
deteCted in the thing which he wiſhes to conceal can 
ever love the perſon by whom he is deteQted. — The 


words.of the author I mentioned are theſe : 


(Forgiveneſs to the injur'd does belong;  _ 
© But they ne'er pardon who have done the wrong.” 


Theſe refleQions, together with my impatience to 
ſee how Deidamia would ſupport the tull conviRtion 
of her huſband's falſehood, ſo much took up my 
mind, that it was a conſiderable time before I remen- 
bered how great an impediment lay between we 
and the gratification of my curiofity.—Mrs. Flour - 


ceit's houſe was to be the ſcene of aQtion, and the _ 


ladies, during their whole converſation, -had mace 
no mention in what ſtreet, nor even in what quarter 
of the town, that woman lived :—however, as f 
ſuppoſed her to be a noted woman in her buſineſs, I 
hoped to get over this difficulty, and did fo, by 
ſending an emiffary to enquire among the mercets, 
hoop-petticoat-makers, and other ſuch people who 
xe employed in the equipments of the ladies, and 1 
went not to bed without receiving the direCtion L 
ſtood in need of. op SE Hoe 
beg. As 


> 
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Of As 1 knew not the hour in which Merovyeus an; 
the partner of his looſer pleaſures would be Prepar- 

* ing to depart, nor that in which Deidamia would he 
conducted by Eutracia to behold this proof of her 
misfortune, I took care to go .very early to Mrs 
Flounceit's, and was obliged to wait a conficerahle 
time before the door happened to be opened to let 
any one paſs in or out ;—at Jalt, however, it was 
fo,—I got an opportunity to enter,—went into the 
b-ck parlour, and poſted myſelf in that corner of it 
which I thought would be the ſafeſt and moſt con. 
 modtous | 3s 

My patience was not here put to any long tri], 
—the ladies arrived a few minutes af.er 1 cam, 
uſhered into the room by Mrs. Flounceit, who 
placed them on a feitee with a preat deal of for- 
mal complaiiance, and then made fome apologies, 
as many people Go when they are defied as well a; 
they can be, for being 1n ſuch a dithabille, and not | 
ip the order ſhe could with to receive thu. | 

It. was eaſy for me to perceive, by Deidamia' 
countenance, how 11] the had patfed the night ;— | 
| Eutracia alſo ſeemed in ſome agitation,—though ſhe 
difſembled it as well as ſhe was able : after having | 

| 
! 


given ſome ſight anſwer to Mrs. Flounceit's com- 

pliments, told her ſhe kad brought a friend to look 

| over ſome of her fine things, on which the mantuz- 

_ p maker immediately opened a large preſs, and brought 

_ 4s _ out ſevera] pieces of chints, with ſonie French bro- k 
cades and rich Itzhian filks,—thete ſhe ſpread upon a 

table, accompanying that aRion with many prailes \ 


| on the beauty and curiofity of each, BI l 
F But it was in vain ſhe boaſted, —in vain ſhe magnt- 
W.: fied ; —all ſhe ſaid,—as well as the real merit cf the { 


i goods ſhe exhibited to ſale, was wholly left cn Det 
|  damia ;—the mind of that afflicted lady was tco Wi * 
| much bent on thoſe things whkick the expeQed to be i 
| | witneſs of, to have any eyes or ears for ikoſe which 
| were not preſent to her ;— the took up tft one 
piece, and then another, but without ewng Of + 

ES new 
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know what ſhe did ; and, in fine, had ſomerhing ſo 
ditracted in her air \ and geſtures, that Eutracia was 
obliged to keep Mrs. Flounceit in diſcourſe, to ' pre- 


vent her taking any notice of it. 
Her behdviour, joined with my knowſedpe of the 


cauſe, reminded me of Mr. Dryden's words, which, 


if the had been inclined to think of poetry, the might 
pretty juſtly have —__ to her own conmrion 1 'n 


this crifis : 


© Love, | ;uftice, nature, pity, and revenge, 
« Have Kind led a wildfire in my breaſt ; 

© [am all a civil war within, 

« And like a veſſel, ſtruggling in a ftorm, 


+ Require more hangs than one to keep me upright.” 


Y 


But if the x was fo little ible to ſupport the bare 
idea of the ſhock ſhe came on purpoſe to receive, 
what muſt ſhe endure when ſuſpence, and all the 
remains of hope, were ſwallowed up in the cruel 
certainty of her misfortune, and conviction left no 
farther room for doubt ?— The maid of the houfe 
came into the room with a chocolate-pot in her 


hand, and told her miſtreſs that the gentleman and 


lady above ſtairs gave their compliments and defired 

the favour of her company to breakfaſt with them. 
Mrs. Flounceit was about to make ſome anſwer 

to this invitation, when Deidamia, not able to cor- 


tain herſelf, flew out of. the parlour, and dire&ly up 
ſtairs, where the found Meroveus and a young 


woman fitting on the fide of the bed they nad but 
lately quitted. | | 
Deidamia had ſcarce entered the chamber hes. 
ſhe ſurpriſed the guilty pair with theſe words: _ 
Deidamin * ] have a right, fir, to think my 
' company ought to be as acceptable to Merc- 


k veus as that of Mrs. Flounceit, or any other 


* woman.” 


Eutracia- had OE ak Deidamia as faſt as the 


could, in 1 Order, [- luppole, to prevent any deiperate 
clteets 
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effeQs of her preſent paſſion, and 1 was not far he- 


| hird; but it will be more eaſy for the reader to con- 


ceive the {urpriſe which appeared in the looks of Me. 
roveus than for me to expreſs it ; — he ſtarted up, 
and with a voice which the yarious emotions of his 


' mind rendered almoſt unintelligible, faid to her: - 


Me: oveus, * Confuſion ! — Deidamia !— Madam, 
« what brings you -hereP ue oe eh: 
Deidumia. * That 1s a queſtion which ought 1. 
ther to be put to you. — I came in purſuit of an 
« unzrateful, too much beloved huſband ;— you to 


_* indu'ge a lawleſs flame for an abandoned proftitute! 


 Meroveus, * Madam, — madam, this does not 


+ become you.” 


 Deidamia. © Does it become you, fir, to leaye 


_* your honeſt home and wife,— make pitiful excuſes 


oF 
* for your abſence, and ſkulk in corners with a | 
« wretch like this,— this abjeCt hireling of licentious 
« wiſhes? - = =—_ 
Miſtreſs. © Madam, I would not have you think 
* T am any ſuch perſon ;— I did not know Meroyens 
* was a married man.” FD Ly ow RE 
 Deidamia. * "Tis falſe, vile creature, you could 
not know Meroveus without knowing he had a 
wife,—a wife, who, without boaſting, is every 


I may have liberty to aſk my perjured huſband, what 
he could ſce in that face of yours to be preferred 
to mine. . : | Oe? 

On this Meroveus was opening his mouth to ſpeak, 
but was prevented by Mrs. Flounceit, who being 
aſtoniſhed on the lady's running up ftairs, and by 
the noiſe ſhe immediately heard above, had hobbled 


© way his equal :—but get out of my fight, that 


- up as faſt as her fat would give her leave, and cam: 


iato the room that moment,-— crying as ſhe. entered, 
Mrs. Flounceit. * Bleſs me, what is the matte: 

* here” SEP - | RT: 

Deidamia. *_ Perhaps, madam, you are ignorant 


- * that your houſe is made a brothel.” 


Mrs. Flounceit, * Oh my ſtars! — a brothel! 
, - heaven forbid ! BED a0 


 FEutraswa. 


 duſband, perhaps even into the flreet, had 
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 Futracia, * My friend tells you true, indeed ; 
4  — ſhe is the lawful wife of that gentleman,— 
«4 — they have been married above ſeven years,— I 
4 was preſent at their wedding, and that 
' +. there is no better than a proſtitute.” 2 


woman 
Mrs. Flounceit, * Oh the vile ſhit !—1 als 
« Sir David Townly ſhould offer to bring me into 


© this ſcrape !— he knows very wel] I never coun- 


« tenance ſuch doirgs.— Huſly, get out of my houſe 
« this minute, or I will ſend for a conſtable to carry 
© 500-16 BniewellF 5 

In ſpeaking this ſhe advanced towards the miſtreſs 
of Meroveus, and was about to puth her out of the 


room 3 but that gentleman, perceiving her intent, 
ſtepped between, and with a viſage all enflamed with © 


wrath, faid, 


Meroveus. * Hold, madam, hold ;— this lady 


« has put herſelf under my proteCtion, and I will take 

* care to defend her from all inſults whatſoever,” _ 

Then turning to Deidamia went on thus:  _ 
| Meroveus. * As for you, madam,—— you have 


. ©* only expoſed me and undone yourſelf ;— I will _ 
never ſee you more”: o T9 

| He then took his trembling miſtreſs by the hand to 

lead her down ſtairs ; — Deidamia, in the utmoſt 


agony of ſpirit, followed, and catching him by the 
arm, cried out to him, _ | 

Deidamia. * Oh ſtay, 
* ſure, add injury to injury ! 
* and let that woman go!” 


Meroveus. * Stand off, madam,— your touch is 


'* more hateful to me than ever it was agreeable, ſo 


* leave you to repent the cauſe,” 
This cruel rebuff not making her Jet go the hold 
ſhe had taken of him, he threw her off with the 


greateſt contempt, and in an inſtant was out of the. 
houſe with his diſſolute companion, who was, doubt- 
 lefs, as haſty as himſelf to get from a place where 


the could expe nothing but affronts. 


Deidamia would have purſued her ungenerous 


ſhe not 
been 
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| been withheld by Eutracia, who endeavoured to can- 
vince her how little it would avail to renionſtrate any 
thing to him, while he continued in this humour. = 

Rage had till now kept up the ſpirits of this un- 
hippy lady; but the objeQts of it being remoyed, 
and the power of refleCting returned, ſhe ſunk into 
a prief no leſs immoderate,— ſhe wept, — the ſwooned 
feveral times, and 1n her intervals of ſenſe could only 
cry out,—* Cruel, barbarous Meroveus !— Unfaith- 
* ful, ungenerous huſband ! — Good heaven, for 
* what unknown tranſgreſiion am I become thus mi- 
©« ferable _ wn | - 
| Neither Evutracia nor Mrs. Flounceit omitted any 
thing 1n their power, which they thought might ſerve 
to give her conſolation; but all they could do was 
in{ufticient, and 1t was fome hours before ſhe was 
enough recovered even to be carried home :— as ſoon 
as ſhe was ſo, Eutracia went with her in the coach, 
_ and I walked home, touched to the very ſoul at the 
IT 8 = OE on tn dE Tus 

| T have already given the reader my opinion con- 
cerning the extreme folly of revealing unwelcome {e- 
_ crets to our friends, fo ſhall foibear adding any far- 
ther refle&tions on that head, and proceed with as 
much brevity as the ſtory will admit, to the cata- 
{trophe of this unhappy adventure. | 
TI went the next morning to the houſe of Meroveus, 

and was convinced, by what I heard the ſervants fay 
among themſelves, that he had not been at home that 
night, which, indeed, I feared would be the caſe.— 
On my going up Rtairs I found Deidamia lying on a 
couch, in a very dejected melancholy poſture ;j— 
Eutracia was fitting near her, that lady, it feems, 
having never quitted her fince the unfortunate viſit 
| they made together at Mrs. Flounceit's ; but as the 
diſcourſe berween them conſiſted only of complaints 

- on the one fide, and perſuaſions to moderation 0n the 
other, I think it not material enough to be inſerted. | 

I had not been in the room above a quarter of an 
hour, before a ſervant preſented a letter to Deidamia, 


'— it was from her huſband, and contained theſe has: 


4 AM determined to live eaſy, which I am cer- 
«& tain is utterly impraRticable for me to do wi: h 


of conſequence of your behaviour, nor ſhould the 


« thro' your own fault. 


« 
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To DErDAMIA. 
6c M85 


you, after what paſſed yeſterday between us ;— 
what I then ſaid in heat of paſſion, I now repeat 
in cool blood, and on the moſt mature deliberati- 
«© on. In fine, an eternal diſunion mutt be the 


- 
- 


** tongues of angels diſſuade me from this reſolution ; 
*« you will do well to bear it with patience, as the 
© misfortune, if it be one, has happened entirely 


« To leave you no juſt reaſon to complain, I ſhall 
order the jointure, ſettled on you by our — 
articles, to be regularly paid to you as though ] 
were no more ; and Jhall reſign .to you all the 
plate, linen, and houſhold furniture, excepting only 
my books, the India cheſt, and bureau 1 I0-my drel- 
10g-TOOM. 
*« As to our children, — the boy I Nall take under 
my care,— the girl I leave to yours, and ſhall alſo 
add one hundred pounds per annum to the above 
mentioned jointure, for her maintenance and edu-_ 
cation. | 

« Farewel for ever !— As we no more muſt meet. 
in love, it will be highly improper, and I think 
could not be very agrecable to either of us, to 
meet at all.-— I ſhall therefore refrain, as much 
as poſſible, going to any of thoſe places you are 
accuſtomed to frequent, — and hope you will have 
prudence enough to take the fame precaution in 
avoicing me,— eſpecially when I tell you, that it 
is the only thing i in which you can now oblige 

| «> Your ill-created huſband, 
©* Merovevus. 

© P.S. I ſhall fend. to- -MOrrow for the things 1 
mentioned.” | 

| My fair readers will be. the beſt juice of what 
Deidamia felt, on finding her kutbagd had taken a 
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_ efolution which: could not but give the moſt morta] 
| tab both tother love and pride ;— ſhe pauſed a little 
after having read it, then gave it to-Einracs, cry- 
ing out at the ſame time with the greateſt emphaſis, 
Deidamia. * See there, my dear Eutracia,—- 
* this wicked huſband is the ſole aggreſſor, yet pre- 
* tends to be the perſon who has reaſon to reſent ! 
"That young lady, who was all fire. and ſpirit, 
_ could not forbear loading Meroveus with reproaches, 
at the end of every paragraph ſhe read; and when 
ſhe had finiſhed, ſaid to Deidamia, GE ns 
Eutracia. * And how, my dear, do you intend 
* to proceed with this baſe, this moſt injurious man! 
 Deidamia. * Indeed I know not. _ 
- Eutracia. * If I were in your place, TI would write 
* him ſuch an anſwer as ſhould make his ears tingle.” 
| Deidamia. * Alas, you know not what it 1s to 
© he a wife !— but T will write, however.” | 
| She then rung her bell for the footman, and aſked 
him whether the perſon who brought the letter wait- 


| ed for an anſwer ;— to which he replied,” 


Footman. * No, madam, he only bid me deliver it 
© into your own hands, and told me my maſter order- 
* ed me to come to him about two hours hence at 
S goes fe coffee-houle, and bring ſome linen with me. 

Deidamia. * *Tis very well ; — but do not go 
_ © till T have ſpoke to you again ; 
* ſage to ſend by you. oy = 

The fellow afſured her he would not fail to obey 

| her commands, and withdrew ;— after which the fat 
down to her eſcrutore, took pen and paper, and be- 
gan to write in the following terms : MI T0 


I have a meſ- 


To MEtrovevus. 


« Cruel and unjuſt, yet till dear Me xove vs, 
6c FF there needed any other proof than that ſhame- 
ful one I yeſterday was witneſs of, that I am 


4 miſerable in the total loſs of your affeQion, the 
«« letter I have juſt now received would be a convil- 
6 cing one, —— What, — after ſeven years conju- 


* 
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© pal tenderneſs, perfe& and fincere on my fide, and 
« well diſſembled on yours, can you entertain a 
« thought of parting !— Of tearing a family to ple- 
« ces which has hitkerto lived ſo reſpeRQable in the 
« world !—— Muſt be doomed to mourn a huſband's 
*« Joſs, even while that huſband lives. — Muſt my 
« ſon be bred an alien to his mother, and my daugh- 
« ter a ſtranger to her father! ——— O think, 
« Meroveus! and if no conſideration of me has any 
« weight, let that of your own reputation, and the 
« intereſt of our children, prevail on you to alter 
*« this cruel reſolution ! - We may, at leaſt, 
« live civilly together, if not with the fame fondneſs 
* as before this accident—. Yet why ſhould we not ! 


| * - T am willing to meet you more than halt 
= © way in love. - You cannot deny but you 

| '* have wronged me in the moſt tender point: I con- | 

** feſs T was too raſh in the manner of deteQting you ; | 

| '* we both have been to blame ;-—— what 1s done 
* cannot be recalled ;—— but it may be repented 
* of z— let us exchange forgivenets, and endea- 

: ** your to forget what is paſt, _ at 
: «* There was a time when every little ailment felt 
: ** by your Deidamia gave equal pain to you !— Oh 


can you then throw off at once all pity, all huma- 
nity, all remorſe, for the agonies you cannot but _ 
be ſenſible my poor tormented heart now labours 
under !—No, —'tis 'impoſſible,—reaſon, honour 
/ * and good-nature, forbid it !—you will return, ac- 
| cept the pardon I ſhall with joy beſtow ; and, in 
return, vouchſafe me yours.——Let not my hopes 
deceive me ;—l am ſure they will not, if you will 
' ſuffer yourſelf to refle& ſeriouſly on the unhappy. 
conſequence that muſt infallibly attend a ſeparation 
from her, who ever has been, and Cefires to con- 
tinue, | | 


«© With the greateft ſincerity, 
 « Your moft faithful, and _ 
« Moſt affectionate wife, 
Dertpania. 


This WE | 


- * 
44 __ nate andy: rad " . 


_ proved of the former part of it, but oighy conven 


to reinn thither the next Gay. 
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This . he communicated to Eutracia, who apy 


ed the Jatter, as thinking it tco ſubmillive. Dej- 
4amia, however, was of a different opinion, ard the 
tcotman coming in foon after to know her com- 
mends, Jhe ſealed it up and put it into his hands 
to deliver to his maſter, bidding him ſay withal that 
ihe was very much indiſpoſed. 

Atter he was gone, the ladies began to enter into 


tore difpute concerning the authotity of a huſdanc, 


arc the duty that was expeQted from a wife ;— but 
2s I could promife mytelf no farther information by 


Their difcyurſe on this ſubjet, and beiides, remem- 


beiing I had ſome buſineſs of my own to ciſpaich, [ 
Ictt tne place that inftant, not without an nt ntion 


Accordingly I went in the morning, and found 


poor Deicamia almoſt drowned in tears, and waik- 


ng backwards and forwards in one of her r00tss ina 
diltracted poſture ; the cauſe of theſe freſh agories] 
eahly perceived by a letter which Jay epen on the 


lable,— the coments whereof were as follow : 


| To DriDamia. 

Wo OR OL PRES ng 
* FT BAVE keen in ſome debate within my mind, 

wherher to enſwer your epiſtle in the manner 
I now do, or not to anſwer it all, would be the 
mot effeQtual means ro prevent your giving me 0r 
yourſelf any ſuture trouble ;— you find I have 
purſued the former of theſe methods, and hope 
you will have diſcretion enough not to involve me 
1n a ſecond dilemma on this ſcore. De 
* Be aſſured, that I did not reſolve on a final ſepa 
ration without having well weighed rhe confequerr 
ces attending it, and find them ſuch as cau nv 
way come in competiticn with my peace of nn, 
without which life wonld be a curſe, — my be 4 
bed of thorns, — my table a dcfert, ny houſe 
a hell, and every friend that ceme to viii, a fury 
to torment me. | | 


cc 
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« See the reverſe your jealous folly has occation- 


*« ed ;— tax me not, therefore, with ingratitude ; 


« —— a thouſand times you have contefſed you 


« thought yourſelf as happy as a woman could be, 
* and it-is certain you were truly fo.—- During the 
* whole courſe of the years we lived together, you 


© never had the leaſt ſhadow of a cauſe to complain 
*« of my want either of reſpeC or tenderneſs :— If I 
*« indulged 2ny pleaſures, which I imagined would 
*« give you ditquiet, T took care to be very private 


_ © in them ;— Why then id you iuffer yourſelf to 


* be led by an idle curioſity to pry into ſecrets which | 
*« the diſcovery of muſt give you pain, and poſſ1- 
« bly prove the total deſiruftion of that love which 
*« once you called your greateſt blefling? _ | 
 * Tt 1s doubileſs beft for both of us, as you right- 
« ly enough obſerve, to forget what is paſt ; but 
« am far trom thinking it can be done by the way 
*© you mean;—no, to forget can only be accom- 


© plithed by avoiding each other's preſence, and 


« ceaſing all kind of communication between us, 


© T ſhall therefore give orders to iny ſervant to cnarge 


* himſelf with no letter or meffage you may think 


_** fit to fend, and defire you will afluce yourſelf, that 


* this 1s the very laſt you ever thal] receive from me. 
* — Faiewel, I with you all happineſs in any other 
* ſpire of lite than that you lately lived in with 

Dn p | | -....6 Mprovevus.” 


After having examined this epiſtje, I liſtened to 
what paſſed between Eutracia and Deidamia z but 
tho' I ſtayed till my Tablets were crowded, I ſhall 
torbear inſerting the particulars of theſe ladies dif- 
courſe, for reaſons which will be hereatter explain-. 
ea; and only ſay in genera}, that Eutracia would fain 
have ſpirited up her friend to reſentment and diſdain, 


- againſt a huſband whom ſhe thought ſo unworthy of 


her; that Deidamia's love overcame her ſex's pride ; 

and, in fine, that the one argued like a virgin, and | 

the other like an aFectionate wite. _ | FO 4 ICY 
Whethcr 
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Whether Deidamia made any further attempts to 
move her ob.iurate huſband to a reconciliation I can- 
not be poſitive; but believe the did not, for ſhe re- 
tired ſoon after into the country, whence ſhe is but 


 htely returned, and, whatever her heart may endure, 
has very much regained her uſual compoſure of 
_ Eountenance and behaviour. 


CHAP. vit. 


Tb ſomewhat more conciſe than ordinary, but wry 


much to the purpoſe, and will be found not the leaf 
aworthy of any in the book of being regarded with 


attention. | 


A* during the courſe of theſe lucubrations I have 


been extremely circumſtanuial in the reports | 
have made, the reader has a right to be ſurprited that 


| T omitted the diſcourſe between Deidamia and Eutra- 


cla ;— I ſhall therefore, according to my promiſe, 


'Telate my motive for ſo doing, and flatter myſelf it is 
| ſuch as will render me perfe&tly excuſable in this 


point, | ee hep Nl os 
Much about the time of the adventure related in 
the two preceding chapters, I happened to be witneſs 


_ of a converfation, which, though between different 
perſons, and on a very different occaſion, was till on 


the ſubjeR of marriage, the authority of a huſband, 
and the ſubmiſſion expeCed from a wife, fo ſeemed 
to me to have a.certain ſameneſs in it which I thought 
would be rather tireſome than agreeable to the ear, 
and for that reafon left out the former, and made 


_ Choice of the latter, as of the two the moſt intereti- 


_ ; | 

Two ſiſters, whoſe charaQers T preſent to the 
| ery under the names of Flavia and Celemena, 
ave both of them a tolerable ſhare of beauty, but 


; no other qualification, either natural or acquired, 
that could entitle them to the hope of an elevated 


ſtation. ;— yet, by the benevolent aſpe& of the 
happy planets, are they become the brides of hex 
| dot 


= » 
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dor and Thelamont, perſons diſtinguiſhed in the 


world by their birth and fortune, and ſtill more ſa 


by the greatneſs of their merit. 


* 
Po 


Theie nuptials, fo aſtoniſhing to the town, :ind. 


which happened ſoon after one another, gave me 4 


curioſity to diſcover, by the help of my Inviſibility, 
in what ſaſhion the ladies would has themſelves in_ 


a ſphere of life ſo altogether new to them, and ſo 


little expetted, even 1n their vaineſt wiſhes, ever to 


arrive at. 
Flavia was the eldeſt, RE it was to her I made 


my firſt viſit ;— the was in her drefling-room, ſitting 


at her toilet, with her waiting-maid behind her, g1v- 
ing the finiſhing ftroke to her head tyre.— Thela- 


mont was alſo t 


countenance, while the kept looking in the glaſs, and, 
without turning her head towards him, ſaid, 
Flavia. * Prithee, Thelamont, let us talk no 


* more of this fuif,— I am quite ſick of it;— T am 
, * common the beſt judge of theſe things, and it isin 
+ vain to perſuade me, for I will not be contradicted.” 


Thelamont., * You will not then oblige me?” 


Flavia. * Poſitively no ;— not when you Inter- 
* meddle 1n theſe affairs.” 


Thelamont, * Well then, madam, I ſhall ſay no. 


* more; but muſt tejl you, that I thought I had a 
* right to expect this proof of your complaiſance.” 

With theſe words he flung out of the room, and 
he faid to herſelf. 


Flavia, * Pith;— — Was eve ever any thing ſo 


* tealing !— Men are mighty fooliſh ſometimes.— 


* Catherine, bring me my gauze handkerchief.” 
Maid. * Oh, ma'am, did not your ladyſhip 5 
' you would wear your new tippet to-day ?' 
Flavia. * Hah.— Yes, — no, — it will ew too 
* much of my neck.” 


Maid. © Oh, ma'am,— your lady ſhip cannot ſhew 


* too much of ſo beautiful A pour. 
Havis. 


re, and ſtood leaning his elbow on. 
a bureau, with a good deal of diffatisfaQtion in his 
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Flavia, © That's true ;— - but T ſcratched ons 
© of my breafts with a pin this morning =—=— 
Maid, © Oh the ugly pin; —— I with I kney 
* which 1t was, that I might crook it quite double 
« and throw it in the fire,” Oro = 
Juſt as the maid had expreſſed ker reſentmene 
againft the weapon that had wounded her miſtreſs, 
Celemena came into the room, and, after faluting 
her ſiſter with a freedom ſuitable to the nearnef; 
their blood and friendihip, faid to her, fd 
Celemena. * What is the matter, my dear fifte1 * 
« —you do not look pleafed to-day, 
Flavia. © Uniph ———- No, -——not very well 
pleated ;——nor, indeed, much Gdifpleaſed,” 
Celemena. * I met 'Thelamont going out as | 
« camein,—1 thought he feemed more reſerved thay 
© uſual, and in a very 1] humour.” | | : 
Flavia. * If he chooſes to be fo, it wauld be x 
« pity any one thould attempt to put him out of 
EH | | 7 Te | 
Celemena. © 1] hope no miſunderſtanding has hap- 
« pened beiween you 7 | 
Flavia. * No, no, we underſtand one another 
« pretty well ;—1 underſtand that he would fain 
« pretend to take upon him the government of my 
© actions, —and he underſtands that I will not let 
* him do it ;-—ſ0 we have exchanged ſome pi- 
© quant words this morning, that's all,” | 
Celemena, © Have a care, fiſter,—quarrels in the 
© beginning of marriage, promiſe but little felicity 
© jn the continuance of that ſtate.? Ws 
| Flavia. * That's true ;—but *tis very provoking 
« when a man will needs interfere in things he has 
no manner of concern with _ wy | 
Celemena. * Pray what was the ſubject of your 
ciſpute,—if it be not too great a. ſecret?” 
Flavia. * Why, you muſt know he wants me to 
leave off putting any Carmine upon my cheeks, 
——calls it nally daubing, and fays I ſhould | 
| be a thouſand times handtomer without it / 


Celemens. 
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averfion to a woman's uling any art to her com- 


plexton.' 


Flawia, * They may cry out againſt it; but yet 


| am {ure it is trequently owing to art thar they .. 


fall fo much in love with -us ;—a little red upon 
the cheeks gives a ſparkle to the eyes, and a luſtre 
to all the features, which otherwiſe would a 
fat and languid ;— 
as not to confider this ; — | 
they ſee us altogether, and though they may be 
ſcnhible we are painted, never once imagine it is 
to that necefſary auxiliary to beauty, that we are 


pear 


chicfly incebted for thoſe charms which attract 


their adnuration.” _ ; 


\ Celemena. * Suppoſe it as you ſay, which how-. 


ever | am far from allowiag to be always the cate, 


'Thelamont has now ſeen you fuch as nature made. 


you, the night wears off that borrowed luftre, 


and the morning ihews you what you truly are ; 


and if he approves of you in this light, I know 


of no other perſon whom you need be ſtudious 


to pleaſe.” Ca ns | 
Flavia, * TI am of a quite different opinion.— 


Oh the joy of being gazed at, and follpwed by a : 
whole crowded Mall. - | | 


* Celemena. * Perhaps to laugh - —— but 1f fin- 
cere, a very empty joy, and what a married woman 
ought not to be too ambitious of ? 


Flavia. * $9 then you would have me comply. 


with my huſband's requeſt ?, | CIs 
Celemena. * Indeed 1 would adviſe you to it ;— 
I am ture if Alcandor expreſſed a defire that 1 


ſhould cut off my hair, and never Jer it grow 
again, though It 1s the gift of nature, and beſtow- 


ed upon me as the greateſt ornament of our ſex, 
{ wouid not heftlate one moment to obey him, 


but be content to wear [no other head-drelſs than. 


a clole mob duiing the whole remainder of my life.” 
Huvia, * Thenyouare a fool,” 
| | Celemena. 


| wi, 
' Celemena. * I can ſee nothing extraordinary in - 
this ;—there are many men who have an utter , 


but they are fo fooliſh 
they like us as 
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| Celemena.: © In this point I do not think I am .— 
for beſides that duty which the law exatts Fom 
every wite to her huſband, there are other reaſons 
which would oblige me to refuſe nothing to 

Alcandor.” 93 | i : 

She accompanied theſe words with a very fignih- 
cant look, which Flavia obſerving, ordered her maid, 
who had been all this time in the room, to with- 
| draw ; and, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, replied to 
what her filter had faid in theſe terms : | 

Flavia. * T know what you would fay ;--you 
£ would infer, that becauſe Alcandor and Thelz- 
< mont married us without fortunes, we are therefore 
© bound to be their ſlaves.” Cn 
Celemena, *© Not fo,—and [I dare believe that nei- 
© ther of them will ever require any ſubmiſſions from 
* us, but fuch as if we had always been their equal 
© would very well become us to grant.” 

Flavia, * Laird !——what a buſtle you make 
© about equals !—— Whatever we were before, mar- 
* riage has made us now their equals ; and 
© for my own part, I ſhall never ſubmit to do any 
o 
* 


a. a 'a. 0 


thing Thelamont requires of me, unleſs my own 
inclination happens to concur, | 
Celemena, * But do you apprehend no ill con- 
_ © ſequences from. repeated contradictions? — 
Flavia, * Not in the leaſt ;-—he cannot unmar- 
ry me again if he ſhould hate me neva 
ſo much, | muſt ſtill be maintained as his wife, 
and ſhould give myſelf no pain about any thing 
cc j | 
Celemena. * Oh, ſifter, I am amazed to hear you 
talk in this manner !-——Haye you been married 
| but one month, and can already forget the unhap- 
pineſs of our fizgle ſtate, —our ſcanty and pre- 
carious dependerice,—the difficulties we found 
to ſupply ourſelves with even the common necel- 
faries of life | We made, indeed, a kind of 
tawdry ſhew when we appeared abroad ; but how 


' was our table pinched for it at home. —-Preſent 
| © exlgencics 
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c exigencies and future poverty ſtared us in the face ; 
« —and is there no love, no gratitude, due from 


« us to the men who ſnatched us from that ſcene 
* of miſery, and raiſed us to opulence, grandeur, 


«© and reſpeR !* 


Flavia. * Piſh ;—they married us to pleaſe them- 


© ſelves, not out of pity to our wants.—But let us 


© have no more of this dull ſtuff ;—you muſt go with 
© me to Mrs. Rakelove's route to-night, —it is the _ 
© firſt ſhe has had, and | promiſed her to bring all 


© the company I could” 
Celemena. © Indeed you muſt excuſe me. _ 
Flavia. © For what reaſon ?” 


Celemena., * My dear Alcandor ſups at home, 


and I cannot be abroad,” 2 | 
Flavia, © Heavens ! —how ſtrangely filly you are 


* grown !—your dear Alcandor ſups at home !—— 
* What then! he did not marry you to make you a 
* cook !—You do not dreſs his victuals !” | 


Celemens. * No, but he married me to make 
* me a companion at his viQtuals ; and while he con- 
* tinues to deſire my preſence, as I flatter myſelf he 


' always will, I ſhall never form any pretences to be. 


« abſent.” | | RES 
The face of Flavia grew more red than the car- 


mine had made it, on finding in her ſiſter ſentiments 
lo oppoſite to her own ; but was prevented from 


making any anſwer by the entrance of a ſervant, 


who told her that ſome ladies were come to viſit 
her, on which ſhe went, accompanied by Celeme- 


na, into the dining room, in order to receive them. 
Thus ended the converſation I mentioned, and by 


it the reader may judge which of theſe two ſiſters 
had the greateſt ſhare of prudence, beſt deſerved her 
good fortune, and was moſt likely to enjoy a long 


continuance of it, 


Vox, II. M CHAP: 
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DT CHAP. VIIL 


Preſents the public with the account of an incidey 


 ewhich cannot but be deeply affeting to the youth 

of both ſexes, and no leſs remarkable in its even, 
than any the Author's Inviſibilityſhip ever enabl: 
| him to diſcever. 


A MONG all the various deceptions which 
are carried on in this great world, I know 
none more cruel, and more liable to -be attended 
with the worſt of conſequences, than thoſe prac- 
tiſed in the affairs of love ;—yet it is a crime 
which paſſes with impunity, and is ſcarce cenſured 
| by any but the perſons injured by it and their par- 
ticular friends and confidants. OS 
| Even the ladies, generally ſpeaking, for there is 
no rule without ſome exceptions, are fo little the 
friends of each other, that we rarely find them tak- 
ing up the quarrel of their ſex in this point ;—on the 
contrary, they are apt to abſolve the vow-breaker, 
and let the whole blame fall on the believer :—a 
man who has triumphed over the credulity of an 
| hundred women, ſees himſelf not leſs ſuſpeCted; 
and ſometimes the number of paſt conqueſts ihal 
ſerve him as a recommendation, and .be a mean; 
| of his attaining new ones. | 


Perjury is deemed but a venial tranſgrefſion in 


this caſe ;—few think that oaths and imprecations, | 


' when diftated by the heat of an amorous inclinz- 
_ tion, tho' formed in the moſt binding terms, and 
uttered in the moſt ſolemn manner, are ever reg- 
ftered in heaven,—according to the words of the 
poet, who merrily fays, 


« Jove only laughs when lovers ſwear.” 


'This vice, as I muſt take the liberty to call it, l 
not however wholly confined to the male lex; | 
am ſorry to obſerve that thoſe of the other, eithel 


through pride, vanity, or an inconſiancy of naturs 
ale 


— 
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are ſometimes found guilty of deluding their lovers 
with fallacious expeQauions. —{\  _.. 
' I hope alſo to be forgiven by the more diſcreet 
part of womankind, when I fay that a propenſity to 
ſuch a behaviour 1s yet leſs excuſable.in them than 
in the men, as a | er innocence, f ſweetneſs of | 
diſpoſition, and a fimplicity of manners are, or ought 
to be, the diſtinguiſhing charaQeriſlics of the fair ſex. 
A young lady, to whom I ſhall give the name of q 
Syrenia, was endowed by nature with every requifite _ 
to command love and admiration ;—ſhe had the 
fineſt eyes in the world,—a very regular ſet of fea- 
tures, fine hair, and a moſt delicate complexion ;— 
was tall of ftature, well ſhaped, and had ſomewhat 
peculiarly attractive in her air and mien.—PFortune 
had not been altogether ſo propitious to her ;— 
through the extravagancies of her parents the was 
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a feft in poſſeſſion of a very moderate fortune ;—it IF 
the was, however, entirely at her own diſpoſal, and ſuf- | [| . 
ak- ficient, with the good economy ſhe was mittreſs of, in 
the to fupport her in a very genteel, though not a grand \ 

cer, way of life. Ef ddd | : I 

", Propoſals of marriage had often been made to her | 

pl by ſcyeral eminent and wealthy citizens ; but ſhe re- | 

£C; jeted them all, and deſpiſed the thoughts not only Wilt 
ball of a thop, but alſo of all other cajhings and occupa- bit 
LANs tions whatever ;—ambition was the predominant- pat- bY | 
: fion of her ſoul, and ſhe had vanity enough to: think : mY 
L 19 that her birth, her perſon and accompliihments were wh (0 
: W fich as might very well compenſate for the tmallneſs_ Hm 
ju of her fortune, and entitle her to higher cxpeCations. Wii! 


. She had lived 'till the age of twenty-three without © || i 
6] having any offer of the kind the hoped ;—but about Þ 
; the expiration of that zra, a young gentleman, called 


Rofſano, happening to fee her at the houſe of a re- M1 

lation whom he viſited, became violently in love with || 
Bo” her, and ſoon after finding means to get himſelf in- Bf 
* r troduced, made a declaration of his paſſion ; to "; 
, # which, knowing what and who he was, the gave all | 7 
1 the encouragement he could wiſh, or that was be- 1 
"Y hiting the charaQer of a modeſt woman. OO, if 
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It wonld, indeed, have been much to be wondered 
at, if the addreſſes of Roflano had not been accepta- 
ble to her ;—he is deſcended from a very antient and 
_ worthy family, has an- eſtate of eight hundred poung; 


_ .per annum, entirely free from any. encumbrance, either | 


mortgage, dowry, or portions to be paid out of it, 
— his perſon and behaviour are extremely agreeable. 
and, to add to all this, has deſervedly the reputation 
.of a man_ of firi&t honour, and more ſobriety than 
could be expected from his years-and the difloluteneſs 
-of the preſent times. _ , 
| The ſincerity and warmth of his affeftion making 
him very ſtrenuous in his preſſures, and the adyan- 
tages ſhe found in a match with him rendering her 
complying, they were beginning to talk of ordering 
articles for their marriage to be drawn up, when an 
unexpected accident, relating to his eſtate, obliged 
him to go immediately into the ana 4 
Though he propoſed. to tay but a ſhort time, yet 
he could not think of being deprived of the ſight of 
| his beloved Syrenia, even for a few weeks, without 
an infinity of grief.—She teſtifhed little leſs regret for 
this enforced . ſeparation ;——their parting was ex- 
_ -tremely moving, each ſeemed to endeavour to 
 outvie the other in expreſſions of tenderneſs ; and 
the only conſolation he had was, the repeated afſu- 


Tances ſhe gave him, that wherever he went he carried | 


Her heart along with him. en 
It is highly probable, that the affection ſhe profeſſed 
for him was at that time perfeCtly ſincere, and that 
the looked upon the accident which delayed the 
| celebration of their nuptials as no inconſiderable mil- 
fortune to her ; but whatever chagrin ſhe might feel 
at firſt on this a&ount, it was very ſoon diflipated, 
and gave way to ideas of a far different nature. 
The motive which brought about ſo ſudden, and 
ſo extraordinary a change in her ſentiments, 1 ſhall 
relate, as I was afterwards fully informed of it by 
| the ſeveral converſations I was preſent at by the help 
_ of my Inviſtbility. | Þ TR 
| She was one morning in the Park with a lady of 


| her acquaintance called. Delia, where they were _ 
i Al 
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2nd joined by a young officer, brother to Delia, and 
a gentleman who was with. him, and equajly a 
ranger. to both the ladies, but behaved towards 
them with the greateſt reſpect and politeneſs. — They 
walked two or three turns up and down the Mall, 
after which the ge..tlemen took their leave, and Sy- 
renia and Delia went to ther reſpeQive hahitations, 
without thinking any more of what had paſſed during 
their promenade. 2 w | | 
Little, indeed, could either of them apprehend 


the conſequences. of this adventure ;—but the next _ 


day, pretty early.in the afternoon, Syrenia was fur- 
ariſed with a viſit from Delta, who came running 
mo her apartment without any ceremony,—crying 
out as the entered,  _ ee Re io gh 


Delia. * Joy to you, my dear ;—I come to wiſh 


Syrenia. * Of what!—for I ſee no other ſubject 
of joy than what I always feel on ſeeing you.” 
Delia, * Me !—no, no,—a thouſand tuch as me are 


* quite. out of the queſtion ;— but I] have the pleaſure 


_— 


'-to congratulate you on the greateſt conqueſt your 


beauty ever made, or perhaps ever can make !' 
Orenia. * You are got llto a vein of ralllety this 
' morning.” ec rr ns NET: 
Delia. - * No, upon my. honour I never was-more 


that was with my brother yeſterday in the Mail 

Grenia,. © Yes ;—yeu know they-joined company 
with us? | SY | 

Delia. * His name is Lcontiine ;—he 1s the eldeft 
Jon of his-father, and. heir apparent to three thou- 


* and my brother teils me he.is the mott accomplithed 


*:man he ever knew: _ 

 Syrenia, * Well, —and what is all this to me ?” 
De/ia. * It is all to you.—It feems be ſaw vou 

' laſt 'SunCay at Weſtminiter-abbey, fell violeatly in 

* love. with you, and would have followed to have 


':ſeen where you lived, but was prevented by ſome | 
| | M3 * geautiemen . 


{crious.—Do you nat remember the fine gentleman 


ſand pounds a year :—you faw his perſon ;—fcr 
my part 1 think nothing. can be more agreeable ; . 


246 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


 Y 


DE. 


WE a MEE. BY $7 YH WY HY Yo = 


my Cear, 1s nor to be rejected.” 


gentlemen of his acquaintance, who that inſtant 

laid hold of him and torced him along with them, 
Syrenia, * "Tis poſſible ſuch a one might be there, 
but I did not take any notice of him.” 5 


 De'ia. * That may be, but he took ſo much of 


you as not to be able to ſleep ever ſince.” 
Syrenia, * Very romantic truly —But pray how 
came you fo well acquainted with the ſecrets of 
his heart, who yeſterday ſeemed am utter ſtranger 
to his perſon ? _ PR EL EE 
Delia. * I will tell you the whole affair, as my 
brother laſt might came and informed me of it.— 


 Aﬀter they had left us, they went and dined rtoge- 


ther at a tavern :—Leontine aſked a thouſand quel- 
tions concerning your family,—your fortune, and 
your charatter ;—all which, you may be ſure were 
anſwered not to your diſadvantage :—he then made 
my brotker the confidant of the paſſion you had 
inſpired him with, and entreated him to uſe his in- 


tereſt with me, as he found I was pretty intimate 


with you, to engage me to introduce him to you, 
which I have faithfully promiſed to do, 
Syrenia. * What, without my conſent ? | 
Delia. * | hoped to be forgiven ;—ſuch an offer, 
Sprenia. * It is much beyond my expeCtations, 
confeſs ;— but the diſparity between our fortunes 1 
too great.” EE ere Sd 
Delia. * If he thinks your perſon an equivalent, 
It is not your buſineſs to make objeCtions !'. 


 Syrenia. * That is true ;—and if I could flatter 


myſelf he were really ſincere :—but I will conſider 
on it,” + 1 | 
De/ia. * It will be time enough for you to con- 
fider when you have heard what he has to fay; 
for I have promiſed to bring you together this 
evening.” t. | | F | 
Syrenia, * "This evening !—as how ! 
Delia. * As thus :—lI invite you to ſup with me 
to-night,—my brother and Leontine thall come in 
a3 if by accident ;—neither your pride nor your 
TS * modeſty 
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modeſty has any thing to ſcruple ; for I aſſure you 
I will not let even my brother know that I have 
previouſly acquainted you with any thing of the 
& Gr Rug | | 

Syenia, * Well, —on that condition I will come.” 

Delia. * Indeed, my dear, I ſhould think you 
« very much to blame to turn your back on a prot- 
« pect ſo highly advantageous ;—for though you are 
© well born, —well accomplithed, —are handſome, 
© and have ſome fortune of your own, — yet the 
\ three firſt of theſe, as men now think of marriage, 
' weigh but Iightly againſt what they call the encum- 
brance of a wife ; —and as to the latter, you know, 
it will not entitle ycu to a coach and fix.” 


Syrenia. * The injuſtice of what you fay cannot 


* be denied ; ——but I would Go nothing that ſhould 


© occaſion my character being called in queſtion, 


* nor would ſeem too forward, though to promote 
* the higheſt expeCations ; ——therefore, my dear 
Delia, remember I depend on your prudence. 
Delia. * In this you ſafely may :—I know too 
well what is owing to my ſex, and the cinel aſper- 
ſons men are apt to throw on our moſt innocent 


giving the leaſt room for cenſure.” _ | 


your own conduct ought to put to filence all my 
doubts on that ſcore ; and whatever is the event 


your good wiſhes towards me” | 


Lo 


bute to the happineſs of my friends : ——but I muſt 
leave you, —I promiſed to let my brother know 


' prize Leontine of it.” 


The good-natured Delia went away in ſpeaking 
theſe words ; but I could eaſily peiceive, by the 


gow on Syrenia's cheeks, how much ſhe was tranſ- 
EY M 4 ported 


freedoms, not to be extremely cautious in avoiding 


Iyrenia. * Indeed, my dear, my obſervation on 


of this affair, I ſhall always gratefully acknowledge 
Delia. * If it ſucceeds I ſhall be a ſharer in your - 


good fortune, as nothing gives me a more ſenſible _ 
atisfaQtion than to have it in my power to contri- 


whether you could come or not, that he may ap- 


« ſeem to have decrecd for me!” 
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ported with the purpoſe of her viſit ;z——— and waz 


. yet more confirmed of her being ſo by ſome disjointed 


ſoliloquies ſhe uttered, when ſhe thought there waz 
no witnefs of what ſhe ſaid. | : 
Syrenta. * Three thouſand pounds a year, and 
fo tine a gentlemen as Leontine !—ſo handſome,— 
ſo polite: —fo every thing that js agreeable ;—— If 
he 1s as ſincere as Dclia imagines him to be, I ſhall 


have cauſe to bleſs the hour I went to Weitminiter- 
* Abbey; or rather that which carried me to 
c 


the Park yeſterday, without which he might never 
have known who I was, or where to find me, and 
ſhould have loft all the advantage my good ſtars 


Here ſhe ceaſed to ſpeak, other fort of emotions 


riſing in her mind, to which ſhe gave a looſe 1n this 


exclamation. 


Syrenia. * It was an unlucky thing T went o far 


with Roſſano,—the poor man loves me to diftrac- 
tion, —he will certainly break his heart when he 
finds I have forſaken him ;—and, it may be, 1t- 


proach me as the occaſion of his death.” 


On this her countenance ſeemed a. little ciſcon- 


the went on thus : | - "5, ET 
 Oprenia. * I] am glad, however, that no coniratt 
* has paſſed between us ; the encouragement I gave 
| bis paſſion, and the verbal promiſes I made him, 
need be no impediment to my accepting a better 


certed ; but it ſoon wore off, and after a ſhort pauſe 


< 


c 


throw him off, nor give him any room to ſuipett 
I have leſs affeftion for him than I had, ill 1am 
well zfſured tiat Leontine 1s in carcett.” 


F< 


' . This was enough to ſhew me the piiaciple and 
diſpoſition of Syrenia, both which, indeed, were i0 | 
little pleaſing to me, that I had not pazience 10 tay 


with her any longer, but. quitted her apartmert 


witha contempt, which could ſhe kave been fſen- 


le of, would no Coubt kay. given her fome mr 
Lihcatlon. | | 


1 mace 


- offer. —It will be prudence in me, however, not to- 
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[ mace one. of the company that night at Delia's 
however ; but as it could not be expeQted. that in 
a meeting which was to paſs for caſual, there thould 
he any converſation except on general topics, | 
reaped no: other benefit by being pretent, than to 
be convinced that Leontine, by the glances he took 
every opportunity of caſting at Syrenia, was indeed 
very much enamoured and that Jhe ſpared no pains 


to make him more ſo. _ | 


The next day he went with the brother of Delia 
to viſit her, and the ſucceeding one took the liberty 
of going thither alone, and made a deciaration ot 
his paſſion, which ſhe, having well prepared herfelt 
with anſwers; received in ſuch a manner as neither 
to reject, nor wita too- much readineſs encouraze. 

The ice once broke, he profecuted his addrefles 
with ſo much vigour and afhiduity, that the. thought 
it would be no breach of  modetty to give him room 
to. hope he was not -akogether indifferent to her ;— 
by degrees,- therefore, the became more kind on 
every viſit he. made, but did it with caution and re- 
ſerve, neither by her looks or words forfeiting that 
character of diſcretion ſhe ſo much valued kerſelf 
upon, —dropping -only ſome hints, as it forced from 
ber, from a fund of tenderneſs within, wiich ihe 
would fain endeavour to conceal, but. had not the. 


power of doing It. 


Thus artful-in appearing artleſs, Leontine, though 
a man of yery good ſenſe and penetration, never. once 


ſuſpeRted the was any other than ſuch as the atiected 


to be,—plain, - ſimple, generous, and incapable cf _ 
diſguifing her ſentiments. | | 

It is certain, indeed, that her natural cunning was 
greatly aſſiſted how-to proceed on this. occaſion, by 
the intelligence - ſhe daily received from Delia, to 
whoſe brother Leontine made no- ſcruple of diſbur- 
thening all that paſſed in his. heart, in relation to his 
paltion for Syrenia. £2 

From this faithful friend ſhe learned, that: though 


it was not to be doubted but that Leontine was ns - 


M 5 | NBC 
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much in love with her as man could be, yet the 
great reſpeQ and reverence he had fos his tathi;, 
would not permit him to think of venturing on a 


| thing of ſo much conſequence as marriage, without | 


having firſt obtained his conſent, and approbation of 
the woman he made choice of for a wife ; and that 
| to this end he had alteady ſent two letters to his fa- 
| ther, who lived entirely in the country ; but the 


_ anſwers he received not being quite ſo ſatisfaQory az | 
| he withed, he had wrote a third, diftated in the moſt 


paſlionate and prefling terms. | 


She could not avoid being under ſome very un- 
ealy apprehenſions on the ſcore of this old yer- 


tleman, and alſo feared that the paſſion Leoa- | 


_ tine was inſpired with, might not of itſelf be ſtrong 
enough to get the better of that obedience owing 


from him to a father's will, —ſhe therefore wiſhed to 


intereſt his good-nature and generoſity in her favour, 
and judged that the ſureſt way to ſecure his affec- 
tion was to make him confident of her's. 
| But the means of accompliſhing this was a difficulty 
the knew not preſently how to get over ;—to confeſs 
by word of mouth ſhe loved him ſeemed too great a 
breach of modeſty, eſpecially as, his courtſhip to her 
| had not yet been of any long continuance ; and to get 
him informed of it by Delia, ſhe thought would be 
the ſame thing, as he would doubtleſs imagine it was 


not done without her privity and conſent ;—beſides 


the knew not whether that lady would approve of 
ſuch a ſtep.—Being one day defired by him to favour 
him with a tune on her ſpinnet, the entertained him 
with an air out of the Opera of Arſinoe, the firſt in 
the Italian taſte ever exhibited on the Engliſh ſtage, 
and, in my opinion, has been exceeded by none that 


| have come after it,—The words ſhe fung to her in- 


ftrument were thele: | 


* Wanton zephyr ſoftly blowing, 
* Watching, catching, whiſpering, going, 
+ Bear in fighs my ſoul away : 
+ Tell Ormendo what 1 feel, . 


s Tell 
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« Tell him how his chains I wear, 
+ Tell him all my grief and care; 
« Gently ftealing, 
© And revealing, 
© More of love than I can fay.” 


But though Leontine extol!ed both the muſic and 
the yoice which gave it utterance, yet he ſhewed no . 
indication of imagining ſhe had any deſign of flattering 
his paſſion in the choice ſhe made of this ſong ;—this_ 
making her perceive ſhe muſt be mote explicit, her 


fertile invention ſoon preſented het with a ſtratagem, 
which pleaſing her fancy at the ſame time that it pro- 


miſed the ſucceſs ſhe aimed at, ſhe put it into imme- | 


diate execution.—lIt was this : 


Having a natural talent for poetry ſhe fat down at 


her eſcrutore, took'pen, ink and paper, and without 


being at the pains of much ſtudy wrote the follow-_ 


ng lines: | 

The breathings of a love-fich beart. 

' Wit, manly beauty, every grace combine, 

' To deck the youth I love with charms divine. 

But ah !—my too uncautious heart take heed, 

* Nor with gay hopes the growing paſſion feed ; 

« Wealth's the chief idol that mankind adore, 

( The ſov'reign power they all fall down before, 

_* My miggard fortune does that charm deny, 

' And love alone will not its want ſupply; 

* Let me then guard each av'nue to my breaſt, 

' And bar all entrance to this dangerous gueſt ; 

' Left by indulging the preſumptuous flame, 

' I fall the victim of defpair and ſhame. 

' But, oh tis vain !—the god of love conſpices, 

' To aid my Leontine with all his fires _ 

' Speaks in his voice and ſparkles in his eyes, 

' And what he ſweetly forces, juſtifies. 

 'Tis ſure determin'd in the book of fate, 

' I muſt adore, ev'n tho? he proves ungrate 
| | This 


IORTVES” "If te 9g bo 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

This paper, which ſhe wanted him to believe war 
a ſincere confefſion of the whole ſecret of her toy), 
ſhe contrived ſthould fali into his hands in {ſuch + 
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©£:ance to be liable to any ſuſpicion of defign, 

Ar his next viſit, her maid being well infruQed 
by her how to aQ, ran haſtily into the room, and 
Told her that the man whom ſhe ordered to come for 
his money was below.—Syrenia affeQted not to under- 
ſtand what ſhe meant, and cried, 

Syrenia. * What man!—what money ! 

Maid. <* Mr. Sharpely, madam, —your ſtaymaker” 

Syrenia. * Oh,—now I] remember I did bid him 
come for his money ; —he takes a ſtrange unſeaſo- 
_ nable time ;—people ſhould always come in a 
. morning on theſe affairs ;—however Tl ſee if ! 
can find his by#ll, and do you carry pen and ink 
Into the parlour, that he may wiite me a receipt on 
© the back of it” Taos N yE 

On this the maid withdrew, and Syrenia opened'a 
[ictle deſk that food 1n the dining room, and begin- 
_ Ging to tuwuble over foine wiitings the had there, as. 

in ſearch of the pretended bill, dexterouſly flipped 
| from among the reſt the paper which contained the 
above recited verſes, and let it fall to the ground 
without ſeeming ro obſerve that any. thing was 
cropped ;—then ſaying ſhe had found what ſhe had 
looked for, —ſhut up the deſk in a great hurry, — 
begged Leontine would excuſe her abſence for a few 
moments, and went down ſtairs. _ 

She was no ſooner gone than Leontine happening 
to caſt his eyes tiat way law the paper, ard took it 
up, as | ſuppoſe, with no other intention than to 
deliver it to Syrenia when ſhe thould return ; but it 
| being purpoſely folded in ſuch a manner that part ol 
the writing appeared on the outſide, —he muſt haye 
| been firangely incurious indced, if ſeeing It a poew, 
"£nl1 wrote in his miſtreſs's hand, he had forbore exa- 
Mining it. * | | 


Never was any tranſport more viſible than in the 
countenance of Leonting while reading thele d& 
Ne luliye 


minner as ſhould have too much the appearance 6f | 
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Juſive ſtanzas ;— his look put we in mind. of the 
poet's $ WOrds : 


- Kindnefs has ref ſtleſs latin, | 
« All things elſe but feintly warms ; 
© It gilds the lover's ſervile chain, 
«* And makes the ſlave grow Prone: d and \ vain,” 


'Tho' by the particulars I have been repeating, 


the reader will eafily ſuppoſe I'was both an eye and” 


an ear witneſs of them, yet it is utterly impoſſible for. 
me to deſcribe either the looks or attitude of the 
one or the other, in the joyous ſurpriſe of finding 
himſelf, as he imagined, thus extremely dear to the 


_ only woman to. whom, he withed to be fo. 


She tock care to ſtay ſo long below as to give him. 


time to rcad over, more. than once, what ſhe intended: 


for his peruſal : it was flill in his hands whe! ſhe 
returned, but the ſeemed to take no notice ot it, 
and was beginning to apologize for her abſence by 
laying the blame on the impertinence of her ſtay- 


maker ; but Leontine, with a geſture full of rapture, 


mterrupted her, —ſaying, _ 
feontine. * O, madam,—you- muſt allow me to 
* become an Date for the honeſt tradeſman, ſince 


* by his fortunate detaining you I am made the hap- 
"3 of mankind. 


o this, Syrenia. affeQting not to comprehend the 


meaning of what he faid, replied with a ſmile, | 
Syrenia. * What riddle 1s this. you are about to 
* pulſe mie with ?—I am the dulleſt creature in 
* the world at giving a ſolution to theſe things.” 


Leoatine, * This paper, madam, wafted to me. 
© by the god of Idve's own hand, has given me the 
* withed for opportunity of proving myſclf leſs un- 
* worthy of the blefling I aſpire to, than your doubts 


* luggelt —No, my charming Syrenia, not all the 


* treaſures in the world could add one ray of luſtre 


* to the graces of your mind and perſon, —'tis thoſe 
* alone 1 covet to enjoy, and in poſſeſſing them ſhall 
* be more ich than In polloihng: both the Indies.” 


While 
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While he was ſpeaking Syrenia caſt her eyes upon 
the paper and bluſhed exceſſively ;—partly perhaps 
through ſhame, but more through the pleature which. 
diffuſed itſe]f through all her veins, on perceiving, 
by the behaviour of Leontine, how well the ſuccei 
of her plot had anſwered to the intention of it. 
The well diſſembled confuſion ſhe was in, was an 
excuſe for her not ſpeaking, and Leontine went on to 
_ aſſure her, in the moſt tender terms, that no conſ- 
_ Jeration whatever ſhould have the power to oblige 
him to withdraw that firm affeQtion he now vowed to 
| her, and that he hoped a very little time would put 
_ a final period to all her apprehenfions on that ſcore. 
What farther converſation paſſed between them at | 
this time I ſhall forbear to repeat, as it may be eaſily | 
gueſſed at; and proceed to the conduR of Syrenia 
 1n regard to her other lover, who the reader may 
think I have too long negleCted. Go i or oe, 
_ The buſineſs which called Roſfſano into the coun-_ 
_ try detained him there much longer than he had ex- 
_ pected, and an unlucky fall from his horfe, the very 
day before he intended to ſet out for London, occa- 
| fioned a ſecond delay to his journey ;—this abſence 
_ of his gave Syrenia a full opportunity of entertaining 
| her new lover, though ſhe received every poſt a letter 
from the former, all which ſhe did not fail to anſwer 
with that tenderneſs which might be expeCted from a 
woman who had promiſed to be his wife; till 


keeping cloſe to her firſt maxim, not to give any um- | 


brage to the one till ſhe was perfeQly ſecutie of the. 
"0: >: 5; oj El $4 
All pacmenty, however, being at laſt removed, 
that gentleman arrived in town on the ſame day that 
 Syrenta and Leontine were engaged in the manner | 
above recited ;<his impatience to ſee his beloved ' 


miſtreſs carried him immediately to her lodgings, — 


he came while his rival was with her ; but her niaid, 
well knowing how improper it was that they ſhould 
' meet, told him her lady was abroad, —on which he 


_ went away, faying he would return in the evening, 
o- i as 


from home. bes 
He was doubtleſs much diſappointed, but not at 


alt ſuſpicious of the cavſe, till having crofſed the 


ſtreet he happened to caſt his eyes back upon the 


houſe, either by chance, or poſſibly through fondneſs 


of the place which contained the idol of his wiſhes. 
—Syrenia was fiting in the window and Leontine 
very near to her :—Roffano had a full view of both ; 
but Syrenia was too earneſt in diſcourſe to obſerve 
him, though he ſtood motionleſs on the ſpot where 


he was for ſome minutes.—It ſeemed not ftrange to 


him that a gentleman ſhould be with her, though 
he could find no way to account ys he ſhould be 
denied acceſs to her but one, which ſtung him to 
the ſoul. ns 2 


He was more than once tempted by his jealouſy, 


as I afterwards diſcovered, to return and demand of 


the maid a reaſon for his having been refuſed admit- 
tance ; but ſecond thoughts prevailed, and he went 
| home to deliberate how it would beft become him. 


to behave in ſuch a circumſtance. | | 

| Leontine ſtayed ſupper, and Syrenia ſtepping out 
of the room to give ſome neceſſary orders to her 
maid, was informed by her that Roſſano had been 

there and the meffage he had left :—this greatly 
 diſconcerted her ; but after a little pauſe ſhe reco- 

 vered herſelf enough to give theſe direCtions : 


 dGrenia. ©* This is very unlſucky,—Leontine will 
© probably ſtay late ;—you muſt therefore tell Roſſano = 


'* that Tam not yet come home, —and that you believe 
* Tam gone to the phy” _ CTR 


The maid punRQually obeyed theſe direQtions, Roſ- 


fano only replied, —that fince it had happened ſo, he 
would do himſelf the honour to breakfaſt with her 
lady the next morning, —and then departed ſeemingly 
well fatisfied. : : 


But though he forbore giving any indications of _ 
oubted not but that the 


his jealouſy to this girl, be 
fecond repulſe was owing to the ſame motive the firſt 
had been ;—reſolving, however, to be fully con- 
Xt | vinced, 
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as he knew ſhe was not accuſtomed to ſtay late 
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vinced, he poſted his ſervant, whom he had brongit : 
- with him for that purpoſe, under a lamp a few doors - 
from the . houſe where Syrenia lodged; charging him } 


fo obſerve carefully who .came in or- out, and if he 
| faw a gentleman in. black. velyet and a bag wig, to 
follow him wherever. he went, find out his name if 
poſſible, and. bring him an exact account... _ 
Leontine was ſo much charmed with the diſcovery 
he had made of Syrenia's affeCtion,. that he quitted 
her apartment not till the night was very far advanced. 
 —Roſfſano's ſervant, however, kept cloſe to-his ſtand, 
till a chair . being called, he ſaw. the. gentleman his 


maſter had deſcribed go into it.;—he followed, and 


as ſoon as Leontine had entered the houſe where he 


lodged, and the .doar was ſhut, afked the. chairmen if 


' they knew the gentleman they had carried ; but they 
anſwering in the negative, and he ſeeing no houſe 
_ open where he might inquire, could learn .nothing 
farther _ that night ; but early the next. morning he 
went again, and had the addreſs to find out all the 
particulars that. could be expeQted from him. . | 


 _ Roflano was now affured.not. only . that he had a 
rival, but alſo-a rival highly favoured by his miſtreſs: - 


—the diftraCtion he was in may eaſily be.conceived ; 
but he diſſembled it on his firſt approach to Syrenia, 
whom he did not fail to viſit. the next. morning, as 
| he had told her maid. . ET = 

 Syrenia, before ſhe was informed of it, knew very 
well, that miſſing ſeeing ,her that night, he would 
' not. Jet another day paſs over without. coming, had 


the artifice to: tell, Leontine . ſhe was obliged to go. 
ſome few miles out of town to ſee a relation who ſhe 


heard was dangerouſly. 11]. EN Bo 
I am not a perſon who. live without having ſome 


buſineſs in the world, yet there. are. very few things - 


of conſequence enough to me to have detained me 
from being a witneſs of what «paſſed in this interview 


| between Roflano and Syrenia, and thall preſent my. 


readers with It as recarded in my faithful tablets. 
Syrenia no ſooner heard he was there than ſhe 
Tan to the top of the ſtair caſe. to recelye him, and 
a "= Dit, A Re Pine Be HE. wit 
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with the oreateſt ſhew of tenderneſs faluted him in 
theſe terms : 

Crenia. © My dear Rofſano, how grieved have 
© ] been for og the ſight of you laſt night, after 


c having been 


© of it 
Rofſano. © The misfortune, "Wr"'s" Syrenia, 
© was wholly mine; for while I moaned your 


© abſence you doubtleſs found ſomething to amuſe _ 


' and entertaln you. 

' play.” 
Mrenia, * | was ſo — but Skit could 7 find there 

© to compenſate for the ſatisfaction 1 mified by being 

.1fo uoluckily from home 

 Pofſans, * Were you at Covent- Garden ? y 

| \renia, * No z>—at Drury-Lane,—But why. do. 

+youalk? 

 Reſſano, * Only for a fooliſh fancy. 

Syrenia. © Nay, I may anſwer myſelf that queſ- 


'Þ heard you were at the 


e 
c 


—but 1 choſe to go in a diſhabiile, and ſat on the 


* for you to ſee me, 


Rofſano, * Not to impoſſ ble as you Imagine, ma- ; 


* dam ;—but.I had no necd to go to either of the- 


© Theatres, the obje&t I fo much languiithed to 
* behold preſented i:ſelf to me without wy taking: 


' any Pains. 


Theſe words: ecaficncd a viſhle change in ker: 
countenance, —— the bluthed excetlively,—cait her 
eyes upon the ground, and had not power”! to lift- 


tnem up while the ſaid only, 
Syrenia, * What is it you. mean ?” 
Roſſaro. * There needs no explanation ;- 


' but too mwch how well you are acquainted with 


* my meaning. ——Ah, Syrenia—Syrenia,—how dig”. 
©] once flatter myſelf with an aſſurance that your-. 
* heart was mine, inviolably mine ; but now | hind. 


6 wy ablence has been fatal. ta me ! 
Ovrenta, 


o long an age of time deprived : 


tion.—T will lay my life you went in ſeaich of me ;. 


back bench in Burton's box ;—ſo it was Ry 


NE -the- 
* ailorder you in vain endeavour to conceal hs S- 
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Syrenia *© Forbear to talk thus  — the: 


* ſuſpicions are unjuſt to me, and cruel to Your- 


TI | Oe, 
Rofſano, * Why then was TI laſt night turned 


. more happy rival was allowed the privilege of en- 
tertaining you till midnight — 
Syrenta. * Who teils you this >. | 

| Rofſano, * My own eyes, madam, were my fit 

intelligencers, —I faw you at that window,—fay 
alſo your new favourite, and eaſily judged hve 
both your attitudes what was the fſubje& of 

your converſation ; —as to the reſt, I was in- 

* formed of it by micans to which I afterwards had 

© recourſe.” Fern no rs | Ee 
The falſe Syrenia was now abſolutely confounded, 


" 


6 
RE 
c 


Of 


there was no giving the Tye to ocular demonſtra- 


tion as to the firſt part of Roſſano's charge againſt 


her, but ſhe endeavoured to avoid the latter, by 


_ ſaying, 


 Sprenia. © Well, fir, T own I was at home, 


and had ordered myſelf to be denied ; but cx- 
pected not your coming, or knew you had been 
here till after you were gone:—as for the gen- 
tleman you ſaw with me, 'tis your own jealous 
fancy alone that makes you regard him 1n the 
light of a lover. SIE 
Rofſano. * I grant you did not expe& me ; but 


— 99 Yo oY WE TY 


join in the company you had aboye : —belides, 
you cannot plead ignorance of my ſecond vilit, 
yet I was again turned back.” Ee 


«S644. 0 20 


Syrenia. © You wrong me ;—] proteſt I never 
heard of your being here till I was going to bed; | 
think no more therefore of ſuch idle ſtuff, —this 1s 
'not diſcourſe for two people who love, and have 


Roſſars. : 


a «a 6 


« {o long been abſent from each other,” 


from your door !—Why twice repulſed, while my 


| as your ſervant is no ſtranger to the footing we 
are upon, ſhe would certainly have looked on me 
as an exception to the general order you had given, 
if ſhe had not known I was no proper perton to | 
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Roſa 9. & Ah, Syrenia 1] wiſh the treatment 
i] have received would allow me to entertain you 


© with any other ;—there was a time when I could _ 
' be a5 gay, perhaps, as he who now ſupplants me | 


{ 11 your eſteem.” 


Syrenia.  * Still harping on the fame ſtring ;— re- 


' member what the poet fays : 


« No ſign of love in jealous men remains, 


« But that which fick men have of life, their 


pains.” 


She had juſt done repeating theſe lines when the | 
tea equipage was brought in for breakfaſt, and 


Rofſano, who | conld perceive by his countenance 


was little pleaſed with the trifling anſwers the had | 
made to his reproaches, roſe up to take his leave, 


en which ſhe ſuddenly catched hold of his hand, 


and with a well counterfcited tenderneſs in her. 


voice and eyes, faid to him. 


FSyrenia. * You will not go and leave me in this 


_— pr os | 
Rofſano. * Indeed I muſt —]1 have this 
* moment thought of a buſineſs that requires imme- 


date-- diſpatch.” ea | 
Grenia. * Shall T then ſee you in the afternoon ? 
Rofſano, * I cannot promiſe.” SPL TT 
He was half way down ftairs while ſpeaking theſe 
laſt words, and though ſhe followed him two or three 
ſteps, and called ts him to ſtay, he turned not, 


nor even looked back upon her, but went haſtily | 


out of the houſe. | 


| Twas reſolved to ſee what was his intent, and 
accompanied him to the houſe of that kiniwoman 


where he had firſt ſeen Syrenia ; —he was beginning 
to tell her what cauſe of complaipt he had again 
that lady, but ſhe ſtopped his mouth by ſaying, ſhe 
was already acquainted with every hag he had 
to relate, and then proceeded to inform 


vilited 


im, that 
having a friend who lived oppoſite to Syrenia, ſhe 
had learned that ſhe entertained a new lover, who | 


ry 
"= IEE of Pty own tpouget gu,  IET Is h 
_ - mm : a mai 
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viſited her almoſt every day, and that the neigh. 
hourhood believed -t would very 4 be a 
match: ---* -- 
Roffano went fiom this relation. to his. own lods- 
_ ings, where having vented ſome part of his rage in 
exclamations on the levity. and ingratitude of woman- 
Lind, he fat down and wrote the [e following lings: 


Tao LEONTINE., : 


+ $ 1 R, 

« Y O U have andearourcd; to fupplant me in 
t the affeftion of the woman I loved, and am 
0 engaged to marty ; ——1 need not tell you I mean. 
* Syrenia ;—- I expe& therefore you will either 
« refign all pretenſions to her under_ your own hand,, | 
or ive ſuch fatisfattion as one gentleman hasa 
KC. right to demand from another in theſe caſes ;—— 
«« I thall attend you behind Montagye-houle « at Eight 
" to-morrow morning, "L1ll when, 
| 7+ 0s Yours, 

I. Ros5axo,” 


This he ſent immediately to  Lecncins; who "he T 


Par to be at home, returned an anſwer by the- 
carer in hes. terms ; 


| T 0 Ronrees | 


8 SIR, 


x I OWN pfalf a lover of Byrends, but know. 
*© A nothing of your courtſhip to her, nor. wili be- 
lieve ſhe 18-under, any: engagement of the nature 
you mention, either to you or any other man ;- 
and ſhall be. ſo far from reſigning my pretenſi-. 
ons, that I will defend them to the laſt moment 
of 1ny life ; you may therefore rely on my meet. 
wg you. & the time > and place appointed. 
* outs; --- 
6 LgONTINE. 


Roflano ) 


66 
«c 
6c 
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Rofſano had ſcarce finiſhed reading this billet 
when a porter brought him a Ty from begrons 


the contents whereof were theſe : 
_ To Ros54an0. 
es My very dear Rossand, ns he 
" Y O U R behaviour this morning ku thrown 


me into diſquiets, which might excite com- 


* paſſion in a heart leſs devoted to me than I flat- 


© tered myſelf yours was ;——1 thought the love 


* between us was eſtabliſhed on a more ſolid baſis, 
* than to be ſhook by every puff of jealous caprice 


on] doubt. not but to convince you that yours is 
no other.- 


_ * to ſee you this evening ; for I cannot bear you 


© ſhould _ another night in fuch cruel ſuſpici- 


Y ons of E 
E T Your ucdially elennte 


6 _ SYRE Nia.” 


Lparcatind he was in Come dilemma on n reading 
this billet ;——he pauſed a while, then faid, -- + 
Reſſano, * My compliments to the lady, and— 
Then pauſed again, and at laſt cried, 


Rofſano. ** Tell her I am eam__. this day, but 


© will wait on her to-morrow .* 


Various refleQtions ſeemed now rolling in the 
mind of this much abuſed lover ; but I lett him in_ 
them, and contented myſelf with going the next 
morning to the field of battle, in order to ſee how 
the combatants would behaye ;—they were both fo 


punctual to the time, that it is hard to ſay which of 
them was firſt within the liſts. Roffano, 
however, having ſome idea of Leontine, as he had 
'feen him through Syrenia” S window, ad vanced towards 
him, and faid, 


© invited Lither 


Reſſans. > eG lr, you are the gentleman ; 


Leontine, 


If this is ſo lucky as to find you | 


at home, or you receive It time enough, I beg. 
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Leontine. * You are not deceived, fir, if your 
© name be Roſſano” ror og me 
Roſſano. * The fame, fir” | 
Leontine. * Mine then is Leontine, and you fu | 
me ready to maintain my pretenſions to the fair | 
Syrend..” i -- I Ces Cn 
Roſſano. © And I to aſſert that right, which , | 
long ſeries of encouraged courthhip and mutus] | 
* vows:have given me? oi EC 
Leontine. * This then 1s the way we mult diſpute | 
© the prize.” | a | 
| Both their ſwords were already drawn, and Rot- 
fano, either _—_— ſuperior {kill or better fortune, | 
gave his antagoniſt a fight wound in the fide on 
the firſt paſs, and on the ſecond a much deeper | 
. on the right arm, which occaſioning a great effuſion ? 
| of blood, he was obliged to drop his ſword, on | 
which the other, imagining the miſchief to be greater | 
than it really proved, ſtepped haſtily towards him | 
with theſe words : = Gy ES 1 
| Roſſano.' * Sir, Though IT might expe the juſtice 3 
of my cauſe would give me ſome advantage over | 
you, 1 ſhould be extremely ſorry to find it attend- 
ed with any bad effets, —1 beg therefore, as 
there are fcarce any chairs abroad ſo early, you | 
will give me leave to ſupport you to my lodg- | 
ings, which are very near, and where you may |} 
have immediate afſiſtance. =— ro rel 
 _Leontine accepted the offer, —2 ſurgeon was in- | 
mediately called, and his cloaths ſtripped off in orcer | 
to haye his wounds examined ;—that on his fide 
was not at all deep, and that on his aim hap- ? 
pening only among a knot of veins, required little 
more than a tight bandage for its cure :—he was 
adviſed, however, to drink ſome mulled wine, and 
then endeavour to compoſe himſclf to fleep for a : 
few hours.—Roſſano, with a great deal of huma- 
nity and politeneſs, took care to fee this injunCtion 
performed, and on Leontine's requeſting it, ſent to 
his lodgings for freſh cloaths and linen, for him to 
put on when he ſhould awake. 


A A 


"42s 5 We Mc © WW * 


As 


UT 


_ + apparel, that I may riſe with decency ; 
 « the mean time, fir, ſhould take it as a favour that _ 
_ * you would let me know, how far I have been guilty 
* of injuſtice to you in regard of Syrenia : —— in_ 
. * your billet to me you mention an engagement ; 
| * ——if it be ſo I was perfectly | aig of it, 
! 
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As Roſſano was retiring to leave his gueſt to that 
repoſe which was thought needful for him, he ſaw 
4 paper lying on the floor, which he took up, 
not knowing but it was ſomething belonging to him- 


ſelf ;,—but how great was his amazement when he _ 


found what it contained,—this being the very verſes 


Syrenia had wrote on Leontine, and had fortuitouſ- 


ly been ſhook out of that gentleman's pocket, as 


his cloaths were haſtily thrown to the other fide of 


the room. 


"Till now, the love- he had © bore Syrenia kept 


him from entertaining any worſe opinion of her 


condu, than that it was the vanity incident to her 


ſex, which alone had made her encourage the ad- 


dreſſes of Leontine ; but this plain-proof of her incon- 


fancy gave a ſudden turn to his ſentiments, and 


changed at once all the tenderneſs he ever had for 
| her into contempt and hatred. Rn 
| Leontine alſo had ſome uneaſy thoughts on the 
ſcore of Syrenia ; —oo— Roflano ſeemed to him to 


be a man of too much honour to aſſert a falſhood, 


and began to fear that hunſelf had been deceived in 


| his opinion of the lady's ſincerity ;—being leſs in- 
clined to fleep than to be fatistied in this point, 


he rung a bell which hung by the bedſide, on which 


Roffano, who was no farther than the next room, 


went in and aſked how he did ; 
replied, _ ag et 

 Leontine. * So well, that I think I need Ve here 
* no longer than *till my man brings me ſome clean 


—to which he 


_—_—5 


and at that time imagined I had firong reatons 


_ © for diſbelieving, —— otherwiſe I do affure you, 


* tir, not all my paſſion for that Jady ſhould have 
* made ine attempt to diſunite your loves.” 
. _ Roſſare. 


in. 
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 Rofſano, * Though it may ſeem. ungenerous t 
© boaſt a lady's favours, as I have no other way 
_ © to juſtify my raſh proceedings towards you, te | 
© pleaſed to read that letter. og yo ie, 
| In ſpeaking this he preſented to Leontine the letter 
Mp he had received from Syrenia the day be!ore, which | 
3 that gentleman had no ſooner looked over, than he 
| cried out with the greateſt ſurpriſe, _ EE 
 LTeontine. * Good heaven !—Why this was dated 
© but yeſterday ! ons 
| Rofſano. * Yes, fir, and wrote on account of wy | 
teſtifying ſome jealouſy, on your being with her 
the evening before ; ——J but I have now done | 
with that idle paſſion, and can now reſign m 
claim with as much calmneſs, as I would lately 
have maintained it with eagerneſs _ | 
 Leontine. * Is 1t poſſible you can be in earneft ” 
Rofſans, * Were Syrenia more heautiful than ihe 


G a: AR... @. > 
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| © 1s, the enjoyment of her perſon without her heart MW « 

| _ * could give no happineſs ; and had this paper, | 

| © which accidentally fell from your pocket in the i 

| * hurry this morning, happened ſooner into my hand, MI + 
* I ſhould not have proceeded as I have done. A: 


In ſpeaking this he gave Leontine the paper he | 
had taken up ;= --the other immediately ſaw | 
What it was, and receiving it with a fſinile made 
this reply: NR TO Z | 
 Leontine. * T thank you, fir ; but 1 aſſure youl 
© am not at all vain of theſe verſes, as they ſerve M + 
_ © only to prove that the lady was willing to be dou- | 
© hle armed, and in caſe one lover ſhould fail, to | 


© be provided with another” 
After this, they began to enter into a very free 
_ diſcuſſion on the condutt of Syrenia towards them 
both ; and there now appeared ſo much deceit, 
- mean artifice, —= ingratitude and perfidy, as wellto WM 
the one as to the other, that it is hard to fay which 
of them entertained the moſt deſpicable notions of 
her :— -»—in fine, they agreed to reſent the im- 
poſitions ſhe had practiſed on them in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſome of my fair readers, how greatly ous 
= they 
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they may condemn Syrenia, will not perhaps eaſily 
:bſolve them for. 

The ſervant of Leontine being arrived with the 
things his maſter had ordered to be brought, that 
gentleman. roſe and got hinuſelf dreſſed, and Roſiano in 
the mean time employed himfelt in gathering up all the 
letters he had received from Syrenia, and made them 
up in a large packet, and wrote on the cover, 


* Amorous billets from a lady, of TY very extraordi- 
nary character." | 


They went Is tay eb to the houſe where 
Srrenia lodged, and the door being opened, ruſhed 


up ſtairs without any ceremony, and even into the 
dining-room . where the was fitting. —-Leontine was 


the firlt rhat entered ; the roſe to Teceive ham ; but 
ſzeing his arm 11 a four. cned out, 

Syrenia, * Oh, fir, what accident las befailen 
« you?” | 

Leautine. * No unlucky one, madam; 4 "OED 
© indeed, received two fhght wounds on your 2c- 
* count ; but I bleſs the hand that gave them, fince 
* they hee been the means of curiug one of a more 
—_— nature in my heart.” 


Ste had no time to aſk what he meant: by Gaſe 


words, — Rofſano was now iu the raoOMm, and re- 

joined to what the other had ſaid in this manner : 
Roſſauo, * My heart 1s alfo in a pretty good con- 

* dition to0 ; for though I have loft a miftreſs, I 


* have gained a friend, —_ whom I have reaſon to. 


* hope more fincerity.—You ſee, madam, two per- 
' ſons together, whom doubtleſs you aiked- to keep 


* ſeparate, while we had ſeparate intereſts ; but we 


* have now agreed, and as we lately joined to per- 
' ſecute you with our addreſſes, now Join in the 
{ refolution of troubling you no more.” 
Leontine, * ] have nothing to add, madam, to 
* what my friend has delivercd, but to reſtore this 
Þ per, W hich Can be of no ule to me, and may be 
Vou. II N. * of 


. « 
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* -of ſome to you, as change but the name, the pic- 
* ture may ſuic fome happter man.” We 
 Refſano. * And I return thoſe letters you haye 
« from time to time favoured me with! 
He then laid Gown the packet, at the fame time 
Leontine did the veries, upon a table.—Syrenia was 
all this while immoveable as a ſtatue, —ſhe had found 
from their firſt entrance that they had compared | 
_Notes,—that {ſhe was expoſed, — her arts laid open, 
and her hopes irrecoverably loſt with both ;—fain 
the would have ſpoke but had not power ; and al 
| the could utter at laft was, od be — 
Syrenia. * Mighty well ;—fſo then I am to he 
* —— Od hen ES 
Reſſano, * No, madam, your birth and beauty | 
are your protection ; and had your mind been 
equal to either, neither of us, I believe, would | 
have broke his chain, or even wiſhed to regain | 
that liberty we now have ſo much cauſe to tri- | 
_umph in. fd is : 
| Leontine. * Come, fir, you ſee the lady is dif | 
concerted, —let us leave her to meditate on this | 
adventure, it may be of ſervice in ſome future | 
one.” | TNT De To ett OY $8 ; 
 Rofſaro, * With all my heart. —A good huſbard } 
to you, madam.” "s | 
 Leontine. * | joi 
* vant, madam.” oh oy 
They departed with theſe worc's, and I ſtaid not | 
| long atter them, —the ſight of Syrenia's deſpair, how ? 
Juſtly fever ſhe had breught it on herſelf, giving | 
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n in the fame wiſh.—Your ſer- | 
more pain than fatisfaRton. 
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BOOK VII. 


—_— 


> CHAP-L 


' Contains a brief detail of ſuch occurrences as preſent- 
ed themſelves to the Author's obſervation, in an 


evening's Inviſibie ramble thro ſeveral par. of this 
metropolis, _ | i | | 

F T has often been a matter of very great concern 
to me, and I believe muſt be the iame to every 


thizkiag mind, to ſee how ſome people are conti- 


zually aurried and buſizd about mere trifles, of 10 
manner of conſequence to themſelves, or ſcarce to 
any body elſe ; while all the cuties of religion, 
—all the regard for the welfare of their moſt 
particular friends,—all love of country, and even 


the deareſt interefts of their own families, are to- 


tally negleQed.. | p_ = 
What judgment can we form of a perſon of thi; 


_ caft, but that ne has a vacuum in his head, ready 


to be filled up with the firſt toy that preſents i:1clt, 


2nd not being endowed with a ſtrength of reaſon 


ſuficient to dire& his choice, ſuffers himſelf to be 


engroſſed by ſuch things as lie finds make moſt noiſ: 
in the world, not ſuch as have moit relation to his 


own aftairs, either as to fortune or reputation. 


| Can there be a fight more {arcical than for a man. 
who, without any petition to preter, or tut to foli- 
cit ; in fine, without any call or buſineſs whatſoe- 
ver, 1s continually cringing at the levee of a miniſter 

_ of ſtate, and when the compliments are paid and 

the circle is difinifſed, runs through the whole round. 


of his acquaintance, reporting where he has been, 
and what he has ſeen, ſagacioufly remarking on 


every nod, wink, or finile of the great man, nd 
knding myſtery even in the tye of his wig, or he 
looſe or ſtrait buttoning his coat ? Dn 
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Another, whoſe affairs at home perhaps are in- 
volved in the utmoſt perplexities, ſhall paſs the beft 
part .of his time among the jobbers in 'Change-alley, 
— g0 from coftee-houſe to coftee-houſe, — inquire 


_ of every broker he meets with the price of ſtocks, in 
which he has no fhare, or money to purchaſe any, 


and be more folicitous in finding out the uſes to 
which the Sinking Fund is appropriated than for the 
means of extricating himſelt out of his preſent difh- 
culties. | ry | 


A thud values himſelf much upon being a great 
__ conmnoifſeur in politicks, — regiſters all the publick 
_ Papers from year to year, pretends to reconcile all 


the contradiftions they contain, and to diſcover ſome 
latent meaning in every paragraph, and takes more 
pains to unriddle their imaginary znigmas, than a poor 
ſervitor at the univerſity does to tranſlate Perfius for 


a rick ſtudent who pays, and fathers the labour of his 


brain. fans Ee, 
Others have a taſte for building, — are extremely 


._ curious 41 ornamenting the ſtructures they cauſe to 
be erected with carvings, paintings, and ſuch like 
ſuperticial beauties; but never once examine how 
| the foundation is laid, or whether the pompous out- 
works may not be liable to fink very ſoon into a heap 
of rubbiſh. — Some employ their whole cares on the 


breeding and well managing their horſes, hounds, 
and game-cocks, Jeaving the education or their ſons 


entirely unregarded. Y 


Impoflible is jt to enumerate the warious trifles 


' with which too many, even among the highet claſs 


_ of life, ſuffer themſelves not only to. be amuſed, but 
wholly taken up ;— but I think, without any dan- 
cer of being accuſed of too much ſeverity, one may 


juſtly fay with Shakeſpear of tuch men, that 


«© The earth has bubbles as the water hath, | 
* And theſe are ſome of them.” | | 


In a word, — MucH aDo aBouT NoTHING 
is a play ſo univerſally aCted in this town, that one 
PR” >. 
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can go to very few places without being witneſs of 


ſome ſcenes of it. | DOE: | 
As inſignificant, however, as theſe people may 
ſeem, by the deſcription I have given of them, ard 


- as in efte&t they really are, they are yet of more 
conſequenee to the publick than 1s generally believed, 


or than they themſelves, with all the ſtock of vauity 
they are uſually poſſeſſed of, are capable of 1magin- 
ing ;— this, tho” it may be thought a paradox, will 
be eaſy for me to make appear,— as thus : 


Theſe unjudging creatures, for I have already : 
proved them to be ſuch, are frequently made the 


tools by which evil and deſigning inen faſhion out 
their ends :— when thoſe in power have any thing 


on foot, from which they find it neceſſary to divert 


the attention of the nation, it 1s but throwing out 
ſome whiſper, though of ever ſo abſurd and ridicu- 


lous a nature, ameng the people I am ſpeaking of, 


and they will immeduately ring it in the ears of the 


populace till it becomes the cry, and every argument | 
that truth and reaſon can alledge 1s deatened with the 


noiſe. | 


It was doubtleſs by this very means chiefly, that 
Oliver Cromwell and his ſubtle agents accompliſhed 
the dreadful wark of murder anc uſurpation.; and 


there have been ſome inſtances, of a yet more mo- 
dern date, which have ſhewn how far this ſpirit of 


enthuſiaſm. has been able to bring abent the moiſt 
aftonithing as well as the moſt pernicious events j— _ 


events which all good men and taithful patriots have 
beheld with horror and deteſtation, though unable 


to repel the impetuous torrent of a blind, bigoted, 


and miſtaken zeal :— events which we are willing to 
flatter ourſelves will no more fpread diſtraction and 
devaſtation through theſe kingdoms. 


A late moſt excclent poet feems, no:withitanding, 
to have had ſome apprehenſions of this kind ;— in 


lpeaking on the topic of national calamities he fays 
very elegantly, though I hope not prophetically,. 


N 3 gs * Who 
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* amaz'd we ſaw, 
' When ſome black time may come when rage thal) 


« grapple law, - \ 


bs Ard huſh palejufiice wit h dominion 5 awe 7 


; Who knows but we may fee again what "t 


An experience of many years, RES with a6! 
gent clſervation of the LAY has convinced me, 
beyond all doubt, that theſe lacoalld erates, Without 

being ſenſible of the miſchief they do, have keen, 
' and Gally are, the infiruments of propagating the 
mofi infamous ſcancals, groſs falſitics, and baſe ai- 
 perfions on tie great and good ; as alfo the moſt ri- 
_ viculeous ard idle tories, invented and calculated by 
men of mcre thinking heads, to amuſe and Givent the 
attention of the public from what mc demands its 
egard. 

A olaring ;ſiance of this latter kind now takes vp 
the tow NR all mouths are full of jt,— all cars are 
open to it ;— bur jt appears to me that there are ſew 
eyes Cicar enouzh to clſcern the ſecret ground-woik 
ot this mountain of 2bſurci:1 les, and On wha t mctive 
it was ereGted, | 

I think it rot my prevince, however, nor ſhall 
preſume to inform the judgment of any ore 1n this 
poin', but Thall only relate a paſſ>ge ] happened 10 
be wiineſs of, which every one 1s at liberey to cel- 
cant upon as he ſhall think proper, __ 
| Being one Gay on the orker ſide of the Royal- Exe 
change, where ſome buſineſs I had there being diſe 
Pa: .ched ſooner than I expeRted, It came into my 
h::d to call in at a certain celebra'ed coffee-houle, 
which 1 had been told was ſrequented by 2 pen | 
number of the moſt eminent and wealthy cit1zens 
but as I had no acquaintance with them, and ſome 
other wore ſubſantial reaſons for not appearing 1t_ 
propria perſona, I cl:ofe to go in my Inviſible capactty-. 

Purſuant to this reſolution I ſtepped into the firlt 
obſcure allcy I could find, and there girded on MY 


precious Belt, which, as well as my Tablets, Book 
0) 
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dm went out without taking with: me, and then. 
haſted to the place I mentioned. Es Ein, 
I found the room very fall of company, mot of 
whom were of that fe of ciſſenters from the eita- 
biiſhed church which ate under the denomination Ci 
Preſbyterians;— I would not. here be underitood to. 
mean any thing in ridicule of thoſ? gentlemen ; for 


| love and revete every man of real viitue and good 


ſenſe, be he of what perſuaſion ſoever. 

How far the perſons I have juſt now occaſion to 
ſpeak of anſwer to either of theſe charaQters I will 
not pretend to fay,— let their own words teſtify, 
I ſhall, according to the phraſe of the inſpired writer, 
— ſet a gnard upon/ my mouth that I offend not 
with my lips. — But to proceed, _ : 

Three or four, wiio I afteryrards perceived were 
leading men among the ſanCtified tribe, were enge- 
gedin a very warm diipute with a gentieman wao 
endeavoured, with a great deal of ſpirit, to expoic 
the groſs abſurdities and falihyod of a cauſe they 


took upon them to maintain, and with a kind of na-. 


giſterial air attempted to enforce the belief of in others. 
The odds appeared to me at firſt, I confelis, to be 
a little ungenerous ;. but I was the more firengthen- 
8 in this opinion, when I heard the manner in waich 
they delivered their arguments, and that were urged 
in favour of one of the moſt prepoſterous and ridi- 
cuious complaints, that ever engaged the attention of 
any men of common ſenſe ; — aiter ſaying this, 1 
think it needleſs to add, it was the affair of Squires 
and Canning. — As I am utterly unacquainted with 
the names either of thoſe wio derencicd the cauſe of 
the latter, or of him who wuvered it with contewp”*, 
[ thall Giſtinguiſh the one by that of Afſertors, and 


_ the other by that of Opponent, _ | | 
The conye: fation which paſſed on both ſides, after . 
Fkad got a convenient place to poit myſelf, and had 


lpread wy Tablets, I ſhall give the public a faithful 

tranſcript of, as taken from thoſe unerring teitimo- 

mes, and was as the reader will fnd under-written. 
NT N 4 | Firjt 
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Firjt Aſertor. * 1] am ſurpriſed, fir, you Nhiouls 
rack your brain for arguments agatnit the cauſe of 


helpleſs innocence and virtne in diftteſs.” 
Second AſJertor, * ”is barbarous, ”tis cruel. — 


Where ſhall we find an obje of compaſion if Bet- 


ty Canning 1s not one?— We know her, fir,— 
know her to be pure and unpolluted.” IS 
Third Afferter. * Ay,— Sane is of our congregati- 


on,— has always been a atligent frequenter of the 


meeting-houſe, and fervent in her devotions.” _ 

Opponent. © So becaufe the is of your congregati-. 
on,— It natwally follows ſhe mutt be chaſte and 
pious ;— the lambs of your flock never go aſtray; 


 — but 1 forbear to make any reflection on this 


ſcore, and ſhall only fay, I never ſhall give credit 


to a ſtery ſo full of inconſiſtencies and 1mprobabi- 


lities, as this which has been forged by her and hu 
accomplices.”. | Eng A 


Firſt Aſertor. © Sir, there is no reafonmy againft | 
fact ; the has ſworn to the truth of it before a ma- 
giftrate, and that magiſtrate has teſted his belicf 


of it.” & 


Opponent. * Yes,— the ſtory ſhe told was roman- | 
tic,— it ſui:ed his tafte,—he thought it might be a 
_ proper fubject to work up into a Farce or Puppet- 


thew, ſo was willing to promote the crcdibility of 
Firſt Afertor. * Mere ſpite and ſcandal” 
Opponent. * Not at all; and I doubt not but the 


* impoſition will be fully laid open by another magt- 


{ttte, ſuperior in every degree to him who takes 
por part.” wn Y 


l ir/t Afertor. * Sir, it is prophane and impious 
31: him, or you, or any man, to efpouſe the cauſe 
of a wicked old hag, — a vagabond,— a gipley, 
ſuch as Mary Squires; and a known inſtrument 


of libidinous pleafures, ſuch as mother Wells.” 

Yecond Aſſertor. * Oh 'tis an abomination to all 
00d men, and every word in favour of thoſe vile 
wretches ſmells rankly of the breath of the old fer- 


* -pent.* | | 


Op/ onent. 
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Opponent, © Gentlemen, I have nothing to al- 


+ ledge in defence of theſe creatures; bur that how- 


« ever guilty they may have ben, or continue to be, 


* in other reſpects, they are entirely innocent 1n this 
© they are now accuſed of.” | TT 


. » 


Firft Aſſertor. * No, no,—'tis impoſſible? 
Opponent. * Saying a thing does not prove it to 


© be ſo;— but give me leave only to offer a few 


* queries, in relation to ſome of the many incon- 


*« fiſtencies in the tale told by that idle wench, Betty 
_* Canning” | | | 


Second Afſertor. © Do fo, cas we ſhall know how 


© to anſwer them. 


Opponent. * Firſt then,— ſuppoſing her to have 


* been robbed in the manner the pretends by two rut- 
* fans, — what could induce fellows who live upon 
* the ſpoil, after having taken from her all they 


* found worth taking, to quit the purſuit of other 


* booty, and loſe their time in dragging her 1:to the 


-: 8 country, only ro throw her into the houſe, and 
* then leave her there; for the does not accuſe them 
_* of making any attempt upon her chaſtty, _ 


Firſt Aſertor. * As to that, —it is highly proba- 


* ble they might be fee'd by mother Wells, to bring 
* the firft young woman they could meet with to ker 
* houſe, in order to he made a facrifice to her mer- 


« cenary views, and the luſt of fome vile fellow.. 


Opponent, © "Then they would certainly have 


« choſe an obje&t of a more tempting aſpect, or 
' would haye deſerved little for their pains ;— bur 
' let that paſs — If it were as you imagine, — would 


* any woman, who it is ſaid has long been in prac- 


* tice in the ſeducing trade, have behaved towards 
' the prey brought into her clutches in the fathion 
' ſhe did to Betty Canniag ?— Would the not rather 
' have ſoothed the frighted' maid, — revived her 
' drooping fpirits with good eating and drinking, — 
promiſed: her tine cloaths, and then mtroduced 
' ſome man to her, who might have aliured her ro 
' the fin ſhe aimed to make her guilty of ?— Surely 
* the way to tempt her to be a proſticute was not to 
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lock her up alone in a wild deſolate room, with- 
out a bed to he upon, or any other refreſhment 
| than a hitile bread and water ;— ſuch uſage, one 
wat think, was intended. to mortify, not excite a 
nal inclination. b 

fi / Aſſertor. * Sir, I am grieved,- — greatly 
grieved in fpirit, to find you ſo: ignorant of the 
torce of virtue ;— 1 tell you,. fir, that the courage 
_ and relolution of this pious virgin ftruck ſuch an 
awe into the minds of thoſe profligate wretches ſhe 
was placed among, that they had not the power of 
putting their wicked deſigns in execution ;— Hex 
ven, indeed, for a tria! of her patience, permitted 
them to diſtreſs her helpleſs Innocence, but not to 
« deſfiroy it” 


La 


Opponent. « Very extraordin: Ty, truly. - _ But 
*. pray, fir, why did this ſuffering ſaint remain to 


long under the roof of fuch abandoned Creatures, 
ſince all accounts agree that in three days, nay in 
three hours after her confiiement, ſhe had the 
ſame opportunity of making her eſcape as at. the 
time ſhe pretends to eficCt it ??. | 
Second Aﬀertor. * Her Eyes were not open bo 
* the means of her deliverance till that blefſed mo- 
ment ;— 1t was  ordaine ©! ſhe ſhould undergo the 
6 perſecution the did, 1 order to make her virtue 
more triumphant over fin a1! thame 

Opponent, *©* Oh, gentle::en,— theſe arguments 
will never be ſwallowed any where but i; a conven- 
© ticle.” -- | 

Third Aſſertor. 0. They will always haye 
their dve weight with every one but a reprobute.” 

Opponent, * How, fir” 

'The Opponent was ſo much nbd at thels 
words, that he ſtarred from his feat, and was about 
to reply with his fiſt, but ſome of the more moderate 
part of the company interpoſed, and prevented tne 
miſchief that might otherwite have enſued :—by their 

cr{uaſons he fat down «pain, and the diſpute would 
doubilets have been renewed, it may be with greater 


| vehemence than betore, it a drawer fiom a neigh- 
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touring tavern had not Juckily come and told him 
that two gentlemen, whoſe names he mentioned, de- | 
fired to ſpeak with him; on which he went away, 
perhaps to the great fatisfaQtion of the afſertors ot. | 

| Betty Canning's cauſe, who, it he had ſtayed and _ 1 
continued his queries, might probably have been a 44] 

little puzzled to find anſwers to them. _ _ M1 

During the debate I have been repeating, every "wl 
one ia the room kept a protuund filence ; but aftet- 40h 
wards the converſation became general, — ſeveral Li 
other ſubjects were ſtarted by particutar perſons, bur 11k 
they were not liſtened to,— the majority feemed to _ '| fl 

| have their: heads ſo full of Betty Canning, that they. 4.8 
could ſcarce think or ſpeak of any thing beſide :— | N 
'tis true, indeed, they did not all give credit to her Wit 
ſtory, yet the poſitiveneſs with which they heard it [i 
aFrmed, made the leaſt credulous divided in their. 
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| thoughts, and afraid to paſs a judgment either on the. il j 
| MW one or the other de of the quettion. _ Iz ['Þ 
MM The reader will doubtleſs naturally ſuppoſe, that 161 
0 it was impoſſible for me to live in the world, and | ij 
| have any acquaintance 1n 1!, without having heard, 181 
T long before 1 came to this place, much talk of Eliza- _ i | | 
5: of beth Canning,— her pitiful diſtreſs, — her miracu- If | 
; lous preſervation and eſcape, and all the other pro- 40 IH 
WW diptes of that amazing ſtory. _ Fs eee oe 11 
_ *Tis true, indeed, 1 was a firanzer to no part of "| 
J It ;,= but then my conyerſation being chiefly among bh.k 
= the gay part of the town, I was not much lurprited_ is | 
= that people who can find very little to employ their 4\\'F 
p--4 thoughts, ſhould be fond of a tale v. hich had ſo much HY 
of the marvelous in i: ;— as children, before they | 
arrive at years Capable of being infruQed in more wy. 
: fold matters, liten with pleaſure to their nurſes. fto- + | | 
{ ries of giants, — fairies, and enchanted caſtles,— as _ 110124 
e 1 ſuch I rega:ded all they ſaid, and thought no further | | 
e of it. I, CE ed a a bk | ATR 
4 But when I heard grave citizens,— ten of buſi _ | i 
d nefs,— of a ſedate deportiment, and good uaderſtzand- = "bi 
WW '"gin other things, argue with ſeriftis countenances dnt 
z on ſuch a heap of wild abſurdities, I cannot fay whe- nt 
ig | | | Ee ther 181 
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ther my aſtoniſhment or indignation had moſt dom;. 


SI OO 


nion over my faculties; but this I know, that boik 


together deſtroyed all the little ſtock of patience 7 am 
_ maſter of, and would not ſuffer me to ſtay any longer | 
to liffen to thoſe inſiznificant debates which I found 
_ were likely to continue among this company. 


CHAP..O. 


 Relates fome farther incidents of a pretty particuluy 


nature, avhich fell under the f4uther*s obſervation 
in the ſame evening's Inviſible progreſſion. 
AJ HOSE turbulent emotions which the ſcene | 
& Had juſt come from being witneſs. of had raiſed 
in me, being ſomewhat quieted by air and walking, 


1 had the —_ to call in at another great coffee- 


houſe, hoping I thonld find there ſomething to give a 
turn to the prefent diſpoſition of ny mind. 
But 1 found that the remains of my ill humour were 


| not. to be fo ſoon Cifſipated as I had imagined. —- 


Here was indeed a vaſt deal of company, clerks in 


_ Publick offices,— lawyers,— phyſicians,— tradeſuien, 
_ and ſome few civines, compoſed the promiſcuous af- 
fen:bly ; but all were engaged on the fame dirty 


draggle-tail ſubject, as one of our news-writers juſtly 
terms it, the names of Betty Canning, the Gipſey, 
and mother Wells, refounded from each quarter i 


the crouced 100m, and the cauſe then depending be- 


tween theſe creatures made the whole converſation at 
every table. EG a | 


. Here I would not be at the trouble of opening my 
Tablets, eafily perceiving that nothing worthy of be- 


i.g recorded in them, or of communicating to the | 
publick, was likely to enſue; and alſo that the ſmall- 
eſt part of time I ſhould wake in this company, would 
be paying too Cerr for any diſcourſes I ſhould hear 


_ trom them. 


Accordingly T left the houſe, after having layed 


there about ſeycn minutes; but had not reached the 


next ſtreet before a confuſed noiſe behind, obliged me 
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to. ſtand up in the porch of a door till the hubbub 
. was paſſed by. en Nene 
| The occaſion of this uproar preſently appeared ;— 


it was 4 poor fellow carried on a bier, with very little 


ſigns of Iife in him, — his face covered with blood = 
which iſſued from his noſe and mouth,— his clothes 

_ torn, that the naked. fleſh appeared 1n many places ; 
 Þut ſo deformed with bruiſes that it could ſcarce be 
| known for what it was ;—a mixed rabble of men, 


women ard children followed, ſhouting, hallooing, 
and crying,—it was good enough for him,—and that 


they were Bu he had got his reward. 


| was ftartled at ſo much inhumanity, for 1 
thought nothing could excuſe ſuch cruel treatment, 


though I doubted not but the fellow had been guilty 
of ſome atrocious crime ;=- but I was ſoon unde- 


ceived 1n this point, and let into the whole affair. 
A tradeſman who happened to. be ſtanding at his 


ſhop door, juſt oppoſite to the place. where I had 
taken ſhelter, ſtepped forward and aſked what was 
the watter,— and by what accident the peor man on 
the bier was reduced to that condition he ſaw him 
- in;— on this ſeyeral of the mob gathered about him, 


and anſwered his interrogatories in theſe terms : 


Fir} Meb. * Ah, fir, he is as arrant a rogue as 


* ever you heard of in your life? _ 
Second MA. * Aye, 'twere no matter if he had 
© been killed outright.” Dr Bags Ln” 
Third Mob, * No, no, 'tis much better as it is, 
— T hope to make a holiday to ſee him hanged.” 
Shopheeper. * But what has he done ?” 


cart's tail, or pilloried, or tranſported to the plan- 
tations ;— and a great deal more.” 
Firfl Mob. * Nay, he was beginning -to fay 


' yat been ſtopped.” 


Shepkeeper, * Then I ſuppoſe he has been fighting.” 


Second 


_ Cy i CHI TIEHIICINIIEET IEEE ME 


Fourth Meb. * Done, fir, you will bleſs yourſelf 
to hear it ;— he ſaid that poor Betty Canning was 
a perjured flut ;— that all the had ſworn to was 
lies; and that ſhe deſerved to be whipped at the 


worſe things of her than all this, if his mouth had - 


- 4? —_—_—_ gore 
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Second Mob, © No, hang him,— I don't believe he 
© has courage enough to fight ;. but he would haye 
* run his game on Betty Canning till. now, for any 
_< thing I know, if a brewer's ſervant and an hone} 
+ flaughter-man in Pore-ſtreet, and three or four 
* neighbours of ours in Norton Falgate, had - not all 
* at once fallen upon him, and beat the words down 
* his throat. | | | | | 
 Chopkeeper. © But was not ſo many to one oC; 
© at football ? | EI | 
Third Mob. © There is no minding fair-play with 
_* ſuch a raſcal ;— abuſe poor Betty Canning ;, —- 
 * why he deierves to have his houſe pulled down. 
ooo i = : 
Fourth Meb. * Aye, and fo it ſhould, if it were 
'« not for his wife and hve finall children.” DE 
The tradeſman ſaid no more, but turned back into 
his ſhop, lifting up his hands and eyes in token of 
amazement, and the rabble ran to rejoin their com- 
| panions, who I could hear ſtill continued inſulting 
and villifying the poor maimed wrerch, who was 
altogether unable to return any part of their abuſe. 
This ſhopkeeper appeared to me to be a more 
reaſonable creature than moſt of thoſe I had lately 
been among; and I ſhuuld have been glad to have 
l Had ſome diſcourſe with him concerning this adven- 


 ture;— but that being imprafticable, as I had no 
: opportunity at preſent of ſhaking off my Inviſbility, 
1 was obliged to content myſelf, and proceed in my 
progreſſion, | | EE MN 
] had now no deſign in my head,-— no particular ! 
courſe to ſteer; but us I was entirely free from any 
engagement that evening, and thought it too ſoon to 
go home, 1 rambled from oge freet to another for a 
i! confidertble time, yet without meeting uy one 
[i thing {utficient to tempt my curioli'y to make a arther 
8 ingui: y into. Wl | RT 
__ Ary obſerving reader may reaſonably imagine, 
that the little fati:sfaRtion I had been able to reap, 1n 
| the viſits ] had made at the two coffec-houſes I had | 
| been already in, would haye hindered me from going | 
Es TY into 


— —— 
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| into another, and indeed I was of that opinion my- _ 
{elf;— 1 ſoon found I was miſtaken however,— and 
ſo will he ;— I really ventured into a third ; but the 
motive which excited me to do ſo was this : 
As 1 was paſling by I perccived thro* the windows, 


for then the candles within were lighted up, ſeveral | 
| entlemen with news-papers before them, on which | [|| ; 
; they ſeemed to be diſcourſing with each other with a iq 
ercat ceal of ſeriouſneſs and gravity :— as 1 have | | 
naturally an extreme paſſion for knowing the affairs Lin 
of the world, thoſe of Europe eſpecially, I thought | 


ir highly eligible in me to hear what was faid upon 
of them, by perſons who had the appearance of ſome un- 
WM derſtanving in them. yy CB» 
ke At the firſt table I came to were fix or ſeven gen- 
HW tlemen, moſt of whom were ſome way or other con- 
cerned in the Bi1tiiſh Herring-fiſhery ; but though they 
talked very learnedly on the ſubjeR, it ſuited not wy 
taſte, ſo ſtayed not Jong with them, but adjourned ts 
the next Company. F2Y | Ee 
BH Theſe were merchants, who I found were greatly 
YH wiſconcerted at an article they had been juft reaCing, 
in relation to the firict engagements the French had 
entered into with the Indians, and the daily incurſi- 
ons thoſe miſcalled friends and allies made on the 
Evgliſh colonies ; — but as [ cannot pretend to any Wit 
I ſkill in commerce, I did not ipread my Tablets to 1e- 4 is 
ol ceive the impreſſion of their diſcourſe ; fo can only we 
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FY ſay in general, that they mace very heavy complaints, | Fi 
and cried out, that if ſpeccy care were nct taken to | | 
| puta ſtop to thoſe proceedings, trade muſt be ruined, [HH 

FY and our ſettlements in that part of the wei 1d utterly ''Þ 

deſtroyed. SO | | k 

| The third table was filled with perſons who ſeem- | | 

; &d to be of no avocation, nor at all intereſted in an [ 

branch of buſineſs or publick affairs; but talked of ' 


which afforced matrer for converſation — On my 
Joining them, the magnanimity of the Pruſſian me- 

\ narch was the topic ;— they extolled his wiſdom, his vi 
WM Þtavery, his temperance, his clemency, * the encou- 
Tagement 


every thing they had been reaCing, merely as things | | 
| 


© the ME. oa Ru 


et eee ae RO OO COPE 


28 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
'Tagement he gave to merit whereſoever he found jt, 
and all unanimouſly agreed that he was the father of 
his people,—a bleſſing to the land he governed, — 
_ and a pattern to his fellow rulers of the earth | 
The juft admiration I ever had of this truly great 
and moit amiable prince, — excluſive of that regard 
_ que to him as ſo near a relation to our gracious fo- 
vereign, would certainly have kept me at that table 
as long as the company had continued ſpeaking on 
ſo agreeable a ſubject, Ii I had not been hurried from 
It by a propenſity, 1 believe, more or lefs natural to 
all mankind, that of being moſt eager to explore 
what 1s hid from us with moſt care.  _ 
| I obſerved at a ittle table, vhich was placed at 
one corner of the room, a good diſtance from the 
' Others, two elderly perſons, who ſeemed very ear- 
neil in diſcourſe on ſome important and ſecret affair; 
 — by the winks, the nods, and other figniticant gel- 
tures which accompanied the motion of their lips, I 
_ doubted not but that they were profound politicians, 
_ and were difcufſing ſome extraordinary tranſaQtion of 
the cabinet. | Et ns 
Their heads were pretty cloſe together, and they 
ſpoke in ſo low a voice as to render it impoſſible to 
be heard by any cnc except by each other ;— but 
this precaution had no eficacy when once my won- 
derful "Tablets were diiplayed, which had this exc 
_ lent property, of receiving the 1mpretſion of whatever 
was faid within the diſtance of nine yards, though 
uttered in the moſt ſoft whiſper. 
On my drawing near to them, they ſeemed a little 
impatient for the coming of a perſon who they ex- 
_ pected, and who preſently aiter appeared ;— as ſoon 
as he had ſeated himſelf, the following dialogue en- | 


ſued: * [ | | T 
| Firſt Man, * Oh, Mr. Slycraft, T am glad you 
8 « are come ;— we were beginning to think you long. 
Wy, Shcrafi. * Tam ſomewhat beyond my hour, 1n- 
Fi * deed; but I aſſure you, nothing could have made 


% me ſo but the good of the caute,” 


Second 
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Second Man, * Your zeal and diligence . are not : 


to be doubted ;— but let us hear what ſucceſs have 
your endeavours met with.” 
\ycraft. * Truly not ſo much as ; 1 hoped ; 
| do not think there 1s a more difhcult thing in the 
world than getting people to ſubſcribe ; ] have 
been half the town over, and have been able to pro- 
cure no more than three.” 
Firft Man. * Then I hope they are fat ones.” . 
Shcraft, © Pretty well, as times. go.; — Credu- 


Py 


- 


- 


guineas.” 


Firſt Man. © Very handſome ;— five or fix hun- 


4 


dred ſuch as he would do the buſineſs. 
.: Shcraft;  * Aye, but where ſhall we find them ?” 
Secon en. * Well, but who are the others ?' 
Shcraft, * Why there is Mr. Nathaniel Vain- 


259d,— twelve uineas.” | 
Firſt Man. * We muſt take the will for the deed; 


to live upon. 
Shycraft, * Then there is Mr. Simon Gooſly, the 
haberdather, — ten guineas, but has promiſed to 


- 


generouſly.” 


But have you ſeen Mrs. Waver ” 


Shcraft. Yes, but the ſtill deſires a little TER 


time to conſider ;— ſays, ſhe will inquire father 
into the affair, and hear what her fiiends think of it ; 
and all I could get from her was an aſſurance, that 
if the found it proper to ſubſcribe at all, the w ould 
not ſet her name for leſs than an hundred pieces.” | 
Firſt Man. * Then we may be pretty certain of 
her; for I] know ſhe will be direQted by Mr. Cant- 
well, the Nonconformitt preacher, who labours all 
he can to promote the cauſe in queſtion.” 


- 


- 


ty of talking with the Orator 7 P 


Slycraft. | 
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 lous Woodcock, Efq, has ſet his name for twenty 


— he has not above ſixty or feyenty pounds a year 


prevai! on ſome friends of his to ſet their NAMES Very 7 


Second Van. * 1 das fay be will do alt he « Call 


Second Man. * Have you yet found an opportuni- 


—— 
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Shcraft, * Fwas with him above an hour, an& 


when T had once convinced him that he ſhould 


find his account init, he gave me his word and ho- 
nour that he would rant and roar till his chapel 


ecchoes in fayour of the party.” 


Firft Man. * That is well ; — all engines muſt 
be ſet to work,” or the town will grow cool on this 
butineſs, and begin to renew thew clamonr againſt 


| Naturalization of the Jews and Clandeitine Mar. 


riage bills ;— the ſpicit of the people will have vent 
on ſomething or another, and you know it behoves 
us to keep them ſilent on thoſe ſcores, — nothing 
ever did it more effectually than this.we are upon ; 
— but it muſt be kept up for a time :—1 could 


wiſh, methinks, we had the Weſtleys on our fide.” 


Second Man, * *Tis a vain attempt, — they ae 
now grown too rich to accept of a ſinall gratuity; 
and T much queſtion whether their” exhortations 
would anſwer the expence, : _ 


| Shycraft, * 1 am of your opinion : — beſides, 
you know there is a perſon who can influence 


their. congregations as much as any thing. they can 


hear from- the pulpit. — But I will tel} you what 


1 have done to day, — I have engaged a clergyman 
of the eſtabliſhed church, to write a pamphlet in 
behalf of the cauſe we have in hand' _ 
Firſt Man. * A clergyman of the eſtabliſhed 
church employ his pen in behalf of ſuch a cauſe? 
— Prithee, Siycraft, how did!t thou work upon 
1 certainly be by ſome very extraor- 
EL =wE=_wBTTE EET | 
Shcraft * The promiſe of a finall preſent at. 
hr{t wrought upon his necefiifies ;— but on my 
telling him who and who were concerned 1 this 
buſineſs, and the motives which incuced them 
to he fo, the hopes of having the Curacy he now 
enjoys exchanged for a goud fat living, made hint 
ThRaly ound | 
Firft Man, * Admicable P 


| Second Man, © But may we depend upon Þ:i$ 


ſecrecy ” 
Sxcraft. 


{ 
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Sycraft. * Never doubt that, as his own intereſt 
' js concerned.” | 


Firſt Man. * Hitherto things go pretty fwim- 


« mingly on our ſide. — But let me ſee the ſubſcrip- 
© tion book ; — I have received five guineas to- 
« day from Mr. Obadiah Prim, and muſt infert 


-* his name. 


Til! now I was at the greateſt loſs, as tis proba- 
ble the reader -will alſo be, to know what all this 
meant, or in whoſe favour, or on what account the 
ſubſcription they talked of was raiſed ; but on Mr, 
Slycratt's Celiverirng the book to his friend, TI looked 


over the ſhoulder of the latter as he opened it, and 
 faw in the firſt leaf, by way of title page, theſe 
\vords wrote in a very fair hand: 


ALisT of thoſe worthy Perſons 
; WHO | 
- Have ſubſcribed to the relief 
3: 
ELIZABETH CANNING. 


"The names underwritten in this legend were too 
numerons to be inſerted, — I ſhall therefore only 


ſay, that the ſum of what was raiſed by their ſub- 


ſcription amounted to little lefs than a thouſard 


pounds ; — Monfirous abuſe of charity ! — Prepu-. 
ferovs benevolence! which will hereafter reficct 


nore ſhame than honour on the beſtowers.. 
My afioniſhment was greater than I cen expreſs 


but I had not then time to inCulge it.—— T he book 
being returned to Mr. Slycraft, he adcreffed his 
| conpanions in theſe terms : | HERD | 
Sycraft, * You know, gem!emen, that tho' it 
* 1s highly neceffary a ſum of money ſhould be raiſed 
* for this girl, to prevent her ſqueaking, as Vir- 
* tug. 
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tne Hall has done; yet the intent of thoſe whe 
ſer us to work was rot to make her fortune, but 
by the ſtrangene!s of the ſtory the tells to amuſe 
the populace, and divert their attention from 
thoſe things which they ought not to be too well 
acquainted with” _ RK ns | 
Firjt Man, * Yery true; and I think it anſwers 
* theend.” | bi En | | 
Second Man, * Aye, and much better than could 
\. be expeſted,”::-_. FE 4 ER 
Slycraft, * It has indeed; hut I] have been 
thinking 0! ways and means to make it do fo vet 
more ; ſuppoſe we advertiſe this ſubſcription 
in the public papers ;— I have drawn up fome- 
thing for that purpoſe, which 1 ſhoald be glad to 
have your approbation off” _ pn 
Firſt Man. * By all means; — pray let us ſec 
of To on | 
Mr. Slycraft then took a ſmall piece of paper out 
of his pocket and read theſe lines: | gs 7 
Shcraft, ** Whereas many well diſpoſed and 
«© compaſſionate perſons, in regard to the ſevere 
* diftrefſes, cruel uſage, wonderful preſervation, 


- - -_ = wy 


* and miraculous eſcape of that chafte maid Elt- 


zabeth Canning, ave inclined to contribute t0- 
** wards ker future relief, all ſuch are defired to 
** ſend what ſums they ſhalt think fir to beſtow to ?' 
_ the following places:? TL” =" 
Shcraft, * We ſhall eaſily find ſhops and cot- 
fee-houſes where the money may be rectived, 
if any ſhall be ſent, as Coubtleſs there will by fe- 
veral perſons who we have nat'an opportunity t0 
addreſs. —— But that is the laſt part of the bu- 
fineſs ;— theſe advertiſements will reach the coun- 
try,— the people there will be curious to know 
the ſtory, which they thall be informed of, by 
ballads and penny books ſent down to thew.— 
What do-you thick of it ENS NT 
Firſt Man. * As of the moft excellent ſtratagem 9 


Second 
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Second Man. * It is certainly a lucky thought 2 
the innocent country people wall be quite alarmed, 
— the young men will talk of nothing but Bet- 

ty Canning to their ſfweethearts, and the old 


a - @ 


« the danger ſhe eſcaped ; — all remembrance of 
* what has been done by their ſuperiors will be 
£ 
. 


buried in oblivion, and eleQions may go how they 


will --* | | SL BED 

Shcraft. * I wrote the advertiſement in a hur- 
© ry,— juft as the thought {tarted into my head.— 
4 ] am ſenſible it will admit of ſome emendations. 
© —— Suppoſe we adjourn to a tavern, where we 
« may contult farther upon 4t with more privacy than 
« here ?? : | | 


Firſt Man. * With all my heart”? 


this occaſicn are fure to be reimburſed.” 


"Theſe brethren in iniquity went out of the coffee- 


houſe as the laft repeated words were ſpoken, and 
i had not the leaſt inclination to. follow them, nor 
to hear what farther contrivance would be formed 


to impoſe on the credulous, infatuated, deluded 


multitude; — indeed I was fo thunder ſtruck at 


what I had already been witneſs of, that 1 could 


ſcarce forbear buriting into exclamations, which if 
uttered by an unſeen mouth, muſt needs have been 
very aſtoniſhing and terrifying to all who had heard 
them ; - I therefore prudently withdrew, de- 
ſigning to attempt no furure diſcover1es that night. 
The mean artifices which I] found ſome men, 


miſcalled the great, make no ſcruple of putting in. 


practice to gain their ends, filled me with an equal 
thare of indignation and contempt ; but when I] 


Tefleted how I had juſt now ſeen charity, the no- 


bleſi of a)l virtues, perverted and proftituted to re- 

ward infamuy and vileneſs, it ſtruck me with a horror, 

which forced from me theſe or the like words : 

| © Good God! faid I to myfelf, in an age when 

' runtberleſs, nameleſs miſeries abound,-— when all 
i © our 


men think only to preſerve their caughters from 


Second Man. * And mine, as all our expences on 
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our priſons labour with the weigh: of wretches con- 
fined within their walls, many fe {mall debts whick 
their neceſlity obliged them to contra, and ſome 
by unjuſt and malicious profecutions,— while every 
pariſh, nay almoſt every ſtreet, affords objects of 
real diftreſs,— while the remains of the mott an- 
tient and honourable families are reduced by the 
fatal South Sea ſcheme, and other more latent 
public calamities, to the extremeſt want: ſhall 
all theſe, or any of theſe, ſend unavailing petiti- 
ons to thoſe from whom they might expect recreſs, 
while a girl ſprung from the loweſt dregs of the 
people, bred up to toil, a drudge, one of the very 
meaneſt claſs of ſervants, receive donations which 
ſhe as little knows how to make a proper uſe of as 
to deſerve! —a girl, who if ſhe had really uffered 
all the pretends to have done, would indeed have 
bad a claim to juſtice againſt thoſe who had wrong- 
ed her, but none to the bounties fo laviſhly beftow- 
ed upon her.” + hv | 
Theſe kind of meditations would doubtleſs have 


accompanied me to my own door, it they had not 


been interrupted, as well as my courſe towards 
home, by an unexpected accident, which the reac- 


er will find faithfully related in the ſucceeding chap- 


fer;:: | 
CHAP WI. 


Though it appears to be no more than a continuation 
of the ſame evening's ramble, yet it preſents tbe 


reader with an adventure of much more importance 


| to the public, than any contained in the two laſt 
chapters. EE eee 7 | 


2-4 HE human heart is liable to many bad pro- 


penſities, which if not timely corre&ted by 
reaſon ſhoot forth into prattice and become vices; 
—but of theſe there are two ſorts, —the one born 
with us, and part of our nature ;—the other inbibes 
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by the fatal prevalence of example, and rooted in us 
by cuſtom, which is a ſecond nature. wt 
"Thoſe born with us, as the indulging them ts at- 


-unconquerable defire of gratifying the ſenſes :—the 
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tended with ſome pleaſure, wyge in their defence the 


luftful man pleads the warmth of his conſtitution, 


and the ſtrong allurements of beauty ;—the ſoul of 
he ambitious triumphs and exults on every degree of 


power he gains over his fellow-creatures ;—the miſer 
thinks himſelf happy in counting over his bags, and 
being maſter of a thing that will purchaſe all things 
{ſe ; and the epicure teels no care, no ſorrow, while 
he is emptying the full-charged goblet, and pallating 
the delicious viand. _ Ft, 
But what has the blaſphemer,—the profane ſwearer, 
or the gameſter to allege in his vindication ;—thefe 


are crimes in which nature has no part, —nor are the 
ſenſes any way concerned 1n them, as they neither 


excite nor feel any fatisfaQtion in them ;—one might 
therefore he apt to imagine, that men thus guilty, 


ſinned merely tor the ſake of ſinning ;—but I will not 


allow myſelt to think that there are many fo impu- 
cently daring,—a few diſlinguithed perſons will ſerve 


to bring up a mode,—and. every one knows that at 
preſent an inciſcrimirate mitation 15 the reigning 


folly of the Engliſh nation, — | Y 
'Theſe were refleQions which occurred to me after 


I came home, as |] was about to tranſcribe the re- 
maining part of my evening's progreſs out of my pre-_ 


cious ' ablets :—I had ſome farther thoughts on the 


_ occaſion, but as they might ſeem more proper for the 


pulpit than to be inſerted in a work of this nature, 
I ſhall add no more, but proceed to the narrative of 
that adventure which gave riſe to them. 


As I was paſſing in my way home, through a ſtreet. 
of no very good repute, two perſons from a little 
narrow alley bolted haſtily upon me, to the no ſmall 


darger of my Inviſibilityſhip, if an agility not very 
common with me had not that inſtant enabled me to 
give a ſudcen {yring, by which I ayoided the ruth I 


muſt otherwiſe have received. ut 
| | | They 
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They went on before me ;—the night was e- 
tremely dark, —neither moon nor ſtars to aflift the 
viſual ray ; but by the help of ſome candles, burni 
In a ſhop not yet ſhut up, I diſtinguiſhed that the 
one was very richly dreſſed, and had much the x 
| pearance of a man of faſhion; and that the other wiz 
a fellow I had often ſeen on many occafions, and 
whoſe character I was perfe&ly acquainted with. 
Scarce is there a greater villain to be found in low- 


 ? ;—1 fay in low-life, becauſe ſhould any perſos 


In authority, or dignited with titles, which heaven 


fotbid, ever appear in this nation, to deſerve ſuch 


| black denominations, their ci1mes would, like their | 
ranks, be diſtinguiſhed, and ſuperior to thoſe which | 
the reſt of mankind have the power to put in praQiice; 
| and though placed in an oth too high to be reached 
| by the juſt vengeance of their oppreſſed fellow- 

creatures, would doubtleſs incur what Mr. Addiſon | 
| makes Cato prophetically fay in relation to Julius 
 Czfar, on his endeavouring to ſubyert the old 
Roman conſtitution, and become abſolute and per- | 
"pew IHGANT: Eo; ol 


« Sure there are bolts in the right hand of Jore, 
© Red with uncommon wrath to blaſt the Vian 
* Who owes his greatneſs to his country's ruin,” 


But to return to my little knave.-—— The wretch 
is now called Mr. Makeplea,—be was formerly fei- | 
_ vant to a lawyer whom i employed in ſeveral affairs 
I had the misfortune to be engaged in ;—living with 
_ that gentleman a conſiderable time he picked up ſome 
ſcraps of law,—and all the terms and phraſes of that 
abſtruſe ſcience by rote, —knew how to take out a 
writ, ſet an officer to work, fill up a bail-bond, and 


- procure evidences in a dubious cauſe. — With this 
| fund he had the impudence, after his maſter's death, 
_ to pretend he had been his clerk, got hinuelf en- 
tered as an attorney, and has ever Aince piactiſed 


His 


as ſuci. 
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| His fole buſineſs, however, as may be eaſily ſup-_ 


poſed, has always been among the very meaneſt fort 


of people, fomenting litigious quarrels, and then 


making them up, after having drained the purſes on 


' both fides :—tallymen and uſurers, either to get in their 


weekly payments or to juſtify their extortions, and 


harlots to revenge themſelves by law on thoſe who 


called their honeſty in queſtion, were the chief of his 
clients, —and the beſt of thoſe with whom he is ac- 
cuſtomed to converſe, the greateſt part of his ac- 
quaintance being bailiffs and their followers. = 

1 could not therefore avoid being very much 
amazed on ſeeing him in- the company I now did ; 
but my wonder ſoon ceaſed on hearing, as I was cloſe 


at their heels, the —— diſcourſe between them :_ 
 Makeplea. * It is very lucky, Mr. Coaxnm, that 
* ] happened to be at home when you came ;—there _ 
« are ſome of the profeſſion who would have ſcru- 


« pled to undertake this buſineſs ;—but for my part, 
I am always ready to venture every thing to ſerve 
« my friends,” Kt IR BP EECIFA Fn Tao BED TY 

| Coaxum, © My dear Makeplea, you never loſt 
* any thing, nor ever ſhall, by our fraternity ;— 


*I know there are ſome who will ſneak their 
* heads out of the collar, and leave taeir lawyer in 


* the lurch” © 


Makeplea, © Aye faith, 1 narrowly eſcaped the 


* pillory once ;—a vile dog, who, after I had pro- 


* cured him three evidences, pretended a panic in__ 


* kimſelf to be nonfuited! ' _ 
Ceaxum. * You know we ſcorn ſuch doings ;— 
'and [ can tell you this will be a pretty good job 


* his conſcience, threw 'up his cauſe, and ſuffered 


* to you ;—we drained the foo!'s pocket of above an _ 


* hundred pieces before we played upon credit, ſo 
* that there is enough in bank to make - you a hand- 


* ſome preſent for your trouble.* - © | 

 Makeplea. . * Well, but concerning this reverſion, 

* —I hope he has loſt enough to give an air of | 

* Juſtice ;—that is, a quantum ſufficit tor the making | 

, oor © nn aſter the deceaſe of his father ? 
OL, II; 
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6 pole they are parties concerned.” 


a © A CY 


" endeayouring to give him ſome conſolation, in th 


91 ES. I eo as AAR. 


oy 


Coaxum, © Upwards of a thouſand Pounds, 


| © befides a gold watch and a fine diamond ring 


L 


which he ſeems to ſet a high .value upon,—the 
two laſt Count Cogdy has agreed to ſell him apain 
_ at a great price ;—fo that all together the ſum wil 
amount to a ſufficient purchaſe of the reverſion of 
an eſtate of tour hundred a.year,—eſpecially as the 
preſent: poſſeſſor is not 'above' fifty years of age, and 
may live a long time.—Beſides, we hear the young 
tellow-1s: going to, be .married .to.a woman of for- 
tune,—lfo that the.deeus. maybe made redeemable. 
—we. do. nat regard bis dirty acres,—the ready 
Thino 1s what.we want, and he may pay the money | 
out of! his wife's fortune, and be clear of us again. 
Makeplea. * Oh, then it will. be a mortgage 14- 
. ther than.a ſale. —Who are with him * 
_ Coaxum. * Only Count Cogdy, Jack Hazard, | 


—_ 


© and Tom Wheadle.” 


| HMakeplea, ia They cannot -be witneſſes, as ] ſup- 


Ceaxum. *©* We are equal ſharers in the booty; 
| but the-;money ' was -lofſt wholly to the Count.— 
However, there 'will be no want of -witnefles— 
the landlord of the houſe and his ſon will ſet 
_ their hands.” . þ.- | 
Theſe words . brought them to the door, which 


'being opened at the tirſt'.knock," by one'of the mol 
_ 1i-looked tellows that ever diſgraced human-natwe, 
they went through a long dark narrow 'paffage 1uto ! 


a iback\ parlour, where :;I accompanied them, and 
was witneſs of a ſcene fomewhat like what I re- 


member to have ſeen ſome years ago in a play of 
_. Mrs. Centlivre's, -called the Gametter.—— Count 
 Cogdy, as he was called, ſat leaning his arm upon 

a table in a. careleſs poſture 3z-Jack Hazard was 

_ walking backwards and; forwards in the room, hun: 


ming an old tune,;a + gentleman, whoſe name 


. -bad-not yet heard, had thrown himſelf .acroſs two 
chairs with all the tokens of deſpair about him; 


— Tom Wheadle ſtood near him, as we came 1n w"_ 
2 


terms : Wi 


6 
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Tam Wheadle. * Prythee, dear Clerimont, do not 


© he thus diſconcerted, —=I have loſt as much as 


« you twenty times over, and have as often reco- 
« yered it again,—theſe things will happen to gen- 


© tlemen that play z-——fortune, indeed, has been 


© againſt you to-night, but may not always be 1o, 
«© —one lucky hit at another time may bring all back.” 
Clerimont made: nognſwer, nor ſeemed to regard 
what he faid, till -hearing the. name of  Makeplea, 
and Count Cogdy begining to inſtrut him in the 
o, that unfortunate gentleman 


bulineſs he was to 
{tarted up at once from the poſture he had been in, 
and ſtaring ſomewhat wildly in the face of Makeplea, 
cried to him, TS, 


Clerimont, © Are yow the fiend who 1s to convey 
* my ſoul, that is, my eſtate, into the regions of 
* eternal darkneſs, whence it can never,—never more _ 


© return ?” 


 Makeplea, * What do you mean, fir ? 


Count Cogdy. *© The gentleman is only a little out 


* of humour.— Faith, 'Mr. Clerimont, you do- not 


« do well to behave in this faſhion ;=you have loit 
* ſome money, indeed,—but you have loſt it fairly ; 
+ —| never take an advantage of any man, and 


* ſhall be ready to give you your revenge at- any 
{ tiwe.” £) | | | 


Fack Hazard. * Aye, 1 will fay that for the 


+ Count, that he ſcorns a mean thing.” | 
Count Cogdy. * I believe there 1s not a more un- 
© lucky fellow at play in the world than myſelf, 


* though I have happened to win to-night ; —yer, 
© as I {aid before, I am ready to give Mr. Clerimont 
an opportunity of retrieving all he has.loſt when- 


ever he pleaſes ;--for my part, I would ſtake 


iallT am worth againſt a pair of jhoe-buckles, 
* rather than any gentleman ſhould think I impoſed 
© upon him.” AS : | 
Coaxum * No, no,—you are above any ſuch thing,” 
Tack Hazard, * We all know that! _ 
Makeplea, * Come, come, gemlemen, ——this is 


doing nothing, all loſs of time, and every no. 
| O2 + ment 
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ment of mine is precious ;—there are two noble. 
men now waiting for me at the Garter tavyerg. 
—pray proceed to the buſineſs ;—let me knoy 
how the deeds I have brought with me are to he 
. filled up.” ne Lhd ne Ee Tab 2 7 
Count Cogdy.. © I will tell you immediately Fn 
.but firſt I muſt do juſtice to this gentleman. 
Here, fir, are the watch and ring you ſtaked, the 
value of which, you know, is added to the other 
ſums.” OP TORT TI SaTE 1 ; 
Clerimont put the one in his pocket and the other 
on his finger with a deep ſigh, and the Count went 
on repeating to Makeplea the ſubſtance of -what he 
was to write ;—the latter, at the end of every article, | 
demanced of Clerimont whether he agreed to it ;-- 
© to which he ſvllenly replied, Ee 
Clerimont, * 1 do ;—I fee no other remedy _ 
The lav-yer having diſpstched his part, Clerimop! 
was dcehred to execute —that 1s, to {ign and ſeal ;— 
te did both, but with ſuch a trembling hand and 
_ viſible diftraction of anind that my heart bled to: 
him.—lIn delivering the writings to the Count he ſaid, | 
__ Clerimont. * There, 4ir,—I ſuppoſe this is all that 
© js required of me,—and ] may now depart ? 
Cornt Cogdy. * No, no—we mult have a bottle ag 
© abird together, to ſhew we are ſtill good friends.” 
Tack Hazard, * A\ye, and each of us a wench | 
* i00 ;--1 know where there 1s a covey of as young, 
< pretty, plump partridges as any in Coyent-garden.' 
Clerimont. * Rot your bottle and your bird an] 
< your wenches ;—1I have done with them, and you, 
« and the whole world for ever. | 
In ſpeaking theſe words he ſnatched up his {word 
and hat, and was about to go out of the room ; but 
they all laid hold of him, crying at the fame time, 
_  Gpunt Cogdy, * Nay, Clerimont, you muſt not | 
© leave us in this lyumour ;—upon my ſoul, no man 
. 5. wiſhes you better than myſelf? © 
Tom Wheadle., * We are all your friends, yout 


© yery good friends. _ | - - 
- Jack Hazard, * Dear Cle:imont, be perſuaded. 


Ls Ws Wo © 


| Coaxum 


Mi, 
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Coaxum. * Faith we muſt not loſe you fo.” | 
He made not the leaſt anſwer to all this, nor 


ſeemed in the leaſt affeted with their pretended 
kindneſs ; but broke from them and ran direQly out 


of the houſe. —As for me, F had as little inclinaiion 
as himſelf to ſtay in the company of ſuch blood- 
ſuckers ; indeed, having never teen him before I was 
curious to know ſomewhat more of him, and alſs 
how he would. behave when alone; and at liberty to 


ruminate on the misfortune he had plunged himſelf 
into, —ſo followed his ſteps with all the ſpeed I could. 


{t was not very difficult tro keep pace with him ; 
for though he gained ground of me at firſt, he ſoon 
halted and | 
with him. —Ncvyer did man traverſe the ſtreets with 
more diforder-d motions, —crofling the way an hun- 
dred times, I believe, within the ſpace of half a 


quarter of a mile, without having the leaſt occaſion 
to do ſo :—ſometimes he would run as if in purſuit 


of ſomebody, and ſometimes ſtand quite ſtil] and moti- 


onleſs as a ftatue ; and it was well that the darkneſs 
of the right befriended him, otherwiſe whoever 
had met him would doubtleſs have taken him to | 


= 


be mad. | 


In this faſhion ke went part of the Strand, and 


turned down one of thoſe ftreets leading to the _ 
water ſide ;—he ſtopped about the middle of it at a 
door, and had his hand upon the knocker, but a 
ſudden thought coming that inftant into his head, he 


left it without making the ſignal for admittance, and 
walked flow!y to the end of the fireet, where leaning 


vn a little wall that overlooks the river, he remained 


tor ſome minutes in the moſt thoughtful and contem- 
plative attitude ;—then faid to himſelf, EONS 
Cleriment, * How profound !—how ſolemn is this 
' filent ſcene !—inviting to a certain reſt from miſery 
' and ſhame !—Here, within the boſom of this friend- 
' ly element, may all my follies and misfortunes be 


' hid for ever from the talking world EN ped 


| feared nothing leſs would enſue, than that I 
ould ſee him preſently attempt to do as his words 


O 3 had 
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had hinted;;——I therefore drew as near to him as | 
could, in order to prevent fo fad an efte of his deſ- 
 pair,—Here I cannot help remarking what I have 
often refleted upon fince ;—that if the thing had 
happened as I expected, and Clerimont had found 
himfelf ſnatched from his fate by an inviſible hand, 
he would doubtleſs have imagined his preſervation 
owing to the interpoſi:ion of tome Supernatural Be- 
.__ Ing, and reported it as a miracle. | NE 

_ But how he would have acted on ſuch an odd 
occation 1s uncertain ; for after a pauſe, and diſbnr- 
thening himſelf of ſome few ſighs, he flarted from 
the poſture he had been in, and cried,  _ 
 Clerimont, * No,—it mult not be ;—1 have ſome 
_ * «buſineſs ſtill for life, revenge on the curſt cheat, 
© the villain that has undone me.—Love too, de- 
_ * mands ſomething from me ;—but by what means I 

* ſhall repay that mighty debt I know not.—Oh 
__ © Charlotte !— Charlotte !—on how loſt a wretch 
_ © haſt thou beſtowed thy heart 
Theſe words were uttered with a groan which 
ſeemed to cleave his breaſt, and were the laſt I heard _ 
from him at that time ;—he turned back, aud went 
haſtily to the houſe where he had firſt ſtopped, the 
_ door was opened on his knocking, and too ſuddenly 
thut again for me to have es. with him if I had 
intended to do ſo ; but the variety of accidents pre- 


ſented to me in this evening's ramble had already 


ſufficiently filled my head, and made me glad to re- | 
= CES. 
E: f : + = 3 a . MO ones 
Relates ſome paſſages, which, if the Author is nat very 
much miſtaken in his conjeftures, will draw ſighs 
of compaſſion from many a tender heart of both ſexes. 
H'E next morning, in running over in my mind | 
the detail of the tranſaQtions of the evening 
before, the vexation I had received on the ſcore of 
Betty Canning very much ſubſided, and [ looked 
upon the whole thing as below a ſerious confidera- 
tion ;—I could not help, indeed, retaining ſome 
concern, that the people of England ſhould be fo. 
7 as | infatuated 
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infatuated as to ſuffer their thoughts to be led aſtray, 
and alienated from atfairs of the greateſt conſequence, - 
by ſuch an idle ftory ; but as I doubted not but that 


the impoſition ſhe had been guilty of would be de- ' 


tected, though her abettors might perhaps find means 
to ſcreen her perſon from the puniſhment, I became 


eaſy, and reſolved to banith as much as poilible all. 


remembrance of it. ET. e 

But my ideas were widely different in regard to 
poor Clerimont ;—as much a firanger as he was to 
me I was-convinced, by what I had ſeen and heard, 
tht as he had no ſtock of ready money to prevent 
the mor:gage-he had made of his reverſion, io I was 


equally aſſured, . by his deſpair, that he had no viſible 


"means. of raiſing a ſum ſufficient to redeem it —His 
calling on the name of Charlotte with io much vehe- ' 


mence, made me alſo not doubt but that he had ſome 
tender attachment, which. he: feared would be broke 
through by what. he had done. - | -Þ 

Though I know no' vice for which I have a more 


real contempt than the love of gaming, yet the age ' 


of tnis gentleman, which could not exceed above two 
or. three and twenty. ſeemed to. me a very moving 


' plea in his behalf, and the graces of his mein and' 
 alpec&t ſo much. intereſted me 1n his favour, that I leſs 


blamed. his inadyertency. than compailionated the 
nysfortune it, had brought him into. LON 
_ In-fine, —his perſon and his fuiferi 


ject of, my waking thoughts, and my impatience to 
be better acquainted with his circumftances obliged 


me to leave my bed ſome hours betoure the time in 


which I was accuſtomed: to do ſo ;—I roſe in a hurry, 
—tranſcribed what I have. been relating, and got the 
dialogues expunged from my table's by the pure fin- 


gers of my little Virgin, — then haſted ta the houſe 
where I had ſeen Clerimont enter the night before, 
ard which, y the help of tome lamps in the ſtreet, I. 


had taken ſufficient notice of to be able to know again. 
'The door, was luckily open when I came to it ;— 


a {ervant-maid, who ſeemed to. have more inclination 
| | _— Y | to 


ngs had made a 
very ſtrong impretlion on me ;—he was the firſt ob+ 
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to hold a yollip's tale than to do the buſineſs ſhe was 
| hired for, ſtood leaning with both her hands vpon 
her mop, very earneſt in diſcourſe with one of her 
own occupation in the neighbourhood ;—— a few 
words ferved to convince me that theſe wenches 
_ were deſcanting on the affairs of the families they 
lived in, which, as ] was not at prefent in a humour 
_ to pry into, I flaid not to hear what was faid, but | 
went direRlly into the houſe, and up ſtairs, ſuppoſing | 
 Clerimont might be lodged in the tirft floor. 1 
_ | was not deceived, —l1 found him writing at his 
buteauin thedining-room,—a letter lay by hum directed 
to Count Cogdy ;—this was folded and ready for 
ſealing, ſo it was not in my power to examine the 
\__ contents ; but his pen on my entrance was employed 
_ on another, which, looking over his ſhoulder, 1 faw 
| as Giftated in the following terms : TOES. 
, « To Mits CHarLoTTE *#$**%%, 
_ «« My only dear, and for ever dear CaarRLoTTE, 
M, Thouſand heart-rending ſighs, —a thouſand 
6 pangs, more terrible than any death can 
inflict, accompany every ſyllable of this diftrated 
epiſtle !—]I foreſee the anguiſh it will give you, 
and feel all the weight of yours added to my own. 
—Oh, Charlotte! 1 muſt ſee you no more !—that 
* Jove ſo long cemented by the utmoſt proofs of 
* mutual tenderneſs, and ſo near being fulfilled in a 
happy union, muſt be now broke off at once,—- 
diſſolved for ever !—I have renounced all claim 
to every future good, and juſtly incurred the fate 
that now attends me !—a few ſhort hours will 
inform you, that I either do not exiſt at all, or 
exiſt only to be a vagrant!—a wretched exile 
from father, country, friends, and you more 
« dear than all! RE 1199 ot) ret py 
44. In fine, —my Charlotte, ſuch is the ſad neceſſity 
* to which I have reduced myſelf, as compels me 
to do a thing which nature moſt abhors ;—I go 
| this very morning. either to kill or be killed, — 
'«& which of theſe two ſhall happen is in the hand of 
heaven ;—each equally tears me from every _ 


a iy comfort. —I choſe to acquaint you previouſly 
« with this accident, to the end you may be the 
leſs ſurpriſed when yon ſhall hear it from the 


A 
A oo, 


'« mouth of others.—I can fay no more.—Farewel, 
thou lovelieſt, beſt, and deareſt of thy ſex. —Hate 
* not the memory of _ f 


La) 
” 


- 
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«© The undone 


Os Fo | « CLERIMONT. 
_ « P. 8. As I have rendered myſelf unworthy of 
« preſerving any marks of your affection, I return | 
« the ring with which you bleſt my finger in our | 
« happier days.—Accept once more my laſt adieu ; 


'« may endleſs bleſſings wait you, ſuperior if poſſible, 


_ * to my woes.” 


This unhappy gentleman  diſſembled not in the 


lines he wrote, —his heart now laboured with agonies_ 

_ than could be expreſſed with words, and 

| thewed themſelves in every look and gefture.  _ 
After having carefully enclofed the ring, and put 

| both that and the letter under a cover, he ordered. 

a Chairman to be called, and delivering to him both _ 

theſe diſpatches, and telling him where they were to | 


be carried, he proceeded to give ſome farther in- 

itruions: _ , | ws 
Clerimont. * This, to Miſs Charlotte, you are 

* to leave with her ſervant, with orders to give it 


* to her lady when ſhe is ſtirring :—this to Count 
__ © Cogdy requires an' immediate anſwer, which you 


* mult wait: for.” -.- + DEE, 3736-00 
The fellow, having affured kim that he would be 


punCtual in obeying his commands, went on his er- 
Tand, and Clerimont continued walking backwards 


and forwards in the room with a motion extremely 


diſcompoſed, —then threw himſelf down on a ſettee, 
and preſently ſeemed buried, as it were, in a pro-' 


found reſyery. 


Tam pretty certain it was a full half-hour before 
he exchanged this fixed and death-like poſition ſor' 
one in a quite contrary extreme ;—his looks and 
_ geſtures now, methought had ſomewhat like frantic” 
10 them ;-—he beat his head againſt the wainſcot,—- _ 
P ftamped 


.- 
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ſtamped,—and ever and anon burſt into the mot Ml 
vehement exclamations, —ſome of which are theſe: _ 

_ Clerimont, * How unhappy a creature is man !— 
© the very reaſon we are ſo proud of makes us miſe- 
*.rable !—the brutes equally void of paſſions as of 
* ſorrow, neither feel torments here nor dread a 
* future hell !—What will poor Charlotte fay on 
* reading of my letter !—How will my father ſupport 

' the ſtory of my fate when it ſhall reach his ears! | 
—Wretch ! wretch that I am,—born to be a curſe 
.to all who love me _ : $0 
The return of the chairman brought him a little 

to his ſenſes, and he demanded haſtily whether he 
had got an anſwer from Count Cogdy ;—to which 

the man replied, _ Re eg oO 
Chairman. * No, fir ;—I went there firſt, but | 
-the people of the houſe told me he was not ſtir- 
© ring, nor they believed would be for a great while, 
©.fo-Il went to Madam Charlotte's, and left the letter 
with her maid, as your honour bid me ; but T had 
not got above halt the ftreet before her footboy 
ran after me and faid his lady would ſpeak to me, 
on which I went back with him.” | | 
Clerimont. * Charlotte already up,—that's ſtrange. 

— What did ſhe fay to you.” en 2 hes oo 
Chairman. * Sir, the only aſked where the gen- | 

© tleman was that ſent the letter by me, and whe- 
© ther you are alone :—I told her you were at home, 

* and that there was no body with you that I faw; 
« —ſhe ſaid it was. very well, and I came away, 

* went again to the Count's, and waited there till 

4 

4 


4 q \ 


I ] 


” 6 


Sa ® a #® 


« his own man told me that his maſter had not been 
' in -bed above two hours, and he was ſure would 
© not riſe till twelve or one o'clock at ſooneſt ; ſaid 
© ] might leave the letter, and come about that 
* time for an anſwer ;,—now as I did not know 
«. whether that would be proper, I thought beſt to 
+. bring it back. OG EI ns FS 
_ Clerimont, * You did well ;,——1 fhalt fee him 
[ « mylels” ; 
4 \ - On this the chauman laid down the letter on the 
| | | | tadle, 


45 
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tabie, and finding Clerimont had no farther com- 


mands for him withdrew—Clerimont then fell into a 
ſecond pauſe, but it laſted not long, and he cried out, 
Clerimont. * Yes,—I will go,—and perhaps 'tis 


©* hetter that he did not ſee my billet ;—he might 
«+ have found ſome way to evade the challenge I ſent. 
© him; but I ſhall now ſurpriſe and Tee him to 


« accept 1t.? 


While he was ſpeaking he ſtepped to the cloſet 


and brought out a pair of pocket piſtols, with ſome 


ammunition to load them with ;—he was juſt be- 
oinning to perform that work when the maid of the . 
houſe came up and told him a lady defired to ſpeak 

with him.—-Clerimont turned haſtily about, but be-_ 


fore he had time to ſpeak his fair guelt was in the 


room.—Charlotte, for it was ſhe herſelf, was very 


lovely, though extremely difordered both in her 


dreſs and looks. —On finding how Clerimont was 


employed ſhe- thus accoſted him : 


Charltte. * Oh, Clerimont kiCleriinont ear , 
«* means that cruel letter you juſt now ſent me !— ' 


«* Wherefore theſe dreadful preparations !—tell me, 


« —this inftant tell me, or I ſhall die with appre- | 

4 henfion | | Ah | | "FEY — 
Clerimont. * Ak, VESIN? never till now un- 

t welcome to my fi jioht,—why i 1n this fatal moment | 


* doſt thou ſet before me that angelic form, which 


* ſerves but to remind me more of the heaven i 


* have loſt” 


Charlute. * Shock not my ſoul wich this defon .; 

© yet cruelly conceal from me the cauſe !—I have a * 
* right to be made the partner of your griets as well * 
Jet me ' 


' as joys ;— ſpeak: en, I cute you,” 
*knowallY _ | | | 
Clerimont. * T cannot ” 


Clarktte.  * You love me not if you hide anght 


from me !——the worſt of evils could not give me 
* half the pain as this uncertainty ! 


' the tempeſt on your brow,—compoſe your mind, | 
" remove thoſe murd'rous inſtruments from my light, 
' and d,—Ha !—what's berg # 


I 


- Clear then . 
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 In-pointing towards the piſtols ſhe ſaw the letter 
dire&ted to Count Cogdy, which ſhe haſtily ſnatched 
up, and went on, ſaying, 
Charlotte, * A letter to that infamous villain Count 
_ © Cogdy !-—ah, then I gueſs what has happened, 
_* —ſome curſed gaming quarrel !!m—Clerimont, ] 
* muſt read this letter.” | | 
_ Clerimont. © You may, —it will in part reveal 
* what my tongue has not the power to utter.” | 
Ever ſince my coming into the room I had been 
extremely impatient to ſee the contents of this billet, 
—ſo while the lady, with a trembling hand, was 
| breaking open the ſeal, 1 flipped behind her, and 
read, at the ſame time ſhe did, theſe lines : 
fs PE 'To Count Coepr. 
Wh 1 | | 


* FTREMEMBER that in the midſt of my con-. 
*« @A fuſion laſt night you offered to give me my 
«* revenge, whenever 1 ſhould demand it, which [ 
** now do, and expe&® you will meet me within an 
«« hour in the Jong field behind the baſon in Mary- 
«4 le-bon, armed with ſword and piſtol ; for it is 

4 not with cards or dice we now muft try our 
«+ ſkill:—you have left me nothing but my life to 
4 boſe, and I am impatient *till I ſtake it againſt 
«« yours z—come without a ſecond, for I know no 
«« gentleman whom I would demean fo far, as to 
« engage him with any of your infamous aſſoct- 
«© ates;—if you refuſe to comply with this fum- 
* mons, which does you too much honour, you 
«« may depend that the firft time I ſee you, in what 
«+ place ſoever it be, I ſhall make you an example 
44 tÞ all ſcoundrels, cheats, and cowards.—So no 

*« more at preſent from Er os 

| in « CLERIMONT, 
« P. S. Send your anſwer by the bearer” _ 
__ Charlatte. * Then you would fight ! would ha-. 

* zard a life ſo precious to me, only in revenge for 

* being defrauded of a paltry ſum !— Pray how 
$ much have you loſt ? bz 
_ Clerimont. * My all' _ _ 7 

Chartuie. * Be more explicit.” He 
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He then related to her all the particulars of his 
misfortunes, which, as the reader is already acquaint- 


ed with it, would be needleſs to repeat. —When he 


| had given over ſpeaking, Charlotte with the great- 


eft ſerenity and ſweetnets, faid to him, | 
Charlotte. * And is this all that has diſconcerted 

« you in ſo terrible a manner ?'. Tb ng 
Clerimont. * What means my Charlotte !=Am 


© I not a beggar, —1rrecoverably a beggar 


Charlotte. - * How can that be,-——when you fay 


© the writings will be returned to you on payment of 
© a thouſand pounds? and am not in poſſeſſion of | 


« eight times that ſum, which, with myſelf, you are 


| © ſhortly to be maſter of ? | 
___ Clerimont. * Plunder my Charlotte !—no, forbid 
-* jt honour, juſtice, love !—firſt let me periſh 


Charlotte. © Be not fo raſh ;—you muſt, you ſhall 
c acct it? |. En 
Clerimont. * Charming generous creature !—could 
© I abuſe ſuch goodneſs, I were a villain, meaner, 
« yiler far than he that has undone me © 
Charlotte. * Indeed I will not be Cenied; and 


_ © if you perſiſt in this obſtinacy, will go myſelf 


* in perſon, pay the money and redeem the obli- 
« gation, | pe, : OED 
Clerimont, * O ſpeak not! think not of ſuch © 
* n thing, unleſs you with to ſee me turn againſt my-_ 
* ſelf one of thoſe weapons I intended for my ad- 
« ierlary | | 
Charlkite. * Hold, Clerimont,—forbear to fright 
* me thus!—juft as you ſpoke a fudden thought _ 
* ſtarted into my head, as if there were a way to rid 
* you of this encumbrance, without any expence 
* either to yourſelf or me _ hs Ry | 
 Clerimont., © How |—by what miracle Y 
Charlotte, * The proje& is not yet quite faſhion- 


 * ed in my brain ;—— but you muſt come with me 
_* to my lodgings, for I dare not truſt you with 
__ © yourſelf ;—as we go, perhaps I may be able to 
* bring my ſcheme to more perfeCtion.” | 


_ Clerimont.. * Oh, Charlotte, thy ſoftneſs quite 
* unmans me?” WE © Char". 


above ten paces from it. 


to foxm. apy judgment of the ſubjeQt they had 
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Charlotte. * No 'tis your own deſpair unmans 

< you ;—let me prevail on you to give only ſome 
« reſpite to. theſe horrible ideas = 
 Clerimont. © Well, you muſt be obeyed,—T will 


© defer the execution of my. intentions till another 


Mow 55-4. 7 
Charlotte; -.* That's kind? > To oy 
Charlotte ſeemed tranfported at having won thus 


_ far upon him, anda coach being called they both 


went into it ;—l liſtened to the direCtions given where 
to drive, and; eager to know what turn this. affair 
would take, follawed on foot as faſt ] was able. | 
May poſſibly become the ſubje(F. of ſome future Comedy, 


| as there is nothing in the flory that can be objeted 


to by the Licence-Office. 


A MONG all the indefatigable inquiries I had ; 


ſo long been making, after things intended to | 


| be kept ſecret, never had my curioſity met with a 
_ greater Elhygonemens than it did at the time I am 


{peaking of ;—I arrived at the houſe where Char- 
lotte lodged, the very moment that the coach which 


brought that lady and her lover thither was dif- 


charged and driving off, and had the mortification 
to ſee the door ſhut, when I was not at the difkance of 

Every preſent minute, however, flattering me with 
the hopes that the ſucceeding ones would be more | 
ſucceſsful, I waited, tho' I cannot fay with much 
patience, : the whole time, for the ſpace of about 
two hours, no one having any. occaſion, I ſuppoſe, 


_ either to go out or in ;—at laſt a friendly baker 
\ knocked at the door, which being opened, I took 
the opportunity to ſlip in, while he delivered a loat 
of bread to the ſervant of the houſe. | 


- I went up ſtairs, and: found the perſons I ſought 
far in the diniog-room ;——but here, alas, I was a 


ſecons time difappointed, — the grand confultation | 


between them was over before my entrance, and what 
I heard after I came in, could not make me able_ 


been 


—_— OE. TT”; 


- a - 


\will not detain you, leſt the villain ſhould be gone 


o 

o 

© out Remember to fix the appointment at ſeyen, 
< ISLES 


or between ſeven and eight this evening. _ 
 Clerimont. * Yes, yes.” > 


| Charlotte, © By that time I ſhall be able to get. 


every thing in order, ——and you will ſee] 


them all, ——do you only take care that no un- 
guarded look or word, gives the Count any room 
pretend to be, ST RS 
"erimont. * Fear not, —I ſhall be cautious not to 


7 


© ſpoil ſo good a plot by my ill performance.” | 
Charlotte. * If it ſucceeds, as I have not the 
_ © leaft doubt but it will, the ſtory will be a ſubje&t 


« of mirth for us as laſting as our lives.” 


 Clerimont. © Andas laſting a ſubje& for my ak 


© miration of the wit and contrivance of my dear, 
+ dear Charlotte.” £ TTY 
_» Charlotte, © Well, well, ——— defer your en- 
comiums till a more ſeafonable opportunity ;—T 
long, methinks, to have this buſineſs over, and 


it is high time for you to begin to ſet the firſt 
- wheel of our machine 1n motion.” | 
Clrimont. © Iam going. —Adieu, my love.” 


_ He accompanied theſe words with a very tender 
and paſſionate falute, then left the room ; tho' "I. 
| eaſily perceived that Charlotte had. ſomewhat of 
_ great importance to tranſa&t in this affair, yet as, 

I could nat be in two places at once, I choſe to fol-_ 
low Clerimont. | H COT 


He went direQly to the lodgings of Count Cogdy, 


and on aſking it he were at home, was ſhewed into. 


2 handſome parlour, where, after waiting about 4 


winute and a half, the Count's ſervant came to him, 
| | EET o and 
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| been upon. ;——o—> 1 could only know that ſome-_ 
thing of great moment had been concluded, as, the 
reader will eafily perceive. by the following ſhort 
-_ moe: i: OS | ; 

Charlotte.. * You cannot- imagine how much you 
have obliged me by this ready conceſſion ;—but I. 


ſhall play my part as well as the beſt aQtreſs of 


to ſuſpe& you are leſs in good humour than you. 


. gt og ores POL eg te i A Or et x 
+ ——_—_ 
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and faid his maſter had not been long out of bed, 
and was not quite dreſſed, but defited he would 
walk up ;—which he- did, with his inviſible atten- 
dant cloſe behind him. | 


"The Connt no ſooner ſaw him enter than he ran 


to embrace him with a French complaiſance, laying 


c 


4 


imagine ; 
bank- bills upwards of two thouſand pounds lying 


_ at the ſame time, 


| Count Cogdy, » Dear Clerimont, T am glad to ſee 
you,” | 


 Clerimont. * My dear Count, A lucky morning to 
'you.—I behaved ſomewhat oddly laſt night, and 
* could not be ealy' till I came and aſked your pardon. 
_ Count Cogdy. © Oh, fir, you have it, you have 
'it ;—1I thought no more of it ;— I know *tis na- | 
tural for a gentleman to. be a little out of Humour | 


at firſt — his money.” 
Clerimont. * But I was lf.” exculable than you | 
for to confeſs the truth, I had in 


in my bureau at home,—ſo was under no neceflity | 


either of playing upon tick, or of troubling a lawyer _ 
_ to mortgage the reverſion of my eſtate.” 
| Count Copy. * Is it Pow !—Are you in ear-.— | 


neſt 
Clerimont, . * To convince you Tam ſo, you ſhall 


| have the teſtimony of your own. eyes ;—lce here, 


 Count,—and here, 
In ſpeaking this he took out of his pocket-book 


ſeveral bills: to the amount of the ſum he had 


mentioned ; — 


Count Cogdy. © 'Theſe are bank-bills, indeed P 
Clerimant. * Aye,—I can tun them into ready 


6  ſpecie at any banker's in town.” 


« the money thag vexed me ; 


' Count Cogdy, *. Well, I cannot help wondering 


_ + how a man Ek had two thouſand pounds by him; 1 
” 0%. eld ſuffer himſelf to be diſconcerted at the loſs 
| + of one.” 


Clerimont. © Hang it, it was not the loſs of 
but T had got the 


Ny pP0- 


the Count ſtretched his eyes broad | 
| open, looked at the bills, —ſeemed much ſurpriſed, 
ang ſaid, 


© dine with me 2? 


 Clerimont, © T am —_ with a young fellow | 
_ © juſt come to town, and to the poſſeſſion of a great 


« one's beſt friends.” 


| Ceunt Copdy. © So then 1 ſuppoſe you will redeem + 
* your mortgage ? _ 


 Clerimont. * Time enough for that. But now 


. will even try my chance once more.” 
Count Codgy. © As how 2 


Clerimont. * Why ſtake one of theſe thouſands | 


« againſt my mortgage ; ;—— ſo either win the horſe or 
* loſe the ſaddle.” 


Count Codgy. , With all my heart,—whenever - 


« you pleaſe. 
.Clerimont. * Let it be to-night then? 
Count Codpy. «© A greed. 


« eſtate ; but I will meet you at night, and bring him 


» with me if I can.” 


Count Cogdy. © Do;—1 ſhall be glad of his ac- 


quaintance. 


Count, I don't like that houſe we were in laſt night, 


parliament has laid ſuch reſtriftions on us who love 


_* play, that it is not every where we dare venture. 


to indulge ourſelves in that diverſion.” 


Clerimont, * What objection have you to Mix- 
um's, in **#*## ſtreet ? 


accommodation. —But don't you know that it was 


ſearched three or fous "__ ago by a whole poſſe 
of conſtables -. 


Clerk | 
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S hyppo, and that damned hyppo makes one affront 


"I think on it, you offered me my revenge, and I 


-Will you hp and 


Clerimont. * We knew one another in the coun- 
try, he will go any where with me.—But hark'ye, 


_—evyery thing init, methinks, has the face of mean» | 
neſs, poverty, and ill-luck ;—my young ſpark is 
vaſtly nice, and will be apt to turn up his noſe 
at it z—can't you think of a more agreeable place ?” 
| Count Cogdy. * 1 know of ſeveral ;—the only rea- 
ſon that makes me chooſe to'go thither ſo often is . 
becauſe I think it the moſt fafe ;—this curſed a of 


Count Cogdy. * Tis a good houſe, and excellent 


EA cn 


Sano Den. -——— a5 
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—__Clerimont, © Yes, —but they found nothing of 
* what they came to lookfor,—therefore the more ſe- 
« cureat preſent, asthey will ſcarce comeagain in haſte? 

Count Cogdy. * Well then, .we will meet there if - 
* you pleaſe. —At whathour Y © | 

Clerimont. © Seven, or alittle after,—if it ſuits you.” 

Count Cogdy, * Extremely well ;—then we ſhall 
* have the whole evening beioreus.” 


He was about; to. take - his Jeave, 2nd had roſe up. 


for that purpoſe, when 'Tom - Wheadle, Jack: Hazard. 
and Coaxum came all together into the room ;—they. 
ſeemed a little ſurpriſed at ſeeing him. there, but 
ſatuted bim with their uſual familiarity. "© 
Fack Hazard, * Hgh!—dear. Clerimont, good. 
© morning to you,” I Tra” + 
Tom Wheadle, * Now you look like-yourſelf again ; 
* —you were quite-another nan; laſt-night” 
Coaxum, * Aye faith, —you muſt expe to be. 
BO AO OO Rn HITH | 
 Clerimont. *© T know I deferve it ; but you-muſt 
© Cefer your ſarcaſms 'till night ; for.'] am in great- 
* haſte at preſent, —ſo, gentlewen, your ſervant.” _ 
He was going out of the-1vom with. theſe, words; 
but juſt as y came to the doos he turned back and 
de Can Cane. hone eons” 
 Chlrimont. * Be ſure, Count, not to- forget. to + 
* bripg the writings with you? Tl) 
Count Cogdy. * No, no,—thkey have never. been 
* out of my pocket ſince you. delivered. them. to.me 
* laſt night,” | ttt 
'Fhere paſſed no more between them, —Clerimont 
_ went. haſtily down ſtairs, and I gladly would have 
followed him, but Jack Hazard and Tom Wheadle 
happgMd to ſtand between the door and the corner 
whefe I had unluckily poſted myſelf, ſo that It was ' | 
Impoſlible for me to, remove my quarters, without 
running a very great riſque of being felt either by 
the one or the other. _ | 
During the ſhort time I was, compelled to ſtay [ 
heard the following converſation, which. ] would not 
| trouble my readers with the repetition of, but to ſhes 
| - wWnal 
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what monſters of mankind theſe degenerate wretches 


 2re who get their livelihood by gaming. 
Coaxum. * What does he mean by writings ?—ſure 


* he is not going to redeem his mortgage Y © 
Count Cogdy. * No ; but he is going to ſend a 


Lad 


to-night.” _ Ps 
Fack Hazard. * What! upon tick ? 


Tom Wheadle. * Phoo—that is doing of nothing,— 
the fool has no moreeſtates in reverſion to make oyer.” 


Fack Hazard, * How did he come by them 7?” 


Count Cagdy. * "Tis no matter to us how he came 
y them, we are ſure of making them ours before 


' we ſleep. 


Tom Wheadle. * They muſt certainly be bills his 


father has entruſted him with, to buy ſtock eitber 


—the young fellow will hang himſelf ro-morrow, 


and us too-that he Hhould put-himſelf out of the 
way.- But I can tell you better news than 
this, he brings a rich young heir with him, 


mere ſap, — a greenhorn ;—there will be fleecing, 
my boys ? | | | 


tunity of eſcaping from my confinement. 


 _WhenlI found myſelf at liberty I began-to conf1- 
der not only on what I had ſeen and heard, but alſo 


on what ] had not ſeen nor heard ;——1 was ftiil as 


much in the dark as eyer as to Charlotte's contri- _ 


vance, and could not keep myſelf from fret- 


ting at the many diſappointments I had met with on | 
that account ;—TI was doomed, however, to receive 
yet ORE More. | | 


Though 


thouſand, or 'tis likely two thouſand pounds after 
it —We have made an appointment to play again 


for himſelf or ſome of his friends in the country ; 


when he reflets on what he has done” — 
Fack Hazard, * Let him hang himſelf, when we 
© have got all he has to loſe? - Te, 
Count Copdy, £5 Aye, aye, —'tis beſt for him 


one that knows nothing of the world, ————- a 


Juſt as the Count had done ſpeaking ſoine little | 
noiſe in the ſtreet made them all run to the windows, 
y which means I got the ſo-much wiſhed for oppor- 
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 - Though I doubted not but when. the gameſters met 
| the whole would be laid open to me, yet the time 


ſeemed too tedious for my impatience, — I want- 


- 


_ ed to know the buſineſs of the plot before | ſaw it. 


acted, ard fet myſelf to think on the moſt probable 


_ means to accompliſh my deſigns, —— Accordingly 


1] went to the lodgings of Charlotte, hoping to find 


Clerimont there, and diſcover ſomething farther by 
the diſcourſe they would have together; but to my 
great mortification perceived the rooms quite empty, 
excepting a little lap-dog lying on a cuſhion before 


the hre. 


t had now no other refource than to go home to 


dinner, which I did, 3nd after having got my Tablets 


made ready to Teceivea new unprefſion, dive ted 
myſelf in the beſt manner I could, *tili the hour arriv- 


| ed which enabled me to explore what at preſent ap- 


peared ſo myſterious to me. > 
| Rn > © on. 


Wil' put a final period to the ſuſpence of my readers, 


tn relation to Clerimont and Charlotte, © 


: A '$ precious a thing as time is, and as much as I 
: a 


ways k:.ew the real value of it, the hours 


_ methought moved ſlowly on *till the clock ftruck fe- 

' ven, and told me that I might now hope for the full 

_ echairciſſement of an adventure, I had already taken 
| fo much fruitleſs pains to explore. TORE 


Pretty ſecure, however, that TI ſhould not loſe 


my labour any more on this occaſion, I went with 


great glee and jollity of mind to the houſe of Mr. 
Mixum, —— Count Cogdy and his three affociates _ 
came preſently after, and were ſhewed into the belt | 


. room, where I accompanied them.— On their callin 
_ for wine, Mixum came up with it himſelf to pay his 


compliments, as not having feen them for a conli- 
derable time, and there enſued fome diſcourſe con- 
cerning the ſearch warrant that had been granted 
againſt the houſe, — the manner in which thoſe per- 
ſons who were there had made their eſcape from 
the officers, and ſuch like affairs, which not being at 
all material to my purpoſe I not regarded, nor ſpread 
my Tablets to receive, Within 
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| Within about half an hour Clerimont and his 
young friend appeared; - the firſt ſight of the 

facter extremely ſtruck me, I thought I had 
ſomewhere ſeen that face, but when or where, or 


on what occaſion, I could not preſently recolle&, 


_ and it was ſome minutes before 1 knew this ſeem- 
Ing beau for a real belle; — in fine, that it was no 


other than Charlotte herſelf: — ſhe was, indeed, ſo 


artfully diſguiſed in all points, that a perſon much 


better acquainted with her features might have been 


deceived ;— her cheeks which had naturally no more 
Ted 1n them than was neceſſary to preſerve her com- 


plexion from the character of a dead paleneſs, were 


now, by the help of Carmine or Portugal paſte, of 


A high ruddy colour ;— her eye brows which were 
.of a fine light brown, were now black as jet; and 


_ that ſweet and modeſt air, fo becoming in the amia- 

_ 'ble Charlotte, converted into one all bold andrakiſh.. 
Clerimont, with a well difſembled paiety in his 

yoice and countenance, preſented her to the compa- 


ny, telling them he had taken the liberty to intro-. 
duce a friend, whoſe converſation he doubted not 
'but would'be agreeable to them.— They received 
her with the greateſt politeneſs and good breeding ; 


for I muſt here obſerve, that tho? theſe men, either 


through the calamitics of the times, or their own _ | 


miſmanagement and ill conduct, were reduced to the 
wretched courſe they now took for fubliſtence, they 


had all of them been endowed with a liberal educati- 


on, and knew how to behave like perſons of real 


Honour and faſhion, whenever they found it ſuitable 


to their intereſt to do fo. 


The glaſs went round two 'or three times, while 


they talked only on crdinary matters; but our tajr 
Amazon, being impatient, ] ſuppoſe, to put the 
finiſhing ſtroke to the ftrat::vem the had formed, 
ſtarted up on a ſudden, and 1aic, TE 
Charlotte. * Well but, genilemen, how are we 


* to paſs the evening, — I hope in ſomewhat more _ 


© agreeable than mere chit-chat ?— Clerimont talked 
«+ of play, and 1 ſez you have implements ready.” 


Count. 


309 


, = . platen 
w—_ : conn LY ee IIs SS - —— 
De Su It nn en Rs en CE DEI mn 
9h Res Roe 
co —_—_— 


ed EA tre 


| then ſung this catch : 


"every thing, Jack 


| herſelf to them all in general, faid, 
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Count Cogdy. * Sir, we amuſe ourſelves that Way 


© ſometimes.—and if you Chooſe it, ſhall be ready to 
© oblige you.” | £ SF 


Charlotte. © Oh by all means ; —I love play ex- 
« travagantly,—— the muſic of a dice-box is to ine 


© beyond all Handel's operas and oratorios ;- here is 


* more real harmony than in the ſpheres themſelyes, 


© andI could dance eternally to the ſound,” _ 
In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe ſnatched up a dice- 


box, and began to rattle it with all her torce ;— 


+ Away with dull cares, 
© Fhat bring on grey hairs, 
© Let them fleet with the day, 
* And wine, women, and play, 
« With jovial delights, _ 
© Engroſs all our nights OL 
While the firanger appeared thus unattentive to 
Hart who ſat next to Coaxum, 
whiſpered to him, TT NIN | | 
Fack Hazard. * This 1s a fine ſprightly ſpark; 


* but I fancy we ſhall make him grow ſomewhat | 
'* more grave before we have done with him.” 


Coaxum., * T wonder what could induce Cleri- 


© mont to bring him, after having loſt ſo much 


among us.” Be” _ Sn, 
| Tack Hazard, * Oh, take it for a rule, — when 


'© a man begins to find himſelf undone, he is willing 


* to bring all his acquaintance into the ſame condi- 
* tion.” HE 4 
They had time for no more,— Charlotte addreſſing 


Charlotte. * Come, gentlemen, — which of you 


* will engage me,—1I have ſome looſe pieces in my 


« pocket, which I am ready to throw away, i 


'© chance ſhould fo determine ?” 


Jack Hazard, * Then, fir, I am your man, E'2 


* you think fit ;— for I know the Count has made 
_* an agreement to. play with Clerimont on a very 
© particular occaſion.” | 


Charlotte, * Then, fir, I will content myſelt a 
* wivle with being a by-ſtander.” Fack 
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Fuck Hazard, * You need not, fir,——you ſoc 
-© here are more- tables than one.” 

Charlotte, * Aye; but I-chooſe to bet on. uy 
« friend's fide.” 
Fack Hazard, * Nay, as you pleaſe for ttt 
© we ſhall any of us be ready to take you-up.” 
— The Count and-Clerimont being now in an atti- 
tude to play, and the writings laid down on. the 
one ſide, and a thouſand pound bank bill on the 

_. other, Charlotte.cried out, 
Charldtte. * What! paper againſt .parch- 
'* ment!— theſe are the oddeſt :ftakes 1 ever ſaw. 
© — Yours, Clermont, T think, 'is a Aw 
pounce | 
Count: Cogdy. « I affure, you, fir, that” -mine- is 
« the full equivalent.” £ 
 Char/oite, * I believe fo; — but. beſare you 
Lf begin you any Live me leave to. ſpeak a word. or 
+" two! --; 
Count Gog b, « As many: as you. pleaſe, me. 
| NTOE % It 1s; only this tort ow: muſt boots 
«.Count.! -:.* | 
Count Cogdy. * Muſt loſe, - fir? 
Charlotte. * Aye, fir, muſt. loſe | | 
Count Cegoy. « 'That, -fir, will happen as fortune 
* ſhall decree.” | 
| Charlotte. * Sir, {I ſtand in 'the' viles: of | for- 
* tune, and tell you, that you An loſe thoſe Wri- 
« tings to Clerimont.” 
Jack Hazard.  * What means: all this 
Count Cogdy. © Ido not unde; ftand/you fir. 
ve Chari. * TI will ſpeak plainer ;— your falſe | 
* dice will be of no ſervice to you; at* this time ;— 
« you muſt” willnglyi return; to, Clerimont that deed 
of reverfion, which you drew him 4a to: .ign-as a 
tecurity for (money you had? balely cheated him. 
.of ;—— I-ay willingly,—for. 1f yaw do': not, Iam 
come prepared with means to force you to it,” 0 
Count 'Cogdy., * vit, 'T ſcorn bothls your words and 
' threats ;— I never | cheated any man, nor will part 


7 with what chance hay beſtowed upon e;? i 66s 
Jack. 
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Jack Hazard. * *Sdeath,— ſhall we be bullied 
* by ſuchaprig?”. | SE OT. 299 3 
Charlotte. * None of your big words,— I haye 
© that will filence you ;— ſee here ;— the copy 
+ a warrant from Juſtice Ferrit, to apprehend and 
© bring before him the hodies of George Van Hell- 
mock, alias Count Cogdy, — John Hazard, — 
Thomas Wheadle,— and William Coaxuin ;— the 
original of this is in the hands of perſons who, on 
the leaſt ſtamp of my foot, will come up and put it 
in execution.” - | | 
'The gameſters now looked on each other with all 
the marks of conſternation; but before they had 
time to make any reply to what Charlotte had ſaid, 
Mixum, all pale and trembling, came running into 
the room, and faid, Te Og TH ICS | 
 Mixum. * Oh, gentlemen,— we are all undone! 
— three or four conſtables are at the door,—one 
« of my drawers ſaw them as he went out to carry a 
« pint of wine to a neighbour's houſe ; and there is a 
« young man below too, who I dare fay is a (py, 
© for he does not ſtay in the room, but walks back- | 
o 


2-44-06 


wards and forwards in the entry, and looks at every 
| body as they paſs by ;— ſo that there 1s no eſcap- 
1ng either one way or other.” : TE 

Charlotte. * He tells you truth ;— the perſon he 
+ ſpeaks of is planted there by we, and on my giv- 
« ing the ſignal will call in his mirmidons ;— fo that 
< you have nothing for it but to deliver the writings 
© quietly to Clerimont ;— if you do this, ] will in- 
« ſtantly go down and ſend away the officers, under 
© pretence that the information was wrong, and that 
« na gameſters are here, Re 

| Count Cogdy. + Confuſion ! — W hat is to be 
* done! | 3 vel2 


- 


Fack Hazard. * 'Sdeath, Count !—— do not part 
- © with the writings !— we'll fight our- way through 
« them®#?:; Eo ppontcs fo Pipe. Bayp a roy refit 3] 
Charlotte. * Nay then, I give the ſignal. 
She advanced towards the door with theſe words ; 
but Mixum threw himſelf between, and with the moſt 
pity-moving geſture ſaid, 2  DAiixum . 


© Count, reſolve at once; 
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Mixum. * Hold, fir, I beſeech YOu, conſider 


. © ] never offended you — do not ruin me and my 
© houſe for ever” | 
| Clerimont. « Oh, you will be provided with lodg- 


ings 10 Bridewell, and fare no worſe than theſe 
worthy gentlemen here, your cuſtomers.” 

| Count Cogdy. * Well, I did not think Mr. Cleri- 

© mont would have tarned informer.” 

Clerimont. ©* Nor did I think I had affociated my= 


« ſelf with common ſharpers, cheats, and villains, 


« till laſt night convinced me of it.” 


Charlotte. © Theſe altercations are only loſs of 


« time, the officers will be impatient ;— ſpeak, 


Shall I diſmiſs, or 
* call them to the exerciſe of their funion.” 


Count Cogdy. © Hell and the devil! ==_ What fay 


« you, gentlemen ?? 


Tom Wheadle. © Fen give up the writings, and | 
« the devil go with them.” | 


Coaxum. * Ay, ay, give them up.” 


 Fack Hazard, * Since there 1s no other remedy 


<] give my vote.” 


 _ Count Cogay. © Nothing vexes me ſo much as to. 
© be thus outwitted, gulled, tricked — "There, Mr. 
but I. 


« Clerimont, take back your mortgage ; 
* muſt tell you, fir, that you have not aCted like a 
* gentleman.” 
Clerimont. © 1 threw off the gentleman when I 
6 condeſcended to play in ſuch Company z 
«© gameſter is the loweſt and moſt infamous of all 


« charaQters; nay the moſt dangerous too; worſe 
* even than a highway robber,— he takes but part, ' 
you plunder, without remorte, the whole. 


c 


| fortune of him whom you decoy into your ſnares ; 


* —— nor can there be any excufe from your- ne- | 


* ceſſiries, while we have ſo numerous a fleet and 
* ſtanding army, which are continually wanting re- 
* cruits, and refuſe none who have health and vigour. 


* wanted, 


* yourſelf.” 


lo pray keep your remonſtrances to 


'--VoL; 1}, CEL | Clarbtte. 


A : 


Count oy: * Sir, you have got what you 
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| Charlotte, © Aye, aye, advice 1s loſt on fuch 
* hardened profligates —— Come, let-us go.” 
CLaoYTRes. - Tatend your”: onto 
| Neither Clerimont nor his fair champion faid any 


More, but went directly out of the room ; — 2 
volly of curſes from the mouths of all theſe miſcre- 


ants purſued their ſteps.—— TI had no inclination to 
ſtay where I was; but juſt as I paſſed the door] 


heard Jack Hazard, who was the moſt violent of the 


_ four, tay to his companions, _ | 
Jack Hazard. * It is that ſaucy pert young cox- 

© comb that has ſpirited up Clerimont to do all this; 
© but 4f ever 1 meet him in a convenient place Tl! 
< pink him,— 1'I make a loop-hole in his fleſh, big 

+ enough to.let out twenty ſuch puny ſouls. _ 


I could not forbear laughing within myſelf at this 


menace, which, though it thewed the villainous diſ- 
poſition -of the wretch who ſpoke it, I knew was 
 Impoſlibleever to reach the perſonit waslevelled againſt. 


_ The amiable and witty Charlotte kept her pro-. 
| miſe, and on her coming down ſtairs gave orders 


_ to the young man who waited her commands to fend 


away the conttables,—after which ſhe took coach 


with her lover, attended with as many bleſlings and 
_ Food wiſhes from Mixum as ſhe had been loaded with 
curſes from thoſe above. _ Ls 


— As I could expect no more from this adventure 
than the retributions of Clerimont to his beloved _ 
_ Charlotte for the happy deliverance ſhe had given bim 


| from deſtruCtion, and which I could eafily conceive 
without hearing, I turned to my own apartment, 1n 
order to get my Tablets made ready tor the acqur 
ſition of ſome new diſcovery. 


T muſt not however, take leave of theſe lovers _ 


without letting the public know that a marriage be- 
tween them, which had ſometime before been agreed 
_ upon, is now confumrated, .and that Clerimont, fin- 
.cerely touched wirh the danger he has eſcaped, has 
made a hrm reſolution never to play but tor very 
ſwall ſums, and for thoſe only with perſons whole 
honour ai.d integrity he is well afſured of, 


As for the Gameſters, they ftill continue to infeſt 


this great town, like Satan watching to devour all | 
the prey they can get into their clutches ;,— P. _———lf 


this little narrative may warn any one perſon to a- 
void the ſnare, the pains I have taken to explain it 
will be well-rewarded. . 


CHRAE IS: 


This the Author has calculated chiefly for the ſpeculation 
of the ſerious part of his readers, and is ſhort 


enough to be eaſily paſſed over by the more gay and un- 
_ attentive, | | on 


F Sometimes make one among the number of viſt 


tors toa good old lady, who being paſt the enjoy- 


ment of all the pleaſures of-life, except thoſe of 
converſation, loves cempany and keeps a great deal, 
as her chearful and entertaining manner of beha- 
viour renders her agreeable even to the youth of 
both ſexes. IR © or woo os 

It was at her houſe I firſt ſaw Mr. Wary, a gen- 
tleman of an ancient family, an affluent fortune, and 
an extreme good character ; but has a certain pecu- 
larity of humour which deprives him of fome part 


of that reſpe&t he could not fail otherwiſe of attrac- 


ting from as many as know him. 5 Os , 

Whether it be owing to an over diffidence of him- 
ſelf, or of others, it is hard.to determine; but it 
ſeems to me that there 1s a mixture of both in his 
compoſition ; for he goes not about the moſt minute 
and infignificant affair in life, even to the buying a 
ſut of cloaths, without conſulting the whole round 
of his acquaintance, never depending on his own 
judgment, or on the opinion of any one friend what- 
loeyer ; but conſtantly adhering to this maxim :— 
that in a multitude of counſellors there is wiſdom, 

His age at this time does not exceed forty, he has 
been a widower upwards of twelve years, yet never 
had the courage to venture on a ſecond marriage, 
becauſe he could find 2 woman whom every body | 
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approved of ; — he is the father of one ſon, x 
very promiiing youth, now about thirteen, of whom 


| he is extremely tender, and fo very careful of his 


education that he would never truſt him at any puh- 
hc ſchool, and has him inſtructed at home in every 


thing he thinks neceſſary he ſhould learn ; but it fre- 


quently happens that a great Ueal of time is loſt in 
providing tutors who ſeem to him every way quali- 


z 


| hed for the truſt to be repoſed in them. _ 
_ "There was nothing in the charaQer -of this gen- 

tleman that excited my «curioſity to know -any thing 
farther of him than what I did ;—— indeed I could 


hope to make no diſcoveries worthy of my inviſible 
inſpection, in the family of a perſon who had neither. 
| wife nor daughter, was -not diſtinguiſhed for any 


particular vice or-virtue, never intermeddled in pub- 
lic affairs, ſaw 'little company, and lived in a very 
retired manner; therefore I never had a thought of 


_ viſiting him. 


But it often happens that we are ſwayed by an 


unaccountable impulſe to do things which have no © | 
meaning in them, nor efford the leaſt proſpect either 
_ of pleaſure or advantage; and it was in one of theſe 


ſudden ſtarts that I found myſelf hurried into his 


: houſe, ſeeing the door open as 1 caſually paſſed 
_ throvgh the {treet where he lives. | 


I found him fitting in an eaſy chair in his back par- 


 lour, with a letter m this hand ; but having juſt f- 
niſhed the reading of it as I came in, I had not tlie 
opportunity at that time-of ſeeing what 1t contained; 
-— a moment after a ſervant -entered, and told him 


Mr. Seewell was come to wait on him,— on which he 


_ ordered him to be introduced, and as ſoon as he was 


ſo, ſaid to him, PEER, 
Mr. Wary. * Oh, my good friend Mr. Scewell, 


* — you are the moſt welcome man alive ;— I was 
EN juſt wiſhing for you.' 


"Mr. Seewwell. * | am glad then I came fo oppor- 
* tunely, — But pray on what account am 1 ſo hap- 
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Mr. Wary. * Sit down and I will tell you.- 


+ You mult know I am deſirous my ton ſhould have 


a little infight of ſome branches of the mathema- 


tics, and- accordingly have been laying out a good 
«* while for a proper perſon to inſtruct him ; — at 


laſt I heard of one they lay haz very. great abilities 


and is of a ſober character; 


- Mir. Seeavell, * That was lucky.” 


Mr. Wary. * Aye, but you have not heard all 


— The very next day after I had agreed with hin, 
happening 19 men'ion his- name to an acquain'ance 
of mine, I was informed that: he was a Papiſt, — 


- born and bred a Papitt; — on which 1 preſently 
ſent to defire the perſon who recommended hin ,* 
'to let him-know he need not give himſelf the trou- 
| ble to come to my houſe, and alſo to give him 
the reaſons that induced me to forbid him ; for, 
Mr. Seewell, I would rather have my fon kept i In 
" ignorance all his life, than have his principles taint= 
«4 with Popery and Jacobitiſm.” 


Mr. Seexvell. * You are very much in the right.” 
Mr. Wary. * Aye, I think I am;—yet tor all 


that I am ſtrangely puzzled, and divided, 2s it 
| were, In my thouzh:s, — ne ſent me a lefrer this 
morning, — you ſhall read It, and then give me' 


your advice what to do.” 


Mr. Seewell. * The beſt I can you may com- 
mand.” | | | | 
Mr. Wary then put the letter into his hands, - 
which | read at the fame time he cid, and found it; 


contained thete lines : 


To Lemvert Wary, Eſq; 


 «S1R, 


CANNOT forbear being extrentely ſhocked at 


| the diſappointment | have received ; but am 
| much more ſurpriſed at the reaſons you align for 


thiaking me unworthy the honour of inſtrufting your 


ſon in a ſcience which has not the leaſt connection 


either with religion or politics, — I thall never be 


P23 ___*& aſhamed 
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«« aſhamed to own myſelf a member of the Church 


«4c 
«6 


of Rome ; but am as far from being a Jacobite as 


'-you Or any one can be, and think it eaſy to con- 
vince you, that my being the one is a ſufficient 
' proof that I cannot be the other. 

«© I know that weak minds are ftrangely carried 
* away by mere words ; but they cannot Jong have 


any influence with perſons of underſtanding ;— 
you, fir, need but give yourſelf the trouble of a 


few moments conſideration to ſee plainly how ut- 


terly inconſiſtent it is with the intereſt of a true 


* Roman Catholic to wiſh the Pretender, or any of 
| his race, ſhould ever be ſeated on the throne of 


theſe kingdoms. 


 « What, fir, could we hope for from a perſon 


who could not favour us, if he were ſo inclined, 


without endangering himſelf ;— a perſon, who, 


tho” bred in the principles of the Church of Rome, 


* and ſti]l profefies to adhere to them, yet put his 


eldeſt fon under the tuition of three the moſt zea- 


| lous enemies of our religion ?— I need not tell you 


I mean the lords Dunbar and Inverneſs, both of _ 


the Kirk of Scotland, and ELafſcelles, an eminent 


divine of the church of England — What, I fay, 


could we expect, were a revolution ever to happen 


in the fayour of that family, which Heaven forbid, 


| but to be deprived of all thoſe privileges the good- 


neſs of his preſent Majeſty permits us the enjoy- 


ment of, and to be diſcountenanced even. more 
| than the worſt of all thoſe numerous ſeCtaries 


which divide the nation? SE a ES 
«« Pleaſe, fir, to caſt a ſhort retroſpe& on the 
tranſations of the late rebellion ;— Were not the | 
heads of Clans, and thoſe of the Nobleſs who 


liſted under the banner of the young Pretender in 


Scotland all proteſtants, the duke of Perth except- 


| £d ?— Were not thoſe few whom he picked up in 


England Proteſtants, ſons of the Reformation, and 
moſt of them of the eſtabliſhed Church.— Thoſe 
of our perſuaſion neither abetted or any way af- 
fifled the Adventurer's undertaking ; and ſure if 

l FOE. « our 
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our hearts had been affeted to his cauſe, our 
hands would not have been. inaftive, our number 
is not ſo inconfiderable as not to have done ſome + 
ſervice; and then,. if ever, was the time to have 


ſhewed ourſelves ;— but our peaceful behaviour at 
that time ought, methinks, to be a fuinicient tef- 
timony to the whole world, how Iutle we deſerve 


to be ſtiymatized with the appellation of Jacobites. 


Da Thus much, fir, in relation to my politics ; 


_- Ir, Secave!ll, * What then; 


I do aſſure you, upon the word of a chril- 
tian ls a man of honour, that I thall never min- 


gle matters of religion in my diſcourſe with any of 


my upils. 
"+; I" this declaration, you think me wor- 


thy of attending your ſon, the beſt of my endea- 


vours "0 not be wanting to inſtruct him in the 
ſcience | profeſs to teach, and in all other things T6) 
prove that I am, 
« With the centeſt reſpeC, 
| « SG] R, 
* Your moſt obedient; and 
«<- Humble ſervant, 
EE 56" P. NEUTER,” 


Mr, Wary. 6 Well, fir, what do you think of 


this epiſtle ?— Pray give me your opinion candidly.” 
Mr. Seewell, «* Why really, Mr. Wary, there are 
ſome things in it which cannot be denied ; yet | 


would not adviſe you, by any means, to put him 
_ over your ſon.” 


A'r. Wary, * Not if Iam convinced he is no  Jaco- 
bite ??. | 


4.3 you are Con- 
vinced he 18 a Papift, and being fuck, Cannot COr- 
ciajly with well to any who are Proteſtants ; ;— the 


very principles of his uncharitable religion forbid 


that he ſhouid do ſo ;— the Church of Rome looks 
on' what they call the Northern Hereſy in a worſe 
light than Paganiſm ; and though, as he fays, 
they may not Gelire a charge of government in fa- 

4 * vour 


- and as to the other part of your objeCtion, 
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* your of the Pretender, yet they would doubtleſ; be 
« glad to ſee, not only theſe kingdoms, but all thoſe 
where the Reformation has taken Pug inyolved in 
| * blood, anarchy and confuſion.” 
| | Mr. Wary. * Itis very true, indeed, Mr. Seewelt; 
— they have always thewn a ſpirit of perſecution 
« 1m them.! © | 
Ir. Seexwell.  * Hating us as they do, it would 
be the greateſt weakneis ro 1magine they would fin- 
_* cerely contribute any thing towards our making a 
* ſhining figure in the world; and cannot there- 
| + fore be louked upon as duly qualificd, however 
"51 able they may be 1n other reſpeds, tor Tutors or 
li  * Preceptors to cur youth.” 

Air. Wary, No, no,— I will have nothing to dd 
with Lim ;— I will not be cajoled by his tair pre- 
fences.” 

Here they broke off all farther ſpcech on this 
lubje&t; and as I found they were beginning to er- 
ter on niatters which ad ror feem to me of any con- 
ſequence, 1 left them, and took the firſt opportunity | 
of g0Ing out of the houſe, 

T ſhall not trouble m y renders with any animad- 
verſions eicher on Mr. Neucer's letter or the conver- 
| fation which enſued upon it, but Jeave every one to 
| _ Jucge as he thall chink moft reaſonable. 


ro Component. 
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C ontains ; fuch a fort of methed for the cure of an ang: 
 1evs conflitution, as perhaps there are more ladies 
| thun one why will not think themſe Foes obliged to. 
|| re Author fur revealing. 
'H »# 
HERE is no reſentment ſo implacable and 
laſting, as that which is occaſioned by Jove con- 
vented into hatred by 1] treatment; and by the more 
ſlow degree this paſſion riſes in our minds, the more 
viculent it becomes alter having once wn pollct- 


how. | 


 Cleanthes 


' 
F 
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 Cleanthes, a gentleman of a good family, great 


worth, and opulent eſtate, loved to the moſt ro-_ 
_  manticexceſsa young woman, who excepting a tole- 


Table ſhare of beauty, had no one real charm to re- 
commend her to a perfon of his charatter : — the 
was meanly born, more meanly educated ; — ſhe 
was filly, vain, capricious, and of a-reputation not 
quite unblenſhed. OO ON Fae. 
| Yet did he no ſooner become acquainted with her, 
than he broke off the addreſſes he: had long made to 
a lady of great. merit and fortune ; and 1n a ſhort 
time, contrary to all the remonſtrances and diſſuah- 
ons of his friends, publickly married her: 
| Being a huſband made him not tefs a lover ; — his 


obſequiouſneſs is not to be paralleled ;— his whole. 
ſtudy was to pleafe her,—every ſucceeding day 


brought with it an addition of his dotage of her ;—he 


was always happy in her preſence, never eaſy in her 


abſence ;—and,: to uſe Snakefſpear's expreiion, 
 * Appetite increaſed by whar it fed on. 


Aglaura, for ſo ſhe is called, had fo little ſenſe of | 
the happineſs ihe enjoyed, or affeQtion or gratitude 


for the man who beſtowed it on her, that ſhe prefent- 
ly gave the greateſt looſe to her too amorous inclina- 


t10ns ;— thought of nothing but engaging new ad- 
mirers, and to that end made advances, which 
would be ſhocking to repeat, to every pretty fellow 


ihe came in company with, even before the face of 
her much injured huſband, who, blinded by his pat- 


ſion, for a long time looked on all ſhe did as proceed- 


ing only from the too great vivacity of her temper. | 


_ Had hhe obſerved the leaſt degree of circumſpec- 
tion in her amours, he would ſcarce ever have be- 


 leved there was a poflibility of her being guilty ;— 


but the took no pains to deceive him, and tho' the 


knew he lived but in her ſight, was ſcarce ever at 
| home; and, through the want either of artifice or 


conplaiſance, gave herſelf not the pains of making 


any excuſes for her continual rambles.  _ 
This made him at laft fall into a deep melancho- 
ly; yet ftill he loved her, and could not for a great 
while prevail on hiMſelf to lay any reſtr&ions on her. 
a | | BO __ conduct: 
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_ demned her treatment of him, were ready to.deſpiſe 
his lenity and forbearance. fn 


© = ROS ORD: Ng ES Ars IE Oe CCI OPT 


econdutt :—al{ who had any knowledge of the manner 
in which they lived together, white they tnghly con- 


| Ar length, however, the - tables were entirely 
turned ;— from having been at firſt the moſt fond, 


_ and afterwards the paſſive huſband, he became, all: 


at once, the moſt cruel and tyrannic ;— he took from. 


| her all the jewels and other. ornaments he had beſtow-. 
_ ed upon her, locked her into' a garret, ſuffered no- 
one to come near her, except a ſervant who carried 
food to her of the coarſeft kind, and no more than 
would juſt ſuffice to keep her from periſhing. _ 


It canrot be ſuppoſed but that fo firange an altera- 


_ tion in the behaviour of the late fond, and indeed. 


madly doating Cleanthes, muſt become the ſubjeQ 
of much converſation in town.— A lady of my ac- 
quaintance, who 1s reckoned to have a pretty tafte 


_ for poetry, ſhewed me a few lines the had wrote ex- 
'tempore cn the occaſion, which I think may not be. 
difagreeable to my readers. — "They are as follow : 


On the preſent cruelty of CLEANTHES, toa Wirk. 
whom he once loved to-as great an exceſs. 


« \ S tapers languith at the approach of day, 


6.x And, by degrees, melt flow their ſhine away; 
« A whiletheyglimmer with contracted fires, | 
Trembling, unable to relax their ſpires; 
| But when the ſun's broad eye ts opened wide, 
| And beams, thick flathing, ſhoot on ev'ry ſide, 
No more their emulative force they try, _ 
- But, ſtruck with radiance, fiak at once and die. 
* $9 in his heart love long maintained its place, 
* Till full conviction glar'd him in the face, 
* And forc'd th' unwilling ſoftneſs to give way 
* To bate, and rage, and fierce refentment's ſway. 
* Unhappy man! 


SG. @ . 


| © What wild extremes hurry thy headfirong will _ 
'* What boiſt'rous paſſions thy vex'd boſom fill? © 


© 'To reaſon's ſacred rules a truant ſtill. 
« 


*. Whoe'er he be the golden main foregoes, 
« Exchanges hop'd for joys for or__ woes.” 
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By all the diſcourſes I heard wherever I went, con- 
cerning this affair, I found, that though ſcarce any 
_ one pitied Aglaura, yet almoſt every one condenmed 
| Cleanthes, no lefs for his preſent ill uſage of her, 
| than they had formerly done for the extravagance of 
- his love. res OO | | Es 
© It is beneath the dignity of a man of ſenſe or 
© honour, — faid one,— to treat thus inhumanly 
© a woman, how unworthy ſoever ſhe may be, who. 
_ * is yet his wife.” Gn ws 3 OE, | 
© If ſhe is really guilty of having wronged his bed, 
— cried another,— as indeed there 1s not the leaſt 
room to doubt, why, on the difcovery of her 
crime, did he not turn her out of doors ?— why. 
did he not ſue for a divorce?” eo DD 
_ It is certain that his way of proceeding with her 
appeared ſo odd, that many people were apt to think 
that her. preſent ſufferings were owing rather to a- 
change in his own humour, than to. any deteCtion he- 
had made of her falſehood :—others, on the 'contrary, 
imagined he ſtill loved her, and that after he had 
puniſhed her a while, he would forgive all that was. 
paſt, and again take her to his boſom. eyes 
Various, and widely different conjeQtures were: 
formed in relation both to the huſband and the wife, 
at all which I laughed in my ſleeve, believing, I 
_ dare fay with a good deal of reaſon, that no one- 2 
perſon in the whole world, excepting the Inviſible _ I 
Spy, was at the bottom of this Gove: ;——the means. 
| by which I became maſter of it I thall now acquaint Y 
my readers with. —_ Hs | | | 
I ſupped one night at the houſe of an intimate 1-2 
friend at Kenſington, and happenlng to ſtay there 
more late than it was. judged fafe for me to go home 
alone, was very much preſſed by him to take a ſer- 
vant with me ;——but I, knowing 1 had a better 4 
| ſecurity about me than any ſervant could be, rejetted | 
his offer, and when I was got a little way from, the . 
houſe girded on my Belt of Inviſibility, and walked on 
at my leiſure, equally free ſrom danger as from fear. 
: WS Foolhardy, 
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' Poolhardy, as I perhaps was looked upon for ven-- 
turing alone through Hyde-Park, on account of ſome 


11 accidents had lately happened there :—it was not 
_ above nine o'clock when F left Kenſington, —an hour 
- which I thought too late to make any other viſits, 


and too ſoon to ſhut myſelf up in my own apart- 
ment ; —therefore, as the. night was pleaſant and 


pretty waron, the ſeaſon conſidered, I ſauntered to- _ 
wares the. Serpentine River, revelving in my mird 
ſome part of the converſation I had juſt been enter- 


tained with. | | | | 
Many minutes had not-elapſed in this employwent, 

before 1 was diſturbed from it by the murmurs of 

ſome human voices, which I heard at a ſmall diſtance; 


_ —ny natu:al curioſity making me-draw nearer to the 
_ place whence the ſound proceeded, T eafily diftin- 


guiſhed'a man of a good appearance holding by the 


arm a genteel 'well-drefſed woman, whom he ſeemed 


rather to drag than lead towards the banks of the 
river ;—as theſe perſons were no other than Clean- 


_ thes and Aplaura, I ſhall infert what was faid by 
each of thei under their reſpe&ive names.  _ 


Aplaura. * Indeed this is mighty fooliſh, Clean- _ 


6 thes ;—T cannot imagine what: ſhould make you 
© bring me hither at thts time of night.” WS 

Cleanthes, © Have a Ifitle patience, you ſhall 
© know. preſently.” EO | 


= ſlates. - <1 will noe i ane-flcp' Farther wilt you 


« tell me.,”* | | Ow | 
Cleanthes. © Then you muſt be forced. —Come, _ 
* come,—no refiſtance.” | Pi Rn we 
Aglaura. * Howdo I know but you have a defign 
6& to murder me-? » ed od EL 6 gt 
Cleanthes. * No, IT have too+ much regard for 
« myſelf to go: ſuch lengths —Perhaps, indeed, if 
© you provoke me by your obſtinacy, I may chance 
« to ſpoil that face you: are ſo vain upon—l can uſe | 
© my ſword to other purpoſes than killing.” 
With theſe words he drew his ſword, the poi 


nt of 


which glittering in her-eyes-as he pulled her roughly | 
| | forwarCs, 
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forwards, frightened her ſo much that ſhe-preſently 


ſcreamed out, 


Aglaura. * Ah!—help! help !—ls there.no body 


© near to ſave me! 


Cleanthes. *© Be huſh'd;—a Saad outery and 


© your nole goes off.” 


Aglaura. * Oh lud 1—Oh lud 1—Oh lud !— "008 | 


*.can you be ſo bazbarous to ule me thus _ for a 
« little innocent frolic !? 


. Cleantbes, * Shameleſs wretch 1--Can you call it 


+ an innocent frolic to come to the door of a public 
« coffee-houſe and ſend in for your gallant ! 


« and doubtleſs would have denied and forſworn it.” 

c concerning him.” | 

 Cleanthes, * Infamous, ibandoned profiitute, mc. 
ſpeaking to that fellow more, nor to that other 


.run arm in arm this morning with the one into the 
| Vineyard, in the face of the whole Mall, and at 


Ts Sh - wer WK JO. 


*.cordingly.—Come, ftrip.” 
Aglaura. * Oh lud!—what do you mean ! 
| Cleanthes. * You have a raging fever in your 
© blood, which 1 have bethought-me of a more etfec- 
« tual method to cure than all *the doQors in Fuwops 
* could preſcribe ;—therefore ſtrip, 1 fay.” : 
__ While he was ſpeaking he began to tear off part 
of. her upper garments ;—the ſtruggled, —fell on her 


knees —wept,—prayed, beieeched | him to forgive ; 


her,—vowed never to offend him more ,—hut all in 


vain, he remained inexorable to her entreaties, —re-. 


morſeleſs to her griefs, and forced her, with his 


| tword pointed to her breaſt, to pluck off every thing, 


ull ſhe was reduced to her birth-day ſuit, and lay at 


_ ---: 


Had 
* I n ++ happened to be there, —had not theſe eyes | 
and ears been witneſſes of your gmit, you might, | 


Aglaura. * | meant no harm ;—1 only wanted _ 


rally him a little, about ſomething I-had:: _ - 


-have I not. an hundred times infiſted on your never 


> NET NS oboeh woe - 


coxcomb, Le Brune ? yet had you not the front to. 


night came in purſuit of the other !—But this is no 
time for expoſmlation,—I am convinced of the in= 
* jury you have done me, and will puniſh you AC> 
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| his feet quite naked, and trembling - for the ifſue of 
ther fate. To rd ro ett TIT Ones 

The vindiQtive huſband then ſnatched her rudely 


F We »/"3 tak "IF *F ' 5 Lat SD FE. L of 


from the earth, and taking faſt hold of both her | 


_ Houlders plunged her into the river, keeping her 


under water till ſhe was almoſt ſtrangled, then ſuf- 


fered her to raiſe her head ; but it was only in order 
_ to renew her torments, for the moment he found the 
had recovered breath he preſſed her down again, — 


fo that without being drowned the felt all the agonies 


which that kind of death inflicts. 


Wearied, I believe though not glutted, as I after- 


wards found, with the exerciſe of his revenge, he 
| threw her on the graſs, where ſhe lay for ſome mix 


nutes without motion, and in all appearance without 
breath ;—never had life ſo much the ſhew of death ; 
yet was it chiefly fear that had ſo much overcome 
her ; for ſhe lifted herſelf up with more agility than 
I'could have imagined, on hearing him fay, 
 Chanthes. * The operation is now over,—you 
< may put. on your cloaths and prepare for going 
* home. 2 EN To 

As much as the fright had ſeized her ſpirits, and the 


| cold had benumbed her limbs, theſe words enabled 


her to rear herſelf and begin to gather up her habilt- 


ments, part of which lying ſcattered at ſome diſtance, 
_ Cleanthes, with a cor 'emptnous air, kicked nearer 
to her.—She wrapped up her ſhivering body as well 
as ſhe could, for I cannot call it drefling, and as 


ſoon as ſhe had done, Cleanthes bid her follow him, 


| —which ſhe did, though ready to fink at every ſtep 
_ The took. þ SOT | | 


1 kept pretty near to them, and found that the 
coach which brought them thither had, by his orders, 
waited their return at the Park wall ;—he went haſ- 


*tily into it, but poor Aglaura was too feeble to reach 


the foot-ſtool without the afliftance of the coachman : 


| —they drove away, and ] went home ſo much aſto- 


niſhed at what I had ſeen, that I had not power to 
make any refleQions on it tor ſome time. - 
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My mind however, grew more ſettled by a night's 
repoſe, and, impatient to know how they would be- 
| have to each other after what had paſſed between 
them, 1 went -diretly to their houſe ;—Cleanthes 
was up alone and at breakfaſt, —Soon after my en- 
trance a ſeryant-maid came in-and ſaid to him, _ 
| Maid. * Sir, my lady has .cal}:d for a diſh of 
© chocolate, but | would not prefume to carry any 
© up without your permiſſion, as your orders latt 
© might were ſo poſitive that the ſhould be fed with 
+ nothing but water grue! and. dry bread” _ 
Cleanthes. * Why then do you trouble me now? 
—Do you think I gave orders at night to retrat 
'* them in the morning ?!—Be gone, and let me 
* hear no more of it.” -_ EDEN 
'The maid withdrew, and I followed her to the. 
 -room where Aglaura was now lodged, which was 
.indeed a wretched garret ;——lſhe was in bed weep- 
| ing, but on the maid's repeating the commands of 
| Cleanthes, her tears flowed faſter,—ihe wrung her 
 hands——ſhe beat her breaſt ; —but it is more eaſy 
for the reader to conceive her deſpair than for me 
to expreſs it, —ſo I ſhall only ſay, the ſpectacle was 
too moving,—-I could not bear it, but Jeft the houſe 
immediately, and returned not thither till after eight _ 
-or ten days, in which time the town was apprized 
of the ſuftering of Aglaura, except the ducking part, _ 
and ſpoke of the ftrange change of Cleanthes in the 
manner | have alrezdy related. _ | CN 
On my next viſit Cleanthes had with him an elderly 
lady who | afterwards perceived was his aunt ;,— _ 
ſhe came, it ſeems, to perſuade him to treat his. 
tranſgreſling wife with leſs ſeverity ;—the diſcourſe. 
between them was as follows : ON iy I gi 
Lady. * 1 am as ſenſible as you can be of the 
© faults of Aglavura, and the diſhonour ſhe has brought 
_ * upon you ; yet, my dear nephew, you demean 
* yourſelf by uſing in this faſhion a woman who, 
« thcugh unworthy, is ſtill your wite.” gs 
oY 


c 


Clanthes, 


| 
| 
| 
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© Cleanthes. * Madam, I can no longer think of 
© her as a wife, nor even as a woman; tut as a Cop. 


_ that had bit me !—a ſerpent that had ſtung me! 


| Lady. *© Put her then out of your houſe.” | 
 Cleanthes. *© "That would be giving her an oppor- _ 
© tunity of diſgracing me more by her proſtirutions ; 
« no, fince I have not proofs for a divorce | will con- 
« *fine her here till | can ſend her for ever from my 
« fight :—1 have already wrote to a tenant of mine in 
« the fartheſt part of Yorkſhire, —he will be in town 
© next week, and take her with him to his houſe.” 
The good lady took her leave, after having heard 
and approved this refolution, which, as | have been 
ſince informed, he put in execution as he had ſaid. 
The-CONCE4IUSITON. 
FERE, O reader! a total ſtop is put to my 
endeavours to oblige thee !—nature has baffled 
all my vain precautions to preſerve my little virgin in 
her native purity ;—the woman whom I appointed 
fo attend her, accidentally dropped from her pocket _ 


_ the piQture of a very lovely youth ;——the girl, un- 


fortunately for me, as well as for thee, took it up, 
was Charmed with it ;- ſleep renewed the 
pleaſing image in her mind, and added life and 
motion to it ; ſhe dreained that it was her 


bedfellow, —— that it kitſed, embraced. and lay 
within her arms; —— ſo that in fſpight of all my 


cares, and without ever having feen the ſubſtance of _ 
a man, the has received an idea of the difference - 
of ſexes. x re os 
Her pretty fingers no longer have the powcr to. 


 deanſe my Tablets, —the cialogue laſt repeated re- 


mains ſtil] unexpunged, and leaves no room for any 


_ future impreſſion. —How grievous a diſappointment 


to me !— how terrible a mortification !—but we muſt 


| all fubmit to deſtiny, which compels me now to bid 


| "kay Wes Ces $0 Nas II 
thee eternally adicu !—adieu | adiey [; Tis: 
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